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ADVERTISEMENT 

T O  THE SECOND EDITION. , t- 
' *. 
. - 

i-; I N  complying with the demand for a se- 

cond edition of these Lsctures, the Author 
,L. 

pgladly seizes the oppor(;;riity of expressing 

I his thankfulness for the cordial manner in 

which his book has bl 1 received. H e  has 

the high satisfaction of knowing, that it has , 
I in many instances greatly lessened, and in a 
i - 
I few instances entirely removed, the objec- 
I t tions entertained by pious Christians against 

1 Unitarian views of the Gospel. I n  this new 

dition he has endeavoured, by making such 

lteratioils as had occurred to his own mind, 

end by attending to the'suggestions of judi- 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

cious friends, to render the work less un- 

worthy of the approbation of. his readers 

No change has been made,dhcnvever, whicL* 

in the least degree affects the doctrinal view 

main tqined i n  these Lectures. Some re 

marks, which were thought by himself or 

others to be obscure or liable to objection, 

have here been corrected. Reference is given 

i n  the margin to all the passages of Scrip- 

ture frorn which any argument is drawn. 

These are probably all the alterations, except 

such as will be allowed to be merely verbal. 

An  additional Lecture is given'in this edi- - l! 
tion, the subject of which, it is hoped, willr 

n ~ t  be considered U nsuitable to the general 

character and design of the publication. The 

Author cannot close this Ac' :rtisement 

without of f~ inc  . word of 4 ngratulation to 
Y . -  . 

those wllb'iiree wlth him in opinion, on the 

cheering aspegf a the present times. Scep- 
% 

ticism on the one h,..d, and fanaticism on 

t 

; +rM .y A D V E R T I S E M E N T .  

are produciiig their natural reac- 

tion : men of serious but unprejudiced minds, 

in all sects, are beginning to look more fa- 

vourably on  those interpretationsof Chris- ie 

tianity, which make it appear . consistent - 

with reason, and worthy of its glorious title 

of G L A D  T I D I N G S .  
- S ' .  

1 3 - 0 )  . S &%! + , 

EXETER, October 28th, 1833. 



l ., *,.; r *  

i 

:,he God, the r 

LECTURE I. 
Page 

.er; and one Lord, Jesus Christ . 1 

The Father the Fountain of all Grace; Jesm tl~e 
. . . . . .  *Mediator ofthe New Covenant 27 

LECTURE lTT .  

Men reconcil..l unto God tirouqh the ~ediafion o f  
. . . . . . . .  Christ . . . .  49 

LEC-KURE IV. 

i LECTURE V. T3.2-p . '. $,;2&*., , W  

. . . .  +he New Creation 6y JJUS Chrisi i ,  95 
< -  us S& ; .<-c:-> 

LECTURE --~#$f${$.~,i. . ! @,. v . 
a 

' . .  L '  + -pf. ..d.. 

$he h e p e 7 f e ~ ~ u ~ n i t y  of Christ, an .. .!&e Conformity . .  
I 

. . . . .  C @alltrue Chr&tians to 7~is Image 119 
L f 

-# . * ,  - $4 
e~ LECTURE VII. 

I 
I 
I 

&te perpetual Intercession of Christ in Heaven . 139 ' 
l 1 1,** 9 . , h.? '  - 1 



# ' h >  .- 

no.: . a . 
* 

-*:m c , -  " . -  .. - 
. - . 

, ; l ; "  .'.';J& 1.1 , 
r: . 

I #.I : 

L 

THE 
JESUS CHRIST. 

1 Cor. viii. 6, 
/ 

BUT TO US PHERE PS BUP ONE GOD, ?BE FATHER, OF 

WHOM ARE ALL .@H~NGS,  AND FE) IN HIM; AND ONE 

LORD, JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOW ARE qLl+ THINGS, 
AND WE BY HIM. I 

WE' are distinguished, my brethren, from all 
other skcta of the Christian world, as Unitarian 
professo?t's,. #It is my purpose to attempt, in se- 
veral succasjve Lectures, a plain exposition and 
defence of thikdoctrines we embrace, concerning 
the strict unity of God, ,$lie sole deity and exclu- 
sive womhPip ~f the Father; as also concerning 
the person aad ofiice of our blessed Saviour, and 
the nature of our redemption through his media- 
ti9n.. The times we live in, appear to me to call 

r l i L  



2 OWE GOD, T H E  FATHER 

for frequent endeavours to lay before men a full 
and undisguised account of our principles. We . 
owe this 3s a mark of respect to the great majo-. 
rity of our fellow-christians, with whose ereed 
and practice we set ourselves at variance. y e  
owe it, still more, to the excellenke and a ~ t h o r i ~ ~  

l 
of divine truth, which, in thefpresent state of the 

l church and of the world, especially demands the - 
, open testimony of its believers. 

;.. Without further apology, therefore, I proceed' 
$0 the subject of this Lecture-the personal unity 
I 

".and sole deity of God, even the Father. To us 
there isbut dne God, the Father, of whom are all 

ibhifigq; and one Lord, Jesus ,Christ, by whom are 
all things. c;. ,.; 

In ,order t ~ .  feel the entire force of these mo~ds, :: 
l. 

i:t is necessary toremember that the apostle al- 7 
7 -  

ludes to a doctrine which, at the time of his :, 
writing, formed one of the broadest distinctions 
[between the few scattered. churches of Christ, b 

and the heathen world in the midst 06 which 
thpee churches were established Scarcely. any 
peculiarity of the gospel made it appear more 
strange to heathen people, or at fiast. occasioned 
! 

stronger dislike and opposition to its professors, 
than its great doctrine. of THE U,NITY v-F GQD. 
Had the apostles beee content with. merely ib- 
tro&cing a nkw divinity for the worship c$ man- 
kind, their task w>ould 11,ave been eampa;:rativel y 

AND. -ONE FORD, JESUS CHRIST. 3 

easy, and sure of success. But we know it was 
in a vegy different strain they addressed them- 
selves to the idolatrous nations of the earth. We 

here an example of their bald and decisive 
language. They declared to the world that there - 

is but ONE GOD,-even that Holy and Merciful 
Being of whom are all things, and who had now, 

'C  revealed himself to the world by Jesus ~ h r i s t , b  
' 

under the adorable name of THE FATHER. All 

&her gods, by whatever names they were called, 
the apostles proclaimed to be vani!y and lies. 
' There is no event in the history of the humanj 
race, which to a pious and enlightened mind i& 
attended wifh such deep, solemn, pleasing in- . 
&rest, as the wonderful triumph of this doctrine 
over the superstitions to which our pagan fore- 
fathers were in bondage. -%'.he contest was one 
on which the spiritual wgl'fsre of millions and! 
generations of men was$epending. Happily for 
th#e world, as truth and 6he divine will were op- 
posed $B the weakness of human error, th.e vic- 
tory, though apparently difficult in the accom- 
plishment, and really marvellous in the issue, 
was nevertheb~ sure from the beginning. Pki- 
losophers employed all their argument atld ridi- 
cule tb stay the progress df the new faith. In- 
gerested priests and crAftsmen, in every @ace, 
laboured zealous1~- to crush the leadessl +@f: .the 
rising sect. The blind passions of the >+t~;Bgar, * B 2 



ONE GOD, THE FATHER 

and the selfish policy of the great, wej~e' alike 
called into action, to preserve the unhallowed 
dominion of idolatry, against the encroachment 

'daily made. upon it by the gospel of Christ 
 the struggle was a desperate and vain one, d n ~  
+the part of polytheism. The trath was rnighty,a 

1 and it prevailed. The idols fell; their temple& 
were closed; their sacrifice was extinguished.r 
Ahd wherever the gospel made its way, it caused 

' the FAT HEX _to c c  reign unrivalled, G.od alone.'" 
.,: Would, that the clouds of error had never over-[ 
g shadowed that bright aspect of the church. l 

w ~ u f d ;  that those clouds were even yet dis- 1 
g; ' 

persed, and that men bad learnt again, as in the r 
primitive days of our religion, to worship the : 

* 
Father alone -in spirit and in truth. Let us wait 

! 

, patiently, .my brethrgn, and labour zealously, for 
the accomplishment of $hew wishes. We live in ? ' 

times. of refozmati~'q'niMany signs are. given; 
ohpt t h e  glorious .wo~r@bf restoring the Christisd ' 

. fa.ikh td its ori,ginail-~pi3"rityrity is steadily adv&cing,: 
$$rkb.. 

:h.,- The.gf?el$s are ~ l r i i 8  already to hary~s;1:r~ May 
the God ofi. dn*finite wisdom send forth indui2 

- 

triads, <uprigh%t, and egrc 
1 X karkest ! .. .. . ) F  : a 4 I 

But we b~ust. attend! to-.ou~argument. In t l~e 
worbr, af the text;-we -Mve from the .pen of an: 
inspi'fd apostle a clear statement of the doctrine 
of thergospel, concerning what we are to belick+ h! 

O N E  ~LOBD,  JESUS CHRIST. g 

, og,~pd, .and .of Christ. TO 'US who are, 'in the 
sg&twb, sense, wors hipers of one7 God, %he F s  
**@~ne, this language a&a~s - to be al'direct . 

- q&explicit: testimony to the tdrrectness of our 
:~ig$vs. . But as many of d u r  fellow-christians 
.tbti;~z~k otherwise, and pronounce us to be under a 
geplevous delusion in this respect, I shall endea- 
.nas>ur td explain and vindicate the meaning we 
put upon this and similar passages of Scripture..'- 

* . IYxiting to Gentile converts, who had so lately ' 

b,eea worshipers of many gods, the sacred 
keacher says, We k w w  that an idol is nothing ilz 

' g& 'world, and that there is none other God but 
@me.? , Here, the great truth of the divine unity 
ie, asserted in words' which, with our views and 
impsessions Qn the subject, we might suppose to 

- be? tm-clea;~ t o  %quire furt l~~~*~xplanation,  But 
th ap~stke Knew he was adiki"r%sing men whose 

greatly ddlcened and deluded in 
ruth. Her; therefore adds: For 

he that are called gods, whet he^' i% 
earth, as there. be gods many and 
This is a just description of the 

theis116 of the heathen. They had, peo- 
aegioion df the universe with imaginary 

mpletely engrossed all their reli- 
nd affections, Such learners r 

: -~m& 1.:@~r.' viii. 4, . 4 1 Cor. viii. 5, 

. 



quired careful aeachitfg, before their minds could 
become thoro~gh~l? possessed of the new do( 
trine of tb+e divine unity; and what their circiurn- 
stances req uiped, they received from this faithful 
servant ~f-Christ.  But to us, he continues, there 
is b,at one God. Who, then, was this one ? 
The q~~estiori was, all-important to those earty 
converts. Tba' it ~ $ 9  not Jupiter, or Mars, - -  

Apdlo, or p ~ y , ~ n e  pf tbe idols whom they'h. 
formerly srgts,hiped, they wep.e probably- a1 

- ready convinced. BGt ,was it .JesusrChrist ? The 
~rirnitive believers in the gospel from heathen 
nations, might easily bhave supposed this, if thfey 

had not been otherw-ise instructed. Indeed, nu- 
merous facts in the early history of Christ-iaanity 
jender it almost certain that, but for the caution 
and care-05 the apostles, many of the Gentile be- 
lievers . would hawe: confidently inferred, that 
Christ was the onl&tsue God whom they .y+re 
henceforth to wordhi$. The rniraculous~@@~ks 
ascrib,ed to him wbbld lead them, nb%gma8u. 
rally, into this errarp Unlike,.tbe Je@&fhey had 
so acquaintance with &he fact, fiat itrue God 
had often enabled his brpman mebsengers and 
prophets to work miraclq jh?&is aabme, in proof 

* . I -  

of .their divise taiss3md-8 "-3% ;611,, accordiagly, 
that whes l?a;wl -was at &@henq bhe peppbe re- 
garded him as a setter forth of strange gods, 6e- 
cause he preached unto them Jesus a ~ d  &he resur- 

W- .; 
L# ,: 

-'AND; ONE LORD, J E S U S  CHRIST. 
r *  

They ignorantly concluded, that he h 

m risen f r ~ m  the dead, must needs ,be a 
' 

e same rash an$ groundless inference 
am0 respecting Paul himself, and his com- 

nabas* when at Lystra he miraculously 
.keaJeil a, man that had been a cripple from his 

*&the The j ~ ~ p l e ,  we are told, lifted up their 
barr&s:snd shouted, The gods are come down to us 
ic,j~e,Jfieness ef  men.? In truth, the reasoning 

argues from the miraculous works and 
of Christ, .& prove the proper deity 

of his person, however commonly it may be re- 
s@jt;te3 to by modern Christians, is essentially 
heqthen in its character. It is founded on low 
n ~ t j ~ ~ s  ~f the nature of God, and betrays great 
inattention 69 $be ugad aad revealed methods of 
his goven~rnen~ oven mankind. Jt were far wiser, 

. to embrace the doetrine a d 1  argument of the 
apostle Peter, &at Imu~rof Nazareth was a man 
approvt&' qf God by mira&es and wonders and 
signs, w&ich God did by him:$ 

However, the error which the heathen were so 
U 

liable to $311 into, of supposing that Jesus Christ, t it., 1' 
was the true God whom they were to ~ o r - \ l \ ~  . 
ship, womlIfl have been illconsistent with the!' : 

1 
whole system of the gospel, so zealously taughti:;' 
by this veoerable apostle. It would have ren-b; 

E Acts xvii. 18. + Acts xiv. 1 1. 

f Acts ii. 22. 



.* .l-  AN^ OWE LORD,  JESITS CHRIST. ONE GOD, TB6 F A T H E R ;  
. - 

9 

aerea nls preaching and their faith comparari%ly 
l 

N& 1.b: : since, tbe~kfore, to US there is but one 
vain, by throwing over it all a veil of mystery B' this one G Q ~  is th@Eather, and Jesus 
and confusion. Tor, he had uniformly spoken of not the Father,--am We not right, in 
Christ -.as a. totally distinct being from God ; as ! ng that Jesus Christ is'not God ? I 

i one w h m  God bad chosen andc-sent in to the t  , /", 
- l 

rsTkii surely is a plain argument: It is asto- 
world ; as one who of God is made dento us i' 

g .it should not appeai to be an irresistible 
dom, and' righteousness, and sanct$cation, and : 
redemption." He therefore expresses himself to ' . 
the believers at Corinth in language which hush 4&L&e;.'is! the :si+]est question that can be im8- . 
have prevented their falling into such an error, 

! 16 wpequires for its decision no vast store& 
and ought to have prevented all succeeding gene- ' 

@f tjeaarni\nk ; though learning is useful to refiltb rations from embracing such a strange and un- ,'' &haLf&~e interpretations of Scripture, and fa1.A 
scriptural doctrine. To us, he says, there is but sg&sdning, by which error has been SO long supL 
one God, the Father. This alone is decisive, if . 

the question is to be settled by the authority of 
the holy Scriptures. I t  is past all question, that 
throughout the whole New Testament Jesus 

and a divine Being, aivine per&&& 'ahd a' God* 
Christ is never once styled THE FAT HE^. ~t is - All such distincti,o~& are'. fl?j~'Seript~iral and Un- 
jmpossible to form anyirational conception of the a ,an&: t@erdPoie &$ht to' be discounte- 
scheme of the g~spek,~ (which consists, in the, ,,,red bp.f;ikl yhG love the simplicity of revealed 
ther having sent the Son to be the &viourU@fithe truth bettkr t h n  the confusion bf hunlan systemg 
worldyr) it is impossible to understand. ~ ~ t , ,  in get, tfie'Trinitarian gains nothing'*what~ 
are reading about in this sacred book; ever by resorting 'to them. For, the apostle not . 
conceive of Jesus Christ as some, @her person only declares to us, that there is but one God'. ' 

than thk Father. 1 1  He prays to the *@a He beyand. this, in which our brethren af- . 
ascribes his powbr and doctrine 6~ firm that tile.$yagree.$ith us. He is so explicit, 
He emphatically declares, My Fath 

* 1 Cor. i. 30. _ ., . * John xiv. 28. 7-7 ' 



A&B 011% &OR& JESUS CHRIST. 11 

tiQn@ @f &h4&&@$~ WW$ before his minde The : ,fie have received all the bkssinsings of redemp- 
Pes9@etg 3pggd slid2 &he sake of argumept, ' he tion which .aow fro& the Fatier's grace, and by 
disgy$i@&&$.m~ which SO much stress is laid,- whose mediation faithful souls are brought nigh 
the P~WIW@BB~~$ the i ~ k y  trlue ~d is ex@ressly ~~d~ This was the apostle's doctrine : this 
~qht%d .@uf $Q 4% and declared b2be the aather. , is unitirianism to the very letter* -To me, I con- ~ T ~ W ~ Q W ,  uhleas Trini karians. are resolved fess, it is matter .of great wol~der, that any man of 
m~i+nk%i~ that the Son is the Father, or the ~~~h~~ hriomr and honest mind look upon this Pas- 

sage, and not feel that the words of the inspired 
h r S  J@WS Christ i s  .and, Father of ,,iter ankireiy exclade Jesus Christ from being 

Our Lqrd~ J@@US Chris t ,dere  is no way;of @capT regarded as the true God; as completel~ so as 
,the.c~@~&d.diction between ,their. doc~trine of they. exelude any one of the thirty thousand deip 

t h e  W e r  deiQ of C Ch risk, and %hqe doGtpine ties ,whom tie heathen worshiped. Let me not 
thep ~crjptures, that there is no ~~d bunt, the be i n ~ s t a ~ e ~ ~  say this deliberately ; but let me 
Fath,er, . . 

.. , be capable of wilfully saying one 
Beyond this, however, apost~e's.testj wgyCd ~ n C O n S ~ s ~ e ~ ~  with the reverence and love 

mQnY @Qes- Not satisfied with declaring the F,+ afidoubtediy due ,toj the Swionr of the world* 
they to ;be ,tile C?n& true God, if to prevent tha lt is true, the, aposkle declares &hose idols to be 
p0vsibiLity of misapprehe~si~~, as ijf, to pheh that 

.&hing in $he mrld 3 whilst h e  ascribes to Jesus 
he mesa '$0 inelude Jesus (&risk, undec christ, only a real existence, but a name 
that he proceeds in the 

very wx$ wbekto whfcl, is dzrery name," save that of God, an 
of himi as an disthBcLt + office and cllaracter of the most solemn, the most 

'a@~rik% to him Z L D Q ~ ~ I ~ E  ti&le, Another &ha dignified interesting nature. This we see as 
racte16 a3ld totil.lly .&&pant :~~~ePat-on- ,t;&ardl and feel as strongly, as any of our fellowv 
mankind $@re iis. :h~&~*ne, GO&$ &e;fiather, kristians, B N ~  as far as relates to the only living 

@/L th@g.s1l: op&c&~a~&,#B~2E.'S"f G ; % I ~ , ~  . and true G,&, I repeat the assertiofi, 'that oug 
by whom are ~ $ 4  thi@~;rti@jhi~j% : W; is nbt saviour is here represented .as distinct from, and 

true f g ~  he6jsao& &e: ~ a # b ~ ~ ~  : i ,  but? M~ inferior W ,  that all-perfect Being ;--as plainly S@ 
the Lord, or  aster, of Christian believers, 
S whom~--thrOugh ~hofi6 Qgency e ,and ministry, * Philippians ii. 9. 



NE GOq*%'EfE FATHER : 
. . 
as the h*ea*thtben idols are pronounced to be vanity. 
There is b-*a:$ne God, the Father ; and one Lord: 
JesusXhris~J zs . 

I have .thought it better, my brethren, to draw 
your attentiafi- chiefly to this direct and most un- 
ambiguqus,passage, than to roam over a wide 

.* field of :scattered texts. I t  is afnore likely way 
1 to cause-us to see the truth, and to feel the ,full 

force of its evidence. It, is by 110 means to bk in- 
ferred,-'Jomeeever, .tt~at: this. great doctrine of the 

C" F 

strict pers~hal unity of God, the sole deity of the 
5 Father, hasho-other foundation i,n Scripture. than 

the words fcpm:.which I am now .discoussing. 
This truth is-'amply. supported by other single- 
passages, equally plain and forcible ; but more 
especially b~ the general tenor of the sacred 
writings,' which *enery where imply the subordi- 
nation of Christ, t6 God, apd the unrivalled su- 
premacy of the Father. Thre testimony of Jesus 
himself on this subject is, to. .the full, as 
and decisive as that of .  hi's, faithful apostle* - In 
praying .to% 'the Father, arrr Saviour gg@a~. Hin~h 
THE ONLY raxy*Goq. : These words sgrakgJesus. 
and lifted up his{ eyess, to heaven a@4&aid, Pather, 
this is life eternal,:that; they. might & m ~ w  thee, .the 
only true God, andde~~us* +Christd w h ~ h : t h ~ u  has6 
sent.* No wo~rds cal$d he. mnre detqrminate. iq 

'I f p d ~  ~f 0u.r present a r g u m ~ t  , 'be character 
&ir blessed Lord b e ~  acwwled@;ee the  

, and the character4n which' he speaks of 
. b8it&keif, are perfectly identical with the dartrine 

del\i~ered iu my text  The Father alone is 'the 
true God. Himself, Jesus styles the m&khger 

eternal lifsz eent by God. ' 

This therefore is the gmuin 
-this is the truth- as it is in Jesug It 
ta be wished; thai every disciple who ?oves.q@ 
tn&liia and is willing to follow it, ~ ~ u l d  be . .'! th$ q 
pains t6 compare this simple creed with 9.e w$ 
known symbol of Trinitarian faith, periodidly, 
read-cin our churches. He must have a mind 
stwagely enamoured of mystery ahd confusion, 
who &m deliberately prefer the human r h a p d y  
to F  he apostolic: confession. Could men be per- 

t~ brmg their minds patiently to the io- 
9gs*tion of divine' truth, not the--in aod 
ppesotnptuous tbreat of eternal damnation, at- 
tachied to the orthodox. creed, would be of much 

a 1 4 avail t a  prevent its being universally abandoned; 
ia.-favor of the rational and sublime doctrine of 
the Scsipturesr . 

Such, my fellow Unitarians, .. the ste W& 

have taken; and we trust, taken from upright 
a~dp$r.sufficienL motives. We hold the unity of 
God in the muit obvious sense of the words; Y 

untderstandiog thereby3 i i ~ a t  there is but one' 
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Beillg, one Person, possessed af:?p$gmal and ab- ak we can be regarded in no more honour- 

solute divine perfections, and to yvho*yig+~&&j* law- aracter, than 'as men who are willing to 
ful for Christians to pay divine wossbip. 'We 
deny that ther,e ,is God bhle Fa&er,-God th,e &m, - v,: ~~t doctrine, a ~ d  against its corruptions. 

