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READER.

IT WAS THE AFTERNOON OF A BRILLIANT AUTUMN DAY, I was s1TTING
ON THE SUMMIT OF A MIGHTY HEADLAND, OVERLOOKING AN EVER-CHANGING

SEASCAPE OF ATLANTIC WATERS. THERE OQFTEN FOR ME :!—

. « . . THE LONELY BREEZES BLOW
ABOVE THE LONELY S0D;
WHERE MOUNTAIN HEADS ARE MID IN MIST,

My HEART 15 HID WITH GOD,

I HAD THOUGHT ON MANY THINGS, AND REMEMBERED THAT MORE THAN A
DECADE HAD RUN (TS5 COURSE SINCE FIRST MY NAME APPEARED ON A TITLE
PAGE ; AND THERE CAME THIS QUESTION :(—'[0 WHOSE ENCOURAGEMENT DO
1 OWE IT THAT MANY OF THE BEST YEARS OF MY LIFE HAVE BEEN GIVEN
TO SOME LITTLE EXPLORATION OF THE PATHS OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH [N

MATTERS PERTAINING TO OLD NONCONFORMING SQCIETIES ?

A TREASURED LETTER GIVES THE REPLY. MaNy MOONS HAVE WAXED
AND WANED SINCE 1T WAS RECEIVED BY A LITTLE COMPANY OF UNKNOWN
YOUNG MEN, THEN INTERESTED 1N AN EXHIBITION OF THEIR DIVERS HOBEIES
AND COLLECTIONS. ONE HAD LENT SOME VOLUMES, DEALING WITH THE
STORIES OF RELIGIOUS SOCTETIES AKIN TG THOSE 1IN THIS EQOK, ANOTHER
HAD JUST TRIED H15% 'PRENTICE HAND ON A FEW CHAPTERS OF LOCAL HISTORY,
HENCE THE WRITER’S ALLUSION (—

[T AUGURS WELL FOR THE INTELLIGENT GRASP OF THE PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE
WHEN PEQPLE, AND ESPECIALLY YQUNG PEQPLE, TAKE A WARM INTEREST IN THE

HISTORY OF THE PAST.
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AUTHOR'S NOTE.

ONE morping long ago, at the beginning of my Whitchurch ministry, 1
was hunting in the vestry press of a2 Midland Meeting-house for a missing
bock, when a copy of the f Proceedings of the Centenary Celebration of
the Monthly Meeting, 1882, revealed itself, This was the frst time for
me to see this pamphblet, and in glancing over its pages my eyes were
caught by these words in the ‘ Historical Sketch’ by the Rev. David
Maginnis, F.R. 5552 S, —
It should be mentioned among unaccomplished intentions that the Meeiing
purpesed to prepsre a History of the Rise and Growth of Nonconformity
in the Midland Counties, with Monographs of ihe several congregations
included in the Meeting, I was agreed (o commil the preparation of the
general history lo Mr. Gordon, who was to edit the Monographs con-
tributed by the Members of their respective Churches. Mr. Gordon under-
took the task con mmere, but deith overtook him before he bad been able
to make any progress with it, May the hope be cherished that the work
will yet be undertaken and performed, as such a work, well done, is 2
great desideratum for the benefit of young people and the less informed
Members of the congregations connected with the Meeting.

This expression from the Monthly Meefing that such a work should
some day be undertaken fixed itself so firmly in my mind, that I forthwith
began collecting materials for it, and when the Sswedsorrer started on its
still active and vigorous career it was my privilege to be able to con-
tribute to its columus twenty-two monthly sketches of various congregations
in the Midland Christian Union. Here it seemed likely at the time that
my efforts would have ended, had it not been otherwise decreed.

The articles brought me two of the happiest friendships of my life :
those of Mrs. Catherine Hutton Beale, of Birmingham, and Mr. Edward
Cobb, of j.ewes, but formerly of Banbury.

By a strange coincidence Mrs. Beale had given the world her richly
illustrated and splendid ‘ Memorials of the Old Meeting, Birmingham,'
in that very year, at the end of which the Menfily Meeting bewailed its
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““unaccomplished intentions.”  Shortly after the appearance of my first
article in the Seedsower, Mrs. Beale wrote to me expressing her interest
in the attempt as being exactly wiat is wanied, and urging me not to rest
until my researches should take permanent form in a book, to which she
desired to become its first subscriber. Drawings by her own hand, plans,
notes, and photographs were freely forthcoming from her study at High-
field ; no trouble seemed too great to her, if by any means in her power
she could lurther the work in which we had a common interest.

Mr. Cobb, then a hale octogenarian, alse wrote to offer any help,
reminding me that so far back as the year 1839 be, #s chairman of the
Bloxham and Milton congregations, had conveyed to r.y father that hearty
invitation which resulted in his becoming their minister, in succession to
the aged Rev. Joseph Jevans, who had miristered to them from 1779 until
his death in July, 1839. The correspondence thus begun by Mr. Cobb
was regularly continued until a few months before his death, in April,
18gg, at the patriarchal age of g2 years. In his long and vividly-written
letters he gave me a rich store of persopnal reminiscences, some of which

are wcluded in these pagces.

Since these Seedsower articles many things have happened ; Mrs. Beale
preceded Mr. Cobb by a few ycars in passing beyond the veil of things
visible ; other literary work has claimed attention at my hands; whilst
the duties of an active ministry have, for a season, given place to days
somewhat more leisured, which have been sieadily devoted to the con-
genial preparation of this book. How imperfectly the task has been done
no one knows better than myself ; 1 only hope I have been able 1o do
something Llowaris paving the way for the footsteps of the historian,
who may eventually come aleng with that ““work, well done,” which the
HMonthiy Aecting rvightly desires to see accomplished.

As my labours progressed, the fact was very soon made evident to
me that, wherever possible, original manuscripts and records must be
consuited. Thanks to the learned president of our Ex Libris Society,
Sir Arthur Vicars, F.5.A., Ulster King of Arms, it was not long before
I was granted the privilege by Sir Brydges P. Henniker, the Registrar-
General of Great Britain, of free access for historical purposes to the
three thousand or more non-parochial registers, so carefully and orderly
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preserved in the dry vaults of Somerset House. Here I have spent many
weeks locking over the registers alluded to in this book. Some of these
registers, like the Coscley and earliest Oldbury and Whitchurch ones,
1 have entirely transcribed, and from all I have gleaned original matter,
here printed for the first time.

No onc who attempts to deal with the history of early Nonconformity
can now afford to overlook the facts so fortunately preserved in these
non-parochial registers ; and no one who has not systematically explored
these treasure houses can tell of the many gems stored therein,

Our early ministerial brethren so often made their registers the re-
ceptacle for all mauner of entirely unstudied remarks, thus rendering their
volumes of the greatest interest, apart from their value as mere registers
of births or deaths. Take, for example, such an entry as this by the
Rev. David Benion in the first register of the Whitchurch Presbyterian
Chapel :—

1715, Sep. 3, fohm, the 5. of Joln Les, of Whixall, bapiized
at Broad Oak, the Chappel at Wiitchurch being demolished by
Je wnebb, fuly 15th, 168h, 1814, and 19tk before ;

or this from that prince of Midland non-parochials, the register of ihe
Colehill society, Tamworth, which records the fact of the existence of
an earlier meeting-house than its present one:—

Sarah, daughter to William Laliam, being brought to onw
publick meelingplace, Lovd's Lay, ye 23 fuly, 1704, was baptized
by me, Henry Roughley ,

or the touching and evident piety in these entries, in the register of the
Rev. Samuel Angier, of Dukinfield Chapel :—

The Reverend and Holy man of God, Mr. john Augier, of
Denlton], pastor of the cougregation above 45 years, departed
his life ye first of Seplember, about deven oclock before noon,
and was buricd ye 354 of ye wmonth, 1678,

My Lsaae Werthington was married in Vorkshire as [ am
informed.  God bless ye Couple, and make them blessings fo
ong another, and fo the Church of Gody Amen. fune, 1648,
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Again, the Rev. Thomas Thompson, of the Old Meeting, Stockton-cn-
Tees, records in his leather-jacketed register, that :(—

My dear (and only own) Brother, fohn Thempson, was, with
e qhole shIp's tonipany excepl ope wian, cast away on ye coast
of Lincolushive, abort ye 26 of february, 1708, yo Lord make
e weady alse;

whilst one of his successors, the Rev. Andrew Blackie, is careful to enter

that :—
Aug. 2, 1798, £ baplized John, s. of John McKay, sailor, and of

Chwistian, his wife. NB. He was pressd, and carried on
Board a Tinder thaf same day.

Or take the register of Matthew Henry's Chapel, Chester, wherein its
minister, the Rev. John Gardner, records that on z3 October, 1715, he
baptized :—

Mackbryan (Mary), d. of Duncan Mackhryan. Duncan was

killed af the Battle of Preston Moor, Novewi. 12, 1915,

and an unsigned entry tells to all who reacd that:—

Mr. Gardner was Faterved in Trinity Chwrch next fo Mr.
Henzy.

[f the work undertaken by the Parish Regéister Socicfy in printing the
registers of some of our parish churches be, as it undonbtedly is, of the
greatest historical value and ioterest, so too would be that of a Vo
FParochial Register Sverety which dealt especially with these registers.  An
excellent example has recently been set in this direction by Mr. Arthur A,
Rollason, of Dudley, who has carefully edited all the non-parochial registers
of his parish, beginning with those of the Friends, in 1656, and including
the Presbyterian, Independent, aptist, Wesleyan, and Methodist New
Connexion registers,

In the following pages it has been my constant aim to give, with
correctness and brevity, the main facts and data of every society. Of the
34 buildings now standing and described, 31 have been personally visited
by me; whilst of those rased, altered, or used for other purposes, |
remember, in Birmingham, the passage entrance in Deritend. between
Nos. 224 and 226, ‘ Meeting [Touse Yard,’ which led to the Lower Meeting-
house ; the Old Meeting and its burial ground; and the Church of the
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Saviour. It was my privilege to have the remains of the walls of Philip
Henry’s buildings at Broad Oak pointed out and described to me by that
true antiquary, the late Rev. Matthew Henry Lee, M.A,, rector of Hanmer,
and editor of his ancestor’s ‘Diaries and Letters’; as it was also my
privilege to offer prayer and deliver a short address in the old Presbyterian
Chapel, Whitchurch, then and still used as a schoolroom, on the occasion
of a united town’s temperance meeting one Sunday evening ; whilst at
Bloxham I was taken by an aged man, the last local survivor of my
father's congregation, to see the remains of the building in which worship
was held.

Of the men whose names are recorded as ministers to the congrega-
tions 93 have been knowp or seen by me,

The silver cups in longest, unbroken use at the administration of the
Lord's Supper are the two belonging to the society worshipping in High
Street Church, Shrewsbury-—the gift, in 1735, from the residue of the
goods of the Rev. John Bryan, M.A., one of its Ltwo first ministers. The
four silver chalices used in the Church of the Messiah are those bought
on 18 November, 1782, during Dr. Priestley's ministry to the congrega-
tion. The oldest silver plate in the province is one of the three cups
owned by the New Meeting, Kidderminsler, which is marked with the
letter of the [ondon assay of 1721-22, and inscribed “_PE', it being in all
probability, an article of domestic use in the Pearsall family for half a
century before the opening of the Meeting in 1782, The best and largest
piece of pewter plate is the alms dish at the Church of the Saviour,
Whitchurch, and [ormerly used in the adjacent Presbyterian Chapel in
Dodington.

Amongst the church furniture and relics, the * Bax{er' pulpit, owned by
the New Meeting, Kidderminster, claims the first place. At the suggestion
of more than one friend I have given, as a frontispiece, the drawing of it,
which originally appeared in Festiges of Frofestant Disseni.  The 'dove’
inkstand and the two oaken chairs in the Old Meeting Church, Birming-
ham, are of interest; also the ! Bishop Hall’ and ‘Job Orton’ chairs at
Kidderminster, the chair, with the well carved back panel, owned by the
Wolverhampton society, and the brass candelabrum, with dove and olive
branch, and the vestry furniture in the Meeting-house at Alcester, are all
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excellent specimens of work. At Bewdley there was, in 1892, in one of
the pews, a perfect wooden pitch pipe,

There are no memerial brasses older than the 23 at Whitchurch,
which commemorate 41 persons, and cover the pericd from 1672, when
Thomas Yate was born, to 1836, when Mrs. Benyon died at Brighton.
The oldest of all the stone mural tablets is the ‘ Porter’ one at Alcester,
the Latin inscription on which was recently rendered into English, for
this work, by Dr. Martineau.

It cannot fall to the lot of many writers to be privileged to receive,
for four successive works, signal help at Dr. Marlineau's hands; buf
so it is n my case, (or, beginning with the Rensld of lhe Proviucial
Assembly in 1896, continued to Fetiges in 18g7, Celpieniz in 1898, ang,
again, given for Midland Churches, 2l have been enriched by some con-
tribution from him ; to whom my readers, no less than myself, owe thanks
for such help. This book would indeed be the poorer did it not contain
his translation on page 1L

Not many men are now living who can speak with personal knowledge
of four generations of a ministerial family ; but my father, born in 1813,
hale, vigorous, and with unclouded memory, in 1859, has contributed to
these puges various matters of interest concerning the Rev. David Davis,

of Castcllhywel, whom he knew in his boyhood, and at whose funcral in
Llanpw:oog Churchyard he was present in 1827 ; and of his soons, Thomas

and Timothy, both ministers al [vesham, where he visited the latter, in
183g, and was thence driven by him to the scene of his coming ministry
at Bloxham. For some particilars too of his personal remembrances of
the eccentric Rev. Charles Lloyd, LL.D., my readers and [ are also his
debtors.

My own debt of gratitude and thanks to many correspondents and
helpers is a heavy one,

From time to timc several Welshmen, alumni of the Presbyterian
College, Caermarthen, have ministered in the Midlands ; for dates and
details respecting some of them [ am under obligiations to the Rev. Rees
Jenkin Jones, M.A., and, not for the first time, to my friend, Mr. Walter
J. Evans, AL A., the present Principal of the College.
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Most of my old brother ministers in the Afoniily Aleeting have, at
some time or another, during the last ten years, given me of their stores.
One and all 1 thank, and offer them in this hook some help, whenever
they may have occasion to seek it, respecting the histories of the con-
gregations to which they minister.

Brethren in other felds of labour have not refused their aid. Two
only need be named—the Rev. Prebendary Egerton, M.A., now and for
more than hallf a century past, rector of Whitchurch, Silop, whose personal
extracis {rom his parish registers and other kind offices are gratefully
acknowledged ; mnd the Rev. Henry Gordon Palmer, B.A., of Hollyfort
Rectory, Gorey, for so much that now appesrs in print (or the first time,
cespecting his father, the Rev. John Palmer, B.A., a former minister of
the Old Meeting, Dudley.

For matters genealogical and legal I hardly know how to thank
sufficicutly my friend, Mr. Arthur A. Rollason. Verily is he a tower of -
strength for all whe attempt Midland history in general, and that of
Dudley and district in particular.

To Mr. Neel A, Humphreys, Chief Clerk; Mr. James Lewis, Superin-
tendent of Records; and their willing staff at the General Register Office,
[ owe arnd tender thanks for their continued and successful efforis to produce
from the vaults the numerous registers 1 need to consult and examine.

For permision to freely use the extensive and growing library—both
of general and reference books—in the University College of Wales, 1 am
indebted to Principal Thomas [F. Roberts, M.A., my near neighbour and
friend ; whilst for extracts from books not in this library I have gone,
never without success, to Mr. John Hibbert Swann, of the Free Reference
Library, Manchester.

In the matter of verifying inscriptions, and furnishing ground plans,
and sketches whenever wanted, I have availed myself of the skilful hand
of Mr. E. Vincent Wareing, Birmingham, who, as he says, ‘has spent
many bappy afternocons and evenings in visiting the homes of old dissent
in the Midlands.”

One expression of deep-felt gratitude is left to this last. Only those
knowing the circumstances can at all realise how, during the years this
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book has been in progress, one friend—tried, trusty, true—has given it
good measure, pressed down, and shaken together. Would that I might
name him ! but, as in previous prefaces, so in this, his wish is sacredly
respected. Oft times we have together talked

Of men and minds, the dust of change,

The days that grow to something slrange ;

In walking, as of old we walk'd

Beside the river's wooded reach,

The fortress, and lhe mountain ridge,

The calaract flashing from the bridge,
The breaker breaking on Lhe beach.

GEORGE EYRE EVANS.

ABERYSTWYTH,
ALL Sours’ Day, 18¢9.
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chester, 1868.

Sibree,—**Independency in Warwickshire . . . ”; John Sibree and M.
Caston, London, 1855. Copy in Birmingham, Central Reference
Library.

XXV

TouLmin.—*" Memoirs of Rev. Samuel Bourn,” and *** An Historical View
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INTRODUCTION.

The MipLanp CrrisTAN Uwnon was formed at a mecting of the
Warwickshire Unitarian Tract Society, held on Tuesday, zr Novembsr,
1865, in the rooms of the Church of the Messiah, Birmingham, under the
presidency of Mr. A, Martin; when, after the reading of a letter addressed
to the committee of the Tract Society by the Revs. Charles Clarke, William
Cochrang, John Gorden, Edward Parry, and Mr. Herbert New, it was
moved by the Rev. David Maginnis, and seconded by the Rev, William
Cochrane :—

That an association be formed to take the pface of the Warwickshire Tract
Society, under the name of the Midland Christian Union; and that the
object of this association be the promotion of the interesis of Christianily
in connection with the freedom which rejects subscription lo any acticles
ol theological belief,

After an amendment—moved by the Rev. Matthew Gibson, supported
by the Rev. Edward Parry, and opposed by the Revs. Charles Clarke,
John Gordon, and Mr. W, Akroyd, to the effect that the word ¢ Unitarian '
should be placed in the name of the association—the original resolution
was carried by fourteen to six.

The scope of the Union’s labours was delined by a resolution, moved
by the Rev. Henry Enfield Dowson, B.A., viz.:

Arrangements for religious services, encouragement of missionary opera-
tions, the employment of lay preachers, and especially of a paid agent, and
by the publication and distribution of books and tracts,

On the motion of the Rev. Henry McKean, seconded by Mr. Isaac
Robert Mott, the council and members of the Birmingham Districlt Unitarian
Associafion were severally and as a body invited to join the Union, and
assist in preparing the rules for its government; an invitation which was
promptly accepted.

A



THEe WARWICKSHIRE AND ADIOINING COUNTIES Umitariay TrRacT SoCiery

had existed from the beginning of the 1gth century,

Birmingham oo 6 June, 1806, for

[t was established in

the dilfusion of religions knowledge and the practicea of virtue by the

distributien of books,

In its formation Dr. Toulmin—its first secretary—had a principal share,
and, through its earlicst stages, gave to it much of his time and thought.
its annual proceedings held in June, July or August, comprised a service
and sermon {sometimes two, ouce three), a business meeting, and a dinner

with speeches.
and chairmen s of much interest ;—

WA £l i, Puiaciren.

The following list of its meeting places, preachers, texts,

CHarmstan,

1807  Coseley

1808 Dudley

180g  B’ham, N.M.
1810 Kingswood
1811 | Coventry

| John Kentish
John Corrie, F.R.5,

Jas. Hews Branshy
John Kentish
1812 | Evesham || Richard Fry

{| James Tayler
{| Jehn Kentish
| Robert Little

1813 | Hinckley

1814 | Leicester

Chas. Berry
Wm. Turner
{ John Small

James Yates, M.A.
James Yates, M.A.
John Kenrick, M.A.

1815 | Kidderminster {

1810 l Qldbury

1817 | Coscley
1818 | Wolverhampton
181g | Dudley

B.A.

1820 | B'ham, Q. M, Robert Aspland

1821 | Leicester

|| Jas. Hews Bransby

[
Joshua Toulmin, D.D,

Joshua Toulmin, D. D.
Joshua Toulmin, D.D.

! Joshua Towmin, D.D.

Stephen Weaver Browne,

/| Robert Wallace, F.G.S.

Dan. xi., 33
‘1 Cor. 1., 22-24

Col. 1., 17

I St. John xxi., 17
|Col. i, 15

1 John iv., 14
Heb, iii., 1
Rom. x., 2
Eph. ii., 8

Rev. xviii,, 1-2
Heb. iii., 1
Jude, 3

St. Mark iil., 33
St. John viii., 34 | Mr, Samuel Kenrick
Ps. civ., 31 '
t Kings xviii., 21
' 5t. John xx., 31

Mr. Richard Watson
|
]
|
1

| St. Mat. xvi., 13 | Mr. Thos. Eyre Lee
Ex, xx., 24
1 Tim. ii., 3

Yeam MACE.

PRIACHER.

TrxT.

Crssamas

1822 | Kidderminster
1823 | Tamworth

£824
1825

1826 | Evesham {
1827 | Alcester

1828 | Kidderminster
1825 | B'ham. Q.M.

1830 | Northampton {

1831 Coventry

1832 | Wolverhampton
1833 | Shrewsbury
1834 | Dudley

18335 | Kingswood

1836 | Kidderminster
1836 | B’ham. N.M. ;=
1836 ., OM. S}
1837 | Evesham I
1858 | Walsall

1830 | Coseley

t840 | Cradley

1841 | Coventry

t842 ' Cheltenham
1843 | Wolverhampton
1844 | Banbury

1343 | Stourbridge
1846 | Northampton
1847 | Warwick

1848 Oldbury

1849 | Kidderminster

Joseph Hutton, M.A.
Hugh Hutton, M.A.

Chas. Wellbeloved

! John Reynell Wreford, D.D.

. John Reynell Wreford, D.D.

LEdward Bristow

Wm. Hamilton Drummond,
D.D.

Edw. Higginson

John Kentish

Samuel Bache

Richard Astley

Wm. Bowen, M, A.

Rees Lloyd

| Timolhy Davis

John Owen

lohn Jas. Tayler, M. A.

(] * 3] HE]

| Benj. Carpenter

John Kentish

John Howard Ryland
Stephenson Hunter

John Gordon

John Taylor

John Kentish

Hy. Hunt Piper

Hy. Ashton Meeson, M.D.
Wm. Arthur Jones, M.A.
Edward Tagart, F.S A,
Hugh Hutton, M.A.
Matthew Gibson

John Harrison, Ph.D.

Iljames ., 18

Acts xxii., 1

1 Tim. iii., 16
Is. xlii., 8

St. John i, 45-6
Rom. vi.,, 23

St. Johnviil., 31-2

Eccles. xi., 6

Gal. v,, 11

{ St. John =viii., 37
Rom. x., g
St John xiv., g
Col. 1., 28

St. John xvii., 3
aChron, xxxi., 21

s, xlv,, 22
Eph. iv., 7

1 Cor. i, 22-4
Eph. iv., 13

1 Tin. iv., 13
Gal. v., 1

2z Kings v., 13
Gen. i., 1

Jas. ii., 19

St. Mark vi., 2
Gen. i., «
Titus ii., 14

' Heb. xi., 6

St. John v. 30
St. Mat. vi., g
St. John xix., 39

Mr. J. T. Smith
Mr. T. Roby

Mr. Thos. Foster
Mr. Thos. Eyre Lee

Mr. Geo. Talbot, Jr.
Mr. Thos. Eyre Lee

| Mr. Rd. Denms

Mr. Jos. Pearson
Rev. Rd. Astley

Rev. Rees Lloyd
Mr. Geo. Talbot, Jr.
Mr. Jas. Russell

Mr. John New

Mr, John Day

Mr. Caddick

Mr. S. Evers

Rev. john Gordon
Rev, Lewis Lewis
Rev.Stephenson Hunter
Mr. Saml. Spurrett
Mr. Robt. Scott, M.P.
Mr. Thos. Sharp

Mr. John Twamley
Mr. Thos, Eyre Lee
Mr. Wm. Tulbot



Yoar.

1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859
1360
1861
1862
1864

1804

1865

PLacE,

Keniiworti
Tamworth
Evesham
Cheltenham
B'ham. N.M.
Shrewsbury
B'ham O.M.
Dudley
Coseley
Cradley
Stourbridge
Coventry
Kingswood
Warwick

Northampton

Kidderminster

THe BIRMINGHAM

Prracnesn.

TExT.

| CrairitaN.

Chas. Wicksteed, B.A.
Edw. Higginson

Robt. Brook Aspland, M.A.
Charles Clarke

Jas. Martsueauw, D.D,
Samuel Martin

John Gordon

Charles Berry

William James

David Maginnis

John Lettis Short
John Gordon

Rees Lewis Lioyd

Jas. Drummond, D.D.

2 Cor. x., 5
Prov. xxvii., 6
Eccl. vii., 14
Eph. iv., 1-3

1 Tim. i, 5

Ps. 1xii., 19
Rev, i, 1-5

2 Thes. iii., 1
2z Tim. i., 13

Si. Mat. vii, 20

2 Cor. iii., 3-6
Titus 1., 4
Ps. i, a

Rev. Joitn Gordon
Rev. Wm. Parkinson
Mr. Herbert New
Mr. Hy. Dangerfield
Mr. Hy. Smith
Mr. Geo. Harries
Alderman fas. Baldwin
Me. W. H. Brooke
[ Rev.Wm. Orr MeGowan
Rev, Wm. Cochrane
Mr. J. Francis Lee
i Mr. Herbert New

" Alderman Jas. Baldwin

St.Mat.xiii,24-30  Mr. Mark Phitips

St. John xvii., g My

Samuel Bache {

Brooke Herford, D.D.

r Tim. i, 3

Secretaries.

(806-1811, Rev. Joshya Touwlmin, D, 1.
1811-1823, Rev. James Hews Bransby.
r823-1827, Rev. Hugh Hutton, M.A.

1827-1838, Rev, John Reynell Wreford, D.

1838-1844, Rev. John Howard Ryland.
1844-1864, Rev. Samuel Bache.
1864-1865, Rev. Charles Clarke.

Treasurers.

1806-1811, Mr. John Lawrence.
1811-1833, Mr. Richard Peyton.
1833-1837, Mr. Jeremiah Ridout.
1837-1849, Mr. John Francis.
184g-1863, Mr. Charles Clifford.

W. Dennis

Rev. Edw. Parry

0.

DistricT UwiTariaw Associamion wias founded on

1z November, 1860, at a mee
Meeting, Birmingham ; its obj

to give encouragement to cxisting agencies—particularly 10 preaching, by
the publication of books and tracts, by the delivery of leclures, and by

opening fresh places for

During its short lile this

Charles Frederick Biss; it care

movement, which ultimately became the congregation now worshipping in
Lodge Road Church, West Bromwich ;

Redditch, and in Villa Street C
feature of its active life was
periods, 1861-1863, under the
students being lry-preachers an

An

YEAR. Prace.

5

ting held in the lecture room of the Qld

ect being

religious instruetion and worshigp.

association did much work well. On 18
October, 1863, it appointed as its regular missionary agent, the Rev,
fully fostered the growth of the Spon Lane

d other young men.

nual Meetings.

it conducied regular services in
hapel, Birmingham ; whilst another valuable
the theological class, which met at stated
tutorship of the Rev. Charles Clarke, its

CraIratax,

1862 | Birmingham, Q.M. Mr. Brooke Smith.

18363 ' Church of the Messiah Rev. Charles Clarke.
1864 st Newhall Hill Mr. J. Coppock
1865 'e 0. M. Rev. Charles Clarke.

Secretaries.
1860-1861, Rev. Charles Clarke.
1861-1864, Mr. Wm. Wade.
1864-1863, Mr. J. W. Oliver,

Treasurers.
1850-1564, Mr., W, Earl,
1864-1865, Mr. 5. B, Whitfield.

Lay-preachers,
Mr. W. Aston.
Mr, ], Dean.
Mr. J. Grainger,
Me, F, Grew.
Mr. T. Jeavons.
Mr. R. 0. Kneebone.
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e, D. Matts.

Mr. J. W. Oliver.
Mre, H. Payton,

Mr. . Retchford.
Mr. Hy. Solomoen.
Mr. G. R, Twinn.
Mr. S. B. Whitfield.
Mr. W, Woodward.

In many ways the time had come, and events were ripe for the forma-
tion of the larger and more comprehensive Union, which was wet long in
making itsell a felt power in the Midlands. The Rev. Robert Hammond
Cotton, of Liverpool, who had rccently left the Baptist Church, began his
duties as the regular missionary for the Union in March, 1868, and con-
tinued them until May, 1869, when he resigned, with a view to a settled
pastorate. The Union’s zarliest efforts were given to maintaining regular
services at Alcester, Spon Lane, and Walsall. By degrees other werk
was taken in hand for longer or shorter periods, with the gratifying result
that as the years have passed on the ‘ M.C.U."—to use its familiar appela-
tion—has become the recognised and trusted authority m its district for
the promotion of Christianity in connection with the freedom which rejecis
subscription to any articles of theological belief,

So far as the funds at its disposal have allowed, the Union has given
yearly financial help to many of the smaller congregations affiliated to il.

Like the Tract Society, the Union generally has a united service and
4 sermon by an appointed preacher, on its annual meeting day ; occasionally
the administration of the Lord's Supper has also formed a part of the
day’s proceedings.
Secretaries,

Rev. Charles Clarke, 1865-1867.

Rev. Hy. Enfield Dowson, B.A,, 1865-18067.

Rev, David Maginnis, 1867-186g.

Mr. W. Ridout Wells, 1867-1869.

. Rev, Hy. Wm. Crosskey, LL.D., 180g-1881.

Rev. Henry McKean, 1878-1881.

Rev. Wm. Carey Walters, 1881-1883.

Rev. Charles Clarke, 1886-1887.

7

Rev. Saml. Fietcher Williams, 1887-1888.
Rev. James Crossley, 1888-18g0.

Rev. Rd. Thos. Nicholson, B.A., 18g0-18ga.
Rev. John Briggs Lloyd, 18gz2-1893.

Rev. James Crossley, 1893-1894.

Rev. Addison Alex. Charlesworth, 1894-

Treasurers,

Mr. 5. B. Whitfield, 1865-187¢.

Mr. W. B. Greenway, 1879-1883.

Mr. Charles Harding, 1883-1887.