%L and God the Holy Ghost. And we m~n,t$n, were 1 to*atternpt a full discussion of the im- 
notwi.:thstanding.a11 the bold andsubtle evasiSons . ~ o r t a n t  consequences, flaking from this doctri 
by which men strive to avoid this plain concln- onceriling the sale deity of the 
sion, that if it w e ~ e  so, there would be three ody be entering upon a rich 
Gods. Whlereas, we confess with .Paul, that h r  meditation, which it would 
us there is h t  one God, (he Father. We know, traverse. These consequences 
and we reverently confess, that the nature of@d ighty, interesting, and practical- 
is awfully mysterious : and be it -rememberei it f the divine unity, embraced in 
is not we, who presume to analyze. and define lit with W hich. the Bcriptures have 
in creeds land confessions. W e  solemnly. oe an empty speculation. It 'S 

against' the c'harge of exalting our feewe reas00 itful of llcplyl a and: cheering intl uences. 
above the authority of the Scriptures. we only ,).it been held in connexion with m- 
employ reason to discover what the Scriptllr solatory views of +the-!divine cha- 
teach. But id regard to the strict unity of Go governm,tmt. Adways lias -its corrup- 
there appears to us to be no just occasion t~ have followed by the spread of gloomy an 
reco~~rse to the plea of mystery. ~itil,l less can sentim&ts;. relating to the plans an 
we receive doctrines of human inventiton, of diivine Providence. There is a lou 
are very improperly shrouded under that nanje, 

Ci 
of experience, uttered by the religious his- 

not being mysteries in any :fair .fairad allowable ry of rnap&indA, which tells that the purest and 
sense of the word. We believe jn our hearts, loftimt thougfits 'of God and the ways of God, 
&hat the holy and ever-blessed Being whom , can abide only in minds which steadily conceive 
Christ worship&, and whom he revealed to the of Him as One Infinite Intelligence. If we suffe 

L 
world under the adorable name of THE  FA^^^^, , our ideas of the unity of God to be confused, we 
is the only true God. We desire to be regarded !thereby darken his paternal countenance, and 
by the Christian world in no other character, for ess of his glory from our sight. 

\ W 

1 
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NewTkstament. Certain persons are theressaid to 
S to 

, have 
~ l i r  Saviour and worshiped him, 

go at large ihk6 the subject, to shew bllhtt Illis 
he stood bdore' them in bodily Presence, 

is natufd and unavoidable* - . 
rhere is one practical ~ ~ n ~ + ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~  of this ooc- being of flesh and blood, 70 be seen and 

trine, h&wever, which is so direct, a i d  of died. qy,is, surely, is not to be confounded with 
' great importance, as to 'call for atten 

worship, which is the spiritual adoration Of 

that invisible Being whom 
man hathseen On tion* I allude to the subject of/womhip. since , 

the Father alone is God, the Father alone is to can see at any-time. In these instances, nothing 

be worsh@ed~ in the strictest sense of the word, 
, 

more isvmeant, than that these persons paid OuE 

with religious supreme adoration, as the 
~~~d unusual &eispce ; displayed before him 
such out.ard marks of reverence as, according Object of prayer and devout thanksgivi*g.c 

This inference isF to0 plain to be reasinably p:-' 
I , 

to the customs of the time and country, were 
observed towards great and venerable) characters* put''* Worship is the homage of i.ntelligenr 

creatures to their Creator ; the sp jritual inter,; The distinction ,between this kind of homage and 

course between the rational children of ~~d and . 1. 
worship, is too plain to be mistaken, and 

their heavenly Father. The severest warnings too solemn to be disregarded. All the injunctions 

Scripture are levened at those, who would rob . of the gospel, as well as the uniform practice 

JehOrah of this pecllliar glory of his sole deity, our Saviour and his apostles, shew that divine 

to give it to another* Any argument dn &hispoint , wprship be confined to the person of the 

would be ~e:eal.isome : the truth is so $nd!b b.' -psrCber. This principle is closely interwoven 
wit. the very character of -the Christian dispen- certain* The one irue ~ o d  is the ~ ~ 1 . .  pr--h 

Object of worship. ,sation. ~t forms >a leading feature in one of our 
Lordvs most impressive descriptions of his own But it may be well consider, how entirely 

the precepts and examples of the Christian scrip- spiritual lcingdonl. Foretelling t~ the woman of 

tures, in this respect, are in harmony with their Samaria the +speedy establishment of the gospel, 

doctrine* I t  is well known, indeed, that there be says, The hour corneth, and now isy when the 

a degree of latitude in the meanin true wors/~ipers shall worship T H E  FATHER in 

of Our word f~orsh@, which may require the spirit and in truth; for the Father seeketh such 

of some discrimination in the reader of t~ 



m to m ~ h i p  him.* When Jesus instructed his - 
disciples, at their especial request, how to pray, 
to. whom did he teach them to address tbeir 
prayers ? Wh m ye pray, say, Our Fathe?, which' 
a ~ t  in heaven! 6 Jesus Christ ouy Fbther .in 

I 
heaven ? If so, may we humbly abk-Who was 
that Being to whom Jesus himhlf co~stantly ad- I 
dressed the devout aspirations of his own soul, as. I 
his Father in heaven ? Did not our Saviollr ex- 

John iv. 23. + John xvi. 23. 

pressly exhort his followers, ~ o t  to direct any ., 

petitions to after his, departure, but to con- 
fine their suppl.icatioas to thk Father ? s In t ia i  
day, that is, as the context shews, after his ascen. 
sion, ye shall ask me nothing. Ve~ily, ve,rily, 5 
say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask. t& Father 
i n  my name, he i@Jt? give it you.? The precepts 
of the gospel then, and the worship it knjoins, 
are iw strict adcordance with its doctrine, that 
the Fathey is the only true God. ' To him a1iqei 
we are permitted to offer prayer, He alon@@t6 
.be served with the bended knee, and the s&hfice 
of the heant. Such, .at least, is the tirm con~i~c- 
tion we entertain; and it constrains us, as wk 
value tthe purity and sincerity of our religious 

.services, to withdraw from Trini tarian churches, 
and to assemble where the Father alo,ne is worb 

I 

shiped, in the name of his Son Jesus Christ. 
Many will question the soundness of our V ~ W S .  

H , ~ ~ ~ ,  surely, can with anygeason deny the so- 
/ 

lemn and forcible nature ~f our motives. 
Having now disposed of this, the principal 

part of my subject, it will not be necessary to say 
much, at on the account given in the 
text of our saviour's trae ,di@niby. There is here 
rather less ground for dispute, and we shall have 
occasion to explain au~rselwes more fully on this 
point in succeeding~le~tures. Something, how- 
ever, must be said, in justice $0 the apostle's 
doctrine and to our own sentiments; for there 
is a ~onnexi~g between the tiuthr 'hat are here 
delivered. 

One .Lordy Jesus Christ, by whom are all things. 
There is this great difference in the inlport of 
the titles God and Lord, employed in the- text: 
&Je former properly relates to the nature of the 
B@g on whom it is bestowed, and implies his 
possession of divine attributes. It is a title of 
office only occasionally, and by a kind of figura- 
tive or borro~ed application, as when it is given 
in Scripture to Moses and to the Judges of Israel. 
The latter, on the contrary, is purely a title of 
osce and dignity ; not referring of itself to any 
peculiarity of nature in the person to whom it is 
ascribed, but only to the authority and dominion 
with which he is invested, to the relation of ser- 
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s t  beloved and most highly 
and Master, subjkcts and Ruler, disc A deep conviction th8hhg 

andTTeacher, existing. between him and some 
, inspired with heavenly wis- 

other Persons. 7'his.is evidently the sense which, 
it bears when applied by our Saviour both measure with the spirit of 

himgelf and to other men.  he s,irzia&t is n 
that he might becomedhe 

g ~ m t e r  than his Lord.* Tfie ynj;st steward 
ation to all that believe,-- 

the parabie is made to exclaim, MY ~~~d tqjcqth 
 from me the stewardsh@.t It-is equally paid rdigidus, sentiments, and gives them divine stad 

that such isyits meaning when' ascribed to Jesfis bilit.. , T~ exalted dignity of m ~ d  to 
gifts ad -&aracter which fitted him to suse by the apostles. Let a2t the hduse of Israel hnm if we refer most of those lofty titles and 

assuredJy, said the apostle Peter, that ~ o d  hat& 
made that same Jesus whom ye have cpuc$ed, 

h others regard 5s evidence of 

60th Lord and Christ.: This callnot possib;ll 
doubt, a seeming di%culty, ab refer to nature: this must relate entirely to del 

gated power and authority over mankind. ling some passages of Scrip- 
humanity of Christ is spoken conclude, therefore, that, according to every fa 

method of interpreting the L Scriptures, Jesul terms, wit11 other Passages, 
r wd greatness are set forth in 

Christ is our only Lord, as being the only pers 
who has received a divine appointment to be language. TrinitVians imagine 

iq spiritual Lawgiver, Master, Teach:er, and ~ ~ d ~ -  only 
bsolve this dificulty is to embrace 

h&!besis of two natures, assuming that 
~ l a r *  And I humbly presume, that among all 

, qahTip Wiw9bpth God and ,man in the same Per. pk thesects intowhich thereligiouscomnlunityis , 

Bqk,kmi at their hypothesis is eptirelJ 
p*'\ 

' divided, there are no people more sincerely and E&:!, , l \  - 7 , itoius,,it, q m r s  to US to involve as palpable 
thoroughly persuaded of the divine mission and 

4 7 ,_ J A  

a qpltrldi@/pp qs can be conceived ; and, after authority of Jesus Christ, than Unitarian Chris- 
tians* We hold that Jesus of Nazareth was the a[jrhBt#9g " 8 ~  the purpose for which i t  wag 

lone*~romised Messiah of the Jews, the Saviour iRR@~~i:,,The djBjcul ty is better solved by kee@m 
v 

bRmpp(t$e nature and the o$ce of Ch-ist: This 
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gutre , w a ~ r r d ~ i ~ ~  elmly b i t  Trinitarians i n t i T ~ $  
*is name dinlae aature in Jesus, when the 

, sa*ex;nams, &hdu$b doubtless in a more 
*r 

' d"neragsewe; w~ktb less emphasqis. and solemnity,) 
h&$,t4WF. bhe.ss?neiname, and sw~ely with. a similar 
d & m & ; .  ie~gi~en &o the fo1low:ers of Ch~ist, even 
to dtmg&g ailre Zed b p  tfie Spi& of God." 

(++under.stand by what warrant of 
.,t#ey venture to explain this title 

as descriptive sfia natural relation between two 
, diyipg .p-e&orzg; a~d7~to iwent their bold theories 
abm*@M%j\ s ~ ~ s h ~ i p  and eternal generation ; as 
thOw$@twege; ji~ssi~bke* f b ~  t#e Uncreated Spirit 
m ha6e : jgbf m9 anp .othiw c t h ~ ,  a moral and 
highly Q@@&W~WBC~ L.L Wee,$ miEI+ 4x9 ta xesorrt to 
&be uncharitable( z@x&e ~ l ~ l ~ g a ~ e ~ t t v a g e  of blas- 
phemy, so. &tea p@e@~d ~ ~ , ~ s & $ u ~ ~ s e l v e e ;  but 
wr&t m,wt be ak1ow~&r~~d~e@1~weI* withl. uafeigned 
~i~cerity, thab t h e ~ e  $c$cClrinea &hock o l t p  feelings 
a$ g e q l ~  $aAwf CQ~~~U:II,C;L~ , o ~ w . ~ ~  te8SOn. 

No-wi t b&t@d;i~g, : j~tkerefore, some little appa - 
refit ev;i&en@e- t%hfi;tjle arising from causes 

L 
which it is rlk*@oiw to notice, we have 
a firm persuaaiol4& that' $P@P@ are no solid grounds 

S to US to be lilnmise a.desig- fmhthrowing conEusion~in$~ y W , ous ideas of tire unity 
ce; and a&Btibrity; referring of God, by as$x&~@,a d.isiine nature to our Savi- 

h -' 
I '  , . 8 .  

cannot see by what Ecim~ans- viii-. 14. 
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that in nature he was more than what he always 
appewed t o  be, what h$e spake of himfvelf 
being, what his apostles declared him to be& 
&AN,. But =we yield to none of our fellow-disciples 
-in the strength and sincerity of. our belief that 
khis man, who was of the see+f David according 
ta the flesh, was declarqd to,be the son of: Go,d 
with power according. to the- spirit. of holiness- 
by his resurrection from the dead. We cannot 
receive bim as the true God : this would. be con- 1 
trary to his own express words, that the. Father 
is the only true God. But we do gladly receihyt 

- 
him as the true Christ, the 'great Deliverer whose 

,It* I . .: advent had been appointed in the counsels ofGod I 

' , from the beginning of time. I t  was he who had / 
been the theme Fof successive prophecies, from 
the commencement of the patxiarc hakd ispeusap 
tiom at .least;b!i~f not froin : the momenQ:of  ada am:^ 
transgression ; who was t~ take from the Jews 

[ . q , ~ ,  .tt $ the yoke of ordinances, and to recall the Gentiles 
.'. ;,g ,to the knowledge qnd worship of the living God; 

who came to gather followers from every'people, 
and of remotest gener&tsbns, into one great spi- 
ritual community, bowing the knee in his name 
to the glory of God the Fathei. ; who, in short, 
was the Author of a new and glorious dispensa- 

, tion of religion, abounding, beyond all former 
dispensations, in truth and grace, in manifesta- 
tions of divine wisdom and love, in power to 

I , '' 
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spve,'$o ioetru@, to reform, to sanctify, and to 
bless all mankind. He is therefore justly entitled 

our faith, veneration, and obedience. For my- 
self. L declare that no language is adequate to 

J1 

the reverence I entertain for the divine 
authoGt$ of our Lord Jesus Christ; for the spot- 
less purity and eublime excellence of his charac- 
ter; for the h&enly wisdom and efficacy of his 
dmtiine for the love displayed in his sufferings 
and, death ; for the great power and glory to 
mhich be is now exalted, as Head over all things 

" in that spiritual kingdom established by the gos- 
pel  ! -Join with me, my brethren, in an humble 
and earnest pmyer, that in this character Jesus 

;, 

I may be heartily acknowledged by all mankind, R!* 
and &hat the holy purposes of his mission may 
be increasingly acknowledged in the salvation of 
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US the nature of our qbligations to each of these 
persons respectively, and explains to us jn why  
light each is to be regarded, as it concerns the 
various blessings a% mercies of Christian re- 
demption. This ahall bel th&&bject of our pre- 
sent Lecture. In these particulars likewise,-we 
think the-apostle's doctrine is '$ost clearly UniJ 
tarian, %rf"d widely opposed to the.+v'i@vs,, Ghi$~ 
have long prevailed in the Christian iKarld. * 

5%; l7ai?her, of whom are all things, an$ wetin. 
m .  Or rather, perhaps, from whom are a l l  
thilags,. an$ '@e' unto him. ' In the original 'there 

X.f.,<l . 
is s o h e  aS68rance of a designed opposittdn i n  
the forms of &pression employed. I unders(;;nd 
the apostle's meaning to be, that all the -truth 
and wisdom, all the grate; hmlisess $ern Pas- 
sion, displayed in the go~.pel;~aame outl from the 
Pather, as the Fountain and Givea~et: al$  good.;^ 
and that the abject, of all these blessings3 ..iss~ta 
bring sinful men €as &he Father, to reconcile theill 
unto O.od,'/ta unite thlem CO Him in the sack& 
bonds of faith,'love and obedience, a meet pne- 
paration for dwelling hereafter in kis glorious ak& 
everlasting presence. ' . ,. a . 5 .  

And Jeszcs ChriIrt, by- whom are all thiqgs* otzd 

we by .him, or through hi&. Here there; can be 
no question, that the apostle sets forth Jebus 
Christ as the person through whose agin'~y and 
mediation alone all the mercies of the ehs.i:skiala, 

1. ,$$E F O U N T A I N  O F  ALL GRACE. 20 

&&ve be& bestowod ipon men, and by 
*.&me .men are to be, brought nigh unto 
&is impossible any two beings, human or 

sustain relations towards mankind 
from each other, than those which 

the Father, and to Jesus 
er being is the primary source, 

$appointed channel,-the former 
pod Giver, the latter is the Con- 
the spiritual benefits we enjoy as 

el dispensation. T o  the 
.&herefore, we are bound to present our 

souls a living and holy sacrifice, 
le service; but with faith 
ion of Christ, throiigh him 

in 'heaven, and our advocate 

illustrate these impor- 
S, which in our belief are to be 
the plainest d'bctrines of scriptural 

D 
l 

y 
* 
b er, is one of those 
!$ it is altogether in- 

- 
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1 and spirit. Tlhk :one k~acest4all 
to ,the merercifii inte~fafereaee .of Ghrigf 

*%-.E' TO tahe 

this eubject .sets befme oar minds. +The 

she gu3k and m k q  sf rslimb 

 ad zehzmatio.n were . 
Qn the p r t  pf mawkind, Theilr heants 

mt lestraxnged fsem God.,, 3and no over? 
re~oncitiat.ion pnkaeded. from them; 

Q 



YPorld, d display of unspeakable corn- 
and benevofPnce 6 'the whole human 

en such was the '~kture of our 6a- 
, &m's ,hiision. Where s i ~  a&dtinded,, grace did 

bre &and. In the midst ~f their in- 
wit(:k&ness and hardened reBelliob, me13 

d a(ith a ~e&i?n&er' of pezke, a Re- 
m e r  aknt by. 'Him whose 'oofnpassionsz never 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ r d  the glad'ridilpgs that there is 
@&~&~-dl their transggessions, on tlie *mildest 
&W& Mn&tent with their r6wn etemhl: welfare ; 
the. wk their alms and prriyers, bufSt%eir very 
gd:& rmd wretchedness, had ascended $6 a me; 

I ~mial t&b&Ood;  that because they were both 
un&ble to deliver themseM6$ be; 

,%oc~-to~be justified by their own 
wpzto. B e  w e d  by their own wisdom; 

mkrcy of their Creator had been 
*&wt. their deliverance3by an act of 

d and unpurchased grgee. 
&big conceive, is tbe doctrine of tlic 

the origin of our redemption 
b4r$f@Myb had been hidden for ages is 

e! mahi&fe%&* tEt-e mysteryi' of divine love, t h ~  
7dur Almighty Father's mercy and fop 

We arts haw awzre, that during long 
and disobedience, when scarcely 

or .a sigh aroie' to heaven from th8 
{rnaokind for pardon 3 and salvation, all 

' l' 

: .., L *  
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&is time+ - gr@e ~ + d  w i i $ f ~ t g  .over: ~ m g h + , ~ e s u ~  is d d t l e s s  to be b- 
tb@ World- with Jeagnsuffeni~g pi t s  &And w J k y  . his chooen and ~ancdified minister in 
at de~g&h'*~t o p ~ y  appeared, *bringing salvation at. into m e c ~ t i o ~ .  W:e @annot consemt 

wR30pN weay id W Q ~  @P$ .$@wse the Father w bruhh wbliy ; we cmaoL part with 
06 it; are amot  willi&$ti1108: to 

t.9 ..@iq wises$ a& fi 

sesolve& toJkgdd. it faat, ,?S 10% 

~~~bsu3saw bhbGbgI Et ljlqmh.l 
~ @ ~ ~ u ~ & . @ ~ ~  dw$i, qnd emib: $he so 
@we&hh ~ i @ i ~ W S i l  Pather % #he high 
@ib& &&e8j',c 'It migheik~e ~wp'm 
vi@& @ ~ h t r a ~ y s ! ~ p & ~ i @ n ~ ~ ~  ?that &very bdlicevir 
wM14 :b@le3eekn +how 'c~ri-ipleijeJy ice is at 
w~iith tbU i&as of, $ e r  iq ~ ~ ~ i q f i c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  wooatigg 
i @ ? % ~ n ~ @  a bf ar].$i;&iald,. p i ~ c e ~ d  ing fronB. Q :!&il;d om are things,, and we 

, , ~ h r i ~ t  is the only Mediator ; --,hot 
and figurative sense, as S01319 

the sacred agent or messenger, througll 
spiritual privileges and blessings are 

F"un2tai~ of merdy. I& bad equal, partner, m from the Father of mer- 
Or c~upsellor, i~ devisimg the gracioug Dbrm 



to God from Chris 
per .to shew, to wha 
or qountpnanced in 

epatlce of the gospel, seem not to 
r b t O d e d  upon them directly from 

our Saviour himself; but 
by Jesus, to be exercised in 
previously-received them of 

mercy- dnd favour convkyed to 
fs purpose. This is the light, 

tion of, '&be gospel. 'Grace. a ~ c y % ~  v$hich the Scriptures represent 
,d+fifit, the.out-pouring of the holy spirit 

o~~$aitk,f.~-a.nd not an 
degree, or in any thi tj$xaEted, said Peter, and havai~g re- 

M h e r  w p o m i s e  of the holy spirit; 
* d c h  ye now see and hear.* 

<..tciL recognize our Lord's 
nd agency, as the Minister 

relates to the original redempa 
, by the introduction and esta- 

iag dbne that was done, in the'ac- 
2uorW Unto himself;ir&i$ committed the df this wise and merciful work. 
reconciliation to the apostles.: I t  is evj I must crave to express my owrm 
whatever they .did @;as &one mow 

y. I t  was the solemn promise of 
S disciples, when he was about 

authority, in his name;, . a ~ d  forth of his bodily presence, that he 
~ ' & h  gfhem even $0 the end of the world; 

* John i. 17. 
f 2 Corindlians v. 19. 
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or, according to a more proba@@p,ewim Q& ttrr, 
words, auto the end .QY $he age.i&ki@@m, ,wdh~~ewer, 
may have been the exa 
pramise, whether we r+ibtjto .be ~ ~ n f  aed 
to. apostles an4 t h g t i ~ ~ ~ s k o & ~  .age,. &,OX- 

&enrd,tr> his discig 6#11wes,j)i pl!ainQ rGt$e 
to a. ,large -exercise O * ~ P I S ~ Q ~ ~  ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ j  ab.-&la,e 
~aedi~w~tn of diviae, blessings, to 3yg 
ecltei%aia.;a douht it hat, the gwrnise h:%y&8ygjfai+hi= 
fully~,~cqompli:sbed. I cantsee no 
grow& Eo~: denyinpglthat the actual me&ja$&c 
lufChrietto ip the salvation of soqb and th4hVdp1 

b - regeneratio~,of the world, @-.g 

shall be c~ntinue&-t&@&&p~r! 
ages.. It. is wor th$&&a@r3t.i@kJ &hk 
is fore told in the 8t$ip&1g~w~&mgt~e y+gqC8&f 
Christ in the ,mocat "gavef @~:&hqi pq~rakd 
shall ;be still more splendidli e ~ h i b & e & t @ ~ ~ ~ i , i  
has ew;yek beqn. At his voice, we are told, i h ~ ;  
dead)&ald he ~%Es,e$. . , . He shall come again, ia4>t@c 
&@!-g Ais R~ther, @W# of the hazy angds, 
tk&.:w hole raml of mgnkind. S hral l be j udggd,&pY 
him. We ore- expressly inf~rmed t ha l$Qz  ii ; Q O ~  

to give up tlae.;+@ngdom $0 which h ~ + h ~ ~ - b ~ p ~  
appointed, until a futu?ei -and g l ~ r i g ~ s  . g ~ ~ g 4 $  
when sin and deathicand ak& other enemr@s,.&&h 

have been put under his feet. Then ke&&~&l*li'&~ 

" Matthew xxviii, 20. S 

- i 

-7 - 
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;i+ &Q the Father,, that God may be all in all.* 
80 clearly revealed, why should it be 
bat the personal rnediabion of Christ 

d sioful men, is at present en- 
wsPendd ) H e  is. not slumbering in the 
, E ~  is possessed of irnmoretal lifq, and 

barn& ,*h eet.gnal reward of his ubedi- 
,d .suffegiag~, Why should we '.imagine 

discharge of his medistdritall .office is in- 
tempted since' we know tha&* his W-ork is not 

.fiipi&ed.? I t  iie, surely mores reasooable, as 

as' *@re agreeable to the language of Scrip- 
ure,. @ believe in and t~ acknowledge him as 

medium of all spiritual blessings; the 
&ward of God to dispense his favours 

to fai thf~l  souls : the chosen instru- 
@ad by whom the Father $is still 

@g ~eooncile the world unto himself. 
gb(enlpt t~ explain the precise manner and 

@e of .our ~aviour's present rninistrat-idn in 
the-,8mmal and spiritual concerns of rnadki-~d, 
WPM be seeking fn be; wise above what is writ- 
ten for oar instruction ;, and might be justly 

to the charge of presumption. But in the 

general doctrine, there appears to me to be truth 
pwppmted by the authority of scripture; truth 
pr#ectly agreeable to the dictates of right rea- 

* l Gor. xv, 28. 
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ae.*e Friend. of Sinners; the appointed Saviour 
+&gm that believe and obey. All minds, at 

. W&, may be rendered happier aod better by a 

**aa:l and serious attention to these peculiarly 
--Ch&ian principles. 

These .imperfect remarks must suffice io i.l!us- 
i$ ofhe apostle's position, that through tht 

0116 Chlsst are all things;-all which 

r ~ j ~ ~  or hope for in our spiritual capacity. 

+ 
l$ affirmed moreover, that we. are by or through 

.&a,- by which I understand, as $already ex- 
plained, that through him we are to seek recon. 
ciliation with tbe Father, through him to a p  
p~o&h God in acts of penitence, homage, and 
~bedienoe. This principle is directly or virtuallj 
~ ~ f i @ d  in many+other places; and it may bt 
t d :  in all the language and conduct of the 
e~lyJdisciples. It seems to have been regarded 
by the apostles as necessary to the perfection, 
to;&e complete acceptableness, of all acts of 
CttPistian virtue and piety. This faith in Chrisj 
this serious'and'affectionate remem.brance of him, 
in fulfilling those duties by which we are in- 
structed to "work out our own salvation, imparts 
a,,b.umility,. a tenderness and evangelical spirit tc 
a&. %character, which elevates even the ordinarj 
virtues of life into deeds of Christian piety and 
discipleship. It were easy to mention a*number 

_ I ,  

$Pf . . 
. v  , of important particulars contained in this general 

1 6 ';g 
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nfide&e in the hope of securing 
a?e by no means to 

eeially such as :are of a still 
cred nature ; those, I mean, 

the love of God. g u t $  
lass of motives, am@>n@t 
a leading feature. in  the 

we, The loae of Christ, he .,, judging this, that he .died 
who live shtoudd not ,hencsfo1rth 

that died for tliem-" 
application of this 

oiaed itn ,the sacred -wriL 
nature, th.at we mu& 

. It is thus inculcated 
Whatsoever ye do +in;coord 

e nume of the Lord J~SUS,  
God ,and .&he 8athe.r by him. Jf 

ish a solemn reimemblrance of 
faithful mention of him to 

anlisgivings, in all 
r p d o u  and grace, offered 

f divine mercy,. Nothing, as 
plainer than our Saviour's 

0 effect., I n  that day, h9 

+ Coloss. iii. 17. 



r THE P&?P-BEI1 

: - laid &! bk d4@&$pfes; jf&ming the fol , i ~ m m : :  - This practice, seriorsly 
ink? *ihkr;~wurreebioo -and 'ascension, when he eo- tly. observed, cannet fail to give a pea 
te~~dti~~~~r&h~~+fu11:g1rgries of his ofice,) ye of Christian worship* 
BS&<&~ ,W&$@&a &iit whatsoever ge shall Q S ~  the rs must be, in a sense, purified and re- 
@%* ,iPr . name, Ire wiEZ@e it you. ++ ~ 1 1  he throne of G&, by 

I *@ ' b@~e perwgd t h e  New Testament with at- a such g holy medium,' as that 
W~~@&*WUS& h&  how faithfully the apes., by a devout recollection and 

sl~ke~ti6 appear to have ob- our benevolent Saviour. 
$'&B f%*&%~, iiknndeed, tli at they .more ardent ; our . thoughts 

~&&@~iia&&91$;"1preme and on l d ; our hearts more 

b ~ $ ~ ; - ~ ~ ~ ? ~ ~ ~ ~  ehhhj&at to be ad- *meek; when we are thus inspired 
, rnmembrance of .&he- great filercies 

is well-heloved So,n 
-d~ighb Even, therefore, if the in- 

Q game4 to offer5 their prayers to the , aui<~&,. and the undoubted prr - 

istians, were not Such 
aQI: tb@ will of their Master9 about our duty in this 

ill be natural and beneficial, 

y4%&&elbves .and n*oreT&b for all .things unto God a*nd 
OUR LORD JESUS 

2 . ;  ' ! r 

:of these observations may be 
fw'words. N o  mun conteth u%to 
J ~ S ~ S ,  but by me. t And we have 
$& @qb important sense in which 

;%w~;%tmc, and applicable to his dis. 

.,M ages, NO man can approach the .Fa- 

John xiv; 61 



' '.& .; z, ? . '  .,. . 
&: S,"'. 

miderations vd$iqhl Bave been submitted to 
, * .. 
W ,ttgntio~ in fhis Lecture;- TO use the Jew- 
.&. $rasdogy ada"pt~di in the Wew Testament, 

is a Priest as well as. Pkophot Be has 
& ; r . n c M ~ t & l e  a ~ d  is- entered: into 

. h-, holy place, there t o  mediate between 
his foUowersg &@QF~ Ke is abh to 

m ae* fi. &e ~ ~ o s # , , & h a t  come untb God By 
. this. kn~w, is highly figurabive ; 

& it must ham a deaniog'. And how can 
'& .=D lesq or why sbould we take pains to 
&e it mean l=, than that. Jesus is,appointed 

act- contindly between God and mih by spi- 
r i t ~ &  intercanre, tsD F bn- b@~-ed'- 

hmm redemption ? Re? evw &oe$hk to. make 
w e m . o w p  a. t From this it" is ne@necessarg 
b ~ d k ~ ~ t m 6  that he p~;d$t orr t& Father to 

@gpt ous'06edimce; but 
b h&ersta.z;r$ that h.e is in 

or& Tms-Ehrist should be 
our thoughts, especially 

'when we are abootto perform any pious and 
' Christian act, He ~hould not be disregarded in 

the enmunter with- ~ a t i i , n ,  in the discharge 
of arduous dutiee, in ehe endurance of trials, in 
the solemn ~ X B P G ~ B ~  of' devotion. It is in this 
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Its. We 
', 

d .h cautblu! mp+t~ mw~straln tnese anam. 
these i ~ l u s ~ & ~ ,  aomtpari~ons between na- 

mi spiritud3ga~irg: . . .  this will r n r  be apt ~o 
WlSti 

-it U 

arties 
that 

mes. 
[sually 
are at 
there 

-1 nus, in 
happens 

; variance 
has been 

- - .- - 
h-*e first mmed!oll~ and injustice on both 

woulc 
a: itn o 
an(d 
whom 
aai&, 

i be ( 

ur vie! 
men ;$ 

I there 
ist gnk 

)ur error, 
ws of the 
*and thus 

r 2 : n ~  exik 
gkror &a@ 

W to b~ 
; a d  yerkaqm; i6 is) $so. But again, -1et;it .be 

> ~ & i r e d  . - i b  sbill &re t~ecprently h&$fWns, 
I $he caae%&~Flties and estrangejrnentst amongst 

y not 1 
e parti 

nave been 
less yet at 

essEs ;some great. .&.bstade, some 

mg dislike a&&.aeJuctance to be overcome on 
si.deg3 before &k&rcclre reconciliation can take 

lace. Now, if we batirie: foimxed ehlightened con- 
mpti~ns ~& the suehe< iB.eingr, such as reason 

revebticm unite ta keqc%~ us, we shall ,su.reJ\y 
it, -&a& to include &4i idea in ougr views of 

-&km rwancilhtion &odd likewise be an 
h mrm. Tf be truth -. iu the Scrip- 
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t. 

52 M E N  R E C O ~ C I L E D  UNTO GOD 

ture decrarations of the infhite mercy and corn& 
passion of Godi itwere highly abs(lrd to imagine 
any unwillingness, any natural impedinlent, any: 
+posing principle in God, standing in the way . 

I of ay re60n6iliation between him and his sinful 
creatures.- Yet-who will" say that this isSan errol* 
too gross to be entertained? Whb does not per. 
cedi~e that this errdr corms the pith andvstrength, 
o@.kt!@e. popugla-r ddehine' bf atonemenk b'. thk 
Ulo$@of Q hrisf ? ' How familiarly do the believ6rs 
in  ?$@&3 qoetriwe-speak'dbf % a !reConn'led GoM; .an . & eapfe& -mkaobn tb ~he.S~~iptufes ,  dnd'which ' 
savo~~ii%@dr more of heathellism than oii"Ctiristi-' 

-%:h,e thought which evidently occupied the 
~ttention of serious ~hrist iaks of the popular 

persua$:ifon,' relates to, the infinite wonder which. 
Jesus bds . aecompEs\h.ed in p~evailing on God to 
be reconeiEed- t o  the world ; in procuring, at t h e  
pr ie& (of-. lfi#@:o:w1ni % i ~  h i &  sw8erings, thte bo0a6f 
f&rgj~?eqes@t~ffiqm .&h i2&%nded r@j.esfQ of-, $@akwr ! -. - - ' * * % L  - 

sacared w ~ ~ t e ~ s  are i%&o 'de& 
w~i~~h&hil~:&~o;dnstrous. del u sion ! 

to be !re@o@&@#&w&@*f~$&~~.t8n'& dehlare this .to be 
1 

the purpo~~~d@~#k~4@sp~f~~dis~ensa'tjion *re But in 1 
no =one 
con cilec 
feren&e 

* - 

i ns!kaPPec ~~&bk~c~taiwgE;I.t that C h r is t *a- 
& @@@ .tb . P R @ J ~ & ~  !This important dif+ 
; bi&sveen fkr@.EJI&&~@e of. the apostl,es +and- 

the languagb of modeknwre'ed$, cannot besoq.ing 1 



religion of -Christ. Witha 
r ... l 

a scriptural, SO obviously consistent 
tm%j so abuqdantly sufficient for all the 

1 f~itb and confidence ? Let 
=Iea M 1'118 worshipersb add his glory to be ~n the sinlplicity of divine truth: 

fe*ted* .in Jesgs ~Ghrist all bhe eving tl 
a and a@ bhe~graeib?~$ att,pi&$e% of ~ ~ d ,  weter 

l 
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and ;wea+keh..&@mp~3&i~&m.O this. tru th upon o 
minds @~~$@'~&S~-%~O~UEL umio~~ nature, an 
pes&n;.@fd*ee, which are neither script ur 
$lC fisn;f@Fal$@3bi'J1ecf +'f. - . . 

m*a&$$of, reconciliation by Jpus  Christ. In or; 
'to bee:bh:is suhjectr!i~~ it6 true light,, it will be 

fi$@wes&ik i t j~~,~a~lk : to: unh& thea. ul iar account 

hri2~sighd?~f~.'1:~~s.on idolatry is error ; 

* ~ & & u l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g 4 r t ~ ~ t ~ . a ~ u 1 0 s t  +say the 
t~~~'@@~~bfi@uage~~~-f.cript:u~re, :a state ;of. ido- 
y&t,*w, ss' - , . a ~ 3  ail3%gIsilh 6s: state of '  .*ilienatiopl God ;, 
~+i<tg i%~~f  :efimity in :the hearb -of men ta.war#ds. 
8&e-:%*Wad; who alone is entiqtled to the. wor. 
;sh@~;&pd16:~p~iiritua1-.o~bedience pf all his intelligent 
c#;~'&?uIP~&' mhis 4s. the+s~piptural,+. the religious, 
the9, Ghpi$@ii8@ v1i@!wiio6 $@he& eond1i tcon iof sil.rn$q@ 
F$ gi& d~&$db@:&u;tBa& %beibsc: a gWiem :of .the &~t&ul 
d t ~ ~ & ~ ~ ~ & d @ ~ & # U  $@l,&$ dd&&icb! f~gm &hatl 
ch&d~jtta&~%i ~~~~~~~~i iap$d:$r@m' a1 l fielb 
in@%fi&p$+$#&@5g&$&$ a: @&~igimust n8t~1:e* ViCiO US 

f i r ~ : c ' ~ i e & $ ~ , ~ ~ $ ~ ~ ~ ~ & ~ ~ & @ ~ ~ @ ~ ~ ~ & j ! s a ~ ~ l i , ~ ~ t i o ~  of the 
exattdd + ~ ~ ~ l % & & @  C ~ B ~ M ' J  >mature ; they are the 
so(~rc6 bf~rnue~h~dibS~,~&&%$&h~: ;. 
they. les~en~~6~@*@~~@$@&&it@o,th,~o,fi .the individual 
*h& $8 enklk~cid kiF-ih&&ir wd of society at large. 
In  this point of3 vie"*, ~ i v i e d n e s s  is justly con- 

" 1 

-d by every manlqf sense and reflection. 
his, it i s  p&i& would be equally true of 

& &erefore be the religious 

tcrLae will fapour af God. In addition t~ 
a h i s ,  then, sin may li~kewise be a state of en- 

alienation, state of disaffection and 
a t i o n  towadi tbq7moral Ruler and Judge of 
h + o r l d  in which 'peculiar light it is the pro- 
Fi&Sect of fx~.&eeligion to represent it. , Tha 
dl: in fack i@he representation of the Chris. 
tkn &ripturn, :few persons will venture to dis- 
pute*, All si~pners 'and idolaters are said in the 
* i p t u ~  ta be under condemllation before God," 
&,be aliemted from ,God by their wicked works,.f 

', to 3 tuitliosrj God in the world,$ and in  conse- 
pcde~ce to stand in need of reconciliaation. Such 
*.the. accqont :which revelation gives of the 

1. c~rmdi~tition) of manki!~d, both under the law 
&mtwre and-under the law of &loses. It cannot 
b,prhewn tba% this acco~lnt of the state of ttle 
W O ~ ~  is falmjt i t  cannot be shewn that it is in 

aBF degree eraggerated OY unjust. Nor do I 
amcei,ve that &.is, fairly chargeable with any of 
tbt, O ~ B C U ~ ~ V  d r  mysticism, which sorne friends 
to.-rational rdigion have beer1 disposed to insi- 

\ 

I 
' . :;j L * *  v: 18: * ' .t. Colossians i. 21. 

'. *; f ~ ~ t r & & n s  ii. 12. 
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e . 0% 

1 

. ' Cplt-bY6 better wjay this life and benefit 
r a t u r a ,  bt.$ esp$cially that ye may 

e as sin$rs and strangers 
at ye map,., pxepafe yourselves. 

. qg: of holi&epsj for an everlasting 

. ~ Y ~ r i o n  in PUriq and happiness with your 
~a~ in h w e o  I I man,  that all the doctrines 
* < . P b  Of jesus ,qhrist, uttered for the saj- 

*-* of $he world, qjree with the views given 

i(llmzipture of its pwious state. They all tend 
& ,hpre= our with this solemn truth,- 

chief er3 of sin consists in the alienation 
he heart$tffitpm .God, and that the principal re- 

wwd Of hdipess is to be found in complete rs 
yrnCiljation. d union with Him. 

There can be little doubt, that when the apos- 
- tle spebks $ the aoarld, as being reconciled to 

~ ~ d ,  he alludes .particularly to the heathen 
sunk as i t  then was into the lowest 

, depths of , jd>olatry and wickedness. To his 
Gpgtile ~any&gts, therefore, there must have been 
8 'peculiar truth,and force in his words, which 
we. may not so. fuily appreciate. They knew, 
fmm eqerienmI what corruptions and miseries 
Wong to a state of ut&r ignorance regarding the 
%d@ighty and d1-smqciful Spirit. They had been 
.#pmselvea delivered from this condition and 
kgyght  nigh unto Cod;  called out of  darkness 





e language of its advo- 
v& W e  must also ac- 
true, it is a doctrine of 

our Saviour, whose teach- 

mwe.adore, we demand to be 
S a single syllable of all this in 
Present us with the warrant 
doctrine, in the words of in. 
we will, bow to their aubtho. 

aagboj a'doctrine so opposed to the natu. 
gllm*&fis of reason and piety, on a subject 

aeeply involves the character of God % - pIP& spirit of true religion, we could not 
&:ieceive the mere inferences and inter- 

&$ fallible men ;-not, even if we were 
d.'iscover their fallacy, which however 

& we can do most plainly. The bold, 
dless assumptions, by which such a 

ed upon the language of the 
, appear to us as wonderful I-!, 

in the history of human error. ; - 
ritten in Scripture concern* " 

crifice of Christ in its most $ 
ing no allowance for those pe- : 
sh phraseology, those strong 'i - 

eastern speech, which yet .; 4. ( 

- ,  
h i  

..*r I 
L .  

'. ; . 
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T l l a o o o H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ @ f ~ ~ O  E L ;  ;?F{; P R I S T . ~ ~  

;ion of &Q2;hwbl&~~=5~e  are uot reduced 
g& .disposed to allow 

eripture must be 
eg bear the sense 
s has ascribed to 

eet our brethren in 

2onsider, for &j~~mutual edification, W bat 
real i m p m R ~ e i  what were the real 

of the B U @ i ~ i m l g ~  and .death of Christ. 
, we mu:$ -to p~bvide, that, beyond what 
,itten :shall be., assumed,;- nothing 
be inf&@&&j&inca@sistent wbthythe clear -and 

DwledFw :,C ~$n@i@le$of divine:revel abioi~g We 
put in @~~el iminary . .ca~t ioy  in a be&alf&.~f 

4; P ,+ 
I gra&4g$:~,od+ .It is surely a reas@i~ablle -- - - G 

9,  ' . 

!hrisd&~+$$i8h #by deduction, whioh gpes t o  

pealed in the words ol ~ired 

P 
h: to qualify, such truths as are .+ 

$ition, ;that th+ere was nothing in 
ral r@@migb&tween God and Chrisf to 
differei&b@igc%er *to his death from that 
:S rigbq*$i%rtps, there would still be 
nt ,to justi&~@~@vvarmest gratitude, and 
mnt for the $4&ape of the Scriptures. 
~od was shed &%kke cause of human salva- 
He d e w  ~ a l ~ e s ,  for our benefit, to ! 

?, 
,?a,-) 

-. C ". 



* .  P r .:d.*e writere, r&ti19g to the suflerings 
of our Lard, aii&ses no more than is 
in Unitarian yiews ?of his work and 
hatmr is to these views, in the 

wla r*doc t r ine  of &&m~*ent, is -pure inference 

I upd'puitous assumpti@h. That there are some 
ties of p h r a ~ l ~ ~ g y  employed on this 

t m Scriptu~s,  which would not have 
:wplOyed by but Jewish writers, and 

require to bs .interpreted accordingly, a p  
me undeniable ; but I cannot perceive 

X- - 

that &is &in%&xstance affo,rds any advantage to 
Zbelievera 4 the Trinitarian doctrine. They .& 

mav repeat the language of holy writ with their 
v .  

ideas attached to it, till they imagine the 
hapage coveys those ideas. We may so often 
hme heard this language confidently appealed to 
in 8~pport of what are termed orthodox opinions, 
*z$rnost to be rendered fearful of giving it a fair 

'S~~CE*~. But a calm and steady consideration of 
&c l%cguags itself, with a reasonable attention to 
tbet character and circunlstances of the writers, 

I will dispel all ddijbts from our minds, and bring 
us back to an ubtvaverine faith in the pure doc- - - 

J 

$trim of the gospel. 
I have said tbt aP this is true and interesting, 

jepen-an the p u p i t i o n  that there was nothing 
hk.the m o d  relatiin between Christ and God 
wbicb might @we d peculiar character to his 

,, ,?,$* , *,3{ 
I, P" C 



'V. I' ,,. ' .mt.;&;$$;: ,& * : . , > J  . . 
6s " ' 3  M E N  R E C O N C I L E D  U N T O  G O D  %'v;'"+' 

w+au Jn - t  

cleat*i I am -more than 'oubtful, however, 
this supposition be correct. Is not death plainly 
declared 'in the Scriptures to be the moral de-' 
nalty of sin ? Was not our ~aviou; without sin;* 
a perfectly righteous character ; one who fulfilled 
the law of God in all things ?' Though naturally 
subject, therefore, to mortal dissolution like other 
men, was he r~ot morally exempt from death, 
which was introdhced on account of sin? And 
if it were so, was there not in his voluntary death 
for the good of mankind, out of subnlission to 
the divine will, a meritorious act of obedience, 
such as no other man could render, and which 
might well be precious in the sight of God? Is 
it  not the doctrine of the Scriptures, that for 
this meritorious obedience unto death, even the 
shameful death of the cross, Jesus has been re- 
warded by Gpd with that exaltation to spiritual 
authority and power, in which he now reigns, 
and shall reign till sin and death are destrgyed ? 
Iss i t  not true, then, more e~nphatically than ap- 
peared before, that there is a close and solemn 
conuexi.oa between his death and all the spiri- 
tual privileges we derive from the gospel ? I 
can only say that these views of the subject 
have long appeared to me to be true and scrip- 
tural; and that I seem to perceive in them a 

9 + HeG. I - -  15. 

j. - ,  . 

-rt . 
&is%. p *a$. . b ~ ~ u t y ,  which increases gent .. t~- th& hristi'an religion. 

i:ioIkls j&ssings of our holy voca- 
h I .  

+ ,,cGa,t.riking exhibition of the con- 
$ h i c k ~ g d : h & ~  appointed between obe- 
,O&,m&tallity- ; between purity of mo- 

:v . . 
ebanr@&@ad the highest glory and happi- 

~ ~ F ) l ~ c ~ ~ 2 e g c a  t ~ l e  can enjoy . 
Feans employed by Christ in the 

11. . . v .  

wa+L& diir,xedemp.tion will come to be discuss- \ ~ ~ ~ s ~ , ~ e  Lecture, 1 shall conclude at pre- 

&-yli& &Q4r%ctical exhortation, ariging out of 
-1 . 