My, AIT, Wm, Worthington, B.A.; ].P,, 1887-1806.
Mr. ]J. Archibald Kenrick, 18g6-

On Monday, g March, 1891, the Union met for the first time afier its
transformation inio a * PrRoviNCIAL AssgmBLY,” these words having from
that date formed part of its title.  The Assembly as then constituted,
now consists of :—

{8} The ministers of the afifiated Churches,

(¢] Three lay representatives from every affiliated Church,
{¢) Life members, being donors of £g, or upwards,

(<) Annual subscribers,

{r) Minislers tesident in the Province, without active charge, duly elecied
fy the committee.

There is now no doubt whatever as to the value of this move, which
is apparent in the greatly increased attendances at the annual and autumnal
gatherings of the Assembly, and in the general interest manifested by the
Province in its welfare.

Prior to this change, the annval meelings were held at the various
places included in the Union, the first in 1866 being in the Church of the
Messiah, when the Rev. John Gordon preached from Romans 1., 14, [ am
deblor both to the Grecks, and ‘v the Barbarians, both lo the twise and o the

AT, i

The annual meetings, from 18931, have been held in Birmingham, its
central position being found the most convenient for the large majority
of the attendants.
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Annual Meetings.

Yoar PLACE. CHAIRMAN.

1891 | B'ham. O.M. Church Lawrence Pearsall facks, M.A.

1842 v Newhali Hiil Communion Service.

1393 . Chureh of Messiah Brooke Herford, D.D.

1804 o OM. Church Wm., BEdw, Addis, M.A.

1805 ., Newhall Hill Charles Flargrove, M.A.

1306 s, Church of Messiah John Hunter, D.D.

1897 v O.M. Church Ambrose Nichols Blatchford, B.A.
1898 »»  Newhall Hill Stopford Augustus Brocke, M. A., LL.D.
1800 o Church of Messiah Edwin Pinder Barrow, M.A.

On Sunday, 14 July, 1895, the Rev. John Harrison began his duties
as Missionary Agent, or minister at large, for the Province ; the congrega-
tions at Small Heath, and at Wolverhampton, being then especially placed
under his guidance and care. From that time to the close of 1858, he
found full and successful opportunity for work in the Province, in the
oversight of the aided Churches, the helping of weak causes, and the
opening up of new ground; work which owing to ill-health, Mr. Harrison,
to the regret of all his friends, had then to relinquish.
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ALCESTER.
PRESBYTERIAN MEETING-HOUSE.

Present building opened 1721; former one, before 1693.

MINISTERS.
Samuel Tickner
Joseph Porter -1721
Richard Rogerson ... 1723-1733
George Brodhurst ... -1773?
Benjamin Evans 1774-1785
Benjamin Maurice ... 1785-1814
Closed 1814-1816
Christmas Newson Saint 1816-1817
Supplics 1817+1834?
Thomas Warren 1834-~1864
Blhaw, Dist. Unit. Ass. 1804~ 1966
Midland Christian Unmion ... 1866-1871
William Henry Eastlake 1872
Thomas Wilson Scott 1873-1874
Siepplies . . 1875-1882
Closed ... 1882-1893
John Dale ... 1893-1895
afidland Christian nivu 1896-

This building is one belonging to that very small group of early
eighteenth century erection, which has fortunately escaped from the restorer’s
and the remodeller’s hands, and remains well nigh in its original condition,
and as perfect as the day on which it was opened. The cak pulpit with
square sounding board; the marble tablet close by, to the memory of
Joseph Porter; the stone font; the nine light brass candelabrum with the
dove and olive branch in iis beak ; the communion pews with their quaint
methed of forming long narrow tables, by half folding over the backs of
the seats; and the wealth of carved woodwork are all here and in a
perfect condition, thus giving the worshippers of to-day a true picture of
the interior of a meeting-house loved and adorned by their forefathers.
[t was well said at the re-opening service on 13 July, 1893, that this is
a building which ought no more te be touched than the Abbey at
Westminster.
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In 1820 T.D. (%e Timothy Davis, minister at Evesham q.v.) wrote a
very short account of the O/d Presbylerian Meeting House at Alcester, which
he sent to the editor of the Aonfhiy Repository; [or a time it was mislaid,
then fortunately recovered, and inserted in the issue of March, 1823. To
it we are indebted for the preservation of some details embodied in this
account,

The ejected minister at Alcester was Samugl Tickner, described* as—

a very holy, seli-denying, peaceable man; an hard student, and of a
tender spirit.  He continued with his people, who were some of the most
weallhy in the parish, after he was turned out in 1662, preaching constantily
to them, bul rarely in lime of public service. His moderation however did
not secure him from the spite of invidious neighbours, who informed against
him. This forced him to confine himself, and to preach more privately.
Hereupon, though he was of a strong constitution, he guickly fell into a
deep consumption. An eminent physician affirmed that this confinement
was the cavse. The old informers represented him o the magistrates asg
only pretending sickncss ; but an officer who came to apprehend him, found
him ender the arrest of death.

By his ministry, doubtless, the foundation was laid of the congregation
of Presbyterian Dissenters established in this place. From the records of
the meeting-house we find that a congregalion was worshipping in a house
on the site of the present building in the year 1693.

Joseph Porter is the next minister whose name was met with by T.D.
How long he was at Alcester, where he educated young men for the
ministry, as well as officiated as pastor Lo the congregation, does not
appear. He is rentioned in “*Dr. Evans’s list.” He died in 1721, aged
62. The present meeting-house was built in that year, and Porter was
expected to preach at its opening, but death disappointed the hopes of
his congregation. On the right hand of the pulpit, on a neat marble slab,
is the following incripticn to his memory :—

M. 5.

Clariss. vid Josephi Porter V.D.M.
Qui magni virtutis et scientine laude
Singulari pariter, animi modestid
Inclaruit.

Auditores fidei suae commissos
Literarum cognitione auxit,

*Nencen, Mem. ii., 479.
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Integris moribus imbuil,
5.5. scriplurae preceplis
Sedulo instituit.
Et Ipse ita moratus, ut illa postulant
Disciplinam efentm suam
Non ostentationem Ingenii sed legem vitae
Putavit.
Summae fuit Pietatis in Deum,
Suavitatis in suos,
Fidelitatis in amicos,
Huminatatis in Omnes.
In Christo obdormuil Aug. 24°.
A.D. 1y21. Aetatis 62°
Thes, iv. 14, (in Greel).

Not being able to satisfy myself in the translation of this inscription,
Dr. Martineau most kindly sent me the following*—

Sacred to the Memory
of a most distinguished man, foseph Porter,
Minister of the Word of God,
wha gained a brilliant repute for his
greal merits of characier and knowledge,
and nol less for the singular modesty of his mind.

The hearers commilled o his trust he enviched with literary culture, imbued with
sound morals, and diligently grounded in the precepts of the Holy Scriptures, and bis
own personal will he conformed to their requirements ; for he thought the true law of
life was found in moral self-subjection, not in intellectual display.

He evinced the wimost piely towards God, sweetness of temper to the companions
of his home, faithfulness to his friends, and kindness to all,
He [ef asleep in Christ, August 24th, 1721,
aged 6z.

For il we believe Lhal Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep
in Jesus, will God bring with him. Thess. iv., 13

Porter’s successor was Richard Rogerson, from Coventry, where he
had been, from 1717, minister of the Great Meeting. He remained at
Alcester until 1733, when he removed to Newecastle-on-Tyne, as minister

*He says, writing from The Polchar Awviemore MB., Aup. 2, 1808 Dvar Mr. Evans,
£ do not wonder that yow contd wotf pet to the end 0’/' Foseph Porter’s vecord withont longing to
telzgraph (o Ris bographer for an explanation of the guestionable clanse.  The enclosed translation
will skhow yore may interpretation of it,  There is not muck aviss with the lotinity ; but the thought
deel)f doct wwor seews guile clear. . . . . Youss wery fruly, Yawmes Martinear.
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of the Hanover Square Socicty, on the removal of Samuel Laurence, D.D,,
to the Monkwell Street congregation, London. He had a brother, Josiah
Rogerson, one of the ministers {1724-1763) of the Friar Gate congregation,
Derby ; a man of great abilities and character, who particularly distinguished
himself as an assertor of the right of private judgment, in the controversy
wkich took place in those parts on the occasion of a Mr. Joseph Rawson,
of Nottingham, being excluded from communion by his minister, Mr. Sloss,
on account of some difference of opinion between them concerning the
doctrine of the Trinity. The whole affair is circ --n«l;llltia]iy related in Dr.
Taylor's masterly Defenice of the Common Rights of Christians.

The next name met with as minister here, is that of George Brodhurst,
who probably succeeded Rogerson. [He was the son of Edward Brodhurst
(g.v.), minister of the Old Meeting, Birmingham, and died at Alcester, in
August, 1775, baving resigned the ininistry a year or two before, through
ill health. His—

ingenuity of mind, and cheerful temper gave a charm to his convursation,
and vivacity to his ielters.”

Brodhurst was followed by Benjamin Evans, who remained at Alcester
until 1783, when he removed to Stockton-on-Tees, to minister to the
society of Protestant Dissenters in that town. He was born on the
beautiful banks of river Tivy, between Llandyssul and Newcastle Emlyn,
of a very respectable dissenting family, much esteemed in that neighbour-
hood. [t i5 believed that his first settlement was at Newpor:, Mon.,
whence he removed to Alcester, where, says his biographert

during his residence he enjoyed the intimacy of the most eminenl minislers
i ikai neighbourhood—Mr. Emans, of Cowentry, Mr. Carpenter (q.v.) of
Stourbridge, Mr, Wood (q.v.) of Dudley ; Mweasrs, Blythe (q.v.), Hawkes
{a-v.), and Schelefield (g.v.), and alerwards of Dr. Prestley (q.v.) of
Birmingham.

He was succeeded, in 1785, by another Welshman, Benjamin Maurice,
a native of Pembrokeshire, and like his predecessor, also an alumnus of
the Presbyterian College, Caermarthen. During the latter part of his
ministry, the society, through deaths and other causes, had become very
small.  Though his salary then was little more than 20 per an. he

*C.R. 1852 p. Bz,
tC.R. 1834 p. 3.
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contrived, writes his biographer*—

to live within his income, and by the economical managemenm of the liber-
ality of his friends, he was enabled to leave behind him a sufficiency 10
cover lhe expenses of his funeral (which was conducied in a decent and
respectable manner) and a few small legacies, amongst others half-a-guinea
each 10 four poor old widows. Maurice enjoyed in a remarkable degree
the wood will and genuine friendship of many of his feliow iowasmen.
From the worlhy rector of the parish, and a respectable genlleman of the
facuity, well known to the Royal Family, he received the kindliest of
altentivns at all times, but particularly in his illness ; when neitber medical
nor pecuniary aid were wanting.  From several professional gentlemen—
from Catholics and Churchmen, (rom seme of the Baptist persuasion, as
well &s from individuals of his own congregation—he experienced greal
kindness.

Richard Wright in his Missionary Life and Ladors, 1824 p. 333, alludes
to his visit to Alcester, shortly before Maurice’s death, He says that the
congregation was nearly extinct, and that the few persons that remained
thought the case hopeless, and that nothing could be done. Still he was
resolved to make an attempt. He preached at Alcester first on a week
day evening, and was so well attended that he resolved to preach there
on the following Sunday, which he did three times—

and had geod congregations.

Maurice preached for the last time on the 17 January, and died at
Alcester on i1 February, 1814, having mimistered in the town lor nearly
thirry years.

The meeting house was then closed, until, in 1816, Chrisimas Newson
Saint began his short pastorate here. At the end of the following year
he removed to the Great Meeting, Hinckley, After a shori time at
Cranbrook G.B. Church, he settled with the MHeadcorn G.B., Church in
1832, and remained there till the close of his aclive ministry in 1853, when
he returned to his native city of Norwich, to be near his brother Samuel
Saint (d. 16 April, 1860, act 72). He did not enjoy his retirement long,
as he died on 11 September, 1854, and was buried in the Rosary, where
a heacdstone marks the two brothers' grave.

T.D. says of the period at which'we have now arrived—

Abont 1wo years ago [1818] Mr. John Hancock, a young man, an inhabitant
of the town, engaged Lo conduct a religious service on the Lord's Day, with

*M.R. 581y p. 244,
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the few Lhat attended, which he has continued ever since; and from July
1819, Timothy Davis, from Evesham, has regularly supplied in the evening
at Alcester, afller two regular services in his own place, the distance being
ten miles, The congregation is considerably increased, and the prospect
is promising. A Sunday school has been lately established, The debt
incurred in making new deeds, and repairing the place, about iwo years
ago, is almost paid off through the aid of the Unitarian and Fellowship
Funds.
John Hancock, who died at Alcester, 6 March, 1842—
was for many years engaged in tuition and occasionally in the ministry at
the above place™:
he once began studying for the ministry under Robert Aspland,

but was found not to possess the requisite intellectua!l qualifications.f

One of his two aged daughters, living in Alcester in 1894, says that
her father, w/ose fiealth had failed whilst at Hackney, about 18:8, began fo
conduct the services al the Old Mecting, and this he continued fo do nntil Mr.
Warren came, lo twhom he was for a [itle while assistant. Hancock was never
the appointed minister, but gave many years of occasional assistance to
the congregation. In 1837 he is described in the Baptismal Register as
deacon and principal trustee,

The beginning ef Timothy Davis' extended labours on behalf of the
congregation is thus briefly recorded in his journal :—

July 23, 1819, Preached first cvening lecture at Alcester, with prospect of
sugcess

His favourable anticipations were fully realized. For many years he con-
tinued to discharge this laborious duty. At the close of his second service
at Evesham, after a few minutes for rcelreshment, he mounted his hack,
protected in inclement wealher by impenetrable drab great coat and leg-
gings, and rode ten miles to Alcester, where his exertions were amply
repaid by the interest which a large congregation took in the services so
zealously rendered. This was essentially a missionary work,

With advancing years Davis found these exertions too great for his

strength, and they were of necessity discontinued; and in 834§ Thomas
Warren, of Motreton Hall, began his long ministry with this congregation.

*C.R. 1842 p. 320.
1C.R. 1861 p. 279
3C.R. 186r p. 276
§ The late Mr. Herbert New, of Evesham, gave this date to the author.
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Alcester is probably the last place where Theophilus Lindsey’s original
liturgy, Apostles’ creed, and all, were read, and that so recently as 1863,
by Warren, a year before his resignation. The magnificently bound quarto
copy of the Prayer Book, which he always used is in the author’s pos-
session. In it he has wriiten in farge printing hand, on a card that would
be more legible, a copy of the creed. The phrase ke descended into hell, is
omitted and substituted for it is He rested in the grave ; and instead of
The holy Catholic Cluerch, are the words holy Christian Church, The card
and the pages of the liturgy are well thumbed, and give evidence of
constant and reverent use, Warren usually wore the surplice, and was
a man of means, which he generously devoted to the welfare of the
congregation. The present Bible in the pulpit was his gift, and bears his
book plate with motto Fides ef consfantia.  Qne of his old scholars told
the author how he used to teach them whele chapters of 5t. Luke's—and
especially St. John's—Gospels, which they frequently had to say to Warren
when he visited his Sunday school, where he often had forty boys and as
many girls. He began the present Register of Christenings al Alcester, Old
Preshyterian  Aeeting, the first entry being dated g July, 1837. In the
account® of the celebration festivities on the occasion of Queen Victoria's
marriage, Warren is described as—

the gratuitous minister, as well as Lhe benefactor of the congregalion.

But for him, the meeting-house would have been a ruin, and the congregation
have become extincl.

He lived ten years alter his retirement, and died 235 August, 1874.

On 17 July, 1864, the Birmingham District Unitarian Association began
its care of the supplies for the pulpit, which in 1866 was passed on to
the Midland Christian Union.  John Gorden was the active promoter in
this well sustained movement. The vestry book contains a record of the
weekly supplies by ministers and lay preachers, who entered their texts
and hymns. The rota thus preserved to 13 March, 1870, includes the
names of Saml. Bache, Chas. F. Biss, John Birks, Wm. Cochrane, Robi.
H. Cotton, John Cuckson, David Davis, John Dean, H. Enfield Dowscn,
Robt. B. Drummond, Hy. Eachus, Mat. Gibson, John Gordon, Wm. H.
Herford, Jos. Heywood, Leonard Hiinges, Jas. Kedwards, Edw. Myers,
David Maginnis, Edward Parry, and Benj. Wright,

*C.R. 1850 . 344.
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The entry on 235 Nov., 1860, preserves the record that the ZLard’s
Supper twas administered by John Gordon, who also on Thursday evenings,
4 and 25 March, 868, delivered two lectures on How fo wse the Bible,
and Z#he Cross of Christ, the remaining two of the series being given by
Robt. H. Cotton on 11 March, Six and ifs punithment, and on 18 March
The Gospel.

During Mr. Eastlake's ministry, which began on the first Sunday in
1872, after the meeting-house had been again closed for a shorl pericd,
the morning congregation averaged 24, and the evening 45 The old
school building, owned by the congregation, was repaired, and the Sunday
school, and night classes held in it.

After Mr. Scott’s ministry, which ended in December, 1874, services
were again conducted by supplies, from 1875 to 1882, Mr, Henry Watton,
a layman, rendered much help, and in 1882 the meeting-house was again
closed,

On its re-opening in 1893, the Rev. Rudelf Davis, B.A. (q.v.} of
Evesham, a grandson, of Timothy Davis, conducted service for several
Sunday evenings, and on g September that year, the Rev. John Dale began
his ministry of the congregation. A year later this interesting and unique
meeting-house was first lighted with gas, and the candles of many genera-
tions became only a memory.

At the close of Mr. Dale’s ministry in r8gs, the Midland Christian
Unien again took charge of the services, which it still retains.

In the vestry are six finely carved oak chairs, a ' Cromwell’ table,
wooden tuning pipe, and two pewter plates. No communion plate belong-
ing to the congregation has ever come to the knowledge of its trustee,
Mr. Herbert New, who in (8ot told the author that Mr. Warren used to
bring Mis own plate for the service.

The original register of births, baptisms, and deaths, from 1774 to 1836
was deposited by Warren, with the Registrar General. On its first page
is written A Register of AN the children Baptized ar Alcester by me, B, Evans,
1774, &oe; by me, B. Mauvice, 1785 by me, J. Hancock, 1817, In sending
the book to London, Warren writes in it :—7 am the minisier and adminisier
the Sacraments in the said Chapel, John Hancock, of Alcesier, aforesaid, is Deacon,
and principal acting Trustee, and Richard Holtom, of Alcester, is Chapel Warden
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Thomas Warren, Morton Hall, counly of Worcester. January, 1837. The
volume is a thin, square one, well preserved and bound in vellum. In
addition to numerous entries of baptisms, it contains :— %z Nawies of those
who sat at the Lord’s Supper af Alcester, the first fime of my administering either
here or anywhere, Sept. £, 1776, B. Epans. Twenty names here follow, but
many are indistinct. Next year Evans entered this note :—Mrs. Prershouse,
Sept. 6, 1777, cut hir throat the wvery day before the Lovd's Supper, which so
affected us all, that we put it off lo a future opportunily ; cause—melancholy, to
which she was constitutionally subfect, but increased by an sver anxiety aboul the
world.

RicHarp Rogerson, min. Coventry 1y1y-ty23, Alcester 1723-1733, Newcaslle-on-Tyne
1733-1960, m. at Newcastle, Miss Halliday.
d. & Sept., 1760.
¢f- History of Newcaste, John Brand, F.5.A., 1789, i, 411, M.R. (811, p. 587.

GEORGE BRODHURST, & in Birmingham? Ed. Findern Academy, by Dr. Latham,
min. Alcester [1733)—17737
d. August, 1953,
¢f M.R. 1823 p. 159.

Bexjamin Evansg, & [1745] nr. Llandyssul, S.W.: ed. Caermarthen, Pres. Coll; min,
Newport, Mon,—[1774), Alcester 1774-1785, Stockton-on-Tees 1785-1792, 1817-1821,
withowt charge there, 17921817 and 182118345 wn. Mary (4. 1833); o. 9 Macch, 1834, aet. 8o.
¢f C.R. 1834 p. 392; Two Hundred Years, Stockton, 1888 p. 1z

Bensamiy MAURICE, & [1748]) in Pembrokeshire ; ed. Caermarthen, Pres. Coll. ; min.
Newmarket, Flintshire, -1783, Alcester 1783-1814; bachelor;
4. 11 February, 1814, net. 66.
o M.R. 18ty p. 249

CHrisTyMAS NEWSON SaIsT, &, Christmas Day, 1781 at Norwich; min. Alcester 816-1817,
Hinckley 1817-1820, Cranbrook G.B. 182¢-1831, Headcorn G.B. 1832-t853, Norwich,
without charge, 185318354 ; a2 Sophia Garrod; Issue, Thomas, Christopher, Sophia
{#. 18og, at Norwich, », — Geer), Eliza (/. 1808 at Norwich, . Robt. Frisby Bealby),
others died in infancy; < 11 Sept., t8s4; bur. Rosary, Norwich,
¢f Procesdings of G.B. Assembly; headstone at Norwich; information from grand-

daughter, Mary Vince (ued Bealby): and frem Mr. D. C. Betts, Norwich.

TuoMas WARREN, & 1793; ed. Wymondley Coll ; min, Ringwood 18t5-181%, Slourbridge
1817-1821, Alcesier 1834-1864, Morton Hall, Worcestershire, without tharge 1964-1874;
d. 25 August, 1874, aet. 81.
¢f. Early History, Presbyterian Congregation, Stourbridge, A. W. Worthington, B.A.,
1888 1., 10,
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Wirriam HEXRY FasTLAKE, min. Alcester January-December 1872, Stannington 1872-1876,

Moreton Hampstead 3876-1885, Torquay 1885-1886, South Shields 1856-1887, Selby
18881889, Ldle ifg1- . (7 April 1863} Mary Elizabeth, cldest daughter of Wm.
Wellings, of Stourbridge; has issue, Eliza Jane (s, 1808, Albert Sponce, Idle)

of. Pestiges, var, pp.

THOMAS WILSON ScOTT, & 5 February, 1841, at Orr; ed. Manchester, Cavendish Coll.

March 1862-August 1863, London New Coll. 1863-1868; min. Paisley 186g-1871,
Crewe 1872, Alcester February 1873-December 1874, Sheffield 1876, Horsham 1877-1870,
Lydgate, Yorks., 1887-18g0, Dumfries, without charge, 1890-1804, Glenarm 18¢4-

#i. (8 January, 1879} Isabella, daughter of Christopher Dunlop, of Paisley.

¢f Recerd p. 43

Joun DaLE, min, Idle 187z-1873, Wareham 1873-1874, Atherstone 1873-1877, Hincidey

1875-1848, Deal 18g0--1892, Alcester 1893-1805, Stratford-on-Avon and London, withens
charpe, 1895-1899, Bury St. Edmund’s 18gg- i m. and has issue,
¢f. persenal knowledge.

ToPOGRAPHY.
M.R., 18z3, p. 150 Ing., 1894, p. 625
C.R., 1840, p. 344 Seedsorer, 1895, pp. 168, 181.
C.R., 186, p. 270. Vestiges, p. 3.

Ing., 1893, p. 4064. M.C.U., var. reports.
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ATHERSTONE.,—LonNG STREET.

Built r725.
MINISTERS.
John Sheffield 16897-1697
Christopher Smalley... w — 1708-1722
John Reynolds 1722-1756
John Pruthero 1756-1759
William Buckley ... 1760-1762
Richard Wright 1765-1794
Irdependents had wse of dadlding.

Obadiah Bennet ... 18o1-1804

Supplies - R -
Thomas Davis 1818-1822

Cloged (1822)-[1835]
Charles Case Nutter 1836-1838

Closrd o - . 18381840

Lot to Independents 18501855
Thomas Bowring ... 1858-1862
Henry Webb Eliis ... 1865-1874
John Dale 1875-1877
Richard Elliott Birks 1876-1882
Wijliam Robinson 1883-1885
John Howard 1887-

In the Diwciple* there appeared a charming biographical sketch eatitled
“The Story of Four Brothers” which the anonymous writer offered as—
a genuing extract of veritable history,
the object being to record such particulars as could be recovered—
respecting a family of old-fashioned Dissenling people during the last century,
Although names were concealed, there can be no difficulty whatever by
those who know the neighbourhood, and who read between the lines of the
stary, in identifying the town of Readly as that of Atherstone, and the
Sfour brothers as Matthew, Thomas, Jobn, and Richard Wright, this last
being the minister of the Presbyterian sociely at Atherstone. Quotations
therefore made here, unless otherwise noted, are taken from the Disciples

71583, p.p. 45 73
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article, which the writer of this book, after going iuto the matter some-
what closely, and with his knowledge of the locality and other details
mentioned in ““ The Story of Four Brothers’” feels himself warranted in
applying to this society.
Puritanism hetd its ground in Roadby {Atherstone] after the Restoration,
though the lecturer® to whom I have just referred was ejecled in due course.
A Presbylerian congregation was formed, and from the names and reputa-
tion of its early ministers T infer that the cause was originally of more
importance than the population of Roadby [Atherstone] itsell would indicate.
The harassed Presbyterians, who often came long distances to their worship,
probably found at Roadby [Atherstone] a quiet and safe resort. As time
went on, Lhe little congregation was not without some internal troubles.
A Welshman, of Cardiif [John Pruthere] proved an unsuitable minister, and
it was neceasary to take legal steps to remove him.t
His successor, a Daventry student, did not slay long and then came our
friend, Richard. The Presbyterian Meeting-house at Roadby [Atherstone],
where Richard was ordained in 1765, is a simple and primitive structure,
built in 1725. Save for the addition of a more modern porch, it is little
altered, externally or internally, since the day of its erection. You might
be pretty familiar with Roadby [Atherstone] as an occasional traveller, and
yet never know anything about this meeling-house; for though the access
to it is from the main street, the building itself is hidden away from view
in a humble court, and makes no appeal to the passer by, 1 suppose it
was placed in what was originally the back garden of one of the houses.?

*John Machin {1624-1664). " In the spring of 1652 he became lecturer at Atherstone
Chapel, in the parish of Mancetter, Warwickshice. He was the ‘one Macham, a priest
in high account,’ who prescribed physic and blood letting for George Fox, the Quaker
founder.” A.G. in Dir. Nal Bieg.

tIn the Historical Account of Dukinfield Chapel, by Alexander Gordon, M.A., 1366,
P 57, we read ' On leaving the Academy he [Lz William Buckley] settled at Atherstone,
Warwickshire, in 1760, succeeding there a Welshman (John Prothero) who bad been
“lawfully ejected.”

1I bave three pencil sketches of tne exterior, interior, and pulpit ot Lhis meeting-
house, also a ground, plan, all done i 18¢8. The draughtsman, who had not previously
visited Atherstone, writes thus to me:—7 fook me a leng fime lo find the place. 7 asked
several persons, but they knew nothing whatever abou? 6. One said “there was such a place
once, anether thowught * it had ceased to exint’ At last [ fownd i, up a back yard, Diagram
will shew position.  After sketehing cxievior, which is plosiered, [ got the key and enfered.
There is no notice board fo be seen gither of the entrance frowm Streel, o on the walls of the
building.  There is no graveyard.  The only thing of o Christian nafure inside was o very
old and well-worn Bible, which I looked through, brut there was ne name nor entry init.  There
are no memorial fablels, nwor anything whatcver on the walls, whick are whitewnshed, and in
some places plaster falling of . On the Jefe hand side of lie pulpit is & small harmonsuns} on
the othery at onme fime was proéubly & stove, but that is gone. The seating scconumodation is
about 18 dews, and a small gallery over the door, There &5 ws gus, G.E.E,
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Some few years after its erection, the heuse in front was purchased for a
minister's dwelling. A Merchant Taylor of London left 2 small endowment
to the place,* and there was also a Hat and Coat Charity connected with
the congregation. By some means or other this clathing charity bas become
diverted from its onginal purpose, and the hats and coals now go to Church,
instead of 10 Meeting.T

Before speaking of the ministers here, it may be noted that the meeting-
house has been closed at intervals, and then reopened with a fresh start.
Twice has it been let to Independents for their worship. The last resident
minister, without a joint pastorate, was Thomas Davis, described, in 182z,
as—

of Atherstone.l

After he left came the closing alluded to in this memorandum on the

inner cover of the Baptismal Register :—

Nov. 13, 1837

The enclosed Is the only book of Registers of Baptisms in wmy possession, nor
am J af all awave of there being any olhev in existence.  You 1will pereeive that
the date of i is only down lo the yegr IS2r; since thal lime the chapel was
closed, and the congregation dissolved for some years, ff has latlerly beem weopened,
and bhe several ministers whe have officiated hawve, I belteve, wegisicred al Dodor
Wittiams's Library. The present minister, the Rev. C. C. Nuller, of Hinckiey

*The late John Lakin, esquire, of Freezley, near Polesworth, Warwickshire, was
the custodian of some 26 deeds relative to this meeting-house and its possessions. The
first bears date of 24 Seplember, 1639, One makes mention of Mr. Wm. Hogg, citizen
and merchant taylor, of London, who by his will, daied 4 March, 1725, bequeathed £100,
which in 1533 was devoted to the purchase of 2 house in Long Sireet for £99 15s. od.
from Mr. Joim Reynolds, to whom the interest was devised, while he acted as teacher,
or preacher. In 1756, one makes menton of the ejection of Rev. John Pruthero, who
is noted as having been lately in the cccupation of the minister's house.

tIn a deed dated 1738, six trustees are mentioned in connection wilth the charity
bequeathed by Mr. Richard Warwick. Another will, in which the society had some
ifiterest, was that of M. John Burton, senr., of Atherstone, dated 15 August, 1727
Lands at Mancetter are spoken of, as being bequeathed to his grandson, John Lloyd.
Did these lands eventually become a charity administered by truslees of the sociely?
Fields in the neighbourhood of Mancelter were, within living memory, and probably
still are, called the Aread Aeres.  Arc they the lands originally belonging te John Burton,
senr.? G.E.E.