?t; have been thus far developed. 
h,?ve seen, makes the way of re- 

T,~ ?,Epear plain and delightful. May 

bggP the earnest invitation of the* 
' 75,  

$Bo: Iji &hpist's stead, toe pray you he ye re- 
This invitation is addressed 

ho belli'eve in every age. Let 
ladness, and turn with ready 
gatitas ,of holiness and peace. 
Idecla!red himself willing that 
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"" ,, 
. . N ~ ~ ,  concerning eithe; the general object or 
' . e c u c h r  doc~illes bf Christi?zity, to fix on any 

, t h e  to the exclusion of 

ders to pervert a figurative expression, or dew 

s r j p t i ~ ,  'into a literal statement of facts ; to 
strain thati which was meant only as a particular 

of knforciag some general truth, into a 
&prate and peculiar d~octrine;--this is a great 

of error, absurdity, and fanaticism- On 
tb4 cohtrary, to look upon these various repre- 
sen.btions in P. sober and rational frame of mind ; 

to one with another, so as to prevent 

hagty and partial conclusions; to gather from all 
of them the general principles and true spirit of 

the gospel ;-this' i s  the source of that pure wis- 
dom marks the character of an enlightened 
Christian, alld exhibite the profession of religion 
ifi its most dignified and graceful form. 

ct of the present Lecture is Christian 
tion, its nature, objects, and means. In 

cabng jour attention, my brethren, to this most 
important comprehensive subject, I feel con- 
siderable djifiiculty in determining within what 
limits coofine myself; so many are the inte- 
resting topies which present themselvea for dis- 
cussion I shall endeavour to be full and explicit 
on'the m o ~ t  eosential points : others must be left 
to future opportunities, and to your private ip- 

E 

'& 
& 
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which I have introduced et, since he was a man, we cannot be 
'learn, that when temptations assailed 

be .fell from the state of purity in which 
creatg;d, and comtnitted that original 

and disobedience an the awful course of human dis- 
owbce to the dll of God. This evil example 

h* have followed ;-with the excel 

evils, from which it is the purpose h of one man, who, though in all points tempt- 

redemption to deliver mankind. Th l i b  m me was yet without sin.* The 

rntjfe of' Christianity, as it is expounded 
by the ap~5~I'8 Paul in his epistles, certainly rests 

t b i ~  fiunglation,-that all mankind, in their 
iaturai, anconverted state, are sinful and guilty 

her Adam, in consequence of 
ansgression, suffered any kind 

the world by the first man, Adam; that the guilt moral change in the constitution 

of disobedience to the perfect law of righteous- e, .does not appear of much import- 

ness and of God, was contracted even by the firstr us, un a religious point of view. I cannot 
wms, that the Scriptures give any coun- 
a an opinion. I t  is sufficient to 

inherit from him9 as the natu- 

tlonly. And this, simply, is so far fr acted upon by the circum- 

unreasonable doctrine,? that it woul condition, does lead us into 

highest degree unreasonable to doubt it. AI-" artures from the laws of reason, 

though the first man was perfectly innocent and of God. As we are the chill 

upright, when he came from the hands of his S . 
+ Hebrews iv. 15. 
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dren of Adam, therefore,--in'other wor ' as m. to me to be alto- 
are human beings, -- we are ~~i~ni@krs~ ~8n.d < th o&unded in scrrpture, to be manifestly 
gospel is avowedly addressed t o  us * in. this cha+ fact, inconsisterrt with the justice and 
mcter. As we are the offspring. of him W-ho W 
fashioned out of the dust df the earth, and whose: and fatal to all rational endeavours after 
f~a i l  ty was: so, mani'fest . in the readiness with. 'snms. Nevertheless, it is true that sin 
which he yielded! to $he;- first, temptation, .so are ., 
we earthy likewise. And' &hough we may not 

- \ 

all sin after tbe similitude of Adam's t~ansgresl 
sion, yet have we all fallen short of &he jast,re;. 
quirements of the divine law; we all feel the ly to be admitted, therefore, that from 
power of sin reigning in our members, and to 

' 

; g ~ e  bwnning the whole human race have stood 
often in our hearts, warring with the in f l l i e~~eo~f  @.W& ,of redemption from S I'Ni 
all good principles. L.) is &so the doctrine of the Scrii res that, in 

Thus far the Scriptures teal ; and tht teach- =l government of God, DEATH :is* con- 
ing is confirmed by the testimony of. odr own , as a consequence and a penalty, with the 
minds. Thus far, to  the best of my knowledge,. of men. Death, we are assured, i s  the 
all Unitarian Christians believe. But .the :popu] sifg:* And in this-chapter of the epistle! 
doctrine on the subject, as you are well awa @mans, we read tha t  as,by one man si?ir 
goes a great way beyond this. It- assumes:that, to the world, and death by sin; so death 
in csnsequence of tbe first s in of the first man, on all men, for that al.? have sinned-t 
there came a great and, total corruption of nature! point, likewise, the popular doctrine 

beyond the teaching of the Scrip- 
]:ace of mankind :age born in sin and? corruption, e required to believe, that by death 
guilty and depraved. bx nature,, and thereby inca- Q mderstand merlasting misery, to 
pable of fulfilling the.  ill of -God ih the practice t %l. mm have been condemned since the 
of holiness- Nothiog that FI hajxe .sail& pespeaing mi and from -.h'-\ those only can be 
the actual sinfulness of the world is to be under- 
stood as giving the slightest countenance to this 
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nk the; is any particular 
I pa:t&&l;2~&@qtip.i.D~~hCigg  it^ in the case: there is none that I can 

' ~ u t  it is sufficient for us to know, 
a1 necessity there may be 
the body, that change, that 

' ~ ~ P F u p ~ ~ n  or suspension of l-ife, to which we 
algi-&l m& subject,--it is morally jastijEed in 
b@:4ZY8 @ / ~ @ d  to men by  being made the wages 

:KT mmplate salvation from these great evils, : 
&renf .rioee Christian redemption consist : in deli- . 

f ~ m  the pollution and misery of SIN, 
e fear and condemnation of D ~ A T H .  It 

B&T emcely be necessary to ohserve,. that they 
its benefits, will, be saved 
ust otherwise suffer, the 
nishment announced,, by 
nst impenitent sinners. 

perhaps, be rather looked on as a 
consequence, than as one of the direct 

mption. The sentence 

ssions forgiven, to those who 
the new covenant of grace,-it 

o future punishment is 
o continue in faith and 
science, however, may 
the Scriptures largelj 
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-bc 
at between sin and death? In that heavenly 

to which it is the purpose of our Saviour's 
itual power to conduct all his true 'disciples, . 

- &dery soul shall be filled with the perfecti$*.e, of 
god,  with affections of piety and benevolenG2 

sacred and unutterable bliss; . 

all behold perpetually increas* 
e glory and goodness of God to 

edeemed spirits! But on this part ': 
.V  me$$ subject, as there is no material difference 

;;faopinion, there is no call for further di$cussion. 
f $he first importance now presents 
eration. How is this salvation of 
ught about? What means are 
d, through Christ, to eRec this 

the Christidp dis-, ,qMemption of a fallen and sinful race? We 
@$ow the answers that many would retura to 
&aiese questions. They would remind us of tht 
&$finite merits of our Lord's sacrifice, and of tht 

purity and happiness, there is rro ,&iviqe scheme for transkrring his righteousness 
, ,a imputation to guilty men. But as these things 
,.#r* 110 where clearly revealed in the Scriptures,; 
' #p% $hey appear to the judgment of calm reason 
@?mewhat unworthy the character of God,--we 

- ,&nnot venture to include them in our views of 
$@,e method and means of Christian redemption. 

' ' -l~&orne of the means by which this work of grace 
h karried on may be concealed from our obser- 

- -*vation at present ; but many of then are open to 

E 3k&, - - 
it!?:' ." m 4  

U 



our-grateful noiice a d  admiration. Look upon 
!he perfect law of arise his& h ~ \ x ~ ~ , p c e , p t s  
which embrace &mdq%. of,piety, ben~%o~en~e,  I 

and self-mn:mentl - which . no& onlg., regulate 

which this divine law h 
forced in the gospel ;-the dano~ciation of *woe B 
and sogoish to e7my nntepeotiog sinner, ,tfie 
promises of glory, howur and immorality &'all 
that abey. Ldo& l a p  tbe bright &d 8potlGs 
exmp1e of Cbr& hh&lf ' fulfil& bf aalPrigh- j 

'kind of.qora.1 s&e~- - 1 
dqrk history of ,oyr ' I 

deluded and wi&d race, like a brilliaqt star in 1 
the obscurity of night. Look u p  the many 
chekring snd delightful trtlth~ which Christ *has 
revealed coomoing the mercy of Cod, the gooil 
w s  and loving-kind 
who is not willing that any should peri~b .ia theif4 
sins, but will have all men bmught to"a kn# 

' ledge the truth, that they  may be saved a id  
mae~ti6-d thereby. In short, look upon the W hok 

dodrines, holj commandments, 
rg pmmises, and d l  the heavenly and 

which the Christian religio 

- 'h 

$4 
the ~6ntern@1%ion o r  its sincere believ- 
es@,' b%ing received in the mind with 

1 '~&&h and lave, *itha a teasonable 'kqpic- 
their truth, with a solemn sense of tb,eir 

afity,- with an earneh desire to cultivate'the 
Bkter they eilcourage, atit t% ralize tlYe hopes 

. - inspife,ithe& ard the lprfncipal means of 
tian .redeiernpti$n.' By tlie operation of these 
I$+, I daobi,ncit, through the discipline of 

the grace of G&, the hearts of many 
u%&ad@ true believers; in all ages of the 
i$!hj3.bavb *been &ctified and prepared for 
b h p p i f i e ~ s 1 ~  heaven. .In this simple teaching 

~a$iour,--enf~~ced and, illustrated as it -is 
1 i s 'a~n e&&tiiple, and clothed in the authority 

h bklongi .to t k e h v ~ r d  of God,--there is a 
r to render his di~tiples wise unto salvatio~~, 
rify thkm frbhla~l sid, ttr hake them, what 
ires they should a .~ectrZiar peoble, zeal- 

@he effect of the geY..ine aa~pel, whe. W it l$ 
y apprehended and sincerely believed, is to 

those deficiencies in our knowledge of 
and eternal things, which the natural 

our own minds neder could have s u p  
* I t  clearly discovers purposes of heavenly 

Titus ii. 14. --!-l*, Z f  

* . -&@&I 
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and L , p ~  iwdsecre t 
q@#~~~i,depg@never couL*&qse;, been 

$@&Y&&j~P~&&~~b.(&ehhelp of reve&@, It  
~ ~ & ~ ~ j # & ~ ~ $ i $ e , s ,  and aids to h oli n g e  &h ich 
n*k5qi@i$w%4&~+" feebleness, could not 
smg@f$+ d ~ ~ @ & ~ k b ~ &  - fa&@&~nd a . ,  all :&h at rea- 

, p,e] of Christ is the power of F d d  bnto salvation 
do eaery one that believeth." This religion is 
founded on an enlightened faith in things spiri- 
tual and eternal ; it, creates a lively hope of etehal 
happiness,- and becomes perfected in$the sincere 
love of God and of Man. Whilst it purifies and; 
,trengthens the characters of individuals to the 
highest degrees of piety aijd virtuej it is fitted 
accompany human society through all its stages 
of improvement, to'mature 'thii,faculty of &'&ofi 
and cherish the best affections of -honian nature.' 
Qnly through the sidcere' belief and practice of 
this religion, therefore, cammankind hope to be 
redeemed from error, superstitionj and sin ; those 
evile with which the whole moral creatioll g r o w  
ed and travailed together until the conling of 
~hr ib f  and with which even those who enjoy in 
some measure the fruits of the spirit, often groan 
within themselves, waiting for a more perfect 
redemption. 

In cbnnexion with this+ +rt of our subject, orbe i 

thing of great importance is still to be noticed.' 
It is the persuasion of many sincere Christians, 
that the favouring injuence of God's holy spirit is 
promised and granted to all who earnestly labour, 
through faith and obedience, to work out their 
own salvation. So much that is f'alse and pre- 

*. Rom. i. 16. 
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sum , fanatical ahd pernicious, has been gly 'to tavou~%~ese hopes? the hearis of 
boldly professed res.peotitng i@fi:tm$+ in$aences, me* h.av,e.ran inward evidence of their' truth. 
that we cannot greatly wonder if : tly"l;&i6nal then, - by o,ur language and .conducF it1 
and sober-min-ded' frielglds of religio~ .hti&- been, ion to popular delusion, should we gi%e 

in a few instanms, disposed to disca?d.*&@&h a sn to -men to charge us wibh a -  positi~~c, 

persuasion altogether. But ' may not t&is be o f  all such influences ? If any have done 

equally rash in the contrary extreme? -, On - t it be well ~onside~red if they may not have 

subject of this nature, it is probable there will .too unguarded. +I trust and bel.ieve that 

always be some diversity of sentiment, according ,, spiritval aid is afforded to men of sincere .S . -  

to the character and experience of individuals. severing piety ; and that an assurance of ' 
All pretensions t o  a special guidance from'the fnrature is contained in the romises of the 

spirit of God, in regard to the truth of doctrhes, l#bW#i&  pia ;tjr 

or to authority in teaching, we may safely reject, all, in the last place, offer some remarks 

untik they are supported by some such miracu- impartial and qniversal character of t-he 

.110us .an&! decisive proofs ,as those which the 'in- istian scb'eme 9f ae~demqtip~. - To ,whom ark 
spired: apostles were able to exhibit. But surely blessings of this salvatbion f~eely ,~f$el-ed.? On 
there i~~nothing in reason, nothing in sound and t.;will they be finally bestowed2 On the 

comprehensive views pf nature, to hi-nder us from nly ? Is there a chosen number of -the 
h believing that sincere Christians, in their -secret an race, for whom alone the gifts of righte: 

:: struggles against infirmity and sin, may aldvhyiys ess and eternal life are reserved, according 

look for spiritual assistance from God. Certxn ,@yereign. decree of God ? And are all the h. 

it is, that there is nothing in the peculiar doch mankind reprobate ? have they no part or 

trines of Unitarianism to discountenance -this his, .dispensation of grace ? W e  all know, 

cheering expectation. Is it not perfectly agreeh &rep, that such narrow and gloomy view& 
: .iq able to our views of the grace df God, fo believe e, gospel stand on record in creeds and arti- 

- that sooh exbraordinary and effectual means of ~ f .  ,human invention, and are still zealously 
rediempbion may be often bestowed, in reward of ed ,by thousands. The doctrine amounts a 

a faithful application of the ordinary beans a1 old and unrighteous limitation of divine' 
~ e a  The sacred Scriptures appear esa ! But, bles---1 be God, it is false !  he 

4 -  
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invitations and promise if our Sav~our ire ad, of the gospel .have never reached, shall 
dressed to aEE that labour and are heavy,Za,de?z- be judged in righteousness accordillg $0 their 
oppressed with the burthen-of sin and the fear of FQSb ; not, however, by the Christian law which 
death. In  these last day$ God hath."'spoken bv - they have never receiv*d, but by .that law ,of 
his Son Jesus Christ to'his whole human family, reason and ' which their Maker had 
encouraging all to seek his fvour by. repentance; " 

\vritten o* their h*eaYts; and with a: rr~erciful re- 
pledging the word of his eternal faithfulness that gard to their ~~~~+al*-d@jrees of rekigi~us* know* a 

all who comply with the conditions. of salvation ledge. ~ o d  wilb ve~ i l e r  to every man:according tm~ 
by a life of Christian obedience,-all who cherish ds; tr8btxlation' and ungaish. apon entry 
such. a practical faith in their Saviour as may 

S mhn that doet18 evil; but glory, hoac 
lead them to beep, his commandments, and tread nd peace to every man that worketh good*' 
in his footsteps,-shall assuredly enjoy the reward perhaps it. was the design of the Author 
of everlasting happiness. There is no re~pect bf l a t i~n  to veil our prospects. I sincerely :. ' 
persong with God towards the followers of his pity the man, ;md at c~tlF+~tu%h@l.l 

a 

Son, The means aad privileges of redemption , who after due reflection and inqui~ry 
are freely proffered to all who sincerely embrace rids it necessary to belike, that Christiaaity 'hag 
the gospel. determined the eternity of filture pu- 

The doctrine of the Christian pri~ Nothing in controverted- theology ap- 
this all-importalit point is too plain to be reason- e more'$ound, th;m the criticisms~and 
ably disputed. At -the end of the present scene by which such a colrclusion from . tKe . 
of probation, the whole world shall be judged il indefinite language ,of .cue "ScriptCires; ~ 

righteousness.. Then, all to whom the holy. law, o be wholly unwarrantable.. :I am hat 
of the gospel has been proclaimed, shall be tried * 

altogether prepared te maintain, however, that 
by this law according to.their works. They that. 

' ithe doctrine of the universal restoration of2 the 
hive honoured their Redeemer in their lives 'rvicked, the final purity and happiness of all 
be exalted to immostal glory. They. that have- is a positive doctrine of the GY17istian 
abused the precious advantages of their faith Yet I hbpe~in its u th  and t... h 
$hall pass into a state of condemnation and p*- . %- 
aishment* They also, they whose ears the glad 

-. l 
8i.P 
j?<,?? 
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effects of the gospel dispensation ? 
deducible from nature, ,nor.fiihy revealed id* 

w h o  not aware that their views of it fell far 
Scriptures, I even believe -ib its. ~~t .is, ,bort of the wisdom, the beneficence, the univer- 

probable that we p ~ t ~ ~ u r s e l v e s t a p o ~  a wren 8ality, by which it is now seen to be character- 
search, when we endeavour to gather from th May we not be similarly situated with 
sacred writings a clear and express account 

,,pect proceedings of the future state? 
&he$nfinal isslt es of God,s In oral government , we know that the present world is a state of =, . 

this looking somewhat further than even t probat,ion; we know that the wp~ld to come, * G -  

iighk of revetation was intended to conduct us ? whereof the Scriptures speak, is 89 be a state of 
In tracing the past:ways of Providence, in COD. After death comes thej&g?ente We 

neffian'*ith revealed *reli,gion, we find that th by the word of Godiin h! the duties 
have been distinct periods, (or ages, as they, 

of present state ; and in $be ,general prospects, 
in scripture,) succeeding one another by both of the and. the, Wkked, in regions 

divine appointment ;, and we may remark; t rave. $,Further than this, it seems 
people of' one age were never permitted to ign of the Christian revelatioq does 

have a perfect forekn@wledge of the blessing not extendm In the mean time, it would seem to 
ordainedd for the next. The worthies of the pa- bes incumbent on us to encourage such hopes 
triarchal age were promised, that their poste final destiny of the wicked, as are 
B b ~ ~ J d  multiply exceedingly and becolne a g consistent with the infinite wisdom a!3d 

goodness God, most in haernwy with the corn- 
g l~r ies  $i~,plaJ?ed at  &$oormt Sinai, nor of the ma passion and loving-kindness of all his .past dis- 

pensationS. That the countless multitudes. who 
die in t ' r  sins, will be consigned over to end- 

and unmitigated torments, is a doctrine that 
ought not to be entertained without the surest 

tiOn, was to come i*fthey expected the advent af ' warrant of holy writ; and this, I am confidently 
their Messiah ; they knew that he was to be the persuaded, it has not. Rather, should reason and 
author of a happy and glorious era. But piety anticipate the period when the ways of the 

Almighty shall appear, even to the nlost guilty 

I .* 
L . .  . 
i 
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when be shall have redeemed ALL.,NEN, and r b  ! 
conciled them unto himself, through Jesus Christ! 1 
I have no doubt that these sublime hopes affected 
the hearts of the evangelists and apostles, as they \ 

! must affect the hearts of all who are truly imi j 
bued with the spirit of the gospel. 
sacred penmen were, perhaps, not colnmissioned 
to teach universal restoration as ,one of the doc- 
trines of Christianity,-yet the prospect of this 
boly and happy consummation of the ways p[ 
God arose in their minds, as--i$ must arise occar 
sionally in the hearts of all good men. If indi. 
aations of this be not sometimes found in their 
writings, I must confess I do not understand 
them. The reasoning of the apostle Paul, par* 
ticularly, in many parts of his epistles, will seem. 
to be weak and inconclusive, unless we allow' 
that he had such high and blissful prospects in 
view.' I 

S 

eds to terminate in LovE :~wben sin an 
shall be abolished, and $&ity gfid hafi<inasrshall 
reign universally tbrougiout his Goral dsminionsi 
when the W hole intelligent creation shall be made 

ly should we labour to improve all our means of 

free with the glorious liberty of the,sons of ~~d : 
%lVation, and implore the divine assistance, that 

may be able to make our calling and election 
. This was the great design which Christ 

came into the world to promote. His character 

- and qualifications were suitable to.his heavenly 
. task. As Adam committea the first transgression, 

- -  and the reign of sin, so did our Lord 
t the first example of complete obedience, and 
trodace the reign of grace,. through righteous- 

ess unto eternallife. ' The influence of his doc- 

How grand and merciful, then, is the work of 
1 

human redemption ! How should our hearts glow' 
with devout gratitude to the Author of such vast g 
and unutterable blessings ! How faithfully shouln 
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Colossians i. 16. , 

BY HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREATED THAT ARE IN 

A ~ E N ,  AND THAT ARE IN EARTH, VISIBLE AND IN- 

JBLE, WHETHER THEY BE THRONES, OR DOMINIONS, 

ALL THINGS WERE 

ial universe is the 
$eculiar work of Almighty God. I t  is in the 

@cou8tless and magnificent wonders of the natural 
- *creation, that we trace the proofs bf God's exis t  bee, learn to fear his power, to revere his *is- 

dom, and to glow with adoration of his unspeak- 
"3: 

. h ' .  : -!%,able . . goodness. The order, beauty, utility of the 
- 4 

, . productions of nature, both animate and inani- 
* - a -  

'mate, % - ,  fully juatify the ascription of these attri- 
"butes to their Creator. They proclaim, in lan- 

I guage not to be unheeded, - The hand c which ,y 
- ;'made us ig divin 

' When the- via ns,'the earth, the sea, 
=G' 
;,B t+ 
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and all things therein, leyy&&ec narura1,world node heopePcg'&d earth, and the sea. Ild all that 
spoken of in the Scriptyres, IQ, refe.ence to , 7 

in thm &.S .- Of Jesus Christ they speak 'also in .l. 

creation, this marvellous exercise..b@!iivine cnerg prayer ; but speak of him as 3h entirely 
' 

, ~ l  
and skill is ascribed to Jehovah, the God of Isiae . I  

d inferior being, calling him the 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. od. I t  woi~ld seem, then, to be. dear- . 