IM.R. 1822 p. Gz3.
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(fo whom your crewlar s addressed) fhas only a short time since officiated at
Atherstone, and has no segister book.
SJoseph Adorees,
Trustee of the Presbytevian Chapel,
Athersione®

Since 1836 the minister, first of the Great Meeting, Hinckley, and next
of Cole Hill, Tamworth, has also been the minister of this society.

John Sheffield was—

born at Ibstock, Leicestershire, about 1654. His father, Wm. Sheffield, M.A.,
of Trinity College, Cambridge, was rector of Ibsiock from 1644 to 1662,
sustained a discussion with Samuel, father of Tilus Qates, and died at
Kibworth, Leicestershire, in 1673. Sheffield, after passing through Kibworth
grammar school, was put to trade; bul his bent was to the ministry, for
which he studied under John Shuttlewood {1632-1689), following his tutor from
one hiding place to anether, On 27 September, 168z, he was ordained by
Shultlewood, and three other egjected ministers, He began his ministry as
chaplain to Mrs. Palmer, at Temple Hall, Leicestershire, where a small
meeting-house was built for him, and another at Atherstone, Warwickshire
(probably in 1689). In 1697 he succeeded Nathaniel Vincent as pastor of
the Presbyterian congregation in St. Thomas Street, Southwark. He was
a friend of Locke, who admired his exegetical powers. In the Satters' Hall
debates of 1719, he went with the nen-subscribers, He died on z4 January,
1726, aged 72, He published a tract on salvation, and a sermon {1705).
His son William was dissenling minister at Buckingham, Windsor (1715-26),
and Baverhill, Essex.t

The Temple Hall meeting-house in which Sheffield, and, after him,
Benjamin Bennet (1674-1726, ord. in Oldbury Chapel, go May, 16gg, min.
Temple Hall 16g7-1703, Newcastle-on-Tyne 1703-1726, author of the Zrenicum
1722), Richard Wright, and others ministered is alluded to, without doubt
in the Fonr Brothers, when the writer says:—

Besides his pastoral duties at Roadby [Atherstone}, Richard had charge of
another small congregation, several miles off, in the neighbouring county
of Fenshire {Leicestershire.] To this secluded meeting-house, I suppose, he
had to walk on Sunday afternoons along the quiet fen lanes, until such time
as he was able to keep a horse. The building to {sic) which he preached

*The deed of 4 May, 1833, by which it is required that when the number of trustees
is reduced to two, fresh ones shall be appointed, the teacher or preacher acting with
the trustees—mentions the names of Beale of Aston, Beale of Birmingham, Estlin Grundy
of Drayton, Lakin of Worcester, Morris of Burton-on-Trent, and others.

tDd. Nar. Bisg, article by A.G.
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stil] [1883 stands, in 2 solitary rural spot, but has long been diverted Lo
other purposes, and the congregation dispersed. I have seen an old man
who remembered it in use. About seventy years ago, the landlord’s agent
borrowed of my informant a plough-iron, broke open the door, and took
possession, The place was turned into a game-keeper's lodge, and has since
been cut into two cottages. Al the lime of the first alteration, the work-
men buill in the pulpit Bible when they walled up one of the windows.
The history of Lhe place is that the first Presbyterian Minister [john Sheffield]
of Roadby [Atherstone] was chaplain to a great lady [Mrs. Palmer} who
had an estate in those parts, and the country meeting-house was for the
accommodation of her tenantry. Some great men of the Presbyterian
denomination have ministered here Benjamin Bennet of the /fremicim, and
Lemuel Latham. But it dropped into a mere appendage to Roadby (Ather-
stone,| and when the endowment was lost by the negligence of a irustec,
it seemed to be worth ne one's while to keep up the place. The croit
behind the two cottages is still [1883?] known as the Meeting-house Yard.

Christopher Smalley, who was ordained on 16 September, 1708, re-
moved in 1722 to Chesterfield, where he succeeded John Thomas, the
intimate friend and minister of Secker, who afterwards conformed and
became ultimately Archbishop of Canterbury; but who in his youth was
a student for the ministry at Timothy Jollie’s academy at Attercliffe, and
accasionally supplied at Bolsover meeting-house in the vacations. Smalley*
was buried in the chancel of Chesterfield Church, adioining his predecessor ;
a stone there bears this inscription :—

Here lies the body of yt Rev. Mr. Christopher Smalley, who departed this
life the 8th of February, 1743, aged 81 years.

Smalley’s baptismal register, which he began to keep at Athersione,
and carried with him to Chesterfield, whence it was sent to Somerset House,
where the author saw it in July, 1808, gives us the names of probably all
his children. Samuel was born at Atherstone on o April, 1721, defng Easter,
and was baptized by his fother on 15 May, r72r.  Others born in Chesterfield
were baptized by Fleicher of Hull, and by Heywood of Dronficld.

John Reynold’s ministry was the longest of any here, extending from
1922 to 1756, No particulars of it seem to have been preserved, unless
there be any in his memoirs of the life of his uncle, the—

late pious and learned Mr, John Reynolds
of Shrewsbury, a copy of which the author has not yet been able to find.

*He was a man much beloved for his pleasant conversation, of a good life, bu
no admired preacher.—Diary of Rev. James Clegg, M.I)., 1899, p. 78
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John Pruthero—
a Welshman of Cardiff,
was one of Dr. Doddridge’s students at Northampton academy. He was
at Atherstone in 1744, in which year a Presbyterian Board grant to the
congregation was paid to him. He may possibly then have been assistant
to John Reynolds. Walter Wilson in his MSS. notes him as at Ewvesham
and Atherstone, but it is certain he was not minister of the Presbyterian
society in Evesham. As we saw above, by 1760 he had been—
lawfully ejected.
His successor here was William Buckley, one of Dr. Ashworth’s students
at Daventry academy, who to—

the end of his life used at breakfast his Daventry tea cup and saucer; this
shows that he must have been a very careful man.”

- A little before Michaelmas, 1762, he became minister of Dukinfield
Chapel, where his father had previously been from 1714 to 1752, but—

he inherited none of his father's commanding talent. Neither in mind nor in
body was he a very active man; ha is described, in early life, as a clerical
dandy, and is said to have introduced inte the Dukinfield pulpit a silk gown
and powdered wig. The story goes that on one occasion, Nathaniel Walker,
when Buckley was about to ascend the pulpit, met him in the passage, and
pointing with his walking stick fo the minister's dress, exclaimed aloud,
¢ Where silk gowns and powdered wigs come, there cometh no gospel.
Perhaps Angier's was a stuff gown; at any rate after Buckley, we hear
of no wig in the Dukinfield pulpit, and no gown ull 18321

Richard Wright, the youngest of the JFowr Brofiers, and of the four
sons of Matthew Wright was born near Congleton, in Cheshire—
A mile and a half from Dancton [Congleton], at the top of a steep rise in

the opposite direction from Minsterbury [Astbury], stands the three-gabled
manor hcuse of Hiltonbrook. In spite of a new front, and many modern

*Gordon's Dubinfield p. 57
YGordon's Dukinfizld p. 38.

A gquaint reference to ministers’ wigs is met with in the M.S. minute book {r&gs
1717) of the United Brethren of the City and County of Exdn., and County of Devon ; in
the custody of Dr. Williams's Trustees, at their library in Gordon Square, W.C.  Exdw,
gand 10 May, ryie.  One of the brethren, My, Ball, spoke with wmuch warmih against mintsters
wearing long Hght Powder'd Wigs, a5 thot whick gives great offence to serious peopls, and is a
greal hindrance fo the success of our ministry, A later hand has added :— The dersons which
pave this offence were Parr and Huxham.
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improvements, the last of which divided it into two separate dwellings, il
still retains some features corresponding with the date of 1633, carved on an
oaken beam of its upper storey. Here lived, from the early part of the last
century till very near its close, Farmer Matthew [Wright], a Tameshire
[Cheshire] yeoman of good pesition, and a pillar of the Presbylerian cause.
[ know little about him, except that he brought wp four sons and 1wo
daughters, and died at a great age, outliving all his sons, though one of
them had passed the appointed term of three score years and ten.

In 1757 Matthew Wright was appointed one of the trustees of the
Cross Street Meeting-house, Congleton, which in 1883 gave place to the
present modern erection. Large pictures of the exterior and of the interior
of the old place are before the author, the details shewn therein corres-
ponding with this description in the Fowr Brothers :—

[ts existing mceting-house of brick, except the stone sills (o Lhe latticed
windows, dates from 1733, It possesses a panelled pulpit, and, within dark
caken rails, a tiny communion table, and a fine specimen of an old cak
chair. At the ends of the venerable pews on the ground floor are holes
originally intended for inserting candles, in case of evening service. The
gallery is more modern.  This ancient structure is doomed to destruction,
if indecd it be not already swept away, as I write. Its present possessors
wanl a more modern building to worship in, so it must go.*

Of the four brothers, Matthew was the eldest. He went to London
to study law, but died a minor. The other three, Thomas, John, and
Richard became Presbyterian ministers. Thomas sustained, with dignity,
the character of minister of the society of Protestant dissenters in Lewin's
Mead, Bristol, during the space of 48 years, and died on 14 May, 1797,
in the 71st year of his age. John, who [rom an incapacity through a
failure of voice to discharge the duties of the Christian ministry, in which
ke delighted, engaged in the medical profession, and died 23 December,
1704, aged 62.

In Guelph Sgquare, Westport [Brunswick Square, Bristol} is a quiet grave-
yard where lie the remains of the Dissenting dead. A quaini little building,
calted the Speaking House, is erected there for the services custemary at
funerals. On its walls are tablets, commemorative of generations passed
away. And there we may read, with much appended eulogy, of a sober
and solemn sort, the names of two of Farmer Matthew's sons.t

“The panclled pulpit and oaken chair were transferred to the new building and
their use continued.

tThe inscriptions on Thomas and John Wright's tablets will be found in Murch pp. 128-7.

]
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After the customary three year's course at Daventry in theclogy and
philosophy, our friend, Richard, was regarded as duly equipped f(or the
work of the Dissenting ministry ;

and at Atherstone, where he was ordained in 1765, he found that settle-
ment which only ended with his life.

It is evident lhat Richard's position was not that of a wealthy minister.
Nor had he taients which would bring him a call to a more prominent scene
of labour. But, in spite of his initial disinclination for the ministerial life,
he seews Lo have done his duty carefully and conscientiousiy according to
his light. His Baptismal Register® the only relic of his work which T have
seen 15 kept with scrupulously neat accuracy, and, like most of the old
Dissenting Registers, it contains some names of persons whose descendants
have risen to much higher positions than were open lo their ancesiors at
Roadby [Atherstone]. One of these names, unless [ mistake, is that of the
ancestor of a Cabinet Minister.

By way of making some addition to a scanty income, Richard, like many
Presbyterian divines of his day, devoted a part of his time lo teaching.
He did not keep school, but occasionally had pupils, and prepared young
men for Daventry. Among these was the well known authort of wany
bgautiful hymns, the finest, in my opinion, being the following i—

From north and south, from east and wesl,

Advance the myriads of the blest:

From every ciime on earth they come,

And find in heaven a common heme.

“A small, thin note book in biue marbled covers. The following entry has been
made in it ~Faving locked over tiis book af the veynest of Mr. Samuel Coates Morris, late of
Atherstonte, bt now of Bierfon-upon-Trent, in order (o delermive whether the various Hapiisms
thersin registered are in the handwitting of my late Hnsband, the Rev. Richard Wright, whe
for scveral years was the officiating winister af the Dissenting Mecting al Athersione, 1 fereby
declare that the whale contents of this book [here come references to the first and last
entries as Lo time] are fhe hambwriting of wy late Husband, the ssid Richard Wright, twhe
preached to the Dissenting Congresation al Atherstonc during the svhole of the fperiod betren
the beforcomentioned dates of August 15, 176g, and August 10, 1794. Witness my fand, this
& day of March, 182s, in Bristel. Mary Wrighs,  That it was desirable o settle the
authenlicity of the entries is evident from the fact that in every entry respecting the
children of Richard and Mary Wright, the year has been clumsily erased, though barely
enough to render the figures totally illegible. Mary Rebecca, Elizabeth, and Elizabeth
Sophia are entered as baptized by ye Rew. Mr. Porteons, who was minister (1747-1792) of
the Old Meeling, Nunealon. This little volume T saw in 1898, —G.E. L.,

tEdmund Butcher, 1757-1822, min. Sidmouth 1768-18z0. ¢f. Dic. Nat. Bisg. article by
A.G., in which it is slated that Butcher reccived some classical training at Atherstone,
from Richard Wright.
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In one immortal throng we view

Pagan and Christian, Greel and Jew ;
But, all their doubts and darkness o'er,
One only God they now adore.
Howe'er divided here below,

QOne bliss, one spirit, now they know ;
Though some ne'er heard of Jesus' name,
Yet God admits their honest claim.

On eanth according to thelr light,

They aimed to practise what was right,
Hence all their errors are forgiven,
And Jesus welcomes them to heaven,
See, how along the immortal meads,
His glorious host the Saviour leads!
And brings the myriads none can count
Tao seats of joy on Zien's mounti.

Some have accused this hymn of heresy, and it has been excluded from our
more modern hymn books. Good Mrs. Barbauld spoke of it in the highest
terms of praise. I would fain hope thal some of the spirit which it breathes
was brought from (he minister's house at Roadby |Atherstone,] and reflects
lthe sentiment of the wriler's old masler,

A pen and ink skelch of that old master still exists froni the pupil's hand.
It exhibits him, not wilh the curls of his boyhood, but in bushy wig, and
shovel hat, and the Quaker-like garb of the ancient Dissenting divine.

A neighbour of Parson Richard, and, I presume, 2 close friend, was the
minister of Monkmealing [Nuneaton,] a Scotehman by birth, and a relative
of the famous Captain Portecus. When a little one was born in the minister's
house ai Roadby [Atherstone] {am event which happened six times in the
course of filtecn years) the Monkmealing [Nuneaton] minister came to per-
form the christening. . . Towards lhe end of Parson Richards thirty
years' pasliorate at Roadby [Atherstone], the remewed inlerest in strong
doctrinal preaching, which was partly a result of the Methodist revival,
partly a reaction against the increasingly unevangelical tone of the Liberal
Dissent, brought a fresh form of Nonceonformily into the litlle market town,
Hitherto the only meeting-houses had been those of the Presbylerians and
the Quakers ; now the Independents opened a preaching-place, and laid the
foundation of a régular place of worship. . . the Independents held their
own, and gradually superseded the Presbyterian interest in the district. .
Parson Richard’s next successor at Roadby [Atherstone] was an Independent,
though not a2 dogmatic ene. On his removal Lo an Independent Church in
Ribbonspire [Coventry,] the Roadby [Athersione] Meeling-house was vacant
for some time. [t is now registered as a place of worship for a congrega-
tion of persons calling themselves Unitarians.
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Every reader is urged to try and see ‘* The Story of Four Brothers,”
its charm is fascinating, and its anecdotes of Parson Richard and his
absentmindedness will well repay one for any amount of trouble. The
Disciple ended its far too brief life in December, 1883 ; should the writer
of the story chance upon these extracts, his forgiveness is craved for this
attempt at finding a key wherewith to open the lock.

Obadiah Bennet is stated by Miall* to have been minister at Heck-
mondwike Upper Chapel, 1786, where—

he continued five years and a half, and resigned April, 1992,

WilsonT says that he preached for a considerable time to the Metho-
dists in Buckingham Chapel, Pimlico, but—

left it in the year 1300,

Though the author has no direct proof he assumes these two men to
be one and the same; the dates do not forbid it. Leaving Lendon, Bennet
was for a short time minister of Paradise Chapel, Birmingham, passed on
to Atherstone, and from thence, in 1804 removed to Vicar Lane Chapel,
Coventry, where he remained six years. At the expiration of this period
he removed, it is supposed, to Loondon, where he died.

Davis, who received a Presbyterian board grant at Atherstone in Janu-
ary, 1822, was more or less of an invalid. The author's father {b. 1813)
has a distinct remembrance of him; being present at a funeral in Llan-
wenog Churchyard shortly before his death, he stood apart from the other
mourners, and begged people not to come too near him as Spirils were
coming from hint}

Referring to the period of his ministry here, Mr. Webb Ellis writing
to the author frem Shalford, near Guildford, in October, 1898, says:—A4s
mingster of the Great Mecting, Hinchicy, at fhe request of the trustecs, [ drove

*Congregationalism in Vordshire, 1868 p. 275,
FDissenting Churches, iv., 56-7.
IMy father was one of the large company present at the luneral of Thomas Davis's
father, David Davis of Castel-hywel, who was buried in Llanwenog Churchyard, 1827 ;
shorily before his death he remembers hearing the old poet and preacher refer Lo his

wile as:— :
My fair I find, in mind and mico

And honour,—a Diana ;
By George, I'll scorn to take his queen
And losing my Eliza. G.E.E.
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over to Atherstone, every Sunday afferncon for some years for the sake of keeping the
chapel open.  Three services cvery Swunday, with often a funeral service befween, a
commitiee meeling freguently, and wmorning teaching in the Sunday school, made
ity as you may imagine, very dose work. Towards the end of my stay half of the
endowmen! was diverled lo Tamwerth, after which T only went to Atherstone on
allernate Sundavs. The nttendance was always very small, if might sometimes have
reachzd fwenly.

JoHun SHEFFIELD, & about 1634, at Ibstock, Leicestershire; ed. by John Shuttlewood,
¢}. Raunsion and Hoose; ord. z7 September, 1682; chapiain Lo Mrs. Palmer of
Temple Hall; min. Atherstone, 16897-1697; St. Thomas Street, Southwark, 16g7-
1726; s and had issue; o 24 Janvary, 1726, =t. 72
of. Die. Nat. Biog.

CHRISTOPHER SMALLEY, & [1682]; ord. 16 September, 1708 ; min. Atherstone, 17081722,
Chesterfield, 1722-1743 ¢ lssue, Samuel (£ 1721), Hannah {&. i722), Elizabeth (5. r72q),
Christopher (4 1727), Thomas (4. 1728}, Ann (b 1730), Hannah (5. 1732).

#, § February, 1743, =t. 61; bur. Chancel, Chesterfield Parish Church.
«f. Smalley’s Register ; History of Chesterficld, 1839, p. 121,

Jonn REvxOLDS, nephew to Jolm Reynolds (g.v.} of Shrewsbury : min. Atherstone, 1422-
1756.
¢f. C.R. 1847 p. 256.

Joun PRUTHERO, ed. Northampton Academy by Philip Deddridge, D.D., 1734 min.
Atherstone, 17441755
¢f. MLR. 1815 p. 686 ; Sitwer p. 238 ; Dukinfield Chapel, A, Gordon, 1897, p. 57.

Winiam Buckiev, 4 1731, at Dukinfieldd; ed. Daveniry Academy 1756- 3 min.
Atherslone 17601762, Dukinfield 1762-1791, retired 1795,
. 29 Aprily, 1797; bur. Dukinfield Chapel Yard.
&f. Record p. 51,

Ricuarp WRIGHT, ed. Davenlry Academy 17359- by Caleb Ashworth, D.D.; min.
Atberstone 1765-1794 1 #. Mary ———; Issue, Mary (& r1969), Elizabeth (5. 1571),
Elizabeth Sophia (8. 1776); Anna Maria, John (& 1780), Sophia (5. 1784).

¢f. Atherstone, Long Street Chapel Register; M.R. 1822 p. 164,
1
Opaprag BesNET, min. Heckmondwike, Upper Chapsl, 1786-April, 1892, Londen, Bucking-

ham Chapel, -18¢0, Birmingham, Paradise Chapel [1800-1801], Atherstone 180r-
1804, Coventry, Vicar Lane, 1804-1810,

of. Wilson, iv. §7; Sibree pp. 70, 242; Miall, p. 275
Tromas Davis, see Evesham.
CHARLES CasE NUTTER, see Banbury.

TrOMAS BOWRING, see Tamworth.
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Herxgy Wese ELwis, & 22 March, 832, at Arlinglon, near Guildford; ed. U.H.M.B.
1860-1863; min. Diss, 1863-1864, Hinckley 1865-1873, Atherstone 18651874, Great
Hucklow and Bradwell 1877-1886, Guildford, withowt charge ; nr. {16 April, 1863) Annie,

only daughter of Henry Troake, of Topsham. s.p.
¢/ [nformation from Mr, Ellis, September, 18¢8.
Jory DaLgk, see Alcester.
Riciarp ELLiott Bikks, see Tamworth.
WiLLtaxt RoBinson, see Tamworth.

Jourx Howarp, see Tamworth,

Torocraray.
M.S5.C., p. 167.
Sibree, p.p. 238, g03.
Vestiges, p. 6.
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BANBURY.
CHRIST-CHURCH, HORSEFAIR.

Present building opened, 16 August, 1850; former one, known as the
Great Meeting-house—
purchased and prepared for public worship 1716.%

MINISTERS.

Stephen Davies 1709-1739
George Hampton, M.A. 1739-17g6

Herbert Jenkins, asfatant ... 1792- 1796
Peter Usher 1796-1814
Cubitt Boardman Hubbard ... 1815-1843
Henry Hunt Piper ... 1843-1833
James McDowell ... 1854-1863
Charles Case Nutter 1864-1884
David Heap 1884-1887
William Birks 1887-1888
Henry Hili 18g2-

The last service in the Old or Great Meeting-house was held on the
evening of Sunday, 16 June, 1850, on which occasion a sermon, taking
farewell of the building, was preached by its then minister, Mr. Piper;
whe gave a short historical notice of some interesting events, connected
with the origin and progress of nonconformity in Banbury. To this ser-
mon, as preserved in the Cheisfian Reformer, and to various data recently
contributed by Mr. Piper’s son-in-law, Mr. Edward Cobb (4. 4 April, 1899,
@t. 92, cremated, and ashes interred in the chancel of this church), of
Lewes, the author is indebted for much here set down.

The Act of Uniformity compelled Samuel Wells, M.A., vicar of Ban-
bury, to resign his living. Calamy tells us that Wells—

settled. in 1647, at Remnan, in Berks, wherc his income was about #:zo0
per an., but he had not above 20 families in the parish.  In 1649, he accepted
a call to Banbury, tho' the profits were much less, that he might have an
cpportunity of doing good to a larger number of souls. He was offered the
presentation of Brinkworth, a rich parsonage, bul refused it, and continued
in Banbury till August, 1662, when he remitted £100, of what was due to

*C.R., 1850, p. 576.
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him, and cheerfully declared, that he had not one uneasy thought about the
support of his family, though he had then 1o children. The Five Miles'
Act removed him to Deddington, from whence he used Lo write ietters every
week to his friends al Banbury, some of which were afterwards published.
He is known to have begun dissenting worship ai Milton, When the times
permitied he returned to Banbury and bought 2 pleasant house, in which
he lived until his death. He and Mr. (afterwards Dr.) White, who was his
successor as the parish minister, had a very friendly correspondence. He
often heard Mr. White preach, and Mr. White sometimes privalely heard
him ; and often used to say to him, “I pray God bless your labours in
private, and mine in pubtc.”

After the life and labours of such 2 man as Wells, and the Puritan
leanings of Baobury and its neighbourhood, it is not to be wondered at,
that before many years had elapsed, a nonconforming society is heard of,
as existing in Banbury. In 170g Siephen Davies was ordained its minister,
and in 1716 the site of the present building was bought and prepared for
public worship. Whether a building was then standing on it, which was
converted to th: uses of a meeting-house, or whether a new place was
erected, does nit seem known for a certainty, What is recorded of the
former house of worship is that Joseph Cornish, minister of George’s meet-
ing, Colyton, 1772-1823, tells us in his autobiography® how he preached
on two Lord's days, in 1792, in Mr, Hampton's spacions place of worship ;
in which, for many years during the rebuilding of the Banbury parish
church, the ministers and congregation of the Established Church were
accommodated ; marriages, and every service being carried on there, author-
ized by an Act of Parliament.t

The hours of worship were so ordered that the different congregations
had both morning and afternoon services, and occasionally an evening
lecture. On one of the two Sundays alluded to by Cornish, he preached
three times in the Old Meeting-house, and besides the usual services, the

*M.R. 1823 p. 620,

Me. Cobb, writing to me, so recently as August, 18g7, says:—/t &5 a curions fact
that my father and mother were, 0 1793, marvial in our OQld Mecling-howse, Banbiry, wider
the provisions of the Act alluded to; and that my wife and [ were marvied fn the same place,
40 years afferwards (r8gg} by Mr. Noah Fowcs, then minisler at Derby, wnder the Dissenters’
Marriage Act ; and ours beiug the first marriage celebrated there, under that Aoty we wwere
presenizd with a Bible, vecording the fact, by miy wifes father, the Rev. Henry Hunt Piger, then
mintster.  G.E.E,
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sacrament was administered to the members of the Establishment. By
1850 this building—
had become so dilapidated as to render its removal requisite. A piece of
ground at the back of the old building was the property of the congrega-
tion, and vpon that spot the new chapel i3 erected, so that the use of the
old building was retained until the new one was nearly ready for occupation. ®
The new place, known as Christ-Chucch, was opened, under that desig-
nation, on Friday, :6 August, 1850. Thanks to the ground at the disposal
of the society it stands some 8o yards back from the street—the Horse-
fair—and is approached by a carriage drive, through a well-wooded enclosure.
The architect was Mr. H. ). Underwood, of Oxford, whe succeeded in
designing a structure, in early English style, and of singularly graceful
proportions. It consists of nave and chancel, a south aisle, and vestry.
In the chancel, under the window of three lights, the centre one of which
contains a ruby-coloured cross, is a reredos of seven arches, with stone
mouldings and columns of a very graceful character. On the north wall
of the chancel is placed the tablet to the memory of the Rev. George
Hampton, M.A., removed from the Old Meeting-house. The summit of
the gable over the main entrance is surmounted with a stone cross. An
engraving of the new building was given with the Chsistign Reformer, Sep-
tember, 1850. The sermon, at the opening service, was preached by Charles
Wicksteed, B.A., from Psalm exxii., 1.—*[ was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.” The dedication prayer was
offered by Mr. Piper, and the lessons read by Edward Taggart, F.5.A.,
minister, 1828-1858, at Little Portland Street, London.t

*Of the ministers who preached occasionally in the Old Meeting-bouse, Mr. Cobb
writes (18¢g8) that he belicves only s now swrvive, the Rev. Thomas Lethbridpe Alarshall,
fiping in retirenient in Sidwowrk, who, when miuister ol Warotch, usal 10 exchange pufpits with
Mr. Flger ; and your father, the Rev. Dovid Lewds FEvans, el. 86, now living in relirement
af Llanybyther, S.0V., whe, wiwie wrinister (18430-18¢2) of the Boxham awd Milton Chapels,
wied to exchange with the Rew. C. B, Hubbard, then winister of Banbury. G.E.E.

tAL the evening meeting Mr. Taggart, alluding to the building as ““ chaste, simple,
and perfect in all its parts and arrangements,” szid he remembered an anecdote of a
royal personage in conneclion with the chapel ai Brighton, which was near the Pavilion,
and was remarkable for a very beautiful Grecian portico. The monarch ene day asked
for what use the edifice was designed. He was told that it was 2 Unitadan Chapel.
And his reply was:—“ Ah! simple and elegant, like their religion.” It was not often
they were complimented by persons occcupying a royal and kingly station. Inq., 1850,
p. 538,
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Stephen Davies, who was minister for 30 yeérs, had one child, who
became Lhe wife of his successor. George Hampton was a Welshmao,
born at Wrexham., He settted at Banbury, after the completion of his
course at Glasgow, and for more than 56 years ministered to the religious
wants of this society. Herbert Jenkins, who settled at Stourbridge in 1706,
on leaving Banbury, was for four years assistant to Hampton.

Peter Usher, who was a Homerton sludent, settled here in 1796, and
was minister for 18 years; after his retirement he continued to live in the
town uniil he emigrated to U.S.A., where he died in 1844

Hubbard, who was born in Walton Hall, Norfoll, and baptized by
Thomas Stanton, D.1J., minister of Hapton Chapel, hard by, was also a
Homerton man, his principal assoclales amongst his fellow-students being
Charles Berry—afterwards minister of the Grear Meeting, Leicester, for 36
vears—and Thotras Morell.  Hubbard's biographer says*—

Banbury was a vesidence in many respects suited to his waste. There were
a few families of mtelligence and refinement who appreciated the simplicity
of his maaners and cheerfulness of his picty. Eminently Catholic in spirit,
he delighted to meel men of different communions. . ., He read Greek
and Hebrew with a neighbouring clergyman.

His connection with this society lasted nearly 30 years, and was closed
in the spring of 1843, when he accepted an lnvitation from the Rivingten
sociely, where he reinained untif his death in 1834.

The life's story of Henry Hunt Piper was told by his brother-in-law,
Sir John Bowring (1792-1872), and appeared in the /fuguwirer, 30 January,
1864. This memoir was subsequently reprinted, together with an extract
from his funeral sermon, preached at Hampstead by Dr. Sadler. [In it the
year of Mr. Fiper's birth is incorrectly stated, it should be 1781, and is so
corrected here, on the authority of his daughter, Mrs. Cobb, from docu-
ments ia her possession. Mr. Piper was more than once heard to say that
he was born ke pear after the Gordon viots of £750. The scene of his longest
and busiest labours was that as private chaplain to the Shore family at
Norton Hall, for thirty-seven years. This family was amongst the most
advanced Liberals and Nonconformists of the north, Attached (o the seat
and park of Norton Ball, near Sheffield, where they dwelt, was the small

*C.R., 1854, p. 332, Franklin] B [aker], Bolton, June gth.
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chapel which was dedicated to the service of the one God and Father.*

Its pastor, says Sir John Bowring—
stood in the character of domestic chaplain Lo the squire, and of especial
friend in the squire’s household. In the dissenting body there waus only one
other family (that of Mr, Milnes, in which Mr, Malleson held a similar office),
whose social position allowed them the distinction of possessing a pasior
specially atlached to themselves. To occupy this post Mr. Piper was
calied. . . Through many vicissitudes an inlimate intercourse with the
Shores was preserved to the last, with abundant evidence of mutual esteem
and affection. . . [n the pretty village of Nerton there was borm and
there was buried Francis Chantrey, As a boy he led a donkey and sold
milk in ihe streets: as a youth he was apprenticed to a glazier, and his
love of arl was displayed by moulding in putiy the faces of some of the
distinguished people in the neighbourhood. In the days of his penury he
took to the profession of painting, and under the palronage and with 1lhe
introduction of Mr. Piper, he raised a few pounds by producing in oll colours
some elght or ien poriraits, among which there is one of Mr. Piper himself,
to whom, through life, he feit strongly and gratefully attached. . . James
Montgomery. . . & sweet and popular poet, whose contributlions lo devo-
tional psalmody held, and will long continue to Lold, & distinguished place
in the service of the Sanctwary, . . was the [riend and frequent guest of
the Pipers, and on the birth of their first child wrote those pretty and well-
known lines beginning i—
Two Tosas on a single stem
In sweet communion grew.