In the present *stage of I _ 
of sacred writ, that the vork 

it must not be affirmed that this remark is true operly so called, helorigs to THE 
every passage, without exception ONE, the only true God;- and not, 
ation of material things is mentioned in the Scrir- abdiy or in part, directlyor instrumentall, 
tures : this would plainly be to assume one of t h  .his Son.' Jesus Christ. 
chief points which it is the.object of this Leetu . ~ ~ b ~ i t h s t a n d i n g '  -this plain truth, it is Jesu! 
to prove. But I cannot suppose that any class ~ h f a  of whom.we read in the words df the tc 
Christians, or any well informed person, will d ~t ia Christ of whom the apostle says expressly 
pute that the general voice of Scripture ascrib that: hY him oll things were created that are in 
the creation of all things to the sole, unassiste b & ~ ~ e g ,  a d  that are. in earth; visible and invisible. 
immediate power of Jehovah. Thus saith t is this the alone place in which Jesus Christ 
Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, &.spoken of as having created all things. -Thu! 
have made the earth, and created man upon it; it appears, that Jehovah is declared, to have cre 
even my hands, huae stretched out the heasens." gted .tile hamns  and the earth alone, by hinzse 
The pr,ophet Isaiah writes ; Thus saith Jehova a d  yet that creation .is repeatedly3 ascribed 
thy dedeemer, and He that formed thee, I Jesus, the. semnt  and messenger of - Jehov 
Jehovah that muketh all things, that stretcheth for Bow. are these ,apparent inconsistencies to 
the heavens- alone, that 'spreadeth abroad the.ea reconciled ? This inquiry involves the' :subjec . 
Ay myself.? when the krbt disciples prayed wbidh. I now propose to bring under: you 
spiritual aid and protection against their S 1 , . , -  

we read that they lifted, up their voices to. $here are three'hypotheses, or interpretations . . # iv 
r- 

one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, who ha of~rjcripture, on this subject. 1 

Isaiah xlv. 11, 12. 
* ~gd-i*24. 
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h,. But is it not exposed to other difficulties 
T&ost equal magnitude ? ' How cair it be'c&uly 

it repeatedly is said in the scriptu'i&:>. 
vah created all things alone, by him:- 
is simple command, Let it be !--if he - , '  4 

ted nothing by himself, but every', bhing 
Been f,eqp@lg, engaged in this mighty dis ency and instrumenal~ity of .,, , W 

. &xi+!@ p ~ p p p $  i ~ i s g ~ r n .  This ii the c0 
5 

gain, however, I must. not be 
C+- 'F. 

M 4 py y0u.r time in dzisputing aigaidst 5- 

must procted to explafn and  defend L 

, then, I maintain that with respect to 
of nature, the material heavens and 

4$$&ih, and all the inhabitants thereof, Jehovah, 
ather, is the only Creator ; that 

T htits -in$erp~eta$~~~! is also open to rn~any other ere made by his immediate and unas- ): , 

m a b j e ,  qbjecti\oqg, which I shall not ddi& And I hope to shew, that when any ' -i , .  
. pretqg\.rt $g i s . . ~ ~ f i  ,~bj.?LPt~ ia thgse &c eation is ascribed to Jesus Christ, it is t? . 

ngle instance, intended of the natural 3, , 
&d. It is always and exclusively meant of that- " , ' -,' 

1 change in- the condition of mankind, both ' 

and'~enti1.e~~ that new state of things in re- 
's religious pridciples and practices, 

jK, 
hristiao dispensation has eff'ted. 2y 

ktion by J.e63us Christ is a new.arid. moral , 

g a change in the moral condition of .; : 

rational family; the formatison of a new i- , 
.*<l RJ man withih us by the sanct ring influ- L 

'8T divine truth. 
F 2 



l 

A 
BY 3EYUS CHRIST.  

speski41g, as most Christians believe, of the future 
*dLand* dispensation of the gosp61; ~ehova&:de- 
b+.:.Behold I create new heavens and @'.&W 

*-, \  r @l&-; and the former shall not be rememhired; 
&l?,cdme into mind. But be' ye glad and rej'oice: . 

j$j+ 
'.&er in that which I create.' Or rather, (as 
original is translated by that ac'cohplish68 

master of theJ language,, Bishop Lowth, ) ' Yf 
-~q+ce and exult in fhe7 age t o  come,'wBich 1 

~ b t e .  Is it possible to doliljt,"that the language 
bf the apdstle was borraGed from, or written in 
imitation of, the language OF the  prophet? 
Heie, in the very words of prophtecy, we have a 

key for the interpretation'of .all those 
p~ssriges in the New Testament which set forth, 
tZlat by or through Christ 811 things have been 
crsated anbw in heaven and in earth. Can it be 

L 

thought strange, that the. ~hristiai;  writers should 
edbldy such language as descriptive of the mol-al 
renxdmtion eEected by the gospel, when they 
knew it had been so employed by that evangelical 
prophet, whom effusions they had bken used to 
stbdy and reve're from child hood ' 

' ' l  Akdbtdingly we firid, that' in the Christi 
d2riptures also thk phraseoloii is employed, in 
a'great many instances, where it is impossible 

.,, a Isdah lxv. 17 r 5. 



THE NEW 

sense-the very sense indeed;,fq k@&ch ww cm, 
tend. Paul addresses the B 
We are his workrn6;nship, ..C R E A 

CHRIST JESUS XJNTO:@~QD W 

hqth beyore ordailzed that? we shoal4 walk 
Further on in the same epistlej he wri 
Be renewed i n  .the& spirit !of your mind, andhput 
on the new man,-mhihich o f e r  God IS c R E ATE? IN 

I(I(IHTEOVSWE$S.AYD TRVE~BOLINBSS.$ 1 4 , h j ~  

second gpistje to the Coriqthians, the same wfita 
has tbepe wosdq : Therefore if any man: be in C&- 
Jesus,heiso. NEW CREATURE;  old thingsare#$s., 
ed away, behold all things are become new.$ T L ~  

k can be no rnisunder~~g~ding of these pass*. 
Men are here ce-rtainiy -said to be created in 
Christ Jesus. But is it their original e 
is (it their mo~tal bodies ? is. i t  their natu 
- 'lich is spoken of > Assuredly ,noSt. 

BY JESUS CHR 109 I ' 

uns&pural. It has -at least the advantage of l 

- r  

being,' on the very face of it, i n  strict analogy 
the idiom of the Scriptures, as well 9s with 

the leading principles of revelation.. But .we 
more than this. Is it not resonable to supr 

pm, that the creation ascribed to Jesus Christ 
. in one portion of scripture, is the same kind of 

P - -  

cration, the same moral and s p i r i t ~ a l ~ r g e e r a -  "; , 

hop which we know to be. ascribed, t s  him in 
othex parts of the saclgd writings ?( Surely it is in- 
cumbent on those who assert that it is the same, to 
prove their assertion by the fullest and most deci- 
sive evidence. The whole burde.n of p p ~ f  just- 
v - .  

lg liss with them. They are beund to shew, 
that there is some peculiarity in3 $he disputed 
pssages, which renders it absurd to usderstand 
then of the new mow1 creation;-something 
which compels us to apply them to the creation L 

of the ma,terial world. Unless they can accom- ' 

plish this, the doctrine of Trinitarians must ap- . % 

pear like a wanton departure fpom .the known 
signification of the Scriptures, for the sake of 
introducing confusion into our highest and most 
settled conceptions of th - &istinguishing glory 
of God. 

Now, that there is W 

passages under consider 
trust, from the obserwi 
your serious attention. 

We will first 
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For "6' him ' l t k i ~ ~ s  . ~BFY e7geesl. <6h%;&4..% 
"X€ 

heavela - in.. ed+ti$'a~kt&e%@q@&88le 
all .things *ere re~4~&&1i 6y'hih a$$qT hi%$: . *,*.. 
language -bf tH6 :~a~osi le  a p e  +Lineqaio 
Blz- .&he* 4u~s~fti~~'s ,L-~ught .W& unders 
that ' he i&b&?e ?$p&tki%g bf Bke.origina1 we 
trf n$idrtipkwngdi? . h . 1  . am. &t foss t$ikagine. 
%e lndet' so urrd&fsthdd h$& 1'. tBe& afijyay-t 
in the cant&% that ~e&e8shrfiy leads'to%ti&h~a~e 
t.lug&yxl $p4'-p&i - &.>'t-.' L We g&@li fin% : that 2 
apostke is- brtriting ' tkroil'ghdut the :chapter, 
of the' creaJt{ail yjf the. pwfld; %d&<~ff@Jhris 
red6&ptioig and rreformati'on;s'~n .tjk~T$revi 

qerseS,'bel  gap; .&(j ad&& demey&j :&:S fTBrri. - .  
': .+ewer of 'dikkness ;. i i d  'hi& trhnkiatkdf ds % 

. .. 
',~$~e';7k.&ng~om of-fiistls. dew soh $C- inLt~h&. &e. 
L . 

~e@empt?on, through hisvbldatl, kiiefi thk 
4 Igf gins ; ujho 'is me frnjnhgeVidfdf 

J i s l o ~ ~ '  of eve@ credt'd~e 

I 

n I S .d+ .:i I 
I S* u r & ~ ? ~ @ e y ~ @ ~ f i : i w ~ ~ i &  eamh or thiqgs in 

&oeh.* - ~ ~ # @ ~ g : : w & ~ ~ ~ f h h g ' m o r a l  eEec ts of 
c)e Chrinm@#*~&%dQit;$ah, .; &a@&\h y should it be 

iiBt9~tntk$&i.T&d&i &f i&bi~,+: bhe apostle 

$hFns off bk4apb1jr'-& 6~@3&&\ogtgina1 cre- 
;- #ion &kmslo"jah&$ili j ~ ~ & ~  B~&QI~!* bqrett have r e-t 

m r w  '&iB&)ab %&i7~&~bilingA i-n~emp-reh~tion, W hen 
we kno~&&&tbe~har;nb@ v i t e r  h& ' i n  various 

L glaes spw:~6vpmbhe~ ~It'htiod;. a~rneral crea- 
tion, whi@& wad&: be: altogether suitable to the 
subjecf $B&l3s :present writing ? Is it not reason- 

& e sixteenth verse relates 'to able to$@@&$ tkd 
gsa " . ahvbh[e v6,$ses:befo& an& aftet it. 

C ,hich~~;renm3~grfm@.&knswledgea.... 
z :..-p 

W -  

nst 
The context, 
as, i s l  clearly 

A. in favou<@fgbi+i4~@m&kn. a % ' 

! p e r h a ~ ~ ~ ~ L ~ ~ . t b Q u k h t  that th6 I guage 
9 *.. 
.: of the pasj: i@&fi~#h~e .tagi&~~.nnd pli rases m a  

t i&~iouEil be~umderstood of the 
. q>J&tt us see if. this be the case, 

to theChristian *d@ki,@pi.,-are facts well known 

the apostle explains himself. in the ive%%@s 'g 
foIlow. We read afterwards, thatlHeqis the 
of the body, the church ; - the hegiPcnin@ $.the ed. sense in t.he Scriptures, 

." bors f r d h  the dead; that in all things he- $imply, all things relating 

.have the preeminence. For tit pleased theik 
..&. thats inl$kim should all fu lness'*drcrell ;'and,' 

h+i&dejpedce fhrough- &he-bEobd. of .hisl!cr&ip 
him to *reconcile. all thzhii~ unto himself; bp& -g  

* :'W*' - 
" 

8 .  

1 , -. 
I . -At: 

C a _ * .  
6 5- ;da . 

?- .,,q 
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apostle John, and ye Know all things ;W that is, they be things in earth OR thilag.8 in 
beyond a doubt, all th*$&-Wnected -wilb . To the same effect is t h ~  language of the ' 

true doctrine of Christ. .:In the .same sense our 
A -  f 

qSile in writing to the Ephesians : God @ade 4 

Saviour ptornised his 'discifles;'&$i, when * .  
Mown gnto us the mystery of his will, that in& 

holy spirit, the cqmfGrter, was cozve:, ksesho apeperation of the fidlness of  times, hem@'&' i .; 
- tog&ther in one all things in C1~ri$fi, both q 

is always to b e  quali.fredtL by :t.+hle mcune of t aFe heaven and which are on earth. t ' 
subject fo which it refers;:landi c ~ ~ d + q , u e . u e n ~  - wba an this mean, if it do not mean, $batfbykl * 

L ; s)le dispensation of the gospel God hasdetermin?, . i* - 
h - 

f 4 to bring all Jews (and G ~ n t i ~ ~ s k  u n d ~  
t .  tioh influence of one pure and heavenly religionl; 

* Some may stumble at &he exprmi, . 
' and under one Head,&~y;en Christ wha t -  

i 
I 

snd earth, as* though they m t ~ t  ,, We understand by al( things in haven and 
earta, which a d  had purposed to u 3 C ~ ~ ~ i l e  to '1 'm= fe~sppeta"t~i& we 'can@@d, -&p&2 $hoBne himself 'by the cross of Christ? DO we' under* .i' . \.* h r iphres.  : me. hweisaeIy ~ k ~ ~ e ~ p a s s a a e - ~  &Rand &em to be the hills'and trees, the stars and " ' * "qaoted from ,$he pr@#ecyl;Q$J &saiah,,1th8tt: a of the natural earth and& heavens ? NO ! 

~l?eaf.i@n of bieavsn and earth: rhay;implp,ao m% anguage must be  
l~ha9 a great change in the spiritual a ~ , ~ d i t b ~  since. i t .  is mankind 
privileges of mankind. The truth pr@ba$lg ciliation with God, 
(according to Mr. Loeke's suggestion,) that fi - ,and of being gathe~ed together into one spirifual 

fold. ~~t not, then, entirely. abandon the use 
on these subjects. Let US do jus- 

be admitted or denied, the w~g&,~~~~,f 4Q;Nr con ed writers. Let us allow that 
g will a @ ~ ~ d  the unbiassed inqu&eE fuu sak;sg%C'Qt 

on the p~i i l t  mder consid@;ltimn. it!@lgsedt 
*athw by to: reconcile all thiligs or&*kEmS all mankind are 

':.",-""' . 
hn. xiv. 26. * Calassa, i. 19# 20. + Ephes. i. 9, lOjli 

' 

k 
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This conclusion .woul 
-unless, ,indeed, when damined,-that instead of calling for separate-coil- 
cify. theseLthings in heav ,i&rntion, they -serve mutually to illustrate 
words phinly shew th Q snother,: Aad  to make all men see .what* is the 
the natoral uniirerse? . *  fe~ow~Jaip  of the mystery, which from the Begin 
meant the sub and moon, the mountains ,and the: , of the world hath been hid in God; who crt 
vglleys, &he sea and all things therein ? Fark. ad@ all things by Jesus Christ, the~intent3tha. 
otherwise ! .-He .says,, all things,, whether they %@m, unto the principalities a?z&powe~s .in heaaenly 
thrones, os..d~nainion~~ or principalities, or p02ders.t~ pbecs, might be known by the church the'rnaatfold 
Khat.  are,- thsones,: and )dominions, aud. powersj. of God." Here also the ,apostle speaks, 
if, they. be< not. difrerent - states of the social, them of *the stars in the firmament, riot of the air 
ecclesiastical, the moral and re1igio.w world?; atures that dwell therein, but 
Tlley are not parts of the material creation., Tghe. of .principalities and powers in heavenly .p.Jaces ; 
apostle has *thus explained his own meaning by., alluding, I suppose, to the powers and authorities 
descerlding to particulars. .The sense we .put ,, of. the Jewish hierarchy, in the downfal and 
hpon his language,. so far. from being a forced .of which, to make way for the new 
interpretation, or a loose gloss,. is borne out, in dispensation, the new state of light and liberty 
regard to .every.. important expression, by. theA, 
common style of the Scriptures, and recommends ; 
itself to the unprejudiced mind by its hal:rrlony.4 perity ofthe church of Chrid 
with all.tlielgreatAand.unquestionable ctrines . In the first chapter of John's gas. I, as i om- ' & 

P - %  1 m-y monk supposed, there are passages in which it 
is affiqmed that all things were made by Christ. I. - .  
T h e  applicatioo of these passages to Jesus, how- a 

e 6 & ~  ~$h~eirgt$,sqgs8 t and .rnos& )@%phi@$@ p18r - -  C 
e~er,.is very doubtful; but even if they are pro- 

ho&@&..r&I-a tiig, to . the sIr@j~ctof~ s u ~  p?@~ ly so applied; our, forrner observations will 
~ e ~ t u r e .  There a . . 

. require'+ cu~ly -a brief: 
.-, .YLX 

; . P?, 

. 9 

. l ! , * -  
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shew that $hay 6ug11t to be ,gq$e&~od of 
new moral effe6&&%br6%@kit,he go$eli 
A ~l th2~g-s' mere made ,by him, says t h~l$vangelistj 
and w#ho8d hint was not uny thing-&& that was 

:But it b~as often been remarked that .the 
word, kEmslaated made, is rarely, if eger, used in 
bh$' scripture$ to signify the creatioo -of natural 
thinrgh mhe passage might even be rendered, atl ' 

&hidg&~ame $0; passsfhrozrgh him ; all. things rda- 
~ h g  to the C hr&&an. dispensation were done b~ 
ksgsus, & tgmder; his ilmmedCate authority and di- 
yettiro*. ." TCris is omthe supposition that the words 
refeer. to C%ritst ; wl~ich; however, is not my own 
opinion. 

In the epistl : Hebrews 
one or two passages which require attention. 
Speaking of Jesus, the writer says, hy 
@od) made the worlds:.? But can this 
the natu~al creation ? Did the apostl 
iiia a,plurality of worlds ? The truth is, the lan- 
guage of the originat Sc~iptures will not fairly 
waqraat- sac11 +a, .deaninge ,The ward rendered 
ecoytii does not s ig~$*the outward a 
frame of natam, -but an age, a,duration of ,%ime, 
a. period or seriesk-of iev'ents in the dealings of : 
Divine Providence y~Whatever may be the: e x a ~ t  . 
meaning of the paiss%gej therefore, (on which 

* John i. 3. " r nebrews i. 2. 

\ 
U, . . I -2  BY J ES=V$ 4aIST. * 
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confess myself doubtful,) it ce?tainly relates en- 
tirely to the moral dispensations of God, and 
*ather confirms than weakens the e\ 
general doctrine. 

In the same chapter we meet with a sublime 
quotation from the Psalms, which is commonly 
thought to be here applied to Christ. Thou, 
Lord, in the beginning hast laid th.e foundations 
of the earth, and the heavens are the work of thz 
hands." This is one of those passages W-hich will 
ever be understood differently, (and with equal 
consistency by all parties,) 8-ccording to men's 
views of the true doctrine of the Scriptures con- 
cerning the nature and dignity of Christ. Were 
I a Trinitarian, I should probably understand it 
as addressed to the Son. But being fully per- 
suaded that the passage will justly admit of a 
different construction,-and being also persuaded 
from a thousand considerations, that the sacred 
writers would have turned away with astonish- 
ment and fear from the very thought of address- 
ing such language to Jesus,-I have no hesitation 
in believing that it is addressed to the Father, 
the ontly true God. .L- ..q W-- 

U& 
From the views we have oeen able to take of 

this interesting subject, we may safely pronounce 
that the - only kind of creation in which the 

* Hebrews i. 10. 



agency or Jesus Christ was co~cefi*"d, -.W Nas thqq 
moral creation of lrn@@~@d .tb hhewness of ']if$al 
which he wrought by.' declaring th& will 
workillg the purposes of God in the revelati 
the gospel. In fact, this is but one of thosejfi&d 

j .U 

1 rative modes of re,resenting the great design %H@ 
influence of Christianity, of wh.ichv&.e;, have QO@ 
sidered several in the preceding ~ec tk re s .  S 4 4  
cere believers are created by Jesus Christ;unto'r;d 
life of good .works ; as by him they a're also. re4 
conciled unto God, and redeemed from sin am& 
death. That this is the sense of the Scriptu.~e@ 
in some places where the creating agency d.@ 
CLilrist is mentioned; can never belsdisputed. Thititd 
the sam$e 'isv .kot seen to be the sense ' in all ,ofhe#! 

, pl~ces, must arise, I apprehend, solely froiri th@ 
circumstance :--in the plainer pxsskges the aposcfv 
tle speaks of the renovatii~g .eEeets of the gosP& 
on the character ancl co~lduct; of individuals*; i& 
the obscurer passages he treats oif the revolutiorug 

hich it brought about in the institutions, .c.ua# 
ms, authorities, and general condition of $h& 
hole religious world. In this latter .v4iew1 o 
bject, he makes use of phraseology $$hi 

hough perfectly natural to ,a Jewish -'writer& 
t so .familiar to a modern reader.; ~ri#.nl '  

ciccumstance,.and owing to a. prevaidin&t~ehvi 
+:-n that Christ is God, the language in cp~B9ti. 

nas been greatly misunderstood. Yet sope-PeaBj 
, . 

ed and excelleur or the orthodox-persuasioii 
have seen the errc id ha honestly sought 
to expose it. 

A little reflection nlau ,,,ch ;, that the l- 

forming and reviving effects of the gospel of 
Christ were sufficiently great and various, to be 
worthily styled a new creatioli. It is hardly 
possible, indeed, for us in the present age, who 
llave been nurtured from childhood ill the holy 
principles of Christianity ; whose minds have 
always been nrore or less accustomed to the in- 
fluence of its truths; to judge of tbe mighty 
changes this religion psoduced at its first p~ibli- 
cation, on the nlinds and hearts of Heathen and 
Jewish people. 'The gospel makes known a num- 
ber of solemn, comprel~ensive, lumii~ous truths, 
which, suddenly revealed to the minds of idola- 
trous men, confirmed by signs and wonders 

l 

~vrough t befbre their eyes, possessed a divine -. 
power.and efficacy which its prese~~t  careless 
professors call but faintly conceive. It is neces- ..- 

sary, however, only to recur to the pages of the 
New Testament, to be convinced that when the 
gospel first beamed its heavenly brightness on a 
beclouded world, the changes it wrought in the , 

moral conditio~i of mal~liind were vast and wori- 
derful. Wherever its truths were received, the 
face of thiugs quiclily wore a new, a brighter, a 
lovelier aspect. The religious world underwent 
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jtransformation. ?'he -,hierarchy declined 1 
$and perished. The heakhekgods were driveu 
qfronl the empire they had held for ages over the : 
enslaved hearts of their ignorant votaries. Their 
temples were de~~erted, and their impious worship 

the true God. A con~plete moral: regeneration 
was eBected., ,"he poor and despised of this 

l gradually exchanged for the love and service of : 

world arose from the spizitual degradation under : 

which they- had lain for ages, and displayed the 
energies of rational and virtuous beings. The 
rich and great-though it was hard for them to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven-freed them- 
aelves,.in not a few instances, from the enslaving 

-avarice and luxury of their station, and started 
. $ 

lnto a new existence of pious and benevolent 
zeal. Idolaters and sinners shook off the chains 
a£ vice and superstition which had held their 
souls in bondage from infancy. Age forgot its 
feebleness and, inveterate habits. Youth forsook 
the enticing pursuits of pleasure, to lead a godly 
and sober life. A peculiar people, zealous of 
good works, every where gave testimony toL the 
holy and gracious operation of the new religion. 
They were endowed, not with the spirit of fear, 
but with tRe spirit of adopted children of God, a 
spirit of power and of love ;-power to overcome 
all temptations, power to endure all things for 
right&ousn~ss' sake, POWL- set at nought the 

malice of secutors, ar persevere unto the 
end in the 'ways of uprightness, faithfuEness and 

Where the gospel shed its benign in- 
fluence, truth and righteousness, hope and joy, 
were seen to flourish with unwonted vigour. 
Where its pure light and reviving energy pene- 
trated the souls of men, a new creation was seen 
to burst into being. And the fruits which adorn- 
ed this new creation were not material and per- .,& ishable, but the spiritual and in~rnortal fruits of * 

l 

love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meeltness, and temperance. 

Let us dwell for a momerlt in grateful medita- 
tion on these truths. Before this goodly frame 
of things was created by divine power, all was 
deformity and confusion. The  earth was without 

form and void;  and darkness was upon the face 
of the deep. But God said, L e t  there be light, 
and there was light. The spirit of creating love . * I  

breathed upon the face of the waters;-and out 
Q€ blind chaos arose this scene of wonders, which :a' 

it so much delights the eye and gladdens the 
heart of Inan to witness. The firrnalnent of hea- 
ven was adorned with brilliant worlds, shining 
far and near, and travelling to tell their Malter's 
praise throughout the infinity of space. The 
earth awoke from her eternal bed of darkness, 
spreading her rich boson~, adorned with every 
goodly thing,beneath the eye of heaven, and in- 
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viting-man ;an& beast to enjdpffib ,ur ;>S of . , 
their be~~$ev~leat @;reator. "The? ~a"ce+bof h11 oafure The Sdn of Righteousness arose to dispeb. these 

smiled with; th8:brigh~tness of new- @<e'&ed bEaUty; from the moral hemisphere. Error, super- 

havili;~omy,.and abundance. God behbld the w&l.; stition, unbelie'f? were succeeded by the light of 

of *his hands, arid -Saw and pronounced that it F V < ~ S  divine truth, and by the hope and joy of believ- 

good-!-a declaration .which has iieugir, since thh . 
, ing in the divine prorilises. But not in this, as 

infancy of the world, failed to find an'echb in the in our original creation, did God perform all 

hearts of all hivs reflecting, a1 l his ,and grate. : things by the mere word of his power- He t *.L 
ful~.child~e&:)~ Sueb! w2s the work 6.f original raised ilp our Saviour Jesus Christ to be the h011- 

creatien. ! I.bi th~.is WO&, Jehopah, the true 
God,' bad -+fieither~~~artmkt;+c6unsel~; or agente 
By himself- he strefdhed out % the heavens; ifid laid . 
the1foundatiicms of the earth; He spake, and it 
toas- done*! He cdmmanded, and it stood fast ! 

Through the powerful workirig of the gospel, the Head of his spiritual church ; the beginning; 

according to the figurative language of the Scrip- the first-born from the dead; that in all 

" rdtures, the world has now bee11 created anew in he might have the pre-eminence. 
1 

,G~hrist.Jesas: Before the revelatioll of Christian- - * Finally, my brethren, let us resolve - 

1 iw, all  thi~@gs :inc.the:moral world were, mingled this doctrine of a new creation to the state 0 

in C hLaes .OF.$ $gnb~a.nce, dieiusiGn, and superstir own hearts, to the conduct of our own lives. 

tien.:i+ @arkwiis &ovaredcthe .earth, and gross dark, Have we so sincerely embraced the gospel,- 
do we so faithfully abide in Christ,-that we are 

~v~erw~helmed: w i & ~ + j ~ ~ a t r o u s  error: Every heaft 

slept iln the ~~ldnssscqf ;vice and impiety. ' rile in spirit even unto a life of righteousness and true 

noblest and fairest parts of God's creation, thf holiness? It  was for the purpose of effecting 

souls of his rational @@'spring, were polluted with this divine and blessed change in us, that the 

the aborniuations of siPR: It pleased the hll-mer- , Christian faith was revealed. If the fruits of the 

ciful Father, when the f'lness of timed ~ a 3  come, I creation do not abound in our hearts, it must , 
11 be brcause our hearts are hard, and steril, and :$ to deliver lvis creatures fr~rn*l~is 

.r ' 
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incapable of receiving the 8d seed wnich has 
- been sown by the ~on~,of"3&an~ . But may God 

grant that we may all be fruitfui in good works, 
and that the principles of our holy religion r;lav 
perfect and prepare us for his e 
sen!: 

I HRIST, AND THE 
CHRISTIANS TQ . V- 

* 

& W H O M  HE D I D  FOREKNOW, HE ALSO DID PBEDESTI- 
24; ATE TO BE CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON "A* 

THAT H& MIGHT BE THE FIRSTBORN AMONG MANm$.&? --h-- 

'HREN. 

, - 3 is not only one of the m& cerbain, but, a 1 6  
:.: me of the worst effects,. aci~ing frain the preva- 

bnee of religious error, that it tends to keep the 
p~inoiples of religion partially or entirely out 

of view., The dixect and proper intfluence of 
error .itself, indeed, must usually be of an evil 

: &ur&. But this is often prevented, in a great; 
measure, by: $S specqlativc absurdity, its uopracat 
tical character, its felt opposition to the moral. 
sentime-. and, rational convictions of the huma fi 
mind. O,&ing to these qualities, many doctrines 
which makg a great figure in cqeeds a1 systems, 



:. - -m . . , -  

* 6 '". 
. .!$- 

C 
*., :..& 
L c,h. 

.. ., .t 4 , i IvF: L , ,  

P '1 

j 

siLple, perfect humanity of Jeys. Christ; $2 
the- consequent value of his exampl&,,as n G'-- 

human excellen~e,~ a pledge of the 
appy destiny of the human race. 

sgo,n$qnce with their unsophisticated views d Saviour was in nature simply a 
feefings. The more enlightened and reflecting. an,, is not merely a conclusion that folIows from 
of tdose who nominally embrace sdbh doctrines, e want of-all solid evidence for the doctrine of 
$btitk9lly .sh y s ,  t h e  thought of thedi; and turn S essential* deity: it is a positive truth of the 
9;; $&@b..&$@n. 80,. .other , ~uinciples which they most practical moment, the foundation of some 

our dearest hopes in the gospel, repeated11 feel to be of fay.pgpdterLval~ue. ~ome.,fek~~zealots c 

mi&,{oLlow out the errprs of their faith to their : ealed to by the sacred writers as a most efE , L- 

L (  

- S !  

full practical consequence%,--making their reli. ous principle of obedience and of consolation. t 

- gious character and conduct not less blameable he-reception of this doctrine will not only clea* ,W. -i 
great truth of the Divine Unity from all sha l *  4 

of doubt or difficulty: i t  will also help 
tly to unveil the mysteries of human life ; it 
cast a new light on the tria-k and'-duties of 

pgesent .state, and tend to illumine our pros& 
cts-of the future. 
In .the words which have been read, I- under- 

e Paul affirms it- to be the ap- ' 

of all true followers of Christ, 
he Divine will concerning them, 
nformed to the image of their 
- Master. So that he, in his 

present exalted condition of being, is not to be a 

-, solitary indiyidudj bask the first-born of many 
brethren, the head of a numerous family of the - 1.. 
rational children of God, assimilated to his like- 

G 



' 
ally oiherwlse and better ernyloyk& 2tkip.1 in vain 
attempts to eulogize the undoubted: excekkncte of 
.our Saviour's character. But whoever ihadistu- 
died their writings with attention, m u ~ t  -hive 
discovered abundant proof that they tllemse1ves 
regarded Jesus, and taught mankind to regadd 
,him, as an example of unspokted righteousness; 
-a complete display of that obedience which .all 
intelligent and moral oreakhres .owe 'to the$f 4Dii- 

!vine Ruler. In him, &e~~A,&r~-was '  'altcvays well 
pleased. :~&*&kh11Ped - the' whale law of Gdd. 
$or th ispu~pok,  among' aothefsi  be vcias ehosea, 
sanctified, anti sent ihtm *the world; He c a m  
that he might not only bear witness to the truthL, 

, , +~~b$e@t?.. , .. . . . - b b r 4 J  . .by his teaching and miraculous works, but als% :g 
axhibit to men the pure beauty of holiuess in hi?r 

'hip&! bWd(c1,@+ .T h@j~-i@r$~r.t;o :be a ~ ~ i f b ~ ~ d  own life and character ; and thus leave them .hq , . 

.example, that by following in his steps they may ' 
: ac~Ba& love, w~joF1yq?der hi,q anmUlgl to- be (-&bin the highest rnotal cu l t a~ io f  that hamtan 
$ ~ & j ~ s b ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 4 & $ y @ , @ ~ & , i ~ ~ q d ~ n - ~ & ~  , Mi 'mture which they share'in Jcomhon ~i th .h im.  . 13 " This appears to me,. nova mere *incident;.al;a.d- 

:A ;vantage arising f'rom+our ac'qaaim,knce with. the 
'; ' \character of Christ; but a p a ~ t  cf the-ve~y design 

-of the gupel, a tead~ing dlid!eswhtial featme in 
%he divine- scheme for tlie reeneration of )men. 

-*$'hat this is not the light'in which the cha~acter 
of OUE Saviour is usually contemplated, I am well 
aware. The purity and righteousness so conspi- 

G 2 
4 
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cuous:in his rife, seeni r&tker td:%&t&ked;ufiii~ h e n  you r example that ye shozlZ& 4 ~ -  as I haoe 

by the generality bf C h iis&ins, as;--6&@s%i?didne: ne t o .  ysa.* On apother occasion, 6e5said, A 

-perfection shining faintly throitgh' .huGa% tq co'mmandment g-lae I ~ n i o  yosc, that ye i h ~ a l d  

forth, in which the 'deity of his natuik'yaa cloth&& one another as I have loved 9ou.j- In these 

fm'a time. But surely this is not the kew whi nces, he clearly proposes his own humility, 

the sacred' writers entertained of the ;virtues of kneb, and benevolence, for the imitation of 

their greait Madter, The' feeling created in our And if in these particulars h e  was an 

min'ds. by Qhe perusal of their artless narrabives,-- npress image of the moral rectitude of human 

thk  f e ' e ~ i h ~  'inspired b;3i every scenk and 'event of m&ture, s&ly he was not less so in regard tcr his 

L ~ f $ s . h i s t o r y , ~ i s ~ o n ~  of intense, admiratioo lime patience under injuries ; his dispositions 

for' wliat a p p e a i  ta be the fiiiikkied kcellence of pure and fervent devotion"; -hiscalm and cheer- 

humanA piety "and g'oodness, . We ,there behold a res-iignation to the Divine will ; and all t h e  

him evidently a man in allpoin8s 'tempted like a$ cious, lofty qualities of his perfect character, 
we are, yet widhoud sin. S ! he was raised up by the wisdomof God, 

I t  cannot, be denied that our Lord, on sevel Pin$ sanctified through the influence of His Spirit, 

occasions, declared himself to his disciples in this to be the great Master of holy living and holy Id character ; as an example the likenkss of wbicb dying,-teaching men by his own  faultless prac- 

they kyere to cultivate with all diligence. Indeed, tice of every human duty, by his own splendid 

some bf his actions were designedly performed to manifestation of every virtuous and pious diepo-- 

this 'end ; they appear, 'to hive little other mekit, ion, bow they must walk to attain the favour 

.in, hisi ci$dunistances5 fb&n thrat which, they dbl'ive 
' their hceavenly Father. He is the Captain of 

from' tbeili ilr@u%tilJqk:.in i ibe  way of example on' r mlvation, who not only commands, but leads 

his follewers;! +& 6e$$t~~ihirn tb fulfil all righ3te.v his follpwers,--shewing us, by many victorious 

ausaess, ihat7he.mi($ht be a pattern of all iiglite:' eds of piety and virtue, bow the glory of the 

ousness to mankin,& .;AYfter he had condescende& 'ne approbation is to be won, and conducting 

to wash his di~djpld'+~feet, he said, I$ I, 9,o@r" the noblest triumphs over sin and the: 
Lord and Master, -6atie 'washed your feet, ya@' . In  this resoect, as well as in regard to; 

ought also to wash one: another's fqet ; for.1 halre 
% > v  

.f- John xiii. 34, . 
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mr dackni~e, Re.  i $ e ' - b e < ~ b ~ k e + ~ > ~ a ~  *eatnPEIEEIE no appearance, in the \ari.%s and dis, 
Gghh en&pbt:~niliig: c every:+rhrm 06 .the Christian teachefs, 8o'jr@@kI@pt 
Mif2 TWOB&-&% of ~li$hte~~usass&~~i;1g~d~' .@ &yen, a complete system of I;M,Q.F~~~ p ihpk~d  

tm& i n@, mi~i. prpatual and3 unk&.i$id,&ig~ ' 
pr.i noip,les are gloriously i? lustt~ak& da +the 

q&r of.ahrist, The true,qqJr,.th@@@kr~, 
tti~rrg-~of 'hear;ie.rtI - . up $0 tjce of; perfp& m.ara,inf~Gkris6 

net so muoh @~A@@ki~g, t@ &ha l f i b t ~ ~  of 

$?..r*@tp~.b~8ide$~.f:@fi ~.ur?,:.~,higist&n v ~ c i k f E ~ ~ ~ &  the p r e c e p t o ~ ~ ~ t n s b ~ 4 i t ! i ~ ~ ~ ~  Q ~ ' ~ , c F @ ~ u G ~ Y  
&h&t!~%el.. should-.be !d~i~~y;:'gv@hi!~g imsi:m$Iit.ud~ 
this f l h e t p i o ~ ~ ~  :p& tera : of 4$e d;i J C ~ ~ $ ~ + $  i;i@e 3 C T ~ ~ G  d, ,i~ge, l@ 9. I?EOS~ attenbiau 
gl%M?:~@~k' 06 C hri~~tiaians :Q&. eat$, unihkn; 
xu'ptid'; process .of assim~ilqtio,n to:the,ip i m  ampani.ed ipl ,.the. :qg#jiw. sf QUF bbk@d I A Q ~ ~ . '  
heaven* In order that we mqy Be fitted 60 e ~ h ~ l l t  &$&fie Bnd5. $$hat d a @ v i r  he has taught 

. . wit& hilm where he now> is,. and to beh~~ld his .tot:+da:.in WO& of auth,~rity, he has'-taugbt iq, 
; &CB :in. glory, we are required to. ba changed. inks ~ 4 t h :  far wpm graw and emphasis, in. ; .i - 

- ." ' --',; his likeness, in1 all purity an& worth esp&alzlyi 
* r i & $ v n m  and ~ l f ~ d e n y i n g  

;kd as be. has himself taught us, in- the great per*? 
! ': . ,  - "# 

, - 
I 

N ,,,,., winw. &hie,  uiews v the  cha~acter. * . 
t#& !~#B~~~&&l$fI:e$* the &e~1&3&~~&,~ land* still mar&; sus c,hIpist, an& of. the ,purpose8 itl ah&+nd@@k qf +. 

b y  st,hd7iR& &F$?' gigb&e@us." L L C ~ n d ~ C ~ 3  we 
, t~ @- essentirall~ aonyephd.: Et. ia pjai~,.- t~rrnsifecre& $h@: $@hag@ 'sf; sav&u,p'fs goodneep 

into 'our own eka";oa,P$e~&= we itre bh:en. hHs%&~e@- rp. be tlpus+held u!p kaad an, egamfle 05 alb 
&fsciples t th8 pu f~&%'~o$  &d. eonce~&ing:*.s~i& rice. ta l-a,ijs, fotlilowe~s~: he must b$~a 
then accornp1i:s'he-d. :; &aC n+u other way. is the'. :t~.uly-:at& praperly a man. s e  

G hiistian religiofitl. a.dbFtb'd1 -to[ train maq& jtfidt (pH have been. na,bu~ql l~  subject, 00 all. theg frail- 
moral greatness. No precepts, however nume- lofiraities, and temptations of human na-. . 
rous *and exac ig @is , pjou3, vi~tuous  chapsc~t@~ must 

: W'- U 

C 
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bedieme? Christianity is little i eked to t b o s ~  
o would:load it with such a'doctrine;. Grant- 
.that we are exhorted to imitate theimoral 

aracterS.of God himself ;+that is, God b>eing 
rfectly holy, just, and benevolent, w e  are to 
itate him, inasmuch as we are continually 

eking after higher degrees of holi~ess, justice, 
nd benevolence. Nothing more than this can 
e meant, or is possible. God cannot be an ex-, 
mple to :men of every particular exemise.3-gf 
i~tue. We cannob?pe~called upon to imitate t h e  
rtikwde, the humility, the meekness, the p,ious 
signation- of God. These are qualities which 

gone but a creature can possess ; and which none 
but a human being can exemplify for the imitah 
tion of human beings. Such a person was Jesus 
Christ, a man in whom the malicious scrutiny ot 
Bis bitterest enemies could find no faul 

There is also an important distinction, which 
seems to be frequelltly overlooked, between the 
intrinsic excellence and the actual efficacy of an  . 

example. Its excellence must depend entirely 
@p, the nature of the qualities of which it con- 
pists :$ its eficacy will depend greatly on othet 
circumstances~; especially on the relative situa. 
&i@n of him who affords it towards those who arc 
$0 follow it. Not the bare approval of the judg- 

' 8 d i 4 ? d  -, i .,3;j&gim-j .Fb, , L= * - -  - ment only is necessary. Admiration and synl- 
Ea&~'a**1$.,:.,f S t r i ~ - , + ~  X. - a pathy mu$' be warmly excited ; the feelings. 

h&'+&. . * G 3 *, 
. . " *' *.-&h 

;: 

L -  -h 5 . .  
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i C rr;.w 171 
n ~ ~ ~ s t -  be i&e~a$dJ j : a r ~ g a p a a ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~  - swqeN * .  

d a d  %j"% the world, he a h ~ k .  chaage' .@ 

H ~ U S ~  Be gmiun&d&t,ou pnB.se-roE @@&&l; eqqali. .. oile hQdy, eEa . r& may &c fosk&edd .likeyiernta hi& ' 

between. .tha,pit~gies. mqti~flI1~. awareb gloT~a&s; &~dy; gccord&g to th ia~<kif@~ @hgreb~+ 
hauns..rebdQy .mem s@ke on the ~ ~ ' f i ~ ~ & + ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ & ~ ~  Ae h- ev!ea & 6 d ~  t h i n e  ant~ .h i~s~%'  
B&o&wu~~~~~$Rc@B, @Q excwe thelnseldes frQm imi, &f ;slioald not be i w k d  upon a piti V -  

Q&img: kh& wt io~s .  of others ; & the prin, Fev&.iioh an ihe subject, it ~besrs 'a$ l&i the 
f this inejrired Mkh 

bo.  afsen laboseci, is u~quesi-iionabl~ j, llay 
awb . @aeaj;ialk .Pi~ffepPe~~c:.e of ciireum ieances 
~wst.~Le+~dB(owe&t.a.~&i~~~iq& the suihbleriegs and 

t h e p u ~ ~ m e  I;  ha^^ ever y eb -&ag& himself alq-eady e d ~ y s ;  0~3: paW1er of existe~ceb 
&efief@re; which axztni avail to rob me. of t h  per, is to* h, to, his., Our present frail anc\k 

suitsion, &hat .we , believers in the sitmple iiuma. rnork~1 Gansti-tuti,on of body is to be exchanged 
for one that shall resemble his, who, rai%dr 

E@BPBC~, over Christians of. th4e TriQitarian failbh, fizm she dead, dieth no &.wT~?; del 
' ' .' no more 

hm"Zion over 'him.? 1 - 
we weaken OX qmaltify concepti.~~, of his 

a thab degree we. destroy the zest, the , 

pWh,@%, $he reaii2by,. ,th& :f&ness. +asmd influence &g. 
his 2 h ~ ~ i ~  -ie,xfim pl[ea a - , . . . h ,  . . b not yet appear what coe.sbeZt be ;$>(Ne c ~ ~ ~ ~ F  

present fully understand. the: natuw of o.uJ'v 
Ire cohforme,d to .&h )image ~f i Chdst in mor& a1 a ~ , d  etecnal. sta& af e$sten,~e.), 

whgn he, (oup Lord Jesus Christ,) 
resemble him, in ,the. axjLopm~nt of immortality. l ike I t  is worthy of 
This is clear,. ~ep'eak~a .assurance of th.e sa- stly and beautifully this aPOis* 
 eyed SoriptX.lres. Weji~~&!.rto]d by the Apostle lance in immortality with 
Paul, that when our L o ~ d  Jesus Christ shall + Rom. vi. 9. 
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. $' .'+ ,',& .*$G 
semblance. io character, -betiqqew;~~ri,sf:, and hie. becond Adam';' who has been ma'&6%;.gui~k( ?; 
disci,ples. : .'And eDery ~ g e , i ~ ~ ~ ~ q r n # r k s  whorhetQ. irit, and-whose heavenly and itnmoitbl image] 
his : htope: iir \/rim, pumj?eth himstjd$-eyetq as be,, 

d' 
are destined to bear, as we already the 

pure. *i-: %lier~.is..no reasonable &o"&d of expec?, il and mortal constitution of our first progknie 
tation<, that. we..shall hereafter be .conformed to r. This mortal must put on immortality ; thi? 
the< image of Christ in immortality ..of being,-, orruption must be exchanged for incorruption $' 
except that which is founded on o u r  previous : en after the similitude of him who has created 
c o n f ~ r m ~ t y  to. his.. moral image, in -purity and ;us anew to this lively and blessed lrope. That 
dgh'tkotisn&s of +life+ But on this foundation our ;%atural body which is sown in the grave, in 
hd@$e-is bt&kj. b t  h $we amd steadfast. : . . and dishonour, shall appear at- the h ~ -  

vest of the resus~ec~tiich aLspiritual body, in power 
to- th,e;same subjfect;, in4 that invaluable portion of and glory. The full import of these glowing exd 
his'witings, -the, fifteenth chapter of the first, pressions,-which cannot be heard or read without 
epistle' to the Corinthians. Speaking, as I con- t h e  most intense emotions of delight,-will never 
celve,'of Adam and our Lord Jesus Christ, as thr be understood by us, till they are explained by oul 
two great- Heads or Representatives of $he whole L. experience of the glorious change to which the? 
human race,-the first introducing sin and death, : relate, We know not, we are not able to con- 
the' second bringing life and immortality to light, ' 

ceive at present, what we shall be, when we shall 
-he ' t~ay~  : As we have borne the image of the have been called to exchange this perishable 
 ear*^) weixsha$l .alsoi hear dhe imngc of the head frame-w~rk of flesh and blood for the bodies of 
ve@pf' nofi~i@~il'orant of .the facl, that these saints in light. But how much is colitained in 
wol;.ds are byi sofie un&rst.ood ,in a dicerent the promise of scripture ! When he sha,ll appeaf 
sense* But . this . appears to me, (as well as ta we shall be like him ! When our present frail 
others more c ~ m p e t d ~ b  tot judge,) to clearly., of clay is dissolved, we shall be clothed 
the apostle's meaning, and necessary to the sup- in the Bame garments of celestial light and glory 

with which our Saviour is for ever adorned 
Jesus Christ that he: refers, under the title of th& i 

* John iii. 3. 