The © Wanderer of Switzeriand™ was the first publication of Moutlgomery
which awalkened goneral allention to his poelical merits. . . Mr Piper
roviewed the poem in the first volume (1306, p. 377) of the Monthly Reposi-
tory, . . Mr. Piper’s school at Norton had a high and widely spread

*The baplismal register, 1777-1836, is a litle volume of much interest. [t contains
cntries by Thomas Halliday from 7 November, 1777, 0 23 January, 1794; John Williams,
26 October, 1794, to 24 January, 1804 ; William Whitelegge {minister at Fulwood, near
Sheffield, 1803-1811), 2 September, 1803, to 31 March, t803; and Henry Hunt Piper,
15 December, 1805, 1o 17 November, 1836, when the book was senl to the custody of
the Registrar-General, and is now in Somerset House, where I saw it in December,
18g7. At the end of it is a Regilster of Inmocnlation. for the Cow Pox, A0 1803, by F.
[Williiams. He records 183 ‘‘punctures,” beiween 19 May, 1804, and 29 June, (Bog.
Ministers at Norton were—J]ohn Wood, M.A., # 1 April, 16g0, ==t 65 ; Thomas Rose,
1600-1700 ; Nathan Denton; George Lowe, 4 April, 1717; Samuet Wood (4. January,
17237} ; Nicholas Warren, 1724-[1726) ; john Holland, 1731-1743 Danicl Lowe, 1744-1776 ¢
Thomas Halliday, 1776-January, 1704 ; John Williams, 1794-1804 ; Robert Aspland, 7 April-
May, 1805 ; Henry Hunt Piper, 1803-1843. G.E.E.
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reputation, which was due to the classical acquirements of the master. Pupils
were senl to it from distant parts. Among them were relatives of Dugald
Stewart from Edinburgh, two sons of Frolessor Milne from Glasgow, and
many others who have obtained distinction in afier life. . . In 1843 Mr.
Piper accepted an invilation to the Uniiarian congregation at Banbury,
whose beauliful chapel was built during the eleven years in which he minis-
tered among them. The erection is mainly due to his exerlions, associated
with those of his sen-in-law, Mr. Edward Cobb. The last ten years of his
aclive life were spent in calm and peaceful retivement. Slowly and serenely
the end approached ; he slumbered, his eyes closed, and he slumbered on
into death, at Hampstead, on 13 Januery, 1864,

And here the story of this society is ended. The near neighbourhood
has for the author a deep personal interest, being the scene of his father’s
first settled ministry, now more than half a century since. Few occasions
stand out more prominently in his memory than the remembrance of his
walle from Banbury Cross to Bloxham and Milton, and thence on to
Oxford ; exploring the places where worship was cayried on in those hamlets
by the congregations of which his father and Mrs, Edward Cobb are now
the last survivors.

It would be interesting to know where the Christ-Church communion
plate is, or whether it still exists—hidden away and forgotten in some chest
or safe 7 In 1891 the secretary of the congregation, in answer to an
enquiry from the author for particulars of it, replied, [ execedingly regref fo
say thal we have no communion plate service.  1We had a set many yeavs ago but
it has nof been heard of for a great lenglh of e
STEPHEN Davigs, ord. r709; min. Banbury, 1706-1739; Issue, one daughter {w. George

Hampton).

¢f. C.R., 1850, p. 56
GEORGE HaMpron, & [1716), in Wrexham; ed. Glasgow, 1734-1738; M.A. Glen ; min.

Banbury, 173g-1796 1 #t. only daughter of his predecessor, Stephen Davies; [ssue,

George (4. and &. December, 1742}

4. 2z September, 1796, =t. 8o; bur. Banbury,

¢f. Tablet in Chancel; P.D.M., 1796, p. 438; 1598, p. 353; M.R., 1820, p. 631;
C.R., 1850, p. 576.

PeTEr UsHER, ed. Homerton ; min. Banbury, 1796-5814; Banbury, withent charge; emi-
grated U.5.A, ; & 1846, in lllinois,
¢f. Information through Rev. Henry Hill, of Banbury.

CusiTT BoarRDMAN HUBBARD, & 21 April, 1479, at Walton Hall, Norfolk ; ed. Homerton,
1796~ i ord. 21 June, 18135, at Banbury; min. Stamford, 1801-18t5, Banbury,
1815-1843 ; Rivington, 1843-1854.
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a. 11 April, 1854, bur. Rivington Chapel Vard.
of. Recond, p. 160

Hewnry Hunt PIPER, & 20 August, 1981, in London; ed. Hoxton and Homerton ; nun,
Rochford, Norlon, 1805~1843; Banbury, 1843-1853; = (1803) Alicia (¢ 16 August,
1872}, eldest daughier of Samuel Lewin, of Hackney ; Issue, Alicia Lewin {d. 1874),
Frederick {r. 1860), Henry Huni (£ s341), Emily Harriet (<. 18g0), Mary Anne (4.
1831}, Frances Elizabeth («. 18354); Lewin (4.}, Eliza Maria (/. 1891), Qctavia, a.
Edward Cabb.

a. 13 January, 1864, bur. Highgate Cemetery,
¢/. Notes by Mr, and Mrs. Cobb, 1918 Ing., 30 January, 1864.

James BMcDowrLL, & [1837]; ed. Belfast; min, Banbury, 1854-1863; Banbury, withons
chargs ; a. 3 October, 1876, at. 39; bur. Banbury Cemetery.
¢f. Tombstone at Banbury.

CHaRLES CaSE NUTTER, £ [1804]; ed. Wymondley Coll.; min. Stretton-under-Tosse,
182g-1831 ; Stockion-on-Tees, 183:-1832; Hinckley, 1833-1842; Atherstone, 1836-1833 ;
Framlingham, 184z2-:847 : Lincoln, 18471850 ; Warcham, 1862-1864; Banbury, 1864-
18845 m. (1) Hannah (4. 1837), Issue, Frederick Charles (4. 1832); (2} (20 December,
1846) Maria Clair (7 1852), daughter of M, J. Rodwell ; [ssue, William Clair {#. 1857},
and oihers.

4. 15 August, 1891, =t. 8y, at Finchiey.
of Sibree, po o232 1 Festiges, var. pp.; private information.

Davip Heap, min. Birmingham, Home Misstonary, 1880-1884 ; Banbury, 1884-1887.

WiLLtam Birxs, 4 29 Apeil, 1843, at Stoney Middleton, Derbyshire; ed. U.H.M.B.,
February, 1864-Febroary, 1867; F.R.A.S.; min. Hastings, 1887-186g ; Gloucester,
1870-1874 ; Kendal, 1874-1877 ; Wolverhampton, 1878-1882 ; Portsmouth, High Street,
1882-1887; Banbury, 1887-188g; Sunderland, 188g-18g1 ; Aberdeen, 1891-1833; Ports-
mouth, withont charge ; m. (18 July, 1978) Jane Eliowt, daughter of [ohn Sievens, of
Topsham ; Issue, Mary Elliott, Ernest, Ethel, Hilda, Frank, lohn, William,
ef, Record, po 75,

Henry Hiuy, & 22 March, 1833, at Rochdale; ed. U.H.M.B., January, 186:i-Janvary,
1864 3 min. Stannington, 1864-1872 ; Middlesborough-oa-Tees, 1872-1877; Rawtenstall,
187%-1888 ; Stroud, 18891893 ; Banbury, 18ge- ; #t. {31 December, 1856} Ann,
daughter of George Clegg, of Rochdale ; Issue, John, Gertrude («)
of. Record, p. 156,

ToroGRAPHY,

M.R., 1823, p. 620.

History of Banbury, Alf, Beesley, 1841.
C.R., 1850, p. 576

Ing., 1850, p. 538.

Vestiges, p. 9.
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BEWDLEY.—Hign STreET.

Present chapel built during ministry of John Jones.

Original one built 16g6-1700,

MINISTERS.

Henry Casland, M. A, -15703
Edward Qasland ... [704-1752
Job Barret ... 17257-173¢
Joho Revnolds 17452-1740
John Adams 1750-177%
John Jones 1768-1823
[Evan Jones 1824-1858
Edward Parry 1858-1867

Supplics . . 1870-1854

Let to Baptints ... 1856-

On 10 February, 17c0, a deed was executed between Joseph Tyadall,
of Bewdley, mercer, and John Allen, of Bewdley, apothecury, on the one
parl ; and Jabez Reynoulds, shoemaker ; John Dovey, glovar; Joseph Carter,
Edward Perkins, Arthur Perkins, Arthur Radnor, all shoemakers, of Bewd-
ley ; Thomas ftaulkner, of Bewdley, combmaker; and James Thomson, of
Rilsbienhall, ropier, on the other part. DBy this deed Tyndall and Allen
convey to the others owe prece or parcel of ground, containing 24 yards (8 lengli
and 14 yards in breadth, fn Upper Strest, Bevdley, which ground Tyndall had
bought from one Jjokn Hllis, of Bewdiey, séiuncr aud malister, and on which
Tyndall bad by end with woncys raised by a pubdlick colfcction of and from several
perscits, ercied or fudlt [probably in 1690| an heise wlich & now wused for a
mecting-fivise for religtons worsiip.

The witnesses to the signatures were—Henry Toye, LEdward Osland
(3iz). Obadiah Clare, and Edward Toye.

In James Scout's MSS.—to which reference will be frequently made in
this book—he says that the cerfificate appointing Henry Oasland minster of
Buaudley during the Cowemonivealti is stifl extant, Amongst this chapel's deeds
and other papers, which the author saw in the office of Mr, W. H. Talbot,
solicitor, at Kidderminster, on 29 January, 18g5, was this original parch-
ment festfmenial of Heory Oasland's ordination in the Chureh of Barthelomen

Jotirn fores,

Gears oy
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Exchange, in London, on § Augnst, 165+, in which, as Calamy says—

the words relating o the taking the covenant were rased out, as he had
not taken it, nor was it then isisted on as farmerly.

This time-stained parchment runs thus :—

FORASNUCH a5 Me. Henry Osland, Batchelor of Avts, hath addvessed
himself o Mee Classical Presbylerie, witiin the Province of London
(aceording to the Ordingnee of beth Houses of FParliament, of August
2:5’,. 1040, for the Ordination of Ministers by the Classical FPresbyless),
destring fo bee Owdained a Preaching Presbyler, for that hee is called
fo the work of the Ministerie in the fown of Bewdley, in the County
of Worcester,  And hatl cxiibited silo lhe Preshvievie sufficiond Testi-
monial (now remaining tn thely custodic) of his competent Age, of his
unblameable life and Conversalion, of lus diligence and proficiencie in
Ais studies, of his taking the solemn covenant of the three king-
doms [these words are struck out with the pen), and of ifs jfair
aud divect calling wnio the forc-mentioned place

WEE, the Ministers of the said Preshylerie, have {hy appotituient theveof)
Lxauned him according to the fenor of the said Owrdinance ; and finde-
fng kun lo bee duly gqualified and gifted for that holie Office and
implofment (no just exewplion becing wiade against %y Owrdination or
Admission ), wee have appraped hiwe . And accordingly fn the Clurch
of Bartholomew Exchunge, i Lowdvn, wpon the dave aud yegr Fere-
affer expressed, teee hane procceded Solemnly fo sel him apari fo the
Office of a preacking Preshyter and work of the Ministvie with Fasting,
Prater, and FTmposition of Hands.  And do lereby sa fav as conceriteth
ws actually Admit fim wife the safd chavge fheve to perform all the
affices and duties of a Jaithful Minister of fesus Christ. fn Witness
wwheregf we have hevennioweubscribed our names s fifth daie of Awgust,
Auns, Dom. 1651. "

3. A. CLARKE. SmizoN AsSHE.
F. A, Cranrorp.
Wi, TavLoR. IF. G. FuLLER.

Henry Qasland, M.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge, was horn in the
parish of Rock, and educated at first under the curate of the parish, and
at the Free School, at Bewdley. After spending four years in the University,
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Calamy tells us Qasland—

. ' g FLETL Y e i PR L 0
went Lo see his friends, intending 1o return and jurswe his stugdios,  But the

famous Me, Tombs® after his dispute with Mr, Haxies, in Bewdley Chapel,
ledd whth Me. Qaslasil to succeed

leaving the Lown, the magisirates prevailed
him in 16gn . . He was the legal ter of Bewdley, {vomi whence he
was un\\-‘]iii:u‘.‘ to remeove, though be had considerabla offers, because there
Chr
£3, 1662, baving both here and in the towns adjucent

s in the town. He continced his publie

were so many excells
labours here 1l Ang

. = P g . et
sucprising success . . Whan he was ejected he and his family (in which

were five children} were supported only by a jointure bis wile had frer her
former husband, biit he was comlented and easy. . . After the Tuoleration
e preached twice every Lorids day, and several lectures some wiles from

home, which he continued il Lord's day, October 3, 1703, whes he was
s

s il that he could not preach, and on the 1gth he died, aged about Bo
Tae public minister preached o funeral sermon at his interment on Rev.
Riv., 3.

James Scott supplements this last sentence by writing that O‘asfmzd's
memtory wuas so respected thal twelve Sfuneral sormons wire preached for fm. He
was buried in the chancel of Kingswinford's Church, and left two sons
amongst the Nonconformists—Edward, the elder, was pastor at Bewdley,
where he had for some time essisted his father, and Henry, the younger, who
died in Cambridgeshire, Under the Indulgence of Charles 1i., in 1672,
we findi—

The howse of Hon. Osland, at Bewdley, Worc., Licence lo Henry Osland, to
be a Pr. Teacher in his howse at Bewdley, Worc., 25 July.

Since QOastand was one of Baxter’s lieutenants it is practically certain
that this society at Bewdley was not established till after Tulerntion (1689},
for Baxter took good care that there should be no nonconlorming congre-
gation at the neighbouring town of Kidderminster in 1662 or in 1672

Edward Oasland was educated by John Woodhouse, one of the minis-
ters silenced in Nottinghamshire, who afterwards kept his academy at

*Joha Tombes was born at Bewdley in 1802, entered Magddalen Hall, Oxford, 1617,
graduated M.A., took orders, and becams Lecturer of St. Martin's, Carfax. In 1630 he
Ihcc-nm:- a preacher in Worcester, nad themee rems ~l to Leominster. In 1633 he .\\-;.‘.a
appointesl one of the Triers for the County. He was a tower of strength to the Ba}-ﬂn-\!'l-\,
and had many coniroversies. He aflerwards married and lived a retired life. Wood's
Atlenas i, 556

48.P. Domeslic [nterregnum, 38%a.
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Sheriff-hales, in Shropshire, where, says Job Orton—
he was an eminent tutor, and gducated many excolles) divines and several
gentlemen of the wmosl considerable families i these paris, as Foley, Hartiey,
Hunt, &e¢.

Walter Wilson states that Edward Oasland had a MS. memorandum
book containing an account of the building of the originul place of worship
by Tyndall. This book is not amongst the trustees' papers, vor could I
find it in the present chapel when viziting it on 19 September, 1892,

The following undated document containing Reynolds' name is pre-
served amongst the chapel papers, and a similar one is also affixed 1o the
inner front cover of the Baptismal Register :—

Be i kuown fo all whom it may concern that the late Mr. Reynolds
ft by will, twenty shillings fo be cqually divided between the Recter
of Ridbesford, and the Profestent Dissenling Minister, of Dewdley,
yearly for ever, that is lo say fen shullings cacl yearly, to be laid oul
fn purchasing Bibles for the poor.  The same tfweaty shitlings to te
paid yearly by the propricior of the Jwwse bngwn as the Swan fun,
fn Bewdlcy, in Easter tweek of cach yiar,
Sokn fores,
Protestantd Dissenting Minister of Dewdley.

John Adams was ordained on 18 July, 1751, Dr. Doddridge taking part
in the service. He is said to have had three assistants here, viz. —PDenny,
Morris, and Vicary.

John Jones was a Daventry student, being admitted in 1763, and from
1764 to 1765 was there on the foundation ol the Presbyterian Board. He
has recorded in the Baptismal Register that he came fo Bewodicy, Friday, June
79, £768, whilst this note at the end of the register gives us the date of
the ending of his long ministry here :—/Jokn Jones, Nevimber g, 1823, resigned.
He died on 25 May, 1824, =t 80. The present substantial meecting-house
was built during his ministry, but of the exact year of its opening the author,
as yet, has no definite information.

His successor, Evan Jones—not to be confounded with Evan Owen
Joues, of Coseley, 1804-6; Belper, 8o7-t0, and Dufheld, 1807-1867—was
a student of the Presbyterian College, Caermarthen, 1814-1818, being 18
years of age when admitted, and ministered at the Great Meetiog, Hinckley,
from 1820 till 1824, when he removed to Kidderminster, as master of the
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Pearsall Grammar School and minister of Bewdiey Chapel. An elderly
lady, who, when a gir!, received Latin lessons from him, recently described
him to the author as—

a man of the kindest nature and ever willing 1o help others.

He was mainly instrumental in the bringing up of William Mouniford,
M.A.—to whom he bequeathed his library—who was born at Kidderminster,
was a student of Manchester College, York, 1833-38, and after various minis-
terial settlements in England (see Kingswood) and in the United States,
died in America in 1885, Jones remained here until 1858, when, through
kindness to another, he became involved in some financial difficulty, resigned
his post, and emigrated to the United States, where he died.

After Mr. Parry’s ministry, and [or a number of years a succession of
devoted lay preachers did good service here. Mention must be made of
Will Brooke (4 4 July, 1888, @mt. 66), an active member of the New
Meeting, Kidderminster. For many years he conduct.d the Sunday service
here with acceptance, a work only relinquished through [lailing health.

During the ministry of W. Carey Walters at Kidderminster we find
the Guild of the Good Shepherd taking up the work under his active
direction, and the names and labours of Charles Stainer, George A. Payne
{now minisfer of Brook Street Chapel, Knutsford), Harry Haycock {now
minister of Victoria Street Chapel, Loughborough), and George Harry
Williams are still gratefully remembered at Bewdley.

On 2z November, 1886, the MonTuLy MEETING was held in this chapel,
when George Henry Smith, then minister at Wolverhampton, read a paper
detailing the steps of his passage from methodism to Swedenborgianism and
thence to unitarianism. Eighteen ministers were present on this occasion.

in 1894, owing io deaths and removals, the resident congregation had
well nigh disappeared, and, for a time, worship was discontinued. At the
last only some twelve persens atiended, and most of them were recipients
of charities belonging to the chapel. At present the building is let to the
Baptists at a nominal rent; the trustees can, however, resume possession
whenever lhey require it

For many years it had o large and influential congregation.”

The meeting-house, which stands back from the street, and is approached

¥History of Bewdley, John R, Burton, B.A., 1883, p. 45,
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through a long passage, is an excellent building, and bears evidence of
erection by a wealthy congregation. The interior is oval, with a gallery
facing the pulpit, and old-fashioned high-backed pews. On the wall is a
marble tablet with a short Latin inscription, which may be rendered:—

To perpetuate the remembrance of Samuel Kenrick this tablet was crected
by P.P. [Dr. Prattinton?] Literature was his delight; of manners geatle,
of the supremc Being, a devout worshipper; in integrity of fife, a bright
example. He died 6 Ociober, 1811, =t. 83,

Samuel Kenrick was the third son of John Kenrick, minjster of the
dissenting congregation of Wrexham ; he was born at Wynnehall, Denbigh-
shire, and educated at Glasgow, 1743-1750. After some years spent on the
continent as tutor to the two sons of James Milliken, of Milliken, in Ren-
frewshire, he settled at Bewdley, and conducted a banking establishment
there between 3o and 40 years, eagerly devoting his spare time to ancient
and modern literature. His name appears as one of the first members of
the Western Unitarian Society, instituted by his nephew, Timothy Kenrick,
minister at Exeter.

Communion plate is said to have been in the possession of this con-
gregation so recently as 1860, although all attempts on the author’s part
to discover who now holds it have failed.

The trustees are members of the New Meeting, Kidderminster, and the
books and papers from which many of the above details ace taken are in
the custody of Messrs. Talbot and Son, Solicitors, Kidderminster.

The Baptisma! Register is a very thin, small, square book, bound in

a rough cardboard cover, and contains entries from 1722 to 1823 ; the

author saw it in July, 18g8.

HENRy OasLaxp, & 1625; B. r May, parish of Rock, Worcestershire; ed. Bewdley
Grammar School; Trinity Coll.,, Cambridge (4 years), [16447- ] B.A. 1649, M.A,
16531 ord. London, 5 August, 1631 min. Bewdley, 16502}, 1662 lic. 25 July, 167z :
an. (1660) daughter of —Maxwell, banker, Bewdiey ; Issue, Edward, Henry, and others.
d. 19 October, 1703; bur. chancel, Kingswinford Church.
¢, Dic. Nar. Biog.

Epwarp O4sLAND, & at Bewdley ; ed. Sheriff-hales by John Woodhouse; min. Bewdley
1704-1750.

4. January, tyzgz.
of. Die. Nat, Bisg. under Henry Qasland.
JOHN Apawms, ord, 18 July, 175t ; min, Bewdley, 1750-1773
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Jounr Jowss, 4 [1744] at Sudbury, Suffolk; ed. Daventry Academy, 1763- by Caleb
Ashworth, D.D.; min. Bewc}ley, 1768-1823.
d. 25 May, 1824, =t. Bo.
o M.R, 182z, p. 195

Evan JOngs, & [1796] in South Wales; ed. Caermarthen Pres. Coll, 181418518; min.
Hinckley, December, 1820-1824 (successor appointed 17 October), Bewdley, 1824-1858;
masler Pearsall's School, Kidderminster, 1824-1858; emigrated U.S.A., 1858
¢f. Private information,

EpwaRD PaRRY, see Kidderminster.

TorocrAPHY.

History of Bewdley, John R. Burton, B.A., 1883, p. 40
Ing., 1893, p. 270.

Seedsorwer, 1895, pp. 6., 22.

Vestiges, p. 15.
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BIRMINGHAM.
OLD MEETING CHURCH.

Present church in Bristel Road, opened 7 October, 1883,
First Meeting-house built 1680,

Second Meeting-house opened 4 October, 1793,

MINISTERS,

William Turton, M.A. 1686-17 16
Daniel Greenwood ... 1700-1730
Edward Brodhurst ... 1704-1T730
Daniel Mattock 1732-1746
Joseph Wilkinson ... 17361756
William Howell 1745-1770
Samuet Clark 1756-1779
Radeliffe Scholefield ... 1772-1799
Nathaniel Nickels ... 1779-1784
John Coates 1785-1801
Robert Kell 1801-1821
John Corrie, F.R.S. ... 1817-1819
Stephen Weaver Browne, B. A. 181g-1821
Hugh MHutton, M.A. ... 1822-1851
Charles Clarke . 1851-1882
Joseph Wood 1884-

[Note. Rather than alter or enlarge this account, I have preferred to
tet it appear exactly as it was revised by my friend, the late Mrs. Catherine
Hutton Beale, the historian of the congregation. The ministers’ biog-
raphies at the end have not previously been printed. G.E.E.]

The leading events of this memorable society are summed up as
follows ;—
The society founded 1087
Meeting-house erected and registered in th
names of William Fincher (see Appendix),
Thomas Baldwin and William Turton’... 1689
Partially destroyed by rioters, 17 July s 1715
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Totally destroyed by rioters 14 July 1791
Rebuilt at a cost of £4,500, and opened

4 October ... 1703
Schools erected ... 1820
Organ built - 1854
Vestry and lecture room erected ... 1855

Meeting-house, graveyard, and all propert

bought for £30,000 by the London and

North Western Railway Company 1881
Qld Meeting Church, Bristol Road, erected

for £26,000, and opened. with sermon by

Rev. Charles Beard, B.A., on 7 October 883

The first Meeting-house, of which a print is given by Mrs. Hutton
Beale in her Memorials of the Old Mecting-louse, was a very plain building
with [our gables. It was soon found insufficient for the number of wor-
shippers, and another place of worship, called the Lower Meeting-house
{now Church of the Messiah) was built in Deritend.

The Old Meeting-house, in common with those at Bradley, Cradley,
Dudley, Cldbury, and West Bromwich, was partially wrecked by rioters in
1715, who were opposed to the Hanoverian Succession so unanimously
favoured by the Nonconformists of that period.

In 1747 a secession of some of the members—
being Calvinists,
took place. They formed the society now worshipping in Carr’'s Lane
Chapel.
The story of the Church and King riots of 1791 is well known, and
may be read in William Hutton's Narratives in the Histery of his Life. He

says—
the delightlul harmony of this populous place seems to have been disturbed
by five cccurrences.

These ware i~
fa) The attempt to place Dr. Priestley’s polemical works on the shelves

of the Birmingham Library, a move to which the clergy of the
Established Church were averse.

{4) An attempt to procure a repeal of the Test Act in which the dissenters
took an active, but modest, part,
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{¢) Controversy between Dr. Priestley and the clergy.

{2} The inflammatory handbill fabricated in London, and brought to
Birmingham, which was unjustly taid at the dissenters’ doors, and,
in consequence, doomed them io destruction,

f¢) The public dinner, at which Dr. Priestley was no/ present, held in
Birmingham, at Dudley’s Hotel, Temple Row, to commemorate the
anniversary of the French Revolution.

William Hutton says :—

These unhappy riots which began on Thursday, 14 July, 1791, have astonished
all Europe as a shameful attack wpon private property, which, in all eivilized
nations, is held sacred. They were a disgrace to humanity, and a lasting
stignia on the place, About eighiy-one persons of various denominations
having mel at the hotel to celebrate the anniversary of the French Revolu-
tion, the mob collected and broke the windows. They went afterwards 10
the New Meeting-house (Dr. Priesiley's), which they burnt, then to the Qld
Meeling House, which also they left in ashes. From thence they marched
to the doctor's house, aboul a mile (rom the town, Here his vaivable furni-
ture, with a morc valuable library, and what is most 10 be regrelied, his
philosophicat apparatus and manuscripts, togeiber with the extensive building
ended ia flames.

Just one month afler the destruction of their building the trustees of
the Old Mezting-house met at Freelth’s Coffee House, on 19 August, 1701—

to coosider what steps it may be proper to adopt in Lhie present situation ot
our affairs,

It was decided to lose no time in building a larger meeting-house on
the same site as the old one, and this was opened, on 4 October, 1795,
Radcliffe Scholefield preaching in the morning and John Coates in the
afternoon.

In 1875 application was made by the London and North Western Rail-
way Company for the purchase from the trustees of the graveyard and
schools, and in the following year the congregation petitioned Parliament
against the proposed purchase. In October, 1880, the trustees were again
approached by the same company, which desired to purchase the entire
property for the purpose of enlarging New Street Station. The trustees,
feeling that any more opposition to the railway company would be useless,
and leave them with heavy expenses to pay, decided to part with their
property, and in 1881 it was sold for £ 30,000.
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The site chosen for the third building of the society—known now as
the Old Meeting Church—is in Bristol Road, and here the fine and noble
building, designed by Mr. ]. A. Cossins, was erected. It is an excellent
specimen of Gothic architecture of the r3th century, or Transition peried,
built throughout of Hampstead stone, relieved with Hollington stone dres-
sings. The nave is soft. long, 3aft. wide, and 3oft. high, having north
and scuth aisles, and north apd-south transepts, The raised chancel is
ftted with stalls for the numerous surpliced choir, with an organ on the
north side, buili by Hill and Son, of Lendon, for £1,100. The sitting
accommodation in the church is for Goo persons. There is a great deal
of fine carving about the church, executed by Mr., Bridgman, of Lichfeld.

At the public banquet on the opening day, the Rev. Charles Beard,
B.A., in reply to the toast of the ¢/ Preacher of the day,” proposed by the
Mayor of Birmingham, said that this—

was the twenty-fifth or twenty-sixth church iu which he had preached at
the opening, and bhe could honestly say (hal the last was the most beautiful
of ali.

The large east end window was filled with painted glass in 1893, being
the gift of Richard Peyton esquire. It was dedicated to the worship of
God, by the Rev. Joseph Wood, at the morning service on Sunday, 10
September. 1t represents in pictured story and symbol the fundamental
characteristics of the pure and simple religion of jJesus Christ. The central
subject depicts our Lord preaching the sermen on the Mount. Surround-
ing this are the Beatitudes swritten upon scrolls ; emblematical figures of
Hope, Love, Truth, avd Faith are introduced ; and in the side lights are
the subjects of the martyrdom of St. Stephen, and the interview of St. Peter
and Cornelius. The drawings are free from the stiff angularities often seen,
and the colouring is rich and refined. The whole work was done at the
studio of Messrs. Healon, Butler, and Baines.

On the vestry table is a massive inkstand, part of which consists of a
brass dove, with outstretched wings. This dove was the centre ornament
ol one of the brass candelabra in the first meeting-house, and was found
amongst the debris of the second after the burning in r79:1. Mr. Samuel
Whitfield, of Leamingten, to whom it belonged, had it bronzed when he
had the inkstand made, and presented it to the congregation. The church
also owns the two oak chairs (dated about 1791} which were formerly used
in the Old Meeting-house.
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The communion-plate consists of 10 pieces, viz, :—Choliies (4) sitver,
s34 tall, bell with plain band round it, foot, 2 handles. London date
letter, 1787-88. Flagons (2) silver, 1334in. tall, lid, handle, no beak, plain,
Londen date letter, 1787-88. Patens (4) silver. Inscription on rim * O/d
Mecting Church, r&85” In ceatre, L.LF1.S. London date letter, 1885-80;
given by Messrs. Prime and Son on the occasion of the rebuilding of the
church.

The Registers in custody of the Registrar-General in Somerset House,
Strand, are :—

1. Births, Baptisms 1774-1836.
Il . . 1811-1838.

WiLniant TurTon, M.A., min. Rowley Regis, Staffs., ej. 1662; Birmingham, 1686-1716 ;
Issue, Samuel, min. Kenilworth.
o 1716,
¢f. Noncon. Men. ii., gqoo.

DaNIEL GREENWOOQD, ed. Sheriff-hales, by John Woodhouse ; min. Birmingham, 1700-1730;
Oidbury, 1700-1730; principal supply at West Bromwich, (jri-1m18
¢ Toulmin's Historical View, 1814, p. 560.

EpwaRD BRODHURST, . 168g1, in Derbyshire; ed. Findern Academy, by Thomas Hill;
min. Birmingham, 1714-1730; Oldbury, 1714-1730; Issue, George, min. Alcester.
d. 21 July, 1730; bur. St. Philip's Churchyard. Rirmingham.
¢/ Wreford, pp. 32, 54; Beale, p. 44; epitaph by Dr. Watls on memorial stone
formerly in New Meeting.

DaNIEL MATTOCK, min. Daventry ; Birmingham, 1732-1746; Oldbury, 1732-1746.
o/ Wreford, p. 34; Beale, p. 44

JOSEPH WILKINSON, 4, at Warley, Yorks ; ed. Northampton Academy, by Dr. Doddridge,
1733 ; min. Birmingham, 1736-1756; Oldbury, 1739-1756; resigned minisiry for
commerce ; Issue, Phoebe (m. 1775, Thomas Astley, min. Chesterfield, 1773-1813).

#. September, 1780, at Chesterfield.
of. M.R., 18135, p. 686, ; Wreford, p. 34 Beale, p. 45.

WiLtiam HOwELL, b [1714]; ed. Caermarthen, Pres. Coll.; min. Wincanlon, Somerset-
shire, 1740+ ; Birmingham, 1746-1770 ; Oldbury, 1746-1770; school at Winson Green,
West Bromwich, withont charge, 1770-1776; lssue, William, min. Swansea, 1786-1814,
daughter (w. — Phipson), Sarah (. — Fletcher), Mary (#. Joseph Rogers), daughter
(m. Samuel Rogers).

. 5 February, 1756, =t 62 ; bur. Wesl Bromwich Churchyard.

of MLR., 182z, p. 743 Wreford, p. 35 Beale, p. g45.
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Samust CLARK, & 1727 [at St. Albaw's?]; ed. Northampton Academy, by Dr. Deddridge,

1745 » where be heeame assistant wutor ; min. Birmingbam, 1757-176g ;3 Clilbury,

1757-175%:
4. 6 December, 170y {bur. Old Meeting Yard?}

¢/t MLR., 180G, p. 617, 1515, p. 687 Wreford, p, 39; Reale, p. 45.

RADCLIFFE SCHOLEFIELD, & 21 December, 1733, at Rochdale ; ed. Northampton Academy,
by Dr. Doddridge, 1750-1752, Daventry Academy, by Dr. Ashworth, 1752-1754 ; min.
Whitebaven: Birmingham, 1772-1799: bachelor.

. 21 June, 1803 ; bur. Old Meeting Yard.
¢/, Monthly Mag., 1803; Beale, p 47-

NaTnasiger NickoLs, ed. Daventry Academy, by Thomas Robins, 1775 : min. Birming-
ham, 1779-1984.
bur. at Kidderminster, 6 Decembor, 1784.
ofr MR,y 182z, p. 168 ; Wretord, p. 32 ; Beale, p. 48.

Jonn Coarrs, £ 30 September, 1762, in Bristol; ed. Warrington Academy [Presbylerian
Fund feundation), 1781- » Hoxten Academy ; min. Bimmingham, 1985-1801; South-
wark, S5t. Thomas's Sireet, 1803-1813: librarian, Dr. Williams's Library, 1821-1834 ;
o, daaghter of Thomas and Dorcas lLes, Bimmingham,

4. 2 April, 1836 ; bur. Bunhill Fields.
of. C.R., 1836, p. 514 ; Jeremy, p. 180 ; Beale, plue 8q.

RoBERT KELL, 4, ¢ June, 1761, in London ; ed. Daventry Academy, by Themas Balshum,
17831787 3 min. Warehmns, 1987-3590 1 Nottingham, High Pavement, 1909-1801 ; Bir-
mingham, 1801-1821 ; waibonr chirge, 182141842 5 . (1) Charlotte Spilsbury, (2) Mary
Blyihewood (4 1856), daughter of Thomas Delacourt, of Wareham ; Issue, Twelve :
Edmnnd (6. 1799, #. 1874 5 win., Newport, I of W., 1823-1853, Southampton, 1853-1874),
Resalind (4. 1836, m. Edwin Verdon Blyth), Carcling (m. Wm. P. England), Emma
(. Robert Keli}

L g December, 1842 ; bur. Old Meeting Yard,

o+ C.R., 1843, p. 205 ; Wrelord, p. 441 Beale, p. 49; plate, 184.

Jouxn Corgrre, & 8 Oclober, 1969, al Keuilworth: ed. Daventry Academy, by Thomas
Belsham, 17831787, Hackney New Coll,, 1587- , F.R.S., ]I.P., counly of Stafford;
min. Bronmsgrove, 1795- 3 Olemingham, 1817-18rg; withwy charye, 1Biga839; m.
Mary, duughter of Thomas Remdl 5 Issue, Johin Read, M.D., Samuel, Josiah.

d. 16 August, 1839 ; bur. Old Mesiing Yard.
o/ M.R., 1823 p. 285; C.R., 1839, p. 30 ; Wreford, p. 44 ; Beale, p. 49.

STEPHEN Wraver RrowNE, 4. 1768, al Norwich ; cd. Cambridge, Pembroke Hall; B.A.
Conded,, 1502 ; sl curxte, Harleston, Norfolk ; chaplain, French Protestant Church,
Norwichi ; Newport, |. of W., femparery ; Birmingham, 181g-1821 ; London, Monrkwell
Street, 1821-3823; York Street, 1824-1826.

4. 13 January, 1832, in Bank of Eegland.
</ C.R., 1822, pp. 43, 8¢ ; 1840, p. 327; Wreford, p. 46 Beale, p. 30,
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Huch HutTox, & 1793, at Belfast; ed. Beffast Royal Acadummical [nstitution, Glasgow,
18131818 ; M.AL, Glae,, 1815 assistant, Bollist Reyal Academlcal lnstittion ; min,
Warrington, 1820-1822 ; Birmingham, i522-184i : B. and F.U.A. Missionary; Bury St
Edmund's, 1862-1871; m. {1853) Elen, daughter of William Randell, of Guernsey ;
lssue, Thomas.

o. 13 September, 1871,
¢f. Recowd, po 183,

CHARLES CLARKE, b. 15 Cctober, 1320, at Miibourne Port; F.L.5.; min. Canterbury, 1843-
1846 ; Glasgow, 1847-1851 | Birmingham, 1852-1882 ; withont charge, 1882-1892 5 m. Mary
Dunn (o 1876) ; Issue, Flarence, Hubert {min. Godalming, t5g3- }, Alfred, Robert
Arnold, Percy, Mary Beatrico,

4. 15 November, 1892 : bur, Witton Cemetery.
of Ing., 189z, p. 772 ; private information,

Joseris Woon, & 3 May, 1843 ed. London, King's Coll,, -1860 3 min, King's Lynn,
Coujrregntional, 1866-1869: Leicester, Oxford Street Congregational, 186¢g-1834; Bir-
mingEhinn, I384A s omoand has s
of Dirmingham Weelly Merenry, @ April, 1598 personal knowledge.

TOoPOGRAPHY,
Skefch of the Hristory of Preshyterion Nonconformily in Birningham, Rev,
J. R. Wreford, 1832
Profestant Nonconformity in Birmingham, Rev. ]. Angell James, (840.

Memorials of the Old Meeting House and Burial (round, Catherine Hutton
Beale, 1882,

An Aecount of the Opentng Serviees of the New Chureh, on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 7th, 1885, with sermon preached by Charles Beard, B.A., Birmingham, 1885,

Letters of Catherine Hufton, edited by her cousin, Mrs. Catherine Hutton
Beale, Birmingham, 18g1.

Seedsorer, 1804, p- 73

Vestiges, p. 17.
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BIRMINGHAM.

CHURCH O©OF THE MESSIAH, FORMERLY THE NEW MEETING.

Present Church in Broad Street, opened 1 january, 1862.

First Meeting-house built in Deritend, 16g2.*

Second " opened in Moor Street, 19 April, 1732
Third " e ' ,, 22 July, 8oz
MINISTERS,

— Sillitce ... 1692-17047
Thomas Pickard 1705-1747
Samuel Bourn 1732-1754
Samuel Blyth 17471791
William Hawkes 1754-1780
Joseph Priestley. LL.D. 1780-1791
John Edwards 1791-1802
David Jones 15702-1795
John Kentish - 1803-1853
Joshua Toulmin, D, D 1804-1813
James Yates, M.A, ... 1817-1825
John Reynell Wreford, D.D. .., 1826-1831
Samue! Bache 1832-1868
Heory Enfield Dowson, B.A. . 1863-1867
Henry William Crosskey, LL. D 1869-18g73

Richard Thos, Nichalson, B.A., assistant 1889-18g2
James Crossley, colleague 1892-1894
Lawrence Pearsall Jacks, M.A. 1894~

Very little is known of the first two meeting-houses of this society,
wlhich was founded n 1692, owing to the Old Meeting building being of
insufficient size to accommodate the increasing number of nonconformists
who desired to worship init.  If any earlier records, other than the registers,
existed, they probably perished in the riots and burning of the meeting-
house in 17g1.  The minute books of the Vestry Committee and Trustees

*Deritend = Der-yat-end, re., End nigh the deer gate,
¢/, Memorials of Old Birmingham, Men and Names, 1864, Toulmin Smith.
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begin on 23 July, 1771, and are almost complete to the present time. An
engraving of the Lower Meeting-house, as it appeared when converted into

a workshop, is given by Mrs. Hutton Beale, oo p. 30 of her Memworials,
where we read that soon after the opening of the Old Meeting—

the nonconformists had so increased in numbers that one building was in-
sufficient o hold them, and another chapel was erected, called the Lower
Meeting-house, in Deritend, which must have been [requently cxposed lo
inundations fromn the river Rea. ‘The Lower Meeting-house was a similar
building 1o the Old, or Higher Meeting (as it was calied from its being on
higher grouud), having three gables. It sustained considerable injury in
the Sacheverell riots, From a letier, dated Birmingham, July zath, 1715,
we learn that it was the private properiy of a Mr. Russen. The early mecting-
houses were often the property of privale individuals. The proprielor, to
save the walls, promised the mob that the building should be used as a
dwelling-house, which promise was nol kept, for the place was repaired and
the society continued te worship in it till its removal into Moor Street [New
Meeting] in 1732. The Lower Meeting-house eventually became a workshop,
and has Deen laken down some years; the only indication of its former
existence was (he gateway which led 10 it, over which was placed * Meeting
House Yard.”

This gateway, remembered by the author, has since been taken down
for street improvements. In his preface, dated November, 1862, to the
reprint of Zhe Rivts at Birminghom, fuly, 1797, Mr. Arthur Bache Matthews
says that in 1727 the congregation—

purchased, for £40, a piece of land about 32 yards by 2o, situated on (he
norvthern side of a narrow lane, now called New Meeting Street; here they
crected ibe New Meeling House, which was opened April, 1732, with a sermen
by its mimisier, Samuel Bourn. In 1764 the trustees purchased, for fzzg,
the three houses and land, which were between the building and Moor Sireel,
the houses were removed, and an open space oblained in front of the Meating-
liouse, During the re-building of the Old and New Meeting-houses both
congregations worshipped together in a chapel in Livery Street, which they
desigoated the Union Meeting-house.

Here the four ministers of the two societies officiated alternately. This
chapel was opened on the r3th November, 1791, by Mr. Coates, who
preached from St John iv., 23, 24—

But the heur cowreth, and now is, wheu the true worshipper shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship

Him, God is a spirit: and they that worship Him musi worship Him in
spirit and in truth.



54

It was filled both parts of the day; not less than 1000 people attending
in the morning and about rzoo in the afternocon.*

Me. Matthews says—

The register of the New Meeting-house having been losi the society could
not recover damages from the Hundred; but, after much delay, obtained
£2,000 from the Government towards the erection of the new building, which
was opened July 2z, 1802, to accommodate 1,200 persons. {The preacher
was Thomas Belsham, then minister of New Gravel Pit, Hackney.] The strip
of land in New Meeting Street, adjoining the Meeating-house, was purchased
in 1808, for a term of oo years, for fi400; here the school buildings were
subsequently erected. Some of the members of the congregation desiring
the place of worship and the schools to be removed nearer Edgbaston,
several meetings were held in 1857 and 1858 te decide upon the subject, and
in this jatter year, on October 12, al a meeting of the seat-renting members,
held at twelve o'clock at noon, it was determined that the chapel and schools
should be removed to Broad Street. By a very small majority the resolu-
tion was carried :— That the Trustees be reguested to tale sigh measures for Jis-
posing of the present chagely schools, and properly in New Meeting Strect as map
appear fo them expedient ; and that the Commitics now appointed be anthorized to
give sucl consend, ow the part of the congregation, to all fepal mteasures fov effecting
such sale, ar for approprinling the purchase monies to accrue thergfrom, towards the
new chapel and schools, as may be decmed necessary by the Trnitees, or Oy the Conrt
of Chancery, if it shall be fovnd expedient to apply fo that Conrt.

The New Meeting-house was privately sold to the Roman Catholic congre-
gation [St. Michael's] in or about August, 1861, for 43,500, and the last
unitarian service was conducted there on Sunday, December 29, 186t. The
gite in Broad Street consists in the right of building over the canal at the
corner of St. Peter's Place, and there an elegant Gothic church and school-
rooms have been buill, which were duly opened on New Vear's Day, 1862,
IThe preacher was Thomas Madge] under the name, ' Church of the Messiah.’
To this building the memorial tablets of Priestley and others have been
removed,

A drawing by P. H. Witton, Jr., giving—
an accurate representation

of the ruins of the New Meeting-house is included in the Frews of the
Ruins of the principal houses destroyed during the wiots al Bivinngham, 1701,
and reproduced by Mr., Matthews; and a representation of the Meeting-
house prior to its pillage and burning appears on a local trade token now

¥Mrs, Beale's Memorials, p. 38
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in the possession of Charles Fenton esquire, of the India Office, one of
the National Conference sccretaries.

The foundation stope of the CHURCH OF THE MESssiaH was laid by Timothy
Kenrick esquire, on Saturday, 11 August, 1860, The following document
was deposited in the foundation stone, together with some coins, local
papers, and a plan of the church and schools (—

This Building, of which the Foundation stone is this day laid, is dedicated
Lo the worship of Almighty God by (he congregation of Christian worshippers
now assembling in the New DMeeting-house, Moor Sireet, Birmingham ; once
under the pastoral care of the illustrious Dr. Priestley throughout the entive
term of his residence in this town;land from the year 1803, for fifty years,
under that of the late emingntly learned and pious, the Reverend john
Kentish. The present Members of this Congregation address their worship
io God the Father alone; honouring, but not worshipping Fis Son, Jesus
Christ, by acknowledging that through Him they have access to the Father,
Desirous of maintaining inviclate the Christian liberty which they themselves
enjoy, and of transmitling it unimpaired lo their descendants, they leave
this House of Worship free and unfetiered. Avowing and exercising their
own distinct profession of beliel, they prescribe no profession whalever for.
others, but have faith in truth, and in the God of truth, (hat if His Ward
have {ree course it will be glorified.

The cost was about Z£12,000; the architect being Mr. J. J. Bateman,
of Birmingham.

Mr. Bache founded his last sermon in the New Meeting-house, Moor
Street, on Sunday evening, 29 December, 1861, on 5t. john x., 16—

And other sheep | have, which are not of this fold: them also [ must bring,
and they shall bear My voice ; and there shalt be one flock and one shepherd;

from which he insisted on the ground of Christian unity, as founded on
principies and spirit, and not on opinion; and in reference to the New
Meeting-house being about to pass into the hands of the Roman Catholics,
read Dr. Priestley’s dedication of the last ireatise on which he was en-
gaged, viz.:—

The Doctrines of Heathen Philosophy compared with those of Revelation,
to the Rev. Joseph Berington, Catholic priest, in England, and the Rev.
William White, of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States,
as most appropriately illustrative of his subject; it being well known also
that, when minister of the New Meeting-house, Dr. Priestley had, in 1790,
asked Mr. Berington, then Catholic priest at Oscot, to preach the New
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Meeting Charity Sermons. A very courteous letler was received in reply,
and prudential reasons stated for declining the invitation.

Bache was a preacher and public man of strong powers, correct attain-
ment, and cultivated taste; formal and urbane in manner.

Among Unitarians fwe quote from the article by A.G. in Die. Nat Bivg]
he represented that conservative school which ains to carry out the principles
of Locke's * Reasonableness of Clristianity ;" regarding Jesus Christ as the
miraculously atlested exponent of a pure morality, and a simple theeclogy,
and the rcevealer, by his resurrection, of an eternal life. On 23 May, 1865,
he proposed the embodiment in the constitution of the British and Fereign
Unitarian Association of 2 recognition of the special divine mission and
authority as a religious teacher of Jesus Christ, which was mel by carrying
the previous guestion.

Dr. Priestley preached the first annual Sunday School Sermon in 178,
and at the Centenary Celebration of the founding of the schools in 1888
a medal was struck to commemorate the eveot, -The obverse bears {wo
oval medallions facing one another, being profile portraits of Dr. Priestley
and Dr. Crosskey, with the dates of 1788 and 1888 on the reverse is this
inscription :—

This medal commemorates the celebration of the hundredth year of (he New
Meeting and Church of the Messiah Sunday Schools, Birminghar, Schools
opened March, 1785 ; first annual sermons preached by D¢, Prigstley in the
New Meeting-house, November, 1789 ; ceniénary sermons preached by Dr.
Crosskey in the Church of the Messiah, 7 Oclober, 1338

For recent accounts of Dr. Priestley the reader is referred to his biog-
raphy, by A.G., in the Dicfivnary af National Biograply, and to the admirable
chapter on * Priestley as a Pioneer in Theological Science,” in Heads of
English Uniterian History. by Alexander Gordon, M.A.¥

Sillitoe married a daughter of William Fincher, one of the gjected minis-
ters, whose name is recorded on the brass in the Old Meeting Church.
He died early in life, probably about 1704. Mrs. Sillitoe died in 1732

Thomas Pickard’s name appears in the heading of the first volume of
the Baptismal Register :—The Register of the late Rev. Themas Pitkard when
ke Began fo Baplise in Felwwary, 1735, and continied till Oclober, 1740, af
Birmingham, and sundry other places.

*The inscription, written by Dr. Parr, on the tablet lo Dr. Priestley's memory,
formerly in the New Meeting-house and now in the Church of the Messiah, is given in
the M.R., 18zq, p. 85.
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Samuel Bourn preached his first sermon as minister of the congrega-
tion on the occasion of rhe opening of the New Mecting-house on 19 Apri),
1732.

The late Mr. Brooke Smith (4 February, 876}, whose labours on
behalf of this congregation were abundant in faithfulness, was a grandson
of William Hawkes, the immediate predecessor in the ministry here of Dr,
Priestley. His son, Mr. Priestley Smith, was one of the speakers at the
dinzer held in Birmingham, on 14 July, 18g1, at which the author was
present, on the occasion of the centenary of the Priesilley riots.

Dr. Priestley's letter of resignation of the pulpit of the New Mesting-
heouse was dated from London en 8 October, 1791, but he did not preach
from il atter the riots in July.

Priestley’s son, Joseph, was amongst the workers in the earliest days
of the Sunday school here. He died in Exeter, and was buried in the
graveyard attached to George's Meeting, the spot being marked by a plain
upright headstone.*

John Edwards, who resigned at Midsummer, 1802, though an excellent
swimmer, lost his life whilst indulging in his favourite recreation of bathing
on the coast of Dorset.

David Jones was the son of a Welsh land proprietor, at Bwlch, near
Llandovery, in South Wales, frem which he was led to adopt the signature
of ‘A Welsh Freeholder’ in the defences of Unilarianism against Horsley,
then Bishop of St. David's, which he subsequently published. The Rev.
John Kenrick, M.A., F.5. A, sayst—

he was 2 man of considerable vigour of mind, bul of a restless and ambitious
temper.  Whether the sceptical spirit of the times had undermined his re-
ligious belief, or he prolcssed scepticism as an excuse for a conformity to
which he was prompted by ambition, 1 do not know ; but when he abandoned
the ministry and entered himself of Caius’ College, with a view to taking a
degree and being called 1o the bar, be Justificd subscription to the Thirty-
nine Articles by alleging that all religious opinions were, in his view, equally
ancertain,

#It bears this inscription, which [ copied in May, 1897 :—Sacred to the memory af
Joseph  Priestley, of Cradley, in the County of Worcester (eldest son of Dr. Jeseph
Priestley), who died in this city, September 2, 1833, aged 65 years. G.E.E.

+A Blographical Memoir of the late Rev. Charles Wellbeloved, 1860, p. 8.
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Coleridge, the poet, makes mention in one of his letters* of Dr.

Toulmin :(—
Monday, 14 May, 1768 [Stowey]. I suppose you must have heard that his
(Dr. Toulmin's) daughter, in & melancholy derangement, suffered hersell to
be swallowed up by the tide on the sea coast, between Sidmouth and Bere.
These events cut cruelly into the hearts of old men ; but the good Dr. Toul-
min bears it like the true practlical Christian—there is indeed a tear in his
eye, but fhat eye is lifted up o the Heavenly Father.

Mr. Kentish was incapacitated from preaching for some years before
his death. He thought of resigning in 1832, but was prevailed upon by
the congregaiion not to do so.

"Of him and his successors it is needless to say anything here, their lives
are known to most readers, and their praise is in all the churches.

Down to 1867 the ministers here were ‘co-pastors.” Mr. Nicholson was
called Assistant Minister, and Mr. Crossley was Dr. Crosskey’s colleague,

The communion-plate consists of eight pieces:—Chalices (4), silver,
65gin. tall, bell, stem, foot, two handles, London date letter, 1782-83.
Maker, H.B., in shield. Bought by minute of Vestry, 18 November, 1782,
Patens (4), silver-plated on copper, shelving rim 1}ktin. wide, flat centre
634in. diameter ; all stand on 3 round knobs Xin, tall. Makers [W & R.
fe.. Wilmot & Roberts. There are no flagons now, but it is said that
formerly there were (wo., In November, 1781, the Vestry of the New
Meeting proposed to purchase a ‘‘sett of plated cupps and flaggons.” Minute
of Vestry, 5 November, 1781. Alms dishes {4), 10}4in. diameter, soup plate
form. Makers, % & ie, Yates, Birch & Spooner.

The Registers, which T saw in December, 1897, are :—

I. Baptisms 1735-1751
Births ... 1719

II. Baptisms 174%-17%5

Deaths ... net dated

I[1. Baptisms o 1775-1794

IV. Baptisms 1794-1836

V. Births and Baptisms 1836-1840

*Unpublished letters from Samuel Taylor Coleridge to Rev, John Prior Estlin; com
municated by Henry Arthur Bright to Philobiblon Society.  Miscellanies, vol. xv., pp.

73 T
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These two entries are interesting :—
Sob Orton, son of Joseph and Elizabeth Smith, born Seplember r2th,

1744, and baplised Oclober Ist, rygg, by me,
Sam. Bourn.

Orton, son of foseph and Eligabeth Swmith, bova fune 23, 1749, baptized

Suly 11, 1749, by me,
Job Orton,

— SILLITOE, min. Birmingham, Lower Meeting, Deritend, 16g92-1704?, . daughter {/ t732)
of William Fincher, ¢j. from Wednesbury, 1662.

d. 17042 early in life.
¢f. Wrelord ; Beale, p. 31,

THoMAs PICKARD, £. aboutl 1682, at Alcester; ed. Stratford-on-Avon; ord. 19 September,
1705 ; min. Birmingham, Lower Meeting, iyo3-1732 ; New Meeting, Moor Street,
1732-1447 ; Coseley, 1732-1747.
¢~ Toulmin's Bourn, p. 270,

SaMuEL Bourw, 4. 1680, at Calne; ed. Manchester, by James Coningham, M.A., rjo07-
170n ; min. Crook, nr. Kendal, r71i-17z0 ; Tunley, tyzo-1727 3 Chorley, 17281732 ;
Birmingham, New Meeting, 1732-1754 ; Coseley, 1732-1754 : . {171z} Hannah (4.
1768}, daughter of — Harrison of Kendal ; Tssue, Joseph, Samuel, Abraham, Benjamin,
Daniel, Miles, John, and 1wo others 4. young.

4. 2z March, r754.
of. Dic. Nar Diog. ; Record, p. 35

SamueL BLYTH, & 11 Jenuary, 1718-g, at Norlon Lees, Derbyshire ; ed, Findern Academy,
by Dr. Latham, -2 April, 1741 ; min. Shrewsbury, femgorary, April-October, 1741
Frome, 1743-1747 ; Birmingham, New Meeting, 1747-1791; Coseley, 1747-1761 ; .
Sarah (7. 1780).

7. 28 December, 1796 ; bur. Birmingham, Old Meeling Yard, and removed, 188z,
to Witton Cemetery.
¢/, Tombstone in Witton, Toulmin's Bourn, p, 273; Wreford, p. 6g; Beale, p. 52.

WiILLIaM Hawxkes, 8. 1731, in Deritend, parish of Aston; ed. Findern Academy, by Dr.
Latham ; min. Birmingham, New Meeting, 17354-780; Coseley, 1754-1761; [ssue,
William (min. Manchester, Moseley Street, 1789-1820), daughter {m. Joseph Smilh),
Thomas Lakin {d. 1820).

d. 5 April, 1796; bur. Aston Churchyard.
¢/, MLR., 1809, p. 650 ; Wreford, p. 1.

Joserr Prigstrey, & 13 March, 1733, at Fieldhead, parish of Birstall, Yorks.: ed.
Daventry Academy, by Rev. Caleb Ashworth, D.D., 751-1755; LL.D., Edin., 4
December, 19643 ord. 18 May, 1762, at Warrington ; min, Needham Market, Seplem-
ber, 1755-1738; Nantwich, Hospital Street, May, 1758-September, 1761 ; Leeds, Mill



60

Hill, September, 1767-16 May, 1773; Birmingham, New Meeting, 31 December, 1780-
July, 1701 ; London, Hackney, 4 December, 1791-21 February, 1794 ; Tutor Warrington
Academy, September, 1761-September, 1767; Librarian to 2nd Earl of Shelbourne,
1773-July, 1791 ; emigrated U.S.A., 17943 » {23 June, 156z, al Wrexham) Mary (4.
17 September, 1796, ft. 52), only daughter of Isaac Wilkinson, Plas, Grono, nr.
Wrexham ; Issue, Sarah, (¢ 1803 m. Wm. Finch)}, Joseph (4 24 July, 1768, #. 2 Septem-
ber, 1833, #. {1} (1792} Elizabeth, elder daughter of Sam. Ryland, Birmingham ; (2)
(1825}, Mrs, Barlon, daughter of Joshua Toulnin, D.D.}; Willilam {7. ante 1835, #.
Bettie Foulke), Henry (4. 11 December, 1795, zt. 18).

&, 6 February, 1804, at Northumberland, Penn; bur. there g February, in Quzkers’
Ground.

ofs Die, Naid, Bisg. ; Record, p. 138.

Joun EpwWaRDS, 4. 1 January, 1768, at Ipswich; ed. Hoxton Academy, 1783-1785; Daventry

Academy, by Thomas Belsham, 1786- ; min. Warwick, Gateacre, 1787-1791;
Birmingham, New Meecting, 17g1-Midsummer, 180z ; Old Jewry and Edmonton; New-
port, 1. of W, ; Crediton, 1806-4 September, 1808 ; drowned near Wareham, 4 Septem-
ber, 1808,

o, M.R., 1822, p. 286; Record, p. 50

Davip JowEes, 4. 1965, only son of John Jones, of Bwlch-y-gwynt, nr. Llandovery; ed.

Homerton College, 1783- ; Hackney, New College, where he became tutor and
lecturer in experimental philosephy ; min. Birmingbam, New Meeting, z1 October,
17g9z-Midsummer, 1795; retired ministry ; enlered himself of Caius’ Coll., Cambridge,
B.A., Canvab, 1800, M. A, 1803 ; called to Lhe bar 26 June, 13oe.

o 1316,

of. Dic. Nat, Biag.

Joun KenTrsH, & 26 June, 1968, at Si. Alban's; ed. PDaventry Academy, by Thomas

Belsham, 1984-1788 ; Hackney Coll,, Seplember, 17881990 ; min, Plymouth Dock (now
Devonport), auvtumn, 1790-1794 ; Plymouth, 1594-1795; London, Hackney, alternoon
preacher, 1795-1803; St. Thomas's Meeting, morning preacher, 180z-1803; Birming-
ham, New Meeling, z3 January, 1803-6 March, 1833; m. {October 1Bog) Mary (.
g March, 1864, st. go), daughter of John Keitle, of Birmingham.,

4. 6 March, 1853 ; bur. Birmingham Cemetery, Kaye Hill

ef. Dic. Nar, Biog.