.W 

, , Because he liveth, we shall live also. We shall F?: bear his image ! 
Viewed in thrieliiht, the resurrection and im-- 
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mortality of Ch:~ist aBord~sp.mething more than a a may g $up from , ; to dayiti2rrpiritual im- 
proof of his diving snisbi6ii,.~. furnish an ~ ~ ~ v ~ r n e ~ u t ,  and finally be conformed to.'hk image 
argument of the mosk Convincing &i~nd,;that &~d  

G 
, b t h e  enjoyment of a glorious immortality 

" t' 

wild in lik,e mynnes raise all men f i ~ m  the dead, ' ; 3 must again observe, however, that the force 
a ~ d  bestow eternak life on the rightbows. They < -  F &  these considerations entirely depends on the 
are tbiez ,true pledge and pattern of~ou~r  o.wn re- L@ct, that the natgre o.f our Saviour was properly 
sur~ectioa ; shewing that it is both Possible $8 simply human. The resurrection of a beir- 
the powerj and agreeable to the(wil1.b Go& tg 

exalt his: oh~dkn t :  sons to the enjopknt  of a be no pattern of th;e resurrection of men. 
dunable. a& glorified eoedtiition of being. . :.;Our In momenks of fear and despondency, the-fainitiag 
Sav.iour has &hewn bp his own example,-rather, beart cries out for m'instdnce, an-ill~stration of. 
God has mercifuul.ly shewn us through his resclr- the possi,b,le resurrection of a man from death to 
reetion and ascension,-t$at eternity. and spirit,, orbdlity. T o  the believer in the stnict hu- 
nlity of existence may he agiwel~ .to the Bssenit~i~al of Christ, and to him alone, is this cry ef ) * 4 
elgulent.s of hpmm n,a?t.ure, a .~d without the , nature answered. If Christ be preached, that he 
s&aet.i@ia of .pe,epsona~l~ id~ernIti$y : a truth .m&$ gase from the dead, how say some amofig you that 5;. 
otherwise have dlol;llbted, when we behold, the . there is no resurrection of the dead 2% This argu-b 
spectacle that man presents at his departukpe out unanswerable in the mouth of a Unila- l,, 
of, this life. W e  learn from the insmce og rian, such as I believe the apostle was ; but very a-, ,l 

' 1  

Christ, W h0 is the$rsfborn from the dead opmanp bperfect, if the human nature of Jesus was e~-5  
hrethren, that immutable stability of being, and- ' sentially united with a d '--' -:rson- ~0.c Id F 
the perfection of heavenly grace, may be 

- lplullicated to this same nature which, ,during { ly : it scerc--j requir~- separate --3ti~ -, 
r3 

our pilgrimage through the vale of morrali,ty; : it may be profitable and cheering to 110- 

- * capable ~f gaining only such scanty porbions bat the true followers of Christ shall also, 
' wisdom and goodness. Weak aid sinfUdl crea: , e to resemble him in the attainment of 

( "  

tures as we are in our present sta:k, th$et efra~lqle @rfec, rappiness. Immortality itself no v 
of our elder brother proves, that when st>fength- a ~ i i ,  

nfluence of divine truth :and g~ace. , k C Q ~ .  %v. 12. ? * 
: < '  

- I 
. .. 
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bless&, w i t l ~ , ~ u t  the r n d ~ ~ s .  ;UYd~,soswes of pure ":. 
enjoymemt, But the w@'rd .~E-ae-ie~ati~n is ex. 
press, that  a kindred portion.of'%hak+4liss whic,h, 
our great Redeemer now enjoys,':kwaits all *his 
faikh ful and obedient disciples. Having purified 
ourselves as he was pure, being siinctlfjed thraugh 
the power of his teaching and example, as he 
sanctified himself for our sakes, and ~ beivg exalt. 
ed, to $he same, inheritance of incorruptil$e life ; - 
wet shiall, .partake? wihh himrl in those pleasures oj 
divi112e~'and~ haman love,-those, high delights-of the 
soul, which bave. already became his reward for 
obedience unto death, even the death of the cross, 
When we have been transformed, by diligent 
imitation of Christ, into a truly-Christian dispo- 
sition and character, we. shall be fully prepared 
for those sublime occupations in which he I 

joiees fbr evermore. Like Irirn, we shall cast off 
the pains m d  infirmities. of our nature for.eve,,, 
and $w.e11 together in a state: where l shall be QCB 

rnore~socsow, or qrying;, OE pain. . Like him, we 
shall delight in intimate and blessed communionr 
with God, in admirililg his. wisdom, adoring his 
goodness, and celebrating with heart and soul. 
the great designs QF . hiskd mercy. *Like him, we. 
shall then be illspired wikh love to the universal4 
race of man, and we shall derive our sweetest: 
enjoyments from everlasting union with the wise 

.'- ,e$r'pand good. What a hirppy society will that be, . 

% . . *  . "  
when all -tl #saints who have 'h1 y e 8  a68 

- obeyed their Saviour on earth,-all W+ bave , 

,&ewn their love to him by keeping his';com- 
&andments,-shall be gathered together at his 
gracious welcome, and assembled round the 
throne of God, to enjoy the harmony, the peace 
and happiness of an eternal brotherhoc ' ' l i t  

These views enable us to perceive the tr , 

glory of Christ. How many various and contrary 
Eharacters have the errors and prejudicesof~ men 

% 

assigned to him! Some there are, who would fain 
. persuade us that he was an amiable enthusiast ; 
one i h o  had nurtured and wrought up his own 

C ,&ind into a kind of imperfect conviction, thal 
what he uttered was true and divine. Others - 

would represent him as'a wise and ingenious im- 
postor ; one who toolr advantage of the, creduli t j  
of mankind to introduce among them a new and 
better system of religion, and at the same time to 

; @l1 the world with his own fame. Others again, 
l 'kthe p majority of professing Christians,--exalt 

h$rn to the rank o f  Deity, and worship him as 
3 .  $he living and true God, the Creator of the uni- 
t 

6, 
:&@rse. We believe that all these are delusions. The  

&~i@&racter in which ~ e s u s  desires to be received 
ball men, is that of the true Christ; the best- 
loved Son of God ; the most highly favoured, 
avse the most holy, amongst the rational cbil- 
n of heaven; the e great human 

r r  . a 3 . i  

l 

. - m. 4 .  
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- 
family, exalted before all'dtlierp. +:.p. to-tl%-posses$i~~ ; 
of i r n ~ r ~ t a l  life ; the apPdi%d- Saviour 6f the 
whole race 05 d d a h  ; the first-fsui~;o&that bark 

vest of righteousness and joy, which, the Father . 
of spirits shalL gather in, when her, shall have '' 

b~ought to. the mansions of heaven the wise and 
pious of all generations, a multitulle qf happy LECTURE VII. 

people wh.om- mu pan can number, of every kin- 
' 

d~e& imd ' to~&.m and .pation upon earth 1. . T H ~ Q  , 
rvijlblc Ghpist? appear ia.his#'giory, the. glory design* 
ed~  for him, in. tJ~e 6eterrninab f"or&k1nowladge of 

Hebrews vii. 24, 2 
a d 3  .frdrnl &be f~ondations o&' $he world: - And 

BUT THIS MAN, BECAUSE HE CONTI 

skins had learned 'to abandon their many errot;s AN UNCHANGEABLE PRIESTHOOD. WHEREFORE HE IS 

ABLE ALSO TO SAVE THEM TO THE UTTERMOST THAI' 
cespecting the dignity and office of Christ, and to 

look ~cp to him with anclouded faith iq  this, his MAKE INTERCESSIQN FOR T 

true, scriptural character,-his real relation 
umrdg us,as Ehe6perfedtion of hum~.ni&j, UN ad in these Lectures our attention has 
@&BB.ED AND GL.O.BZ~IE.D M ~ N ,  chosen &d been engaged, my brethren, on the work which 

@ s i n  th% ?i%g%est-p~pp&s~s of His Christ has already and manifestly accomplished, 
by his appearance on earth. We have consider- 
ed the actual, known blessings of his ministr)ra 
the effects of his teaching, miracles, character, 
death and resurrection, on the moral and spiri- 
tual condition, and immortal hopes, of his fol- 
lowers. These must be, (however variously un- 
derstood,) in some sense the subjects of belief to 
all who the truth of the New Testament 
histo?. If what the evangelists and apostles 

l 
I 



L.. 



THE -P&RP.P;aPAL I N ~ ~ ~ E R C , Z S S I O N  1 
,bright auticipatigns ~f ~ h ? &  -is , b ~  h e n j ~ w a  
there. 1 heteafteg, wil l ~ G & $ @ I $ ~ I ~  4 ouan-;tlle 

W&* 
continued and shall be continued thf@~€?bout all 

SOU$! ,of .e$~,ry 0 l~ristian -pp.b.o' is >T'IED~ we& .in\ ;fai&, , probationary ages. I &il,l abide, indeed,*'&-+,tbe 
or t dy 11, in intdllect, or cold (in;' head  Nop.3t6 sentiment expressed in a former L e c t ~ ~ e d t h a t  
. tbnra: .any good rmsoa, why. these soaringS. ~f bny attenipt fully to explain the precise aanner 
: tho.utg1aJt 'and feeling, tending h.ea.ven~al'd.~, should and degree of our Saviour's present ministration 

in the moral and spiritual concerns of mankind, - 

C itqyT.b tha l they sha1J be as rnuch as possible amopdnl. would be seeking to be wise above what is 
~ , Q ~ : I J Q ~  knmvlgdge. and conducive to  holiness. ten, and might be justly open '40 the charge of 
Thl2~iIDt@t $g$LboWd &to sa;clpe~s&de the <ia .F presumption. ~ u t  vi%fraq thing of ~his+kind,~bo.w- 
. & ~ e ~ c $ .  d5 t&btq ,@a*er : p,rho,$Jes .bf piety atred ! ever little, . be written in tk Scripufes, we are 
+$xxkocceb .The! utpdst oa.re should . be *taken swrel at  liberby to. avail o~rselves of its benefiLtsa 
'that. <they. are .grounded on tun& vcoMarmabie t o  With thi.s .$ ,=m of engaging your 
.Cbrjskian*dbctrine. Let them spring out tile 
:rb~,k of revealed truth, not out of some 
thusiastic fancy; and they may be s ~ f f e ~ ~ d , . ~ i & -  
o&t{any danger of e ~ i 4  consequences, to vpead 
.thetniselaes $@rth as .freely, ?and .be carried to as 
h f t ~  -a, he6iight,:as the. p ~ ~ u ~ ~ ~ r , r . e a s t . o ~  every inan$ several other passages of Scripture of sihilar 
;m&dad, m;t~r rwder . w&~~xEI~,. u+seit:&%, and agreeabjke igmport. I shall then endeavobr o vindicate'the 

h ~ ~ ~ i  * The if@agia;ltil~h is. n ~ t  ka . be despised reasonabieness ,of understand t o b e  the 
-&&sl~l, @I .r'f&tih 4 L 60~#S s;fUI$]+ @Q titled to have its doctrine of $he sacred 3wl;itets on this> subjeot ; 
.a~p@8p&i*a t~8@Ii@&&:~($ gpdtif&giDa on the, high 
and mo+i:ng ~OQ&JQ . @ f : ~ ~ g  $e&iy religion: -L&+ G " .&kely to [result 'from wherever Y 
:the same ' t h e ,  tra,$hi &jfjexr akd qdiviine+:brartlv; 

,? eixeived. 
&h@ul:d &o%?f@n <8n~ .$e~+$&&,.-~ :w&j 1, as .":&g ko4& 

a~deo~@an~djbg$iJ . ~ . i j r ' ~ , ~  ... . .  . . A .  ~ , * + i  '&pa mchnngeabletpr?esthood. Wherefore he is &le 
a {&awe dceaa .p~d~i lag~& my f i ~ ~ n ~ i ~ t i o ~ ~  .$gjikt 3 l$o* to saueWethem '$0 the uttermost that come unto 

the .mediation. ~ f k C b ~ & & ~ ~ ~ . % h ~ ~  $t 4 
sri' 4 
Am- .*.L 1 1 

C ,  . 
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T H E  PERPETUA INTERCESSION' 

cession for them. The exp@s;+ion employed' L~krt 
which must be allowed.' t&h?y'p th-e-gost dire6 
reference to' the subject, o c c ~ r s ~ ~ n ~ ~  i? this.pae 
sage, and in the eighth chapter of the Epistle to 
the Romans,-- where, however, it is repeatea 
three times. If we allow, therefore, jag I think 
is commonly believed by learned men; that the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, as well as thati-to the 
Roinans,. was written by Paul; the expredsiori i 
confilled to one inspired author. But most Chris 
tians will deem this suacient to support the doc 
trine of Christ's perpetual intercession ; especially 
if it can be shewn that the doctrine is cowl 
aanced by other sacred writers, though under 
diff'erent forms of expression, and that it is in I what &hp . wor& i t qule8tion may.) or' migla t 
harmony with some of the strongest dictates of s3ibly;me;ln ; but in .what sensel it app.ear:s. $0 

reason. actually used in the New Testament,, &xi.Qhe 

What is in cession9 What re to undera s,:~f. t,b+is -@qrticulap ~app~kho1r1~p, That:! .$g a 
stand when it is sgid that Christ continues to Q NQ t4J:qss: ki%dk?f @&i&ism otn5 s~i~iptiure, 
make intercession for men ? I know it has been 
contended, that t h e  word e n ~  played by the apos- 
tle may signify nothing more than a general in- 
terference of any k i d  between two parties, with 
a view to procure justice or favour from one to- h& p*r4$ii;oi~1lar scope, of. t he . pas- 
wards the other. I t  is said that the phrase does 
not at  all define the mode in which the person I 

who makes intercession, acts for the benefit of the r~eew Testa- 
another; whether it be by word or action, by 
immediate interposition, or in some distant and 

- '4 
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146 THE PERPETUAL r=&EI %&SION OF C B S I S T  I1 H . 147' 

cession by pleading ?n1a, a p l i  I. z~'klis' ii pTny te ought,: but the nzaketh 
b. .;, prabkble from the eimjj~e~cdiiisth<~ii~i~, th,af @;kre intercession for us with groanings which' %annot be 

is all C ! ~ C ~ S Y  co r re~~or id ing .~h~a '~e ,  (W he that sea,rcAeth the hearts k f io~e th  
the sake verb $iih 2 different pfe~bsiti  ind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
mnst be ad.mIt8ed on all hands. f i h ~ ~ h i f ~  abkusa- r the saints according to the will of 
tidd, pl&iding or entreaty against' a person.. In 

' God.* Whatever should be understood by the 
his,Epistte .to\'the &mans, ttleapostl<'h'as writ- passage, is it pot very evident, that 

- ten,- WoOt ' ye - not Lbhht the Scripture suit6 of n alluded to consists in supplica- $4 FZihs ? iow he maketh,ihtercession to pleading> with ~ o d  we know * m  
Israel, saying, Lord, they have killed t u/dpl;a?lf~TA.as, rue u@ght;;' bidt the .? 

and diggecl down thine altars; and I a gth intkicession for as. Does not 
and they seek m y  ZiJe.* Here the word rendered hen we, through ignpmnce and 
maketh interiession, is the same as in my text; ot what partic,ular blessings to 
only with another' preposition, signi its holy yearnings, by its silent, 
instead of for. But here: it very expressible aspirations, supplicaies God to be - 
to interred; by prayer, or iddfess. to Gocl'. Ought merciful, and to deal with us according to his 

. it  ndt, thkrefore, to be so underskood in ever3 . . 
.r 1- 

own Fatherly goodness ? ~ L i s ,  therefore, is in- 
S . other instanc.~,. in the same writer, unless eh, 

* +. )*  

-. '$ be. some clear proof to the contrary ? These arc 
' 

Again; if we consider the only passage of the 
evidently corresponding phrases:. as the one means 'New Testament in which the noun occurs which 
to. plead or supplicate against a person,* the other 

' ' 

must surely mean to plead or supplicate, in favoll- 
in b-eBaTf, of a person. 

- -g Again; let us look to the in ct supplications,. pm yen, intercessions, and gin- 
this expression is used by the a 

W of thanlcs, be madeJfor all ~nen.? Here, in- 
to the Spirit. Likewise the Spirit' als on is; jeined. with prayer and giving of 

- our ivjirrnities : for we know not w&a:a~& . There. cannot <be;the slightest doubt that 

F1 
W -., 
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148 THE PERPETUAL INTERCESSION9, ;  , 

it signifies intercessory addrgsij 
of all mankind. 

Turning our attention, then; ., tf&e. places in 
which intercession is ascribed, in the very same 
language, to Christ in his present heavenly con- 
dition,-do we find any grounds for understand 
ing the expression in a different sense? -I think, 
none at all. The writer of the Epistle to the 
Romans simply says, I t  is Christ that died,' y8ea 
rather, that is risen again, who is even at  the rght  
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.* 
The writer to the Hebrews simply says, where- 
fore he is able also to save them to the uttermo& 
that come unto God by him, seeing he.everAliveth 
to make intercession for them. -/- In neither place 
is there any thing to limit, or extend, or in any 
way to qualify, what appears to be the usual alid 
proper meaning ofintercession. W h y, then, should 
we seek to depart from this meaning ? 

Is not the doctrine which appears to be so 
plainly taught by the Apostle Paul, countenanced 
also by other inspired authorities ? The Apostle 
John has a well known passage to this effect, in 
his first General Epistle : My little children, these 
things write I .unto you, that ye sin not. And if 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.$ If Jesus ~ h r i s t  be 

i 
- , <+ * Rom. viii. 34, Heb. vii. 25, 

f l John i i . 1 .  

. f  . 

-- O F  C H R I S T  I N  ,HEAVEN.  . 
. r . r s  

i49 

now ou~,ady@gate wit1 . ne Father, hkmust surely 
y leads $r:islercede for us in athe -Divint..$!esence. 
a his would seem to be the most proper employ- 

4 

+!,'@ent of one who sustains such an o'fficy 
Does not our Lord himself give sdme counte- 

nance to this sentiment of h is apost1es;by tellihg 
' them- expressly thit, iftkr his ascension, he would 

intercede with ~ o d  in -their behalf for a particu- 
S lar blessing,-\he inflbence of the Holy Spirit ? 
' If ye love me, kkep my commalzd~.eqts. ts. ,A@$ I 

mi l l  pray the ~at;~:eri.@nd ,he :S%& kive ydu anot&;r 
comforter, -that he may abide with you for ever, 
even the spirit of truth. + If in this instance he 
promised t ~ ,  be their intercessor, after he had at- 
tained to  his immortal, glorified state, is it not 
probable that he would also intercede'for tFem 
in respect to other blesshgs? and not for the 
~adostles only, but, as he did on earth, for all 

?them $A , 
likewise who should believe on him' througl~ 

ftheir word ? One might not be disposed to l:ly 
any great stress on these ir~feren tial arguments, 

*g:.. ' 

.4&fhey stood alone. But in support, in confir. 
t&a,tioi~,. of such clear and direct assertions as those 
'ki *U, text; they may be thought to have consi- 

a@ aware it *?ay be said that, after all, this 
'0% be j ystly regsrded as a doctrine of the 
1 : i t  is not an article of the Christian faith ' 

* John %iv. 1 - 1 Z,, E-& ,. 
k W 4 * - 3  l. 
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it is ody .a ;ca&@al fko~gh@+ @ge qos t  present cagei,.,-+ Why D we all, in our ~ u b l i c  and 
vounite. sen~fmg$jtib <of $ & ~ ~ : ~  pidata prayers, continpally intercede %tb God 
which yappred natural to ,the' for our brethren labouring under igtlorawes Or 

was no Pallit of their divine mii&&*-to tea&: ;,in, under sickness or amiction ? W\$' do 
Alfh~ugki ihesiZ.ating~myself to agree to thzis +iew good men, (as I presume they do,) frequently . 
of the subject, I will not venture to; cpdemn it implore the favour of the Most High towards{ ,+ as ~ertainly-false;or absolutely unreabohable. ~~t those in wthose present and eternal welfare they ; . 
a W O U ~ ~  ask, if @an possibly do better' than feel a deep interest? In short, why do we ever $r 
adapt 'the 'sentinerhts of afihle a p o s t l e ~ , - ~ l ~ ~ ~  it pray to ~ o d  at all, either for ourselves or for 
can rb shem '  th~~se~sen~imenlts  ate liafile : others - Certainly i t  is not because -We- b@@'9 - 

C sorde-defi~iv~'obj8@t:i~~s ? Yf ~ 6 h . e ~  db n&s)jjpear God to bereluctaot toexercise mercy : it is rathe* 

' '4 :m 40 be celhinky ~~pposed ta truth and ream 
l son, Can we $act a wiser part, khan 50 cherish It is our very faith in his paternal kindness, which -. those convictions, respecting o u r . L ~ r d ' ~  perpet$ual gives propriety and encouragement to our prayers* 

relation !to his ch~urch, which evidently served to We are taught by the strongest dictates of nature, 
delight the hearts of his first and best disciples, and by sorue of the clearest precepts of revels- 
the venerable apostles ? on, that this is the method in which God would 

Let US proceed, then, to consider if there be any ave us to seek and receive his blessings- We, 
solid objection to the views we are anxious to e disciples of Christ, are exhorted to make SUP- 
support 011 this su.bjec-t. : plications and intercessions for all men* How, 

Will it be coate~nded, that this ddctrine iLnplies then, can ally Christiap suppose that there is the 
the existence of any implacability, any unwilbng- ' slightest illconsistency with our faith in the mer- 
ness to be gracious, in the ch~ar-acter of our hea- ' ciful character of God, involved in the doctrine 
uenly Father ? Can it be said, chat to suppose that our saviour ever liveth to rnake intercession 
Christ to be for ever supplicating the divine fa- 
vour towards mankind, is at  all inconsistent with . ,, wi l l  it be rontended, that there 1s ' this WC- 
our belief in the infinite and ready colnpassion of $pioe any thing at wiance  with the ~haracterrof 
God ? This objection rnust ;be carried $much fur- ! ,f&rjst himself, or with what we know of the 
ther, if it be thought to have any weight in the *gondi,tion in which : is now placed? When 

!' ** . 
li - A - . i  
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dur blessed Lord was to thinb;:e$&r that hxchwacterjs, changed,- dr 
sion to men, especial1 that.:ihev same merciful ways in. ~ G i c h ,  h e  de- 

ble, were the affectio lighted on earth, are isconsi,etept5w)th bif4 -exalted 

He then,' by his benevolent 'and glorified coriditiqn in lieavep?. ~e : r r )us% be- 

won the gloriohs title of the Friend ieve that Jesus, who eoer livetls,.:y,hd i s  ~1fv.e from 

The desire which reigned above all others in his he dead *and raised to immortaality, .i8 in Sotne 

bosom, the prayer which found the'ffeest utter- manner . ,  epployed,,jn,th~e exercise. of his i ~ f , e l l e ~  

ance from his lips, was, that the world might be , tual and moral "f:d~ul@s,' And. in Wanner 

saved. That the unbelieving and disobedient can we imagine h h  to be so suitiibly engaged, as - . I  

in carrying qll : t~ dkifection the holy , ~ 2 $ , s ~ ~ ~ ~ i f u l  
work WJI i ~ h  he commepced-in the flesh ; namely9 

might be converted from their evil wave fh.+ h:, "3 
followers might be enlightened, c,,,,,,, ,,,, 

., supported in all their trials, was the most earnest 
i.'i wish of his heart,-if we can venture to judge of 

g his character from his works and teaching. 
"heir sakes he sanctified himself. For m n n k i n ~  - - - - 7  - 

- - - n ~ a s L A A a u ~  

he not only laboured in deeds of active benefi- 
cence, but perpetually offered up his righteous 
and acceptable prayer in their behalf. What is 
the whole of that beautiful address to the Fathep 
recorded of Jesus in the seventeenth chapter of 

-John's Gospel ? Is it not an intercession for his 
dimmediate disciples, for their converts, and for 
all who should believe on him through their 
preaching to the remotest ages ? What were the 

dast words that fell from his lips, as he hung ex- 
, '  . 
%iring on the cross: Father, forgive tnena, for tlley 
'know not what they do 8' What were these but 
an intercession for men, even for his own sihfu.1. 
and cruel enemies,? Now, what should lead us' 

the spiritual reden&ion of the human race ? But 
' if thi's be allowed, why should ,sYpplication' and 

intercession, wbich appear ,to have constityted n o  
small part'of his ministry in t b  is world, bideerrled 
?)together foreign from the nature of his employ- 
ment~, now that he is dw.elling jn glory before 

,f popular systeins,, have, pt the same time onne- 
cessarily weakened, .&e iofluence of their o w o  

. r .  