JosHua TouLMiN, 4 11 May, 1740, in London; ed. St Paul's School, 7 years, admitted

1t November, 1748 ; Independent Academy, Hoxton (supported by Coward Trust),
under David Jennings, D.D., and Samuel Morton Savage, D.D., 1956-1961; M, A.,
1969, Drewn University (a Baptisi foundation ), Rhode Island, U.5.4.; D.D., i79q, Hfarvard,
U.5.4A.—on recommendation of Dr. Priestley ; min. Colyton, Devon, 1761-1765 ;
Taurton, 1765-1803; Birmingham, New Meeting, 8 January, 18o04-z3 July, 1815; m.
{1764) Jane {<. 5 July, 1824), youngest daughter of Samuel Smith, of Taunton; Issue,
rz children, Harry (£, 1766, . 1823, min. Monton Chapel, i786-1788 ; Chowbent Chapel,
1788-1792 ; emigraled 1793, became successively president of the Transylvania College,
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Lexington, Kentucky ; secretary of state of Kentucky ; judge of Mississippi Territory ;
znd member of the state assembly of Alabama; . 18z3}; Jane (drowned near Beer,
Devon, 1798), Lucinda {#. (1) — Sweet, {2) — Barton, {3) Joseph, son of Dr. Priestiey),
d. 23 July, 1813; bur. Ol Mesling Yard, and tombslone rem. to Wilton Cemetery,
1882,

of Dic. Nat. Biog. ; Colptonia, p. 17.

JaMmes YATES, 4. 30 Apiil, 1989, in Liverpeol ; ed. Glasgow, October, 15805-[1808], Man-

chester Coll., York, 18c8-1810; M.A., Glus, 1812 F. Geol. ., 18rg; F. Lin. S., 18z2;
F.R.5., 1839; F, Philological S., 1842; min, Glas.,, 181141816 Birmingham, New
Meeting, €@ April, 1819-2 January, 1826; lLondon, Carter Lane, 1832-1835; Lendon,
withett! charge ; w. (24 February, 18z24), Dorothea, daughter of John W. Crompton, of
Birmingham.

& 3 May, 1871; bur, Highgate Cemetery.

¢/ Inq. 18715 p. jo5; Obitaary Nolices, Proceedings Royal Society, 1875, No. 130,

Jonw ReyNnELL WREFORD, 4. 180, at Bamstaple; ed. Manchester Coll., York, 18201825

D.D. Eyin., 1830, F.5.A. ; min. Birmingham, New Meeting, 16 July, 1826-25 Decem-
ber, 18371 ; scheot in Birmingham, 1831-1838 ; Bristol, 1838- ; #¢, Harrieit, davghter
of Charles Wellbeloved, min. York, 5t. Saviourgate, 1592-1858 ; lssue, John Kenrick
and another son.

.2 July, 1881,

o/ Ing., 1881, p 514; Lisiple, 1881, p. 255

SaMuEL Bacue, b 24 December, 1804, at Bridgnorth ; ed. Manchester Coll., York, Jan-

uary, 1826-June, 182¢; min. Dudley, 182g-1832 ; Birmingham, New Meeting, 15 July,

1832-11 December, 1861 ; Church of the Messiah, 1 January, 1862-Midsummer, 1368 ;

m. (20 June, 1832) Emily (+ 855}, daughter of Edward Higginson, min. Derby,

Friavgale, 1810-3851 ; Issue, Francis Edward, Alfved (B.A., fowd.), Margaret Emily,

William Henry, Walter, Kenlish, Constance.

. 7 January, 1876 ; bur. Key Hill Cemetery, Birmingham.

In confunction switk his frieud, Canen Miller, ke twas the foundor Tn Birmingham of the
fustitution of Hospital Snnday.

¢f Dic. Nar. Biog. ; notes, revised by Kentish Bache, vicar of Walford-on-Wye,
August, 1808,

Herry ExrFiELD Dowsown, 4. 23 November, 1837, at Geldeston; ed. Manchester New

Coll.,, Manchester, 1857-1863; B.A., fond,, 1860; min, Birmingham, Church of the
Messiah, August, 1863-April, 1867 ; Gee Cross Chapel, Hyde, 2v April, 1867~ ;oA
{5 December, 1866) Lucy, daughter of Abrabam Follett Osler, of Birmingham ; Issue,
Margaret, Edgar Enfield, Ethel Mary, Floreuce, Percy Enfield, Avbrey Osler, Edith,
QOscar Follett.

ef, Record, p. 72,

Hexry WiLLiam Crosskey, 6, 7 December, 1826, at Lewes; ed. Manchester New Coll,,

Manchester, 18453-1848; LL.D., Glas, 1882 ; min. Derby, 1848-1852; Glasgow, 1852z-
1869 ; Birmingham, Church of the Messiah, 8 Avgusi, 186g-1 October, 1893; m. (7
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September, 1852) Hannah, daughter of Richard Aspden, of Manchester; Issue, Lewis
Richard, Percy William, Lionel, Cecil, Harry, Mabel, Lilian Maria.

d. 1 October, 1893 ; bur. Kingswood Chapel Yard.

of. Life and Work, by R, A. Armstrong, 1895; personal knowledge.

Ricliarp TrHOMAS NICHOLSON, ed. Oxford ; Manchester New Coll,, London, -1889;
M.A., Oxen.; mil Birmingham, Church of the Messiah, assistant, 1 September, 188g-
April, 18gz, resigned ministry.
¢f personal knowledge.

Javies CROSSLEY, ed. Owens Coll, Manchester, 18961879 ; Lancashire Independent
Coll., 1896-1832 ; Leipzig, August, 1870-March, 1850 ; min. Mastings, 1883-18385; Crad-
ley, 1885-18g1; Bolton, Commission Streel, 18g91-1892; Birmingham, Church of the
Messiah, z October 1892-July, 1894; Birkenhead, Charing Cross, 18g4-
ef Record, p. 16.

LAWRENCE PEARSALL Jacks, 4 g9 October, 1860, at Noitingham; ed. University Coll.,
London, 1882-1986; Harvard, U.5.A,, 1886-18%y ; Manchester New Coll., London,
1882-1836; B.A., ZLeud., 1883; DM, A., 1836; min. London, Bedford Chapel, assistant,
1887-1888 ; Liverpool, Renshaw BStreet Chapel, 1« Oclober, :888-1 October, 1894:
Birmingham, Church of the Messiah, Oclober, 18gq- i #. (29 July, 1880} Otive
Cecilia, daughter of Stopford Augustus Brooke, M.A., LL.D., of London. Has issue,
¢f. Rerord, p. 103; personal knowledge.

ToPOGRAPHY.

Stetch of the History of Presbyterian Nomconformity in Birminghaw, Rev.
J. R. Wreford, :832.

Protestant Nonconformily . DBirmingham, Rev. ], Angell James, 1849.

C.R., 1860, p. 576.

C.R., 1852, p. 120,

Ing., 1862, p. 16.

The Riots af Birmingham, Arthur Bache Matthews, 1863,

Memorials of the Old Mecting House and Burtal Grownd, Catherine Hutton
Beale, 1882,

Centenary of Church of Messiah Sunday Schools, Herbert New, Jubr.,
Birmingham, 1888,

Seedsorer, 1893, p. 147,
Vestrges, p. 19.
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BIRMINGHAM.

NEWHALL HILL,

Qpened 10 July, 1840; apse added 13 September, 18g6.

MINISTERS.

Laynien 1834-1548
James Cranbrook ... t848-1850
James Cooper 1850-1851
Arthibald Forbes Macdonald, M.A. ... 1852

Layuren 1852-1873
John Cuckson 1873-1881
Robert Laird Collier, D.D. ... 1881-1883
Samuel Fletcher Williams ... 1884-188g
William Mellor 188g-18¢2
Addison Alexander Charlesworth 1893-

The earliest and most reliable record respecting the origin of this in-
teresting society is in the commitiee’s first report, presented to the meeting
held on Monday, 15 December, 1834, at the “*New Unitarian Chapel,” Cam-
bridge Street, Crescent—

ingtituted by young men who were formerly teachers of the New Meeting
Sunday School.

The three following resolutions were passed at a meeting held on 29
June, 1834, of the young men who had engaged to conduct the Sunday
School 1—

fe} That this meeting, believing that another Unilarian Sunday School and con-
gregation is desired by a considerable portion of the Unitarians of Birming-
ham, do agree to form itself info a sociely for the promotion of these objects,
(5) That a canvass be made immediately for subscriptions to the above objects.

fej That the venerable Mr. James Luckcock, the father of Sunday Schools in
Birmingham, be requested to take Lhe office of lreasurer to the inslitutions.

These young men raised amengst themselves and a few immediate
friends subscriptions to the amount of L350 per annum; and on Sunday,
17 August, 1834—

with scarcely anything in the building, except a few rough planks, and tem-
porary conveniences, and a few reading books, the work was begun.
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The school numbercd 200 ; divine service was conducled every Sunday
by laymen, and on 14 December, 1834, John Palmer, B.A., minister at
Dudley, preached the first anniversary sermons in aid of the funds of the
institution.  This temporary chapel accommodated j3oo persons. The
teachers early established a library of zoo volumes.

They began by each person bringing any bLook or books which he was
willing to spare from his own stock, and such as he could induce his friends
ta give.

By degrees the fund for building the new church was accumulated, in
1837 it had reached £z30, and on May Day, 1839, the foundation stone of
the present buildings on Newhall Hill was laid by Mr. Thomas Gibson—

with a silver trowed, which had been purchased by the penny subscriptions
of the pupits.

Mr. Gibson gave the commiltee £ 1c00 towards its building, consider-
ing that—

be was giving it for the education of 1000 poor children, and for that of
thousands after then, and that lo educate the people i1s the most effectual
good which can be done for them.

The church was opened lor public worship on Friday morning, 10 July,
1840, when the first service within its walls was conducted by George
Harris, minister at Glasgow.

At the subsequent luncheon many teoasts were given, amongst them—
The prosperity of this soclety, and may the confidence reposed in it by the
late Thomas Gibson Esquire, in making it the reposilory of his munificence,
be religiously redeemed by its future labourcrs.

To this sentiment Mr. John Green responded.

It is of interest to note that on this occasion T. M. McDonnell, Roman
Catholic priest, responded to the toast of—
Civil and religious liberty all over the world, and may our elder Unitarian
brethren, the Jews, be speedily relieved from ali disabilities endured for
conscience sake.
By the deed of settlement it is agreed that the property be vested in
15 trustees, who are to hold it in frust for fhe Society or Congregation of
FProtestant Dissenters of the Unitarian denominalion as a place for the worship
of God in the prineples of the Christian weligion, as professed by the said Society,
that is lo say, * That there is bul one God the Father, and one Nedialor betieen
God and man, the man, Chwist Jesus, by which they wnderstond that Jesus Christ
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was adupled by CGod as such Mediator from the Jueman fawily, and & nol a part
of the Godlead.

The first trustees were James Gargory, John Green (chairman), Josiah
Green, Matthias Green, William Fill, john Hughes, Willlam Ireland, John
Lloyd, Thomas Prime, Joseph Scott, Robert Stokes, William Taylor, George
Tombs, Thomas Towers, and Thomas Wright.

The architect was Mre. D R. Hill; the builder, Mr. Turner, of Bir-
mingham.

An interesting feature in the early history of this society is that of
the publication, in 1846, in a thin volume of Eforts af Chwfstian Culture,
being ten discourses preached in the Cambridge Strect and Newhall il
Chapels by Maithias Green, including the funeral sermons for Edward
Corn and Thomas Gibson. A copy, with Green’s autograph, is in the
author’s library.

In 1836 extensive restoration was carried out in the church at a cost
of £z224 16s. 4d., and after being closed lor some months it was re-opened
by services conducted by John Relly Beard, D.D.

In 1878-g further improvements were effected at a heavy cost, and, in
celebration of its jubilee, in July, 18go, a congregational room was added
to the church.

[n 18g6 the church was again closed for some months for the erection
of the apse and other structural impr'ovemcnts, which wonderfully trans-
formed and beautified the original building. The coloured window—Christ
blessing little children—is one of the happiest designs of the late Mr. John
Powell, and executed by Messrs, Hardman & Co. It is inscribed :(— 7o ke
Giory of God, and In foving wmemory of john and Sarak Cross, this window i
dedicated by thetr children, September 1380, A.D., 1896.

Underneath this window is the communion table in carved oak (with
ruby velvet cloth embroidered in gold and silver), inscribed :—7b the Glory
of God, and n loving menory of Thomas Cross, born February 7ih, i829 ; died
Mawrch 824, 188r. The reredos, also in ocak, is Ereted fo the Glovy of God,
and in loving menmory of thelr wndle, Swmmnel Suter, a devoled member of Lhis chitweh
Jor many years, died Jannary 16th, 1891, aged 75, by Sumuel S. and Saralt M.,
Waoollaston. This and the communion table are rhe work of Messrs. Jones
and Willis, who also designed and execulted the carved oak case of the
organ, now placed on the right of the communion table, the pulpit being
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on the left side in the apse. QOther gifts also eariched the church at the
same time; the total cost of the alterations and of the new organ (by
Messrs. Nicholson and Co., of Worcester) was about £1500. The re-open-
ing sermons on 13 September, 18g6, were preached by Brooke Herford,
D.D., of Hampstead, who, exactly 30 years before, had preached the Sunday
Schoo! Anniversary Sermons in the church.

Above any other church in the Union this one stands pre-eminent for
the loyal and long-continued services so voluntarily rendered to it by its
own lay preachers. With the exception of the brief period from April, 1848-
Auvgust, 1852, there was no paild minister from the beginning, in 1834, until
the settlement of John Cuckson, in February, 1862, Morning and evening,
vear in and year out, regular services were held by John Green—foremost
of all, who conducted the first service and only gave up frem failing health,
when Mr. Cuckson was appointed minister—Dapiel Baker, Wm. Buncher,
Edw. Corn, Matthias Green, John Hughes, Charles and John Lloyd, Edw.
Newey, Edw. Corn Osborne, Thos. Prime, Jos. Stevens, Robt. Stokes, Jos.
Shenton, Geo. Tombs, Thos. Towers, Thos. Weston and Geo. Wright.

They were frequenily assisted by lwo ministers, Edward Bristow and
George Skey.

On 14 March, 1848, James Cranbrook became the first minister at a
stipend of 4100 per an. Prior to his settlement here Cranbrook was the
minister of an—

Independent or Congregational Church in Belfast, where—
says Mr. Stych in his History, p. 19—

he had evidently made his mark, for as soon as it was made known in
Belfast thal he was about to leave for Birmingham, the friends of Free
Christianily in Belfast implored him to remain in that town. And in order
Lo effect this a memorial or petition was senl Lo Mr. Cranbrook, after his
acceptance of the pastorate of this Church, begging him fo remarn in that
forois and fead Ham e fo q fruer and freer voligion, A requesl being also sent
to this congregation to release him from his engagement. Me. Cranbrook,
having alveady accepted the invitation to Birmingham, 2t once placed him-
self in the hands of this congregation, whose will, he said, should be his.
If they desired him stil to come to Birmingham he would come, or if they
felt e ought 10 stay in Belfast, then he would comply with the prayer of
his friends there, and try Lo build up a free church in Lhat place. In fact,
he placed himself unreservedly in the hands of thiz congregation, who, true
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to their attachnient, renewed their appeal to him {0 come, and in the follow-
ing wonth, Apeil zzed, 1848, Mr. Cranbrook commenced his ministry al
Newhalt Hill. In the following year, 1849, a further invitation was extended
te Mr. Cranbrook to continue his pastorate, which he did till March, 1850.
In that monih Mr. Cranbrook, in a leiter which reflects great credit, an-
nounced his intention to resign and return to the Orthedox faith which held
him previous to his ministey here. So ended the first ministry at Newhall
Hill.
Cranbrook preached twice at the Aomihly Mveting, at Wolverhampton,
on 16 May, 1848, text Ps. lxxxv., 8; and at the Old Meeting, Birmingham,
on 13 November, 184g, text z Cor. v. 16.

James Cooper became minister at a salary of 475 per an., and the
cause of his resignation appears to have been owing to the financial diffi-
culties of the congregation.

Macdonald’s retirement in the fellowing year was probably due to the
same cause ; this being the period of the society’'s grealest depression,
financially and otherwise., In fact, it had been resolved at a meeting held
on 29 August, 1852, that the soclety should be brought to a close, and as
it was very much in debt, that the buildings should be delivered up to the
trustees for realization. But at the darkest hour came the dawn of brighter
days, and at a meeling of the more determined friends it was decided that
the doors should not be closed, and by a vigorous effort this determination
was carried out and the continuity of the congregation maintained.

The communion plate and baptismal basin are gifts of the Prime family,
so iatimately connected with the soclety; the pieces are :—Chalices (4),
electro, 7 tin. tall, plain, two handles.  Patens (4}, electro, 83¢in. diameter,
plain.  Flagon (1}, eleetro, 11%4in. tall, handle, beak, lid with Latin cross
erect. No inscription, but all given by Mr, Thomas Prime in 1834. Bap-
tismal bowl, electro, foot, two handles, Inscription :(—

PreEsEnTED TO THE UmiTarRiaNn CuurcH, Newdatl, HiLL, BIgMINGHAM,
BY THE WARDENS, THoMmas Prime ane Thomas Prime, Junr.,
AuvgusT, 1862.

James CRANBROOK, min. Belfast (Independent) <1848 ; Birmingham, Newhall Hil,
March, 1848-March, 850 ; Stratford-on-Avon, 1850-1851; Liscard, 183r- ; Edin-
burgh, Albany Sireet Independent, -1867 ; wm. and had issue.

d. 6 June, 186y, in Edinburgh.

/- Ing., 1867, p. 138; private information,
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JameEs Coopgr, 4, at Newtownards; ed, Belfast, Royal Academical lastitution ; min.
Billingshurst, r840-1844 ; Hinckley, 1845-1846; Colyton, 1847-1848 ; Dorchesler, 1848~
1850 ; Birmingham, Newhall Hill, September, 1850-September, 1851; YWhithy, 18s52-
1855 ; Gulliford, 1860-186%; Cranbrook, 1869-18y0; Ballyhemlin, 1870.1872; Cullomp-
ton, B72-15875: Shepton Mallet, 1875-1878; Belfast, withont chorge, 1878-18g3; m. (28
June, 1880} the 1hird daughter of Hugh Glass, of Banbridge; s.p.

. ¢ August, 1893, at. “‘ over 80;" bur. Belfast City Cemetery, by J. Kirk Pike.
¢f. Colytoniz, 1898, p. 38,

ARCHIBALD TORBES MacpoNaLp, 4. 1808, at Aberdeen; ed. Aberdeen; M.A.; min. Roy-
ston, 18357-18487 ; Atherton, Chowbent Chapel, 1848-1849 ; Birmingham, Newhall Hill,
March-August, 1852; Sunderland, 860?-18617; Leicester, Wellington Street, 1870-
1875 : Lewes, 18541882 ; and other short pastoraties.,

d. 22 Seplember, 1886 ; bur. St. Michael's Cemetery, Lewes.
oft Record, p. 13

Jouy Cucksox, ¢, 1845, at Sheffield ; ed. U.H.M.B., Manchester, I'ebruary, 1865-22 Janu-
ary, 1868 ; mio, Liverpool, Roscommon Street (rem. Hamifton Road, 1871}, 1868-1872;
Liverpool, Bond Street, 1850-1871; Birmingham, Newhall Hili, 25 February, 1872-15%0;
Bradiord, Yorks, 188:-188¢ ; Springfield, U.5.A., 1884-189z ; Boston, U.8.A,, 15g3-
¢fs Record, p. 88, and Stych, p. 26.

Ropert Lairn COLLIER, min. Leicester, 1874-t876 ; DBradford, 1880-188: ; Birmingham,
Newhall Hil, 1881-1883 ; American Consul, Leipzaig.
ofs Fesfiger, ppey 21, 120

SamvrL FLETCHER WiLLiams, A 14 October, 1842, at Shrewsbury ; min. Newchurch, 1870-
1876; Liverpool, Hamilton Road, 1877-1884; Birmingham, Newhall Hill, April 1884-
December, 188 1 Scarborough, 1889-1803; London, Hackney, 1893-October, 18508 ;
B. and F.U.A. Missionary and Leclurer in India, October, rdg8- ;om (5 July,
1832) Elizabeth (/. 23 December, 18g7), daughter of John Lloyd, of Shrewsbury ;
Issue, Maryy; Emma, Elizabeth Agnes.
of. Record, p. 88,

WiLLiad MELLOR, 6. 7 November, t840, at Ashton-under-Lyne; ed. U.H.M.B,, Manchester,
1873-1876; Owen's Coll.; min. Crewe, 1876-1833; Birmingham, Newhall Hil, 188g-
1893 ; York, 5L Saviourgate, 1804-1897 3 m. (29 December, 1880) Harriet Payne ;
Issue, Stanley Alfred, Alice Mary, Edgar William, Farnet,
¢f. Record, p. 43

ADDISON ALEXANDER CHARLESWORTI, ed. New Coll., London ; mim Birmingham, New-
hall Hill, 1803-

69
ToroGRAPRY.
C.R., 1835, p. 350.
C.R., 1837, p. Oa3.
C.R., 1838, pp. 141, 212
C.R., 1839, pp. 442, 347, 565
C.R., 1840, p. 613.
C.R., 181, p. 310
C.F., 1872, p. 103.
Diseiple, 1881, p. 150
C.L., 22 June, 188¢.
History of Newhatl Hill Church and Schoels, Birminglam, John Stych,
1892,
Seedsomwer, 1893, pp. 166, roy.
Ing., 1896, p. 610,

Vestiges, p. 21.
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BIRMINGHAW.

WAVERLEY ROAD.

Foundation stone laid Thursday, 20 Januvary, 18g8.
Opened, Saturday, 8 Octcber, 183

MINISTERS.

Edward Joseph Sale Jan., 18g4-Feb., 18g3
Heury Hareld Johnson, B.A. Oct., 1807-

This society at Small Heath is the result.of a determined missionary
effort in one of the suburbs of the city of Birmingham, by the Midland
Christian Union,

For a time the congregation worshipped in Little Green Lane’s Board
School, where the first service was held on Sunday evening, 5 November,
1893, the preacher being Edward J. Sale, formerly Congregalional minister
of Solihuill, who was shortly afterwards appointed its first minister.

In a few months the place of meeting was changed to the Board
School in Sommerville Road, a locality more convenient for the majority
of the worshippers, where they were also able to begin Sunday Schoo!
work.

In February, 1895, Mr. Sale resigned, the minuies recording the con-
gregation’s—

gratitude for and apprecialion of his services in the past, and its best wishes
for his happiness and wellare in the future.

Pending the appointment of another miuister, the Union’s Missionary
Agenl, John Harrison, took charge of the society and was responsible for
the regunlar weekly services.

On December, 1895, the Chureh of the Saviowr—so long the scene of
George Dawson's labours—was closed, and the trustees decided to sell the
large building. So soon as this was known the committee of the Midland
Christian Union sent in an application to be made residuary legatees in
the interest of the Small Heath congregation. The negotiations terminated
successfully, with the result that the sum of ;{850 was secured towards the
building of a permanent church on a site in Waverley Road. Only one
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condition had been stipulated, and that nghtly, viz., that the society should
be based on the same broad principles as those of the Church of the
Saviour.

The foundation stone was laid by Stopford A. Brooke, M.A,, LL.D,,
on Thursday, 20 January, 1898, most of the proceedings taking place in
a temporary iron building on the site of the future School house, adjoining
that of the church. The chairman on this auspicious occasion was Alder-
man W. Kenrick, M.P., he being supported by the Lady Mayoress of
Birmingham and a large gathering of friends.

The building comprised in the present contract consists of the church
onty ; school buildings, and 2 tower and spire to the church are to be
added as soon as possible.  The chwrch is planned with nave, aisles,
chancel, organ chamber, and vestries, The interior has sitting accommo-
daticn for oo worshippers. 'The architects are Messrs. John A, Grew, of
Birmingham, and S. H. Eachus, of Wolverhampton.

On 1 October, 1897, Henry Harold Johnson, B.A., of Manchester Coll.,
Oxford, began his ministry here.

The sermon on the occasion of the opening of the church was preached
by Joseph Estlin Carpenter, M.A., vice-principal of Manchester College,
Oxford.

ToOPOGRAPHY.

Seedswer, 1893, p. 173 ; 1804, p- 78 1895, p- 14.
Inq., 1898, pp. 67, 674.
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BIRMINGHAM, DOMESTIC MISSION.

Founded 1840.
PEOPLE'S HALL, HURST STREET.

First premises in Thorp Street, 1840—1844.

Second ,» Hurst Street, opened October, 1844, preacher,
Charles Wicksteed, B.A.

Third IR 1 4 [H 1 DECmeEI’, 18701 1 LR EE)

MINISTERS TO THE POOR.

Thomas Bowring ... 1840-1853
Jjohn Robertson 1854-1853
Benjamin Wright ... 1856-1881
James Bullock Gardoer 1881-1885
William Joshua Clarke 1885-

THOMAS BOWRING, see Tamworth.

Joun RoserTtsoN, min, Godalming, 1852 ; Birmingham, 1854-1855; Lewes, 1855-1856
Halstead, 1857-1867.

&. 20 Aprl, 1867; bur. Halstead Cemetery.
¢/ [ng., 1867, p.

BENJAMIN WRIGHT, min, Birmingham, 1856-1881; chaplain to Sir Josiah Mason's Orphan-
age, 1881-18g0; = (31 August, 1858) Louisa, daugbter of Amos Taylor, of Birmingham.
4. 20 August, 1891, ®t. 71; bur Birmingham, General Cemetery.
¢f. Inq.. 1891, p.

James BuLrock GARDNER, £ February, 1835, at Macclesfield ; ed. Leicester, Baptisi Coll.,
18561858 ; min. Congleton {Baptist), 1858-1860; Sheffield, Upperthorpe, 1867-1869 :
Birmingham, 188:-1885; Colne, 1883-18g1; Middlesbro’, 18g1-18g4; Selby, 1896-
w, (8 Szptember, 1862) daughter of James Broad, of London ; has issue.
¢f. Keeord, p. 37

WiLLiaM JosHua CLARKE, & 1843, in Birmingham ; journalist and literary worker; min.
Birmingham, 1885- ; #. and has issue.

¢f, Edgbastonia, 1858, p. 181 (with portrait).

TOPOGRAPHY.
C.L., 31 August, 188g.
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BIRMINGHAM, DOMESTIC MISSION.
Founded 1844.

LOWER FAZELEY STREET,

First premises in The Gullet, engaged December, 1845 ; licensed for worship
April, 1836,

Second ,, v Bailey Street, opened 23 May, 1847.
Third ,, »» Lawrence Street, opened 6 August, 1848,
Fourth ,, » Lower Fazeley Street, opened z December, 1888

[Nore.—The premises in Lower Fazeley Street are those formerly
betonging to the Free Christian Society, which met (1} 117, New Canal
Street, 5 January, 186z ; (2) Meriden Street, 22 November, 1863 ; (3} Lower
Fazeley Street, 3 November, 1865, added to in May, 1808, and church
opened, Easter Day, 1877, lts first lay preachbers were G. R. Twion, Hy.
Solomon, S. B. Whitfield, Arthur Bache Matthews, and others. Last met
on 2 December, 1888].

MINISTERS TO THE POOR.

John Gent Brooks ... 1844-1854
Richard Edward Dunne 1854-1863
John Wilson 1863-1882
Edward Thomas Russel) 1882-1887
Frederick Teasdale Reed 1887-18go
Thomas Pipe 18g1-

Jouw Gent Brooks, 4 23 September, 1815, at Hinckley; ed. Ealing Training School;

min. Birmingham, 1544-1854.
. 30 lanuary, 1854,
of C.IR,, 1854, p. 91 Memoir by E. T. Whitfield.

RicHarp Epwarp Dumwe, 6 24 June, 8rz, at Kingscourt, Co. Cavan; ed. Dublin,
Trinity Coll. ; min. Birmingham, 1854-1883; Diss, 1866-1870; Colyton, 18711873 ;
Ireland, twithont charge, 1873-1801; m (1) (1843), Anue (2. 1873), daughter of George
Powell, of Ballylanders ; (2) (1859), Mariznne Trances (+. 1895); Issue, George
Themas, B.A. (Vicar of Burnopfield, Durham), Hacriet (. Ceylon, 1886), Maria (m.
D. H. Jenkins, minister, Wellington, N.Z.)

&, 31 March, 18g1; bur. Dunmanway Church Yard, Co. Corlk.
¢f. Colylonia, p. 46.
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Jouy WiLsON, & 25 September, 1825, in Liverpool ; min. Liverpool, assistant minister to
the poor, Beaufort Street, 1859-1863; Birmingham, 7 November, 1863-6 January,
1882 ; . (23 December, 1854) Harriet, daughter of Thomas Martin, of Liverpool ;
had issue.
#. 6 [anuary, 188z; bur. Birmingham, Old Cemetery.
of. Record, p. 96

Epwarp TuoMas RussiLL, & ¢ Seplember, 1850, at Kensingion ; min. Leicester, minister
to the poor, 1879-1882; Birmingham, 31 July, 1882-March, 1887; London, Siratford,
1887-18g0 ; Pudsey, 18go-189r; Padiham, 18¢r-1897 ; Glasgow, South St. Mungo
Street, 18g7- ; nt. (26 December, 1871} Clara Angel, daughter of Samue! Hallett,
of Lambeth ; has issue.
cf. Record, po 148,

FREDERICK TEASDALE REED, see Tamworth.

Taomas PIPE, see Lye.
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BIRMINGHAM.,—CHUuRCH OF THE SAVIOUR.™

Opened 8 August, 1847 ; preacher, George Dawson, M.A.
Closed 29 December, 18gs; preacher, James Christopher Street.

MINISTERS.

George Dawson, M.A. 1845-1876
Edmund Squire, asdsfant .. 1849
William Potter, assigtant 1850
Jjohn Page Hopps, assdsiant .. 1837-186a
Edward Myers, F.G.S., assfstant 1860-1970
William Joseph Knapton, assistant 1871-1874

George St. Clair (colleague with Geo. Dawsen) 1875-1876

" ' (sole charge) ... 1876-1886

Nicholas M. Hennessey 1886-18g0

James Christopher Street 1891-1895
Edward William Lummis, M.A., essistant 1893

GeorceE Dawson, & 24 February, 18z:, in London; ed. Aberdeen, Marischal Coll., 1837-
1838 ; Glasgow, 1838- ; MLA., Gles, ; min. Rickmansworth, Herts., 1843-1844 ;
Birmingham, Mount Zion, 1844-1845; Temporary Rooms, 18451847 Chourch of the
Saviour, 1847-1876; m. (z4 August, 1856} Susan Famny, daughter of J. W. Crompton,
of Birmingham ; had issue,

4. 30 November, 1846 ; bur. Birmingham, General Cemetery, by Edward Myers.
¢f Die. Nat. Bisg,

EDMUND SQUIRE, min. Warminster, 1842-1843; Gulliford, -1847 ; Birmingham, Church
of the Saviour, 1840; Idle, 1853-1854.
¢f. Vestioes, var. pp.

WILLIAM POTTER, min. Birmingham, Church of the Saviour, 1850.

Joux Pagg Hoers, & 6 November, 1834, in London; ed. Leicester, Baptist Coll. ; min.
Hugglescote, Leicestershire, 1856 ; Birmingham, Church of the Saviour, 185y-1860 ;
Sheffield, Upperthorpe, 1860-1863; Dukinfield, 18631869 ; Glasgow, 1869-1856;
Leicester, 1896-1892; Croydon, 18gz- i ». {13 June, 18s9) Mary Jackson; bas
issue.
of. Record, p. 53

Epwarp MyYERS, see Shrewsbury.

*Did not join the M.C.U., bul took part in the second National Conference of Free
Churches, beld in Birmingham, 1885,
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WILLIAM jq:iitl'll KxarrTon, 4. a1 Hapton; ed. LU.H.M.B., 1868187 ; min, Birmirgrham,
Church of the Saviour, 1871-1874 1 Bradford, Yorks., Febrvary, 1875-15378 ; louk
Anglican Orders,
¢f. Fentiges, var., pp.

GEORGE ST. CLAIR, 4. g April, 1836, in London; ed. Regest's Park Coll., 1860-1864 ; F.G.S,
M. Anthropological Institute, M. Soc. Biblical Archueclogy i min. Banbury (Baptist},
1864-1869 ; Birminghim, Church of the Saviour, 1873-1H80 o

v with George Dawson,
M A, 1875-1876) ; Uardill, West Grove, June, 18q1-Deceaiber 1895 3 lecturer for the
Palestinian  Exploration Fumd, 1869-1875; Birmirgham, mirhmwe chavge, 1808 H
wr. {18G4).

¢/. personal knowledge ; Jingrapi, London, 1830, January, pt. 13

Nicuoras M. HENNgssev, min. Birmivgham, Chureh of the Saviour, 18861890 ; Coventry
Road Congregational Church, 1850-

Jases CurisTOPHER STREET, sce Shrewsbury.

Epwarp WiLntast Lusisis, M. A., see West Bromwich.

TorPoGRAPHY.

C.R., 1847, pp. 6144, 742, 749.
[nq. January 4, 1806,
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BLOXHAM AND MILTON ;
OXON.

(Ceased to exist, 1843).

MINISTERS.

Thomas Whatiey ... -16g8
Andrew Durell, ML A, e 1002P-1723
James Hancox 1726-1733
FEdward Nicklyn e I7gOP-17477
Thomas Brabant 1748-1773
Benjamin Carpenter ... 1773-1775
Samuel Withers 1776-1778
Joseph Jevans 1779-1839
David Lewis Evans ... 1840-1842

THOmMAS Waatiey [son of Willlam Whatley, 4. 1630, vicar of Banbury?] B. 10 Semtember,
' Milton,

1920, la Parish Churcli, Banbury 3 mine Suiton-under-Brailes, -cj. 1664 ;

bur. 27 January, ool
Elaem, i, go1; M.R., 1824, p. 264.

AnprEw DurviLy, Fronch pralestant ; ed. Sedan; MLA.; weacher of French in London
min. Church of Englumd, nr. Woodstock ; Noascoeformist min, Bloxham and Milon,

16927-1725 1 had issue,
Ao 11 June, 1725, @t g bar. Bloxhom Parish Chuech.

of M.R., 18z4, p. 204; tomhetone in Bloxliam Church, seen by anthor in :¥gs.
James Haxcox, see Dudley.
Eowann Nocawyy, min. Boxhiam amd Milton, 1930217472
“oal Dudley abour 1781,
ot ALH., 1524, p. 264,
THomas BramaxT, & [1720] at Milton Abbas, Dorset; ed. Glasgow [1736-1740], North-
mupton Avademy, by Dr. Doddeidge, 1740- , where he became assistant ; min,
Bloxham and Milten, 1748-1773 1 witiomd sferge, 17731804,

J.oat Bloxham, 19 Ja ¥ 1804, &1 By
¢f. M.R., 18135, p. 687 ; 1823, p. =63

BexjaMIin UARPONTER, see Biourbridge.
4 H t=.
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SamukL WITHERS, & al West Bromwich ; ed. Daventry Academy, by Dr. Ashworth, 17%3-
1776 ; min. Bloxham and Milton, 1776-1798 ; # while a student.
. 1780, at West Bromwich,

¢f. M.R., 1822, p. 197; 1324, p. 265.

Joserh Jevans, & 1749, at Kidderminster ; ed. Daventry Academy, by Dr. Ashworth,
17741779 ; ord. 1g June, 17go; min, chaplain to Sir Harry Trelawney, Bart., at Looe,
17793 Bloxham and Milton, 1770-1839 ; . (1268} Mrs. Wise (/. 1810) of Bloxham.

&. 31 July, 1835 ; bur. Bloxham Parish Church Yard.

¢fr Memoir by William Field (q.v.}, reprinted frons C.R., 1840, pp. 453, 48g ; tomb-
stone seen by aulhor in 1895; personmal remembrances of Edward Cobb, LEsq., of
Lewes, 1898, =t. o31.

Davip Lewis Evans, 4. July, 1813, at Penyrall, Cardiganshire ; B. St. Bartholomew's
Day, 813, “* when a month old ™ ; ed. Presbyterian College, Caermarthen, 1834-1838 ;
schoolmasier, Llanwenog Academy, 1832-1834 ; Bridgend Academy, 1843-1850 ; Coly-
ton Academy, 18350-1858; Professor of Hebrew and Mathematics, Pres, Coll., Caer-
marthen, 1864-1874 i min. Owenfawr, 5.W. (remporary ), 1838-1840 ; Bloxham and
Milton, 1840-1842; Colylon, 1850-1863 ; and March, 18y9-March, 188 {sppdy ) Birken-
head (without charge), 1875-1880; Llanybyther, S.W. frwithont charge), 1889- ;e
(rg March, 1856) Ophelia Catherine (4. 1866), cldest daughter Com, Geo. Eyre Powell,
R.IN., Colyton; Tssue, Geo. Eyre (q.v.), David Lewis (chiel engineer s.s. Highland
Glen, on board of which he was killed at Rosario, Brazils, 30 November, 18g3),
Catherine Poweil, Herbert {¢. 11 March, 1566).

¢f. Colytonia, p. 39.

REGISTERS.

I. Births and Baptisms 1789-1837

@‘ cﬁ &M@J
TorPoGRAPHY,

M.R., 1824, p. 263.

C.R., 1840, pp. 453, 489.
Ing., 31 August, 18gs.
Inq., 28 September, 18g3.
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COSELEY.

OLD MEETING HOUSE.

Preseni building opened 1o August, 1875,
First building opened, 1717, and enlarged, 1740.

MINISTERS.

Joseph Eccleshall ... .« 1662P-16g2
—— Peach -157179-
Paul Russell

George Doughty 1720-1732
United to New Mecting, Birnsingham, 1732-61,

Samuel Bourn ... 1732-1754
Thomas Pickard... Y732-1747
Samuel Blyth ... 1797-1561
William Hawkes... 17541761
Willlam Edwards ... 1701-1775 -
Richard Amnper 1775-1704
Samuel Parker 1796-1797
William Allard 1768-1803
Evan Owen Jones ... 1804-1807
Richard Fry 18o7-1812
John Small 1812-1826
John Cooper 1827-1835
" John Gordon 1837-1840
William Whitelegge, M.A, ... 1840-1842
John Fife Manderson 1842-1847
John Calbraith Lunn... 1847-1851
Joseph Eedes Fletcher 1851-1854
William Orr McGowan 1855-1863
Henry Eachus 1865-

Shortly after Vestiges was issued, in 1897, the author worked up his
notes on the Coseley ministers, which were used by Mr. I'red. Wm.
Hackwoed, ).P., F.R.His.S., for the chapter on the * Qid Meeting,” in his
Sedgley Researchies. These notes, and the results of Mr. Arthur A. Rollason’s
researches iuto the genealogy of the Eccleshall family, are here included.



8o

This is the oldest nonconforming congregation in the parish of Sedgley,
and traces its origin to the labours of Joseph Eccleshall, whe, in 1634
{evidently then fresh from college), seems to have first appeared on the
scene in Sedgley to assist William Parkes, the aged vicar, in his mini-
strations.

This is gathered from the Parish Registers, where, under date zyth
Qctober, of that year, it is written (—

Soseph Eccleshall, minister, was chosen and sworn Registrar for the
Parish of Sedgley.

This refers to the ordinance issued in 1633 by Oliver Cromwell instituting
civil marriages before magistrates,  Although marriage thus became a c¢ivil
contract, in many parishes, such as Sedgley, they were still carefully regis-
tered by ecclesiastical registrars.™

No doubt where the registers show any Inatus during the Commonwealith,
lhe parish was served by a cleric of strict Episcopalizn proclivities.  But
Mr. Eccleshall was of the opposite party—a Puritan of the firsl water.
Among the vicars of Sedgley he stands out pre-eminently as @ man of strong
character,

Calamy’s account of Eccleshall is extremely wnteresting. Not being
satisfied with the terms of conformity, he—

preached his farewell sermen on August 17, 1662, 10 a large congregation,
all in tears. On August 24, no one coming to officiate, he went into a pew,
prayed, read the Scripiure, expounded, and preached. Afterwards, though
he lived 2 mile from the church, he ordinarily attended public worship thers,
and gave his hearers what personal help be could in private. The succeed-
ing wvicar, for some years, was violenl, and filled his sermons with rading
invectives against the Nonconformists, which induced many of the people to
persuade Mr. Eccleshall to preach to them, which he yielded to, at times
different from the public service. The QOxford Act forced him to Kinver,
where he preached in private, and went afterwards with his hearers to
church te hear Mr. Jonathan Newey, a worthy man, who succeeded Mer,
Morton, He then came secretly by night to his own people {not daring
to be seen by day) to do what service he could, and returned by night, till
the rigouwr of the (imes abated. He then appeared in public, and continued
his ministerial work among his old people, with litile allowance from them,
living chiefly upon a small eslale of his own, with frugalily and care. There
were two meetings kepl up in the parish because of its largeness, two or
three miles distant, and Mr. Eccleshail administered the sacrament in both.

*ef. Fistory of Darlaston, p. 7.
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Here he continued his service several years till he was silenced by deaih.
His funeral sermon was preached by Mr. Oasland.

Mr. Rollason’s genealogical notes seem to point to an intimate local
connection on the part of Joseph Lccleshall. For instance, an entry is
quoted from Tipton Parish Registers, dated 13 April, 1070, that Heury
Eeccleshall, of Coseley, father of Mr. Joseph Eccleshall, was buried ; and another
entry just previously, namely, o January, 166g-70, is to the effect that
Martha, wife of Joscph FEecdeshall, clevke, died at Ceseley, and was buried at
Tipten.

[n 168g, on October 3, by license were married either at Sedgley or at
Tiplon, but certainly by the Rev. Thomas Janns, Vicar of Sedgley, Martha,
daughter of Rev, Joseph Eccleshall to Thomas Dudley, of The Green House,
Tipton. The legal formalities with regard to property affected by this
marriage would seem to show that Thewas Dudley de la Greenhoise had not
married beneath him. Martha, the wife, was buried at Tipton, 24 Novem-
ber, 1704 ; her husband, Thomas Dudley, gentleman, survived till February,
1722-3.  His will refers to real estate in Tipton, and Ettingshall in Sedgley ;
mentions his son, Edward Dudley, and Aone, wife of Edward, his son-in-
law, Charles Elwall, and Martha, his wife; his grandchildren, Charles
Elwall, Themas Elwall, Miriam Elwall, Martha Elwall, and Sarah Elwall,
his daughter, Miriam Dudiey, and *“his loving and ohedieat son and
daughter, joseph Eccleshall Dudley and Miriam Dudley,” to whom he gives
real estate and appoints his executors. Joseph Eccleshall Dudley was
born at Tipton, 3 May, 17or, There are strong reasons for surmising that
this family was staunchly Nonconformist, being descended from a Parlia-
mentarian Dudley and an (ndependent minister’s daughter. The registers
record their births, but not their baptisms, and the names of (emales are
a2lmost Quakerish.

Dr. Evans’ List gives Coseley fortuightly—Flaul Russell (an  flinerant),
George Doughty, 4oo hearers, g5 counly votess,

Paul Russell was lecturer at Goesal, Salep, which explains the appended

parenthesis.  According to the Scott MSS. he resided af Fettenhall, where he
died.

Peach must have preceded Russell, and was probably the immediate
successor to Eecleshall, after whose death in 16gz the society is said to
have assembled in a farm house, at a place still called * Old End,’ Coseley.

K
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William Allnrd says—
Herd, m i715 some devastation was commilted by the sob, in the room
then used.

Two years nfterwards, during Peach’s ministry, the first meeting-house
was built ; not in a secluded spot, but in an open place, still known as
rQOld Mecting Road.! It was more strongly built than many others of
that period, and was adorned with—

moulded and even carved woodwork.

The year, 1717, was Impressed on two bricks, which are still preserved
in the wall, at the entrance 1o the heating chamber of the present buoilding,
whilst the year was ulio scrafched on a pane in the western gallery
window of the old building, together with the name of a man living at

i witli elghreenth century dale.
Bilston, willi eig ¥
George Doughty ministered here for twelve years (1720-1752), he being
elected in place of Me Heushal, a young minister of Dian Rew, Cheshive, who
was invited to sweceed My Peack, bul Fratlt pevveatid his settlement feve There

was never a Henshal, ménister of Dean Row, though there are still families

of that name there. Probably he was a licentiate,  When Doughty re-
moved to Burten-on-Trent i union was made between Lhe Coseley society
and that of the New Meeting, in Moor Street, Birmingham.

Samue! Bourn's reguisition had been signed by 111 members from
Coscley, and by 87 from the Birmingham soclety. By his exertions, during
his very active ministry at Coseley,—

an estate was purchmanl for the benefit of thie minister and charity schoot,
which was then {oanded.

From Dr. Toulmin's Afemeairs of Rev. Samnel Bonurn we see the extent
of the opposition he encountered from members of the Established Church
in the parish, He sustained two trials at the Stafford Quarter Sessions
originating from their hostility ; in both, however, he was successful.  Soon
afterwards, in December, 1728, he received an erder from John Ward and
R. Sedgwick, justices of the peace ai Wolverhampton, who tried to remove
him to his last lewal settlement, under the pretext that he was likely to
become chargeable to the parish; and alleging that he had intruded into
the parish of Sedgley without complying with the laws in such cases—the

*Scott MSS.
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place of his last scttlement being Adlington, in the parish of Standish,
in the county Palatine of Lancaster—and reguiring him to depart, with

his wife and family, before the gth of the following month, or otherwise

bring a certificale, showing that he was a parishioner. These proceedings
called forth a dignified and indignant protest from bhim, and in a letter,
dated 27 December, 1728, he says:—
£ came into tie parish wpon the wnanimous favitatioh of a wvmerous
congregation of Lroteslant dissenters, which fuvitation wwas sigacd by
abeve a fundred persons, many of them subsfantial peoomin, farmiers,

and fradesnen, and wost of them inhabitants of the parish, and as this
fs agresable to the most peimittee way of nunisiers and bisheps of
seitling with a peepie, so [ fake 1t to be as hovoveadle a way as any
by which any dergymair in the counly came file kit preiemt seltlement.

Bourn forwarded a certificate which satisfied the magisirates as to his
legal right 1o dwell in the parish. Many fricads in Birmingham sympathised
with him in the persecutions to which he had been subjected, and raised a
subscription to defray the expenses which he had incurred in the various

Lrials. ~

He continucd to labour actively for the religious welfure of his congre-
gations until Sunday, 17 March, 1754, when he was suddenly stricken with
paralysis whilst in the pulpil at Coseley, and died on the following Friday.

William Edwards, who became minister here in 1761, at the termina-
tion of the conneclion between the Coseley and New Meeting societies,
appears as one of the petitioning ministers of :1772-3.  Apparently there
was no relationship hetween him and John Edwards, Dr. Priestley’s

immediate successor at the New Meeting.

Richard Amner left Coseley, about the end of 1794, and deveted him-
selfl to study in Hinckley ; he became a contributor to the Gewtloman's
Magazine,

In its carly years the Monthly Mecting {lounded in 1782, its first regu-
lar assembling being at Coseley, on ¢ June, of that year) exercised
Presbyterial functions, and on 11 Qcteber, 1796, Samuel Parker was, at
Coseley, ordained as a Christlan minister. W. Procior fufreduced 00 serpice with
Frayer, and reading tie Seriptures ; Rew. Samuel Griffiths asked some guestions,
and prayed a gemeral and Ordination FPrayer; Rev. Radetiffe Scholefield defivered
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a charge, fornded on 2 Tim. ii, 15 ; Rev. Mr. Jenkins preached on Hebrews xiil.,
7 Ren. W Weod concluded with Prayer®

In 1799, during William Allard’s ministry, the Sunday Schoo! was
established.

John Cooper was an ardent supporter of Relorm when the agitation
for an extension of the franchise spread through the country in 1832. Some
of the principal members of this congregation took an opposite view of
the question. Cooper's straightforward advocacy of Reform alienaled some
members of his congregation, and the trustees asked him to resign. He
declined, and appealed to the Stafford Assizes, but was nonsuited on the
ground that his position was not tenable. He was, therefore, compelled
to leave the meeting-house; he endeavoured to establish another society
in the neighbourhood, but met with insufficient support, and abandoned
the undertaking. In Iﬁﬁ,o he became minisier of the Long Sutton G.B.
Society, where he remained till his death in 18653.

John Gordon’s Coseley ministry is notable for the work he did here

in resisting church rates.t

With the advent of Mr. Eachus, in 1863, the improved administration
of the society's estate was undertaken. A new trust was formed, com-
posed of gentlemen of the locality, who had the welfare of the cause at
heart. Permission was obtained from the Charity Commissioners to lease
the mines underneath some seven acres of land situated at the Coppice,
with which the society was endowed. The sale took place in January,
1874, and after a spirited bidding the property was bought by the Bilston
Iron Company for 44,000, Of this, one half was to be paid in three
months, and the remainder in two years by annual instalments, the buyers
also having to pay 460 a year for ground rental.

The proceeds, or part thereof, were devoted to building purposes,
additional sums being raised by subscription. What was not expended on
re-building the Meeting-house was invested for the support of the minister.
The new building was opened on 1o August, 1875, the preacher being
Geo. Vance Smith, D.D., then minister at Sheffield, and a member of the
New Testament Revision Committee. This re-building was not accom-

*M.5. Minutes,
tSee Evesham for further particulars of his useful life,
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plished without great exertion and sacrifice on the part of Mr, Eachus,
who, with Lhe conseni of the trusiees, and of the sociely, borrowed £1,000
from the Charity Commissioners, undertaking to repay that amount by
twenty annual instalments of £30 each. A large piece of adjoining land
has since been added, at considerable cost, to keep open the {rontage for
cver, and to provide a site for better school buildings whenever they may
be reguired.

In May, 886, a draft scheme was submitted to the Charity Com-
missioners for the management of Ceseley Old Mecting-house, minister’s
house, and trust property in the parish of Sedgley. The approved scheme,
dated 10 August, named seven instruments afecting the property, viz : —

{

=

) Indenture, 28 August, 172z, bebween Henry Wainwright and
George Douglas, and others ;

(2) Indenture of 18 July, 1735, John Whitebouse and Richard Wain-
wright, with others ;

(3} Indentures, 12 and 13 February, 1779, Job Maullin and Richard
Amper, with others;

(4) TIndentures, 26 and 27 May, 1790, Isaac Whitehouse, and Thomas
Worrall Grazebrook, and Joseph Maullin, of the third part, with
others ;

{5} Indentures, 27 and 28 January, 1820, Daniel Whitehouse and
Henry King, Joseph Maullin, &c. :

(6} Indentures, 10 and 11 May, 1882, Joseph Parkes, Richard Smith,
George Elwell Jackson, James Adshead and Joseph  Maullin,
wilh eleven others, of Lhe fifth part ;

(7} The will of Enos Stanley, dated 15 June, 18y4.

The property is vested in trusiees, and there are various clauses for
regulating the filling up of vacancies, for the meetings and proceedings of
the trustees, for officers, for general management, particularly of the real
estate, and for the application of income.

The history of the Old Meeting Charity School, which dates from 1753,
when Samuel Timins, of Oldbury, Sarah, his wife, and her sister, Jane
Turton, of Cotwall End, widow {both sisters and co-heirs of John Smith,
deceased), endowed it with four tenements, is fully detailed by Mr. Hack-
wood in his Sedgley Researches, p, 88.
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The register belonging to the society is a fine thick volume, bound in
rough brown leutlier, and has two embossed brass clasps fasiened on with
vellum hinges, wiich cvidently belonged to an earlier book.  The register
was printed and ruled by-

Wm. Macrlce, High Street, Dudiey, MDCCC.

At one end is the | Register | of | Baptisms | belonging to the | Oid
Mecting House | Coseley | Begun in the year | 3 and at the other is

a | Register | of | Burials. |

These entries are by Willam Allard, Evan Jones, Richard Fry, and
John Cooper.  Unfortunately there are none by John Small. On 13 April,
1824, Joseph Maullin, @t. 84, brass founder, of Ettingshall, was buried,
and the entry is signed by Jein Swmall, as oficiating minister.  Then comes
this significant note :—7%05 &5 a complele forgery by felhn Stawliv, nne of the
frustees.  Small pever ropisfered elther baplisms o5 burials.  Jein Coopor

Many ol the carliest entries of baptisms, from 1779 to 18o0, have been
carefully copied into this register from azuother record, possibly that to
which the clasps vriginally belonged.

The two-handled chalice, 5){in. tall, is interesting, as being a gift to
the society by the late Thomas Thoernely, of Liverpool, who, for twenty
continuous years represented the borough of Wolverliampton in the House
of Commons,

Josernr EccLessali, min, Sediley, 1634-¢j. 862; Coseley, 1662210z : wm. Martha (.

1650) ; lssie, Martha (n. Thomas Daudiey).

bur. 2z December, 1692, at Sedgley.

of. Nopcon. Mem, i, qo1.

e

Bougy, Picikarp, BiyvrHg, Hawres, see Bioninghos, Now Meosting.

WrLniam Epwarng, ol Cacrmarthen, Pres. Coll, min, Tisbury, Wilts., 1734-1761 ; Cose-
ley, 1901-1775.
¢f. Hackwood's S0 po 710
RiCHARD AMEERE, /. 1739, al Hinckley, B. 26 April, 1737; ecd. Daventry Academy, hy
Caleb Aslwomh, DD, 1758-1762; ord. 21 July, 176z, at Great Yarmouth ; min, Great
Yarmoutli. 1762-1568; Hampstead, 576517771 Coscley, 1777-1794 1 Hlinckley, withert

charee,

. § Juneg, 1803 ; bur. Hinckley, Greai Meeting Yard,
of. Die. Nato Bisg.
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SamuEL PARKER, & 1774-3; ed. Northampton Academy ; ord. 17 Oclober, 17¢6, at Cose-
ley i min. Coseley, 1706-1707 ; Ipswich, 1767-1803 : Lewes, tBog.1811 ; Stockport,
18r1-1833 ;5 mn (1) Margaretta Maria Wright (4 tR23), of Ipswich; (2) (185)) Mary
(d. 1880, ret. Bi), olest davghier of Ruev. Abrsbam Fenoetr, Manchester; [ssue by
(1) Bamuel Wilson (8. 24 December, 18r2, o 20 April, 1832); Joseph Toulmin (& =23
May, 1816}, and tfree dasghicra

@, 19 January, 1853 w1, 63 ; bur. Stockport, High Street Chapel Yard,
of. Reond, p. 1753 Reyteters iv. and v, Stockport, High Street Chapel.

WiLLiaM ALLARD, 4, 1767 ; edi Daventey Academy, 14983- + by Rev. Thomaa Belsham ;
min. Rotherhum, 1745;- : Siackpert, ty93; Great Huckiow and Peal, 1703-1798 ;
Ceseley, Auguost, ypfSeplember, 1807 ; Bury, Lanes,, 18031831 ; . Susannah (<.
1831, ort. 63}, davghier of Jula Bingley, of Rothe i Issue, Elizabeth (4. 1830,
wl. 36), Thomas Barnes (4 1793, # 18131 and cothers.

10 June, 1831 ; bur. Bury, sk Stresi Chapel Yard.
oft Record, P 26, corrected by Hapaismal Register,

Evan Ownn Jowes, & |17%1], ed. Caermorthen, Pres. Coll., 1800-1803 ; min. Coscley,
18o4-1807 ; Bilper, 15071510 Duificd, 1507-1867; m. Elizabeth (+ 1822} ; lssue, son
(4. 1837) and danghters.

d, 2 Janvary, 167, @i, 8y ~
¢f- Notes pewer mellior.
RicHarD Fay, see Kiddernsijster,

Joux Saan:

. at Dundee ;. ed, Homerton Coll., 1Bag-thie {on fousdation of King's Head
Society, 2nsl Fellow student with Willlam Jobnson Foes: min Hine ey, supply, 181 ;
Wolverhampton, 18r1-1812 ; Coscley, 1812-1826 : London, York Street, 1826-1827,

4. z1 June, 1827 ; bur. London, Worship Street G.B. Chapel Yard.
of. MR, 1827, p. Gur; C.R., 1835 o 534

Jonw Coorer, 4. [1783]: Mamtwich, Weuleyan local preacher and class leader; G.B.
New Coanexion, 1§iz-182z, wlhich =ociety joined G.B, Assembly, 18241 min. Nantwich
G.B., 18231827 ; Coseley, lo27-2%15; Long Sution, 18ga-50558 ;. thrice married, had
isse, Jola Thomas (min, Buxtos, Diss, &c., 4. 1877), Abrabam, Mary {w. Hy. Beard-
more ), Elica,

d. 21 May, 1865, ®t. 82; bur. Loy Sutton G.B. Chapel Yard.
ot C.Rep 1823, poosyo; UHL, 1803, p 3243 G.B. Assembly Proceedings, 1863, p. 28,

Joun GorpoN, sce Evesham.

WiLLiaM WHITELR 0, 4 30 March, 1815, in Manchesier ; ed. Glaszgow, 18360
Manchester, M.N.C. ; M.A. Gize ; min. Cone i, 1Eo-1842 ; Cook, 1843-180g-
Marricd amd bas lswie, Hearietta (4. 1875), William Arthue, B.A.
of. Notes gener aabar.
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Joun FIre MANDERSON, & [r797), min. Newcastle-under-Lyme, 7 August, 1837-6 February,

1842 ; Coseley, 183241847,
d. 13 May, 1847, =t. 50, al Coseley.
¢f. C.R., 1847, p. 633; minule book, Newcastle, Old Meeting-house.

Jonn CaLBRAITH LUNN, see Eveshann

Josees EEpes FLErcHER, & [i8og], min. Selby, 18481849 ; Coseley, 1851-1834 : Crewkerne,
1854-1857; =, (4 April, 1850) Elizabeth {4 1871), daughter of William DMoon, min.
Deptiord ; had issue.

«. 28 September, 1858, =t. 49; bur. Crewkerne.
of C.R., 1838, pp. 711, 709.

WiLLianl QrRrR McGowaw, & [1815], min. Greyabbey, ausistans, 1844-1848; Raloo, 1845-
1852 ; Coseley, 1833-1863 ; Ravara, 1863-1885.

d. 7 Februavy, 1883, =at. 70.
¢fe WNotes powes antiior.

Henry Eacuus, ed. Manchester, U.H.M.B., i837-1850 ; min. Belfast, minister to the
poor, 1859-1862 ; Pudsey, 186218651 Coseley, 1865-18g9- ;oo Mary (4. 1893),
daughter of Samuel Platt, of Chapel en le Frith ;s Issue, Samuel Henry, and three
daughiers.

ToPOGRAPHY.
MS.  History of Cradley Presbyterranr Church, James Scott, 1800, p. 132.
NoTe.—This valuable folio, enriched with drawings, cngravings, and portraits, is

in the custody of the minister for the time being of the Parlk Lane Chapel, Netherend,
Cradiey.

MS, Records of the Preshylerian Clurch, Stourbridge, Mr. William Scolt,
vol. iii. [about t8co], p. 347

Note,—These thrce valuable volumes are in the custody of Lhe minister for the
time being of the Presbyterian Chapel, Stourbridge.

MS. Copy of Baptismal and Burial Register, made by and penes
author, 18gg.

M.5.C., p. 163

Ing., 1875, p. 538; 1883, p 749.

The Farales, F. L. Beeton, Lye, July, 1888, p. 2.

Seedsorer, 1893-094, p. 196

Vestiges, p. 50,

Sedgley  Researches, Fred. Wm. Hackwood, [.P., F.R.His.S., 188,
var. pp.
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CRADLEY.

PARK LANE CHAPEL, FORMERLY PENSNET MEETING-HOUSE.

Present building, opened 15 May, 17g6.
First Meeting-house, in Pensaet Meadow, opened 1707, burnt 1715.
Second Meeting-house, same site, opened 1716, closed 8 May, 1796,

MINISTERS.

Josiah Basset 1704-17353
Joseph Fownes 1735-1748
Noah Jones ... 1748-1562
Joseph Baker 1762-178¢9
James Scott 178g-18z7
Benjamin Carpenter .., 1807-1816

Thomas Warren, assisfan! ... 1815-1821
William Bowen, M.A. 1828-1850 -
William Cochrane ... 1850-1885

Jolin James Wright, asdstant 15531884
James Crossley 1885-1891
Arthur Eilis O’Connor, B.D. ... 1891-1894
Edward Potter Hall ... 1894-

The two men principally instrumental in founding this society were,
according to the Rev. Richard Witton, of West Bromwich (1733}, the Rev,
Henry Qasland, M.A., of Bewdley, and the Rev. H. Hickman, wio resided al
Birminglam, the son of the Rev. Henry Hickman, B.D., one of the ejected
ministers, who lived for some time privately in Worcestershire, and was
afterwards minister of the English congregation at Leyden.