,purer faitb,. by adgptjfx!g these notions concerning 
the total cqsfiqtion~$~~,ur tS~vioi~r's interference in 
tbe spiritual. ;\ffai,r&.pf' igi?. church. Tile ligh,t, I 
ilombly cGnciive, in khic-h both reason and scrip- 

, - . 1. 
: lure teach y-q.t?...r<gy r,d:J!ie, is as the same wise, 

l ' ly, and. c~ipp.qs~;or)a~e .m.dr1 that he was on 
gartb, : ,  . cl,elight$g, ;,st&l, jn, tl!s same benev~le~nt seia 
:ices to his rBce, . It ,,is when he is thus Co~ltet>- 

7 K m  

Id 3 
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plated, that fait11 in him %ogles aM&$ powerful 
principle of virtuous obe&ienEe, .+pi .d + source i -minds the,, fe~lipg*; of LOV? and reyerence t 

' 

of consolation. for the'personal chaiacter of \our &F,$9 < $ ~ c h  a 
. *ill it be contended, thnt in   is. doctrine .higb-.h-priebst became 6 %  aayp $e ?postk, ?oho .was 

(tbere is any inconsistency with the us$al, settled holy, harmless, uq$$Zed, ~d ,:#$~$~ate-.from S&* 

methods of the Divine Government, in respect to TZRTS. Thesg,, ,irgdced15, were @ l 6  qualities which+ 
the distribution of favours? This surely will g Jesus dilspj,ayed throqglrout the whole course of 

i: not be alleged. If there be any truth in the his teacllij)g agd lvaeboqrs on earth : aud it is im- 
oras which the Bible contains of the dealil~gs possible fpr any, sersio2us ,believer to be destitute 

of God towards men, the greatest deliverances of the most d e n t  admiration for the character . h,,-x 

and blessings have often been bestowed in answer of his Lord, whatever_n~.aap-be. thought- of his pre* 
to th l  intercessory supplications of the righteous. sent e l ~ p ~ ~ ~ m s n t s  in the invisible world. There 
- --e entire system of providence abounds with is su$ciellt in the evangelical histories, respect- 
.nstances of this wise method of communicating ing what ,he uttered and performed and.endured 
gifts to the unwor$hy through the instrumentality before he was taken from .this state of being, to 
and prayers of the good. This is peculiarly inspire every faithful, pious heart, witk unfeigned 
method of dispensing mercies ; not because he love for his great moral excellence. I doubt not 
requires solicitation, but because it is good for that this affection is sincerely experienced towards 
men thus  to receive hits mercies. 

I t  appears, therr, that the doctriae of our Lord's carry their ,thoughts higher, and to contem~late . ?  

perpetual intercession is liable ta  no solid objec- 
, 

the work of intercession in which Jesus is still, -* 

tions, either from the character of God, or from engaged. xet-+I sbp ld  feel no little surprise, if '  , 
his own character, or from any thing we know . any, reasonable pexsou were to deny, that a belief 
of 'his present condition, or from the established ,. in thk perpetual, intercession of Christ is hjghly. 
ways of the divine government. I may now pro- calculated to presernre and strengthen these grate- 
ceed, therefore, to call your attention to a few of a ~ e ~ b i o n s  -jjo$y;alzds, h im No Christian, of 
the most obvious benefits, arising from a, steady . eo,qse, has agy v d ~ u b t  teat Jesus is now alive and 
belief in this interesting sentiment of the Christian ' 

, h ~ p p y  in the presenaa;.~f God. But in respect to 
~ c r i ~ t i r e s .  

l 

5" * I  . . 

' I  * 



.-. 
- 1 %  
I 

2 .- 
ff 

158 THE PER T U ~  IRTERCE'SSION 

next to the supposition of; his berng -bead, is 1 l 

notion of his being entirely?em.oved frgg all per- 
sonal connexion with his follo*er~,, t3kking no 
present interest in our spiritual and'kcernal con- 
cerns. This must oblige us to look U 

one who was, but is not, our Friend, 
cate, and Intercessor. It W ill be granted, at all 
events, that there is somethirsg. well adapted to 
$X our attention on his benevolent character, to 
keep alive our reverence and gratitude towards 

.. - If; him, in the thought of his ever living to make 
C ;, intercession for us. This belief helps us, as i t  1 + wi$hL .&.c$ ~ t ~ r a e  ti.on - o$ .love; ax-&+ we>$are 

were, to preserve an intimate acquaintance with + &~st4ah~&itoqd~e&i i-mi k4.k sh~akl~medr &h.~&~3t]~iI%l1 
the pure and gracious qualities of our compas- l epn6ti~gs .fet~g@~@~g~~ge?r a@d"~!g f@ude.:~ , et& ;, - 

. :, 1 

sionate Redeemer. When we consider him, not ;e~pgrieha@ tibapoOwcr~loCi 3Ees5esei.habi~t$.*otfi thought 
. only as one who eighteen hundred years since m& ;fie~~~ngdlO":&'mtilabe- us $morez and .mare unto 

I - I .  4 . lived on earth and weut about doing good, bu 
liltewise as one who still ernploys his immorta ,cshe@r ~ c m $ e h p ' l i ~ ~ ~ ~ s ~ 8  : dki8etma8~s@~e t 11ri1dg :ri bw A 

powers for the advancement of human salvation, ;am ~ & : i ~ ~ e ~ s ; ~ ~ t ~ o  g&&&& ja fbh$mtlJd l -qd &i ties ~.6f# 
who still holds devout intercourse with the Father -lou fie:&1&y.~~Bg]fi>Fi'.e$er1; i &~kfcitlh r&$j i t#y& 1 c eFfec+k; . 

lof spirits in behalf of his brethren for whom he a~ha~g&ier'qof Les~riibie(o@tilpktely . o n ~ $ v e : ~ ~  &g 

died,-it seems that this faith bring -~ne)s;fafic~s&iaB1 iti k~kb.  .desiigr&dd in - ttke wise ie~b- 
relation to Christ, from which we gain a nearer, t ~ ~ w p d ~ s b k  &~sieli~J by. cengpgiag - th e. keaii&x@f 
and fuller view of his ~n~paralleled ,goodness.\ 
This must neehs be productive of 
moral advantages to our own sou%ls. 
have that bright image of purity and :ten dsi~tet u,s$&I 
the character of Jesus Christ presen anid l me a o % ~ i ~ e ~ b ~ a  
thus strongly and freshly to mind W. 

" ' *,$ 
'L,? ;.' 
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THE PERPI$PU$L INT@R.CES.SI~ON 

--betwm e~@b.. agd: ,b$t 7...TI 2TmT.c - .eyeam , 

W 11 &h .%,g! ?M. a t ~ d ,  , ~ ~ @ @ & ? ~ ~ ~ n ~ ~ q @ $ . ~ m o ~ ~ ~ h t a ~  
ble us. ,t.q Jive ,hqre,as becorn& jhp, &pj .of  i w  
rngrtalit&& ~p:alJlpw that there sqhali $e'l resup? -: 
rectiorJ;sfL the  dead. We azsent to the.doctrined a-:" 
of a+ fu;ture life, as one.qf the leading: ?r%icles of '-1 
the Christiail faith. But how difficult it is to B 

render our. belief in this state, which is uaseen k 
qnd 7 ~ p i r i t g $ ] , + . ~ ~  fqmiliar to our minds thhat it 

oyez a)$, Q gr' -.t+hioqgL3ts, $qa&iiim%~ t qs---an,d ac\tions $ : 
The world.to. which,.o~w-~ vIi@nq 3gLd bupqs. a $ '  .-G 

@-i Gib-ristian believers ougbt $a ~:p~n,stant]y dirp~t- 
E& is in17isi,ble and digtant We want sokne link, 'j 

. .. epme connecting medium, to unite that invisible - 
estate with this w~rld ,  in which our trials and 
duties lie;--and solmething it slioau~ld be IqQr9 
adapted to engage our ordinary human s ~ m p ~  

:bthies,  &at3 the general doctrines of the ~ i x i n ~ . '  
- a  

knipresence,, aqnd Qhe final resur~e~t.ion ~f a& 
men. A sense of this want may have o~&a:sioned ,, 

that strong reluctance, which the :generality .d. 
mankind have always displayed, to embrace the < 

?doctrine of a universal sleep of. souls betwee@ A 

* ' death and the resurrect ion. :T~L.lo.. same feelhimg; 
also have gi 

belief in the separate i%&deace of, departed sp 
and to the notion of their sometimes visitingda 

.';world, to commui~e with t h e i ~  . C~mmei: rilgIn# 
-. L 4  

* 
A-. ,lS 

7,. 
. < L  

"?+ - 

I ,  +*l, C)P , C H R I S T '  N .J+LA~PES 
. , ,, 

'J?h.ese pk~kuasioos, 1 . 4  bay haire been che- 
rishe&. the more 1fo~&p4 &iecause they obviously 
serve to connect this l present . stahte of existence 
with the state ,to be experienced aft& death. We 
are not at liberty, however, -to encourage .any 
belief which we have.good1 re%son to regard in 
the light Qf mere superstition, or as a ground- 
less assumption. And I .think it'rnust be admit- 
,ted, tha t  we know nothing from revelation of the 
actual state of mankind at large, betwee&-death 
and that period whi.c.11- iss-ta IhYtbk 6hal cbndm; 
matjiionn 'QIJ terrestrial things :-we know not 
whether they are permitted to feel the least inte- 
rest, to have the slightest intercourse of memory ,- 

and affection, with us whom they have left to ': v 

inhabit this world.' But we do know something . 1 

-.om revelation of the actual condition of our . 
Saviour, since his departure from th,e earth. We 
do know,-if the views of our Lord's intercession 
which I have endeavoured to defend be correct, 
i n o t  only tKat he is truly alive again from the 
dead, exi~sting in a state of immortal gIory-3nd 
felici%y,: but also ib what general works and 
hge is how engaged.- We know that *he is inte- 
.ested:in uaj and in whatever concerns our high- 
est happiness. He eve? Uaeth to malze intercession 
$OF &S. He-is impla~iag and bestowing the gifts 

divine 
:is :born 

I~umble and pe 
thi God on the business of 

- 8 .  
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(. . .I 

e 

it . 
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h unlan salvatit 
circumslances, 

10 W 1,ed.g 
of* bur 

who has been here upon earth, "hq; a:direct' ten- 
', 

depcy to make the invisible world assume the 
palpable features of reality to our mental visiou. 4' 
Under the influence. of this belief concerning . 

Christ, we seem to hold heaven in view, and to : A  
look steadily towards it, as the everlasting home 
to which we a .re jourr ley ing, 
to him, our elder brother in the redeemed fanlily ' 

of God, theJirst-born from the dead. f 
.9 Let this be illustrated, if it may, by a familiar 

example. How little interest do we take in any 
;; distant part of the globe, so long as we are unac- 
,- 

quainted, either personally or by fame, with a 
single individual that dwells there, and are with; m 
out the slightest social connexion with it in any 
way ! We have heard of such a place ; we know 
its relative situation on the face of the earth ; but 
we never send a thought or a feeling towards it 
of a higher kind than mere general curiosity. 
Only let us be assured, however, that in thqt 
place, hitherto so uninteresting to us, there live3 *4 

14 sonle dear and valued friend, some brother or 
sister or child or parent, whose thoughts we are ' .  
well a-ssured often wander to us, and W hose morn- ' 

irlg ancl erening supplication ascends to ~ o d '  3 -, our welfare! Then w l ~ a t  a sudden revolutiog a;%: 
brought about ia all our feelings b w a &  $&g 

. * 
1 

1 
.. a< ,. r . 2  

. CHRIST &R HEAVE 
/' '& v - 

obgcure irnddistant spot we eagerky seelr every 
me;ins'$f'~nformation'+~e~tihR. it ; we are filled 
with- an ardent 'desifk &&&- it &ur own habita- 

- 

tion, that we~rntiy b a ~ ~  i neafiet .cbmddbidn with 
I l . I  

those whoni de' l ~ e ;  'Eveii s6'i ti- ii,? condeive, 
when 'we rir6 fdfY $er&qdk$i .that Christ is in 
heaven i"ntkrcedi~~:fi$'t~s~' W e  feGsthat we have 
at least. onk fickan -frielid.'a~r&il~y in #hose bliss- 
ful . r6gions;-thit tiere ' i% oh k benevo~ebt soul 
whose 'works' of' compassion .jrRet@..p@,&T@~~~t 
that world L f  l . ;.G .y$~-tl!i~$. ..  rows less.dist&t 
an8~nattainable to our view., as. we cherish these 
pleasing convictions. And this is all- that we 
need, c6-aperating with .the dispositions of -an 
upright heart and the grace of God, to give us 
die victbiy over all' the ills and temptations and 
sbrrows of this probationary state. The charm 
ok sln is Broken,-the triuGph of 'faith is .born- 
pletei-when. we' ca'ii thupl r i d h e  the prospect of' . - 

anotlier* an i  ' a brighter world, amidst the' dhrk*. 
nkgs df our earthly pilgrimage. Then, instead c$ 
thk cold a'nd formal assent which thousands &e 
to t%e dbctfine of &'future life, who never;@?pe- 
rience:;~ purifying efficacy. oa their hearts,-we 
attain to a '  fuk' .tind. hagpy anticipation of that 
i&mortal $tat$% h6?et1i,h&e are i b y s  unspe%kAbte 

, i ' \ + ., * i 6 d , 2  *,: 
V "  

aria .pleasure$ f & r ' & v ~ ~ ~ 6 r e .  j;;;~wBrFmq:~i: 
, , 1 :  . T . ! ,  b .  

: . ' fg'i.ge last ~Iaze. t~id'aoctnue of' d$%viA~s 
, , , . * A  - t  . +  -.- .c "-.pi~ib&f$$i inteic~s$ibii, Gust ',C act . I r on the mind i s  a 

. , -  
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oon8$gp$xtianB .; qpd eveg, the same  son wiltl at 7 .  * 

vari.&t&g& t-fh& be susod9iLb'le to6 4% e -lii$p$n~e .of 
. vdri*,as motives. So thst we ~e~uine'%ll. the 

. @rd.jIC$g& p ~ w e . ~ i  ng creat-u~es --a avekare; e 
$ta;~d, sne$!dddl of every possible assistance in Work 
jag; out; ovn  :salvation. To this eed,? it is  

pgogt$b)e to ,think of the mercy and, good- 
me&,;ofpour Hea-y&,n$ J'jakher ; , to meditate 9j-i the 
l~sr~i~ngikindn ess df bis  ways;: the c~mpassiop and, 
forbearance which distinguish a q ~ b e  measures of 
his moral governme* , ppd qah~ve-i+ltl, : $19 .+nesti- 
mabbe icye shewa in the, ~qg+~s?whjc.h: he' has 
a46p%ed far Qgr redterqpgion thraugb Jesus Cbris t. 
'Fo 'this e@d-?also, it is highly usef:u1 for us to- ~31~1 
to mi>@d -@he ~ltimate, direful consequences.of sin, 
and the imperishable rewards to. be gained by 6 
course of upright ~be~~ieiilce; It will likewise 
conduce greqtly to the spme end, to reflect .oft&n 
~n:the spotlesg and Btty~ti~~e.~eparnple, whkh .&r# 
Saviour exhibited on- earth ;-angx.aqm@e so per- 
c--t and so beautiful, that to thinbpf i t i s  t?.c?n- 

template a picture of the s u ~ ~ i ~ s t . y i r t u e  and 
piety, delineated for our admiration in colours. 
that live and breathe. In shor!t; .all th,e fac,ts and 
discoveries of the Gospel a$e caleulated .to ~ P G  

mote the same end,-to affo~d guidance, support 
and consolation to human wedkness,..io its-shrug- 
gles after t6he glorious prize of immortality. Yet, 
different minds are apt.?@p$ie affectedby different 

e n s  .of grace and helps to. ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ t ~ o u s n e s s ,  which 
can be derived. $'gem, a j v,st ~ imte~~~eta t ion  .of the 
Scr~iptu~res, I I 

- :It appears to ,me,!then, that &his 'kind of benefit 
is sure to. r'e~w1~k,,v.el..p dtirg&ly9 from a siixere and 
prachiczl. &&hith. in the perp.etual intercession of 
our Lqrd J ~ S ~ U S  Christ. No sinn~r~,-,~@~s$ous of 
bh.bk gu:ilrt of his .past: ways and loriging to be$- 
o@nk<led 'wngo God, can be wholly insemi bike to 
the rndving though?t, thak <in that blessed state 
whe~e  nlo -im&pwrity can dwell, Jesus,, the . holy 
and n~erei~f;ul High Priest of our profession, is 
&pplica{ting God in his behalf. ~o righteous 
wan, when some sudden and strong temptation 
ya$$sults ;him, can fail to be strengbhened in his 
heapt $y th'e reflection, that he who was in aI7 
things tempted ZiJcle as we are, yet without sin, 

' 

pleading for -him at the throee of divine graced 
that in the hour'of his~soul's peril he may s t p d  

, and not fall. No child of woe, bending u&er 
the weight of accumulated sorrows andi aBic- 
&iao~s, c a ~  Feel dtberwise than ' inspired with for- 

, ti'tud+e~andtjoy: &@, tbetmidst of tribulations, *hen 
he .?kmembers, :thd :the man of sorrows an@ ac- 
quainted wit&-gfililef,, .s$avn&s rlow Before tl$e God 
of ealim$~bl&ti~n rdiQ-i~a~ intercession for hi 



The consciousness that .the prayerssof righteous 
a mortalsare lifted upm $9 heaved- f i r  thi%&relief, is 

daily found to be a comfort to .the gfck'and the 
dying, This sympathy, even froh their fellow. 
sojourners i n  the vale of tears, greatly mitigates 
their sense of suffering. This persuasion that 
their pains and infirmities are mentioned, in the 
sacred intercourse that passes between good men 
and the Father of all, is found to be refreshing to 
their spirits. , How much more abundantly must 
all these consequences flow from an earnest belief 
in the perpetual intercession of Christ! How 

'- - cop,soling to think that ire implores forgiveness 
- for the sinner, succour for the tempted, relief for 

9 
the mourner, salvation and happiness for- all.! 

;: My brethren, let us rejoice that he who cheer,? 
fully suffered for us in the days of his humiliation, 
does not forget us now that he is exalted in glory. 

nd let this thought stimulate us to eve&-fresh 
$ertions, in fulfilling all the duties yhich be- 
Come us as his faithful an(' :onsistent folloy~l-Q 

of those simple and conso- 
ospel of Christ, which have 
ionfolded in this course of, 

Lectures. Wh ipsrtn desire better caMlated 
-.;-- 

. , -  

.+: l'' 

, .* .' .: , 
,,,. , 4 : 

P 

. 
tb 'deli&,,+bbe* rat.iw~1 &&d5 to s&isfy the d&- 
vou&t h&&5? L - * : ; ; ~  ..L. k p i *  

; '  . - W  h 3 j 1 ~  2 -?'%?m. - f~y!dJtraaqe!the globe around, .. 

where &r the hirn& foot llath trod ; 

~ b w  ank6br~~&gk die tk~''~~t5hks ' if  divine +is- 
, + *  f & t ; r  db;m an$ g&d&h@S'p;", '?&@ffesttd iu' th k4 most gra- C;ousuph$&ge ;$jr'f@~b!'$idr~fz men &to- a 

6 :-'.!$&?'U , ;WA e + e f i ~ i g n  j=&ss ! : The me2;; an& , 
G; < - .  . i m e t R b d " S i ~ f ' ~ ~ $ ~  'd~&faf : gb%&~lmint, often- 

tirin'ki a&edi- mysteridiis, 'and may' utttkrlp' sdrpass 
, .the &.jmljfkh%bki&$b)"f "kUf t~~~~~ facul ti&i. ~~t 

til 72 ho& *.. .e;lidri&Li$5iie 'tile . end - to 'wgich"'i!j&p lead ! 
' W Eat ']&~&d?86&pd'sdio~ bk1odg tb ;h&' c ha&- 
-t@FPdf . , .tbat"greaq ~ e i n g ,  who, when he created 
&@'wo{la;. pr&~&++j&fgddd E6hy of his intelli- .. ' -ge& bwridg. $&S$e hg$$jb,& kCcenes: ah,j 
dlici.!$&; thbt;fb$,,~,by.: * ~ < y  &,X fin$?v '=- ' f ea@ the con* 

L j i  ; - $&9{j;h*iG * 
' 

sh&4&atjpa oP'kfi *hie , in ~ek+kncd to their 'n, 
13; 4 - ' / tirsei$#$~&e~@&$&~@h*afi'p~~' The d n d  must be ' 

1 it&3gkly e~nst&utg&ckhat can meditate on @fie 
,+ay &:@$J: t@lh&,, &peprajend in th 

without emweions of devou 
g*"&$ . 

itude! Aggin, with resp 
" hJ ; , l  i 

hrist, how exalted tlie dfgtii 
,roffice, to wh%h he $is ap 

iC). &v  dLbidds'5 

lemn, pleasing~felatlon, is hk@aded, $L . 
~ ~ d ,  and to&&ji t ~ 2  3h'$f#d 
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