In 1704 the Rev. John Godley, of Walsall, bought from John Mansel,
of Netherecnd, a field called Pensnet Meadow, in the parish of Kingswin-
ford, Stafford, for the sum of 424, raised by voluntary contributions, for
the express purpose of erecting a place of worship. The building was
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completed in 1707, and, together with the land, was conveyed to trusteess,

viz =—
John Spilsbury, of Kidderminster ;
Tohn Warren, of Coventry ; Dissenting
George Flower, of Prestwood ; Ministers.

J. Basset, of Birmingham ;

J. Turton, of West Bromwich, ironmonger ;
H. Hunt, of Cradley, yeoman ;

N. Hancox, of Kingswinford, scythesmith ;
J. Homer, of Cradley, ironmonger ;

5. Forrest, of Cradley, ironmonger ;

W. Deeley, of Cradley, carpenter ;

W. Parkes, of Kingswinford, yeoman ;

). Bague, of Kingswioford, glassmaker ;
J. Pearsall, of Halesowen, yeoman :

W. Parkes, of Pedmore, ironmonger ;

J. Coley, of Rowley Regis, ironmonger.

The indenture specifies that four dissenting ministers should always
constitute a part of the trust, that the choice of the pastor should be
vested in the majority of the trustees, with the appcobation of two of the
ministers ; and if at any future lime the building should not be permitted
by the laws of the land to be used as a place of religious worship, the
trustees shall dispose of the same to such charitable purposes as they may
think most proper.

The society being now formed, the place of worship completed, and
the premises vested in trustees’ hands, Josiali Basset, son of Josiah Basset,
ejected from Exhall, in Warwickshire (who died in 1695, when his boy
was but 12 years of age), was chosen minister, and accepted the invitation.
He was educated at the expense of Mr. Hickman, and first began to preach
at Cradley in 1704. He was ordained by Mr. Flower, Mr. Spilsbury, Mr,
Goedley, and other ministers in the neighbourhood, in 1707. Soon after he
married Mus. Allen, a lady of excelient character and considerable property. He
statedly lived in Birmingham, and continued to officiate at Cradley for
upwards of 3o years, though his salary never exceeded 20 per annum.
The roads at that time were frequently impassable in the winter season.
In 1715, when the rioters destroyed many of the places of worship of the
dissenters in this locality, Pensnet Meeting-house was burnt down., The

g1

congregation, however, continued to assemble for public worship af #he
Bower ; and, in 1716, a new building was erected on the site of that which
was demolished, partly al the expense of Government; £erp r3s. 6d. was the
sum granted, and move might have been oblained if applicd for.

Basset, whose meeting-house was well attended, and who was inde-
fatigable in discharging the duties of his office, was Aighly respected and
much beloved by his people. He died in 1735, one Sunday evening after
his return from Cradley, and was buried in St. Martin’s Churchyard,
Birmingham.*®

A list is still extant of the seat-holders in Pensnet Mecting-house in
1735, from which it appears that 230 sittings were occupied.

During the vacancy between the death of Basset and the settlement
of Joseph Fownes the wongrigation was supplicd by Mr. Witton, of West Brom-
wieh ; Mr. Hancox, of Dudley ; Mr. Edge, of Stonrbridge ; Mvr. Bussel, of Wolver-
hampton ; Mr. Stokes, of Worcester ; My, Cardale, of Zvesham ; Mr. Barrel,
probably a studentf; and Mr. Fowmnes, then o student ol Findern,

Joseph Fownes setiled at Cradley as minister to the society op zo
June, 1736, He was ordained at Dudley, at the same time as James
Hancox, fo the full discharge of the pastoval office oir 20 April, 1743, the gentlemen
who assisfed were Dy, Lathan, his former twtor, and Messrs, Kenwich, Wilton,
Holland, Carpenter, and Matiocks : all of them respectable minislers in thot parf
of the Kingdom. Jownes removed to the Shrewsbury congregation, in 1748,
at the particular soliitation of Job Orton, and it was with great reluctance
that his friends at Cradley and Stourbridge, where he usually resided, con-
sented Lo part with him. During the peried of his ministry at Cradley
the society continued in a flourishing state. Soon after his settlement a
gallery was erecied in ihe Meeting-house, and, in 1746, a charity school
was established under his auspices. Fownes died at Shrewsbury in 1789,
and was buried in the chancel of old St. Chad's Church,

Noah Jones immediately succeeded Fownes at Cradley. e was born
in 1725, in the parish of Dettws, in Caermarthenshive, and early placed wnder
the care of the Rew. S Jones, af Pentwyn, in the parish of Lionver, who, for 22

*I am indebted to the Rev. Arthur J. Robinson, M.A., rector of Birmingham, for
this extract from the Bunal Register i—Buwried fn the jear, 1735, Ocober 16, Mr. Fosiah
Hassett, G.E.E.
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years, tanght a good grammar school of 4o boys. Here he remained five years,
and in 1742 entered the academy at Cacrmarthen, of which the Rev. Samuel
Thomas was the principal, and Mr. Evan Davies the assistant futsr. One of
the first books which Mr. Thomas put into the hands of Noah Jones was
Dr. Watts’ Logic, which he read with greal pleasure twize over. This treatise,
together with Mr. Locke’s Essay on the Understanding, faught him to think
Sreely, and put him upon the vight scent in ks enguiries after truth, At Mid-
summer, 1745, he left the academy fo supply a small congregation al Newlown,
in Montgomeryskive.  Here he remained until Midsummer, 1748, when he
removed to Cradley. In 17350 he was ordained in Pensnet Meeting-house,
in the prisemce of above 7oo people.  Carpenter, of Worcester, preached a
sermon oo the ministerial office ; Hancox, of Dudley, proposed the ques-
tions ; Bourn, of Cosecley, prayed; and Reynolds, of Bewdley, delivered
the charge. The [ollowing copy of the certificate of Jones’ ordination is
of interest :—Cradley, September 128k, 1750.— We, whose names are nnderwritien,
Profestant Dissenting Ministers, having received full satisfaction with regard fo
the abilities and moral character of Mr. N. jones, did on the year and day aboye
specified, proceed to orvduin him as Clristian minister, by prayer and fmposition
of hands, and we recommend him to the blessing of God wherever he shall have
opportunity of employing his labours.—S. Bourn, Jos. Carpenter, J. Reyirolds, Jas.
Hancox, S. Phillips, /. Winter, Jos. Fowmnes, J. Jenkins, fob Orton.

During Jones’ ministry at Cradley the society was more numerous
than in any previous period of its existence ; though it somewhat declined
during his last year here in consequence of the attempts of the Methodists
to form a society in the neighbourhood. He was the first resident minister,
and in 1753 a convenient parsonage house, and a commodious building
for the accommodation of two schools were erected. In September, 1762,
he removed to Walsall, where he continued to labour until failing health
caused him to resign his pastoral care of that sociefy in 1785. He died
on 14 December, 1785, his funeral sermon being preached in the Old
Meeting-house, Walsall, by Samuel Griffiths, of Wolverhampton, from St.
Matthew xxv., 21. Jones gave certain volumes to Cradley, particulars of
them being preserved in this entry in the Register :— Wemorandum, 4.0,
1785, Frve wolumes Joliv of Foolds Synopsis Criticorum, Leigh's Critica Sacra,
and Limborc's Christiana Theologia were given by the Rev. Noak Jones Jor the
use of the Dissenting Minister of Cradley, for the time being.
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In 1762 Joseph Baker {(minister from 1750 at Beckinglon, Somerset)
succeeded Jones at Pensnet Meeting-house, For some years he bad a
suemerous audience, bul vavions circnmstances contribnied afterwards fo diminish
the nember. The Methodists erected a place of worship in Cradley in 1768.
An Episcopal Chapel was buill al Brievley Hill in 1767, ond several families,
whe resided in the parish of Kingswinford, were threafened with expuision from
thely farms and cotlages i they continned lo worship twith fie dissenters; and,
in 1783, some who had embraced the opinions of the Countess of Hunting-
don, formed a separate society in Cradley. Baker resigned his pulpit on
14 June, 1789, when his congregation presented him with the sum of z3
guineas. . He continued to preach occasionally at Cradley and to supply
other societies in the neighbourhood; and died on 2: January, 180z, and
at his particular request was buried in the ground belenging to the present
Chapel in Park Lane, which had been erected during the early years of
the ministry of bis successor.

On 2 May, 1789, a letter was sent on behalf of the society to James
Scott, who had nearly completed Ais studies af Daventry, inviting him io succeed
Joseph Baker, as minister at Cradley. Under a full conviction of the prepricty
of the measure, Scott cheerfully consented to comply with the invitation, and
preached for the first time as minister here on 21 June, 178¢. His ordina-
tion took place in Pensnet Meeting-house, on r1 May, 1790, in the presence
of a numerous audience, the society at this time consisting of some %o
families.  Mr. Griffiths, of Wolverfianiplon, introduced the service with a short
prayer ; M. Carpenler, of Stourbridge, proposed the questions ; Mr. Cole, formerly
of Welverfiamplon, conducled the ovdination prayer ; Mr. Scholefield, of Bivming-
ham, deltvered the charge from Titws di, 1 ,; Mr. Gentleman, of Kidderwanster,
preached from Romans xvi., 3; Mr. Amner, of Coseley, concluded with prayer;
and Mr, Proclor, of Oldbury, vead the hymuns.  The olher minislers present weve
Mr. Wood, of Dudiey; Mr. Nayior, of Sheffield ; Mr. Wood, of Rotlwell, and Mr.
Best, of Cradlecy. Oun the following Sunday standing to sing in public
worship, a custom just then introduced at Stourbridge Presbyterian Chape,
was recommended and adopted at Pensnet, where formerly :—

Sit to sing and sland to pray,
Was the true old Presbyterian way.

Early in the spring of 1794, the congregation, contemplating the
erection of a new place of worship, bought of Mr. John Brecknal the south



94

angle of the field situated in the middle of the village of Netherend. The
surn paid for the land was £30. In the course of the ensuing summer
the bricks were made upon the spot, and Mr. Brecknal dying soon after-
wards, the society availed itself of an opportunity, which then occurred,
of buying the remaining part of the field, for which an additional sum of
A100 was paid, This land was conveyed to and vested in the hands of
the trustees of the Pensnet Meeting-house. On 24 April, 1795, Scott
preached to his people from Nehemiah ii., 18 :—* Let us rise up and build.”
In the course of this sermon he observed that the place in which they
were assembled, though not of great antiquity, was very shightly con-
structed.  The pews in their decayed state could not be repaired without
much expense. The society was frequently incommoded, and sometimes
its worship disturbed by Aoods in the winter season, and convenient accom-
modation could not be obtained by all who wished to procure it. On the
following Tuesday, 26 April, the first stone of the present building was
laid in the presence of the trustees and all the children of the charity
schools.  The minister said, ** May God prosper this humble attempt to
promote His glory,” after which all present responded, '* Amen.”

The building operations were personally and carefully superintended
by Mr. Pargeter, of Foxcote. The closing service in Pensnet Meeting-
house was held on Sunday afternoon, 8 May, 1766 ; and on the fellowing
Sunday *fthe congregation of dissenters, denominated Preshyterians, Jately
assembling at the chapel on Pensnet Chace, adjoining the hamlet of Cradley,
opened their newly-erected place of worship, a structure in which elegant
simplicity and convenience are judiciously united.”® Scott conducted the
services, numerous congregations assembled, the Lord’s Supper was adminis-
tered in the morning, and fe afferncon sergice toas fniroduced by six bapifsms ;
and notice given that the chapel was duly registered. The former Meeting-
house at Pensnet was sold lor £160 to a society of Mr. Wesleys Methodists,
and the money appropriated by the trustees to the huilding of Park Lane
Chapel. The first subscription list in 1795 realised £312 os. 6d. towards
the building fund ; the second and final one in 1806 raised 247 15s. 6d.,
which, with {100 legacy of the late Mr. T Pargeter, sen., of Foxcole, AL roo
saved from the income of Stalling's ILstats, £160 purchase money of Pensnet,
and some few other items made a total of £1,020 35, 6d., which Aguidnted

*P.DLM., 1746,
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the burlding debt, thanks o the active cxertivns of Me. J. Pargeter and the libera!
contributions of the members and friends of fhe sociely.

From Scott's account of The Schools belonging fo the Fresbylerian Church,
we learn that a Charity School was founded in 1746 for the education of
30 poor children. Mr. John Creswell, of Stourbridge, was at that time
the principal benefactor ; he annually subscribed the sum of £4 165 od.
Jow the education of 12 childven in it chavity.  This school was for some
time conducted in a private house in Light Green. In 1753 a convenient
building was crected for its accommodation in the: village of Netherend,
mainly through the bencvolent exerifons of Mr. Ab. Crane, of Halesowen, a member
of the IEstablished Cluereh, which, in 1791, was regisiered as a place of
religious worship, occasional services being held there on Sunday evenings.
In consequence of the death of various subscribers and other circumsiances
it was judged expedient Lo suspend this institution in 1788, It was revived
in 1760, when two day schools were opened for the education of 3o boys
and zo girls. A Sunday school had been established in 1788, in which 3o
boys teceived instruction; in 1790 a Sunday school was opened for 20
girls.  An annual sermon was preached on behalf of these schools; at
that on 8 May, 1803, John Kentish preached, when an wnwsuwal concourse of
paople qoere present.  The Rew. W, Switton, vicar of Halesowen, atlended, after an
early seriice af his chuveh, and expressed himself mueh pleased.

[ 1807 Benjamin Carpenter succeeded Llerbert Jenkins as minister of
the Presbyterian congregation at Stourbridge, and at the same time became
co-pastor with Scott ar Cradley; an arrangement which continued with
mutual satisfaction to ministers and people until Carpenter’s death on 23
November, 18:16. He officiated alternately with Scott at Cradley and
Stourbridge.

An entry by Thomas Warren in the Alcester Register (see p. 16) states
that he was abowt 1817 assistant urinisier of the Preshyteriain Chapel af Cradiey,
and of which { am a trusfee. This corresponds with his ministry from 1817
to 1821 at Stourbridge Presbyterian Chapel, where he succeeded Carpenter
as co-pastor with Scoit, who was ove of the ministers there from 1807
until his death.

Scott’s long and happy connection of 38 years with the Cradley society
was only severed by his death on 19 December, 1827. As will be seen,
when we come fo the story of the Lye society, one of Scott’s chief labours
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was the successful establishment of religious worship in that village.
From 1807 until his death he was secretary to the Montily Mreeting of
the Protestant Dissenting Ministers of Warwickshire and the neighbouring
counties, which held its first recorded Cradley meeting on the occasion
of his ordination in May, 1790, and its second meeting there on g Novem-
ber wext, when Richard Amner, of Coseley, preached from St. Luke xvi.,
1, and the assembled brethren afterwards discussed the question—

Whether there is sufficient evidence that the gift of inspiration was given
to & person of a bad character?

For many years past the Mowthly Meeting has been regularly held at
Cradiey on Easter Tuesday, In recording Scott’s death in their minute
book the ministers exgress lheir sense of Mis distinguished excellenties as a
Chwistian and a Christian pasior, and hope they shall never forgel his kindwess
and candour to them personally, kiv faith which wrought by love to God and
man, and his ferpent and persevering, s well-regulated and wwell-divected seal,

Scott was a born antiquary and historian, he never seems to have let
even the most trivial events in his congregations’ histories pass unrecorded,
with the result that as time goes on his manuscripts and records become
of the greatest value. Had all old and modern societies been so fortunate
as to own great, heavy, substantial volumes such as are the priceless
treasures of Cradley in its MS. History of Cradiey Presbyterian Church, by
James Scott; of Stourbridge in its 3 MS. vols. of Records of the Freshyterian
Church, by James and William Scott ; of Liverpool in the Orgin and History
of the Sociely of Unitarian Christians assembling in the Chapel in Renshaw Streel,
by Henry Taylor; and of Whitchurch in the Rewrd Bosk, containing a
copy of nigh everything printed or issued there by the Church of 2he Saviour,
the task of historians would be far easier than it generally is.

The extremely valuable volume, owned by the Cradley society and
deposited in the care of the minister for the time being, is enriched with
water colour drawings, engravings and portraits, as well as containing
important notes by Scott on the histories of neighbouring societies.

The volumes containing the register of Cradley baptisms, 1789-1817,
and the first portion of the register, 1818-1837, bear silent testimony like-
wise to Scott's minute care and exactness. From the first of his entries
on 23 May, 1790, to his last on 1z December, 1827—but one week before
his death--he records the baptisms of some 1,030 infants at his hands.
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Ris Remarks on Anclent Regisfers are here transcribed from the first page of
the earlier of the two registers :—

Regusters mere fivst ordered fo be kept i Greal Britain and Freland in the
Year 1538, in the regu of Hempy VIZE Their wtility & manifest.  They greatly
assisl al any fime In ascerlatning the pepulation of the Kingdom, or of any parilicular
district,  They are in many cases appealed to as valwable evidence in courts of
Sudicature ; and freguently contribute io the safisfaction of individvals. I wmust
indecd be acknowledged thal in some parishes and dissenitng congrigations these
Records have not been uniformly kep? with that regularity and exactness which
therr imporiance demands.

This remark is exemplified in the kistory of the Preshyterian Chapel in Cradiey.
My, Basset, the first stated minister, settled A.D. 1707, and died rpyy. No
Kegtster during this period has ye! been found.  Mr. Fownes succeeded himt in
1736 on his semoval fo Shrewwsbury, Mr. Jones settied ai Cradley in 1748, who
was succceded by My, Baker in 1762, During rthese wmministrations most of the
children belonging lo the society were baptived by the Dissenting Ministers of
Stourbridge.

[Between 1736 and 1777 inclusive, 63 Cradley children, 37 m.
and 26 f. are entered in the Stourbridge Register. G.E.E.]

7t appears thal the number aclually registered s very inconsiderable, and that
for seweral long intervals no baptisms are recorded.  From (he year 1777 fo
I7Q0 a chasm remains, which cannol yef be filled wp. Bul if v alse a fact that
during the whele of the period under consideration the ministers of Cradiey baptized
many children, and inserted their names on detached papers.  Showld anmy of
these be rescued from oblivion they will be transcribed in the following pages.
—/. Seotl.

The interval between Scott’s death and William Bowen’s settlement as
mioister was filled by Alexander Paterson, whose entries in the register
extend from 6 Jaouary to 14 Sentember, 1828; John Sinclair Hyndman
(minister at Billingshurst, 1810), whese first entry in the register is dated
28 September, 1828, and his last on zo September, 1829 ; and by Robert
Kell, then resident without charge in Birmingham, from 20 September to
27 December, 1829. Hyndman was first preacher at the Dudley Double
Lecture, on Tuesday, 9 June, 1829, his subject being “ On Man’s Intel-
lectual and Moral Resemblance to God,” James lii., 9.
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William Bowen, who married a davghter of Dr. Priestley’s son, Joseph,
came to Cradley in 1828, and was for 2z years minister of this society ;
when, alter a few years at Kingswood Chapel, he emigrated to Australia.
His son, Aubrey (4. 1893)—

acquired a great repulation as an opthalmic surgeon, and became ome of
the recogwised leaders in that speciality in Australia, his practice not being
confined to his own colony, bul extending to Tasmania and New Souwb
Wales.”

The sweet memories of William Cochrane, and of his long, happy
ministry here, are still fresh in the place.

The pewter communion plate consists of —Chalices (2), pewter, 5}4ins.
tall, bell, stem, foot; inscription on bell, between handles :—
Parx Lane CrapEr,
CrapLEY.
1796.
Patens {2), pewter, gins. diameter; same inscription. Flagon (1}, pewter,
10l4ins. tall, lid, beak, handle; same inseription under beak.

REGISTERS.
1. Births and Baptisms 178g-1817
[I. Births and Baptisms 181:8-1837

Josian Bassgr, b 1683; ord. 17073 min. Cradley, t704-1735: = Mrs. Allen.
bur. 16 October, 1733, in St. Martio’s Church Yard, Birmingham,
of. Seedsower, 1894, p. 11; St. Mariin's Ch, Register.

JosErn FOownsES, see Shrewsbury.

Noad JONES, & 1925, in parish of Betlws, Caermarthenshire, ed. Pres. Coll, Caer-
marthen, 1742-1745; min. Newtown, Montgomeryshire, 1745-1748 ; Cradley, 1748-176z2 ;
Walsall, 1762-1984.

. 14 December, 1985 ; bur. at Walsall.
of. M.S.C., p. 165; Seedsoiver, 1894, p. 12,

JosEru Bakgr, min. Beckington, Somerset, 1750-1762; Cradley, 1762-178q.
4. 21 )Japuary, t8o3; bur. Park Lane Chapel Yard,

¢fs Seedsower, p. Bogy pr 12

¥British Medical Journal, 1893,

o5

James ScoTT, & 4 March, 1768, in Stourbridge; ed. Daventry Academy, by Thomas
Belsham, 28 August, 1984-17589; ord. 11 May, 1790; min. Cradley, 21 June, 1789~
1 December, 1827 ; Stourbridge, 18o07-1827.
4. 19 December, 1827 ; bur. Stourbridge, Presbylerian Chapel Yard.

¢t G.R., 1828, pp. 39, 68; 1830, p. 130,
BENjaMI® CARPENTER, see Stourbridge.
Tnownas WARREN, see Alcester.

WiLriam Bowenw, 4. 18 July, i8oo, at Walsall; ed. Giasgew; York, M.C., 1821-1823;
M.A. Glus,, 1827 ; min. Coveniry, 1823-1828; Cradley, 1828-1850: Lyve, 18281850 ;
Kingswood, 1851-1857; school at Edgbasion [1B51-1857]; emigrated, Ansiralia; .
daughter of Joseph Priestley, of Cradiey ; Issue, Aubrey (4. 1893).

¢ Roll of Students ; Sewitower, 1893, p. 157 3 Walsall, Old Meeling-house Register.

WiLLiam CocHRarEg, & [Big] at Rademon. Co, Down; ed. Rademon Academy, by
Avthur Nelson, Belfast Royal Academical [nstitution ; min. Wisbegach ; Aberdeen,
1846-184% ; Cradley, 185018385 ; Lye, 18501866 ; o, Jane {4. 1887}, daughter of Fletcher
Blakely, M. A, {min. Moneyrea. 1806-1862) ; Issue, Wiltiam Blakely, M.R.C.5. («. 1873),
and a daughter.

d. 18 October, 1890, wt. 71; bur. Cradiey, Park Lane Chapel Yard.

et Ing., 1800, p. 706.

Jonn James WRIGHT, 6. 29 May, 1854, at Churchtown, nr. Southport; ed. U.M.M.B.,
1874-1876; ord., 1876 ; min. Leicester, Wellington Streer, 1876-1879; Belfast, Mount
Pottinger, 1879-1887; Cradley, 1883-1884; Bolton, Commission Street, 1884-18g0;
Aiherton, Chowbent Chapel, 18g1- i m, (20 April, 1876} Annie, eldest daughter
of John Sandham, of Newchurch in Rossendale; Issue, Agnes Ellen, Charles Moore.

ef. Reeownd, p. 14,

James CrossLEY, see Birmingham, Church of the Messiah.

ARTHUR ELLis O'Coxnor, ed. Geneva University ; B.DM; mwin. Halstead, 88g-18g: ;
Cradley, 1891-1804 ; Moira, Ce. Down, 1894-18¢8 : Torguay, 1895- ; m, and has
issue.

¢f. personal knowledge.

Epwarp POTTER HaLL, 4. 17 September, 1855, at Wortley, Lee;.is; ed. 5t. joseph's
Colleges (Order of Brothers of Christian Schools), SL Lowis and Memphis, U.S.A.,
1872-1875 ; ord. August, 1876 ; min. Loughborough, i880-1883 ; Lancaster, 18831887 ;
Trowbridge, Wilts., 1889-18g3: Cradiey, 18g4- i m. (March, 1884) Alice Marian,
daughter of Frank White, of Loughborough; Issue, Edward White, Winilred Tumer,
Frank Sharman, Alice Evershed.

ef. Record, p. 84,
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Torocraruy.

MS. History of Cradley Preshylerian Chusch, James Scott, 1800.

NoTe.—This valeable folio is in the cuslody for the time being of the minister of
this society.

M.R., 1B17, p. 6.

Early History of the Presbyterian Congregation, Stowrbridge, A. W. Worth-
ington, B.A., 1888, i, pp. 4, 12

Seedsorwer, 1894~95, pp- 11, 25.
Vestiges, p. 60.
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DUDLEY.—0O1.p MEETING-HOUSE.

QOpened, 1702 ; burned by rioters, 18 July, 1715; re-built, 1717, with
Government aid.

Restored and re-opened, 12 December, 186¢.

MINISTERS.

John Southwell -1687?
William Willetts -1700
Joseph Stokes vr17012-174%
James Hancox 1733-1769
Wiliiam Denny Wood 1771-1804
James Llews Bransby 18035-1828
Samuel Bache 182g9-1832
John Palmer, B.A. ... 1833-1852
Richard Shaen, M.A. 1852-1855%
Samue! Coulter Davison, Ph.ID. 1857-1860
John Thomas, M.A. ... 1860-1861
Maithew Gibson 1861-1886
Harold Rylett 1887-188g
John Briggs Llovd ... 18go-1892
Arrowsmith Hyde Shelley ... 1893-

Immediately after, 2nd in consequence of the passing of the Act of
Uniformity in 1662, the Dudley Double Lecture was instituted by certain
ejected ministers of this neighbourhood, in commemoration of that event,
and with the view of maintaining and extending the principles of dissent.
No minister, be it remembered in passing, was ejected for conscience sake
from Dudley. James Scott in his MS. History of Cradley Presbytevian Church,
in alluding to some of the neighbouring societies, says, of Dudley :— The
Rew, J. | W] Willets preached in the house of Mr. Jos. Swith, sitwated on the
lirnpthe road feading to Wolveriamplon., Fere a wepnlar sodely was formed, and
the cfected winisters in {he neighbourhood agreed lo preach a dewudle lecluve on
Whitsun Tuesday, which, after the venoval of the socicty te the Chapel in PDudley,
has been ever since continued Hhere,
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[t was not until 1866 that this Double Lecture was discontinued, and
Dudiey was then included as one of the regular places of the Monthly
Meeting. The minutes are complete from 1776, and there are other
scattered references so far back as 1723

The frst meeting-house for the Dudley society was built in 1702, It
had but a short life, being destroyed in the Sacheverell Riots, on 18 July,
1715, soon after the accession of George . An old account® relates how
*“the mobbe came on to Dudley on the 17 July, and the town mobbe
Joined them, crying, 'downe with the Roundheads’ and ‘for Highe Church
and Dr. Sacheverall.” The mobbe brake downe the gatts. . . and about
eleven a’clock at nighte sett fire to the Lwo great pillars that bearz up
the roofe, which fell at two a'clock.”

The meeting-houses so destroyed had te be replaced with Government
aid, 4340 12s. 4d. being granted by Parliament for the rebuilding of
that at Dudley, which was finished ia 1717 at a cost of Lz2g9g9 1ys. 2d
fames Scott says that at the sawme tivie as the chapel twas rebuill by Goverin-
wmenl @ parsonage: was erecled, which has been laken down and another purcinsed.
Mr. Amphiet, of Heywwod Hall, was a principal contridutor lo the evection both
of the chapel and house.  After the rebuilding expenses of the meeting-house
had been paid, and other damages made good, there remained a balance
in hands of the trustees of 415 155 4d., which sum set them about the
building of this first parsonage. It was afterwards converted to the purpose
of, and was used for many years as the General Post Office for Dudley.
The old parsonage house is now occupied as offices. Part of the site of
the Old Meeting-house property was lermerly occupied by the old school
of industry pupils and cottages; on which site were built Parsons’ Schools
and two messuages.

Some of the old families in Dudley possess relics and curlosities of
the burnt meeting-house, in the shape of oaken stands and curious boxes
made from the ponderous timbers, which were not entirely consumed in
the conflagration.

The meeting-house remained as rebuilt until 186g, when it was closed
for more than six months to allow of complete alterations and geoeral
renovation. Not a single feaiure of the interior of the meeting-house

*Reprinted, Inquirer, 11 December, 186g.
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remained ; the high box-like pews gave way to the present ones, and the
former organ was replaced by a new one, built by Messrs. Bishop and
Starr, of London, The original walls were left and cemented at the same
time ; the total cost of the restoration being about £1,000, towards which
amount a member of the society had bequeathed /£400. At the re-opening
services, on Sunday, 12 December, 186g, the preacher was the late William
James, minister of Lewin’s Mead, Bristol.

John Southwell, first minister of the society, came te Dudley from
Kidderminster, and in 1688 removed to Newbury, where he remained, til]
his death about 1694, minister of the society now worshipping in Toomer's
Court. He was nephew of Richard Southwell, ejected from Baswick in
Staffordshire, who, after his ejection, lived at Doddington, between Ather-
stone and Leicester.

William Willetts, the next minister, died of a decline on g March,
1553-  According to an old manuscript, alluded to by Mr. Arthur A.
Rolason in the Dudley Herald, 30 April, 1808, the following epitaph was
to be seen many years ago in the Dudley Parish Chureh Yard, but has
since disappeared :—

The Rev. Mr. William Wilietts, an hospiiable faithful minister in Dudley,
who, at the age of 36, fell asleep, 1700
So sleep the saints—the body’s kill'd,
The soul with vast enjoyments flV'd;
But know, vain scul and sleepy sot,
Thy judge and judgment sleepeth not :
Then wake from sin.

Joseph Stokes, ordained in 1691, is “our minister’ {in original agree-
ment) in October, 1701, the meeting-house was built for him in 1702, he
wag blind from 1733, and died in 174%  Mr, Rollasen thinks that on
further research it will be found that Nathaniel Stokes followed Willetts
as minister. The Dudley Parish Registers record the burial of Nathaniel
Stokes, dissenting mioister, on 1§ April, 1712, but, on the other hand,
the generally accurate MSS. of james Scott make no reference to him as
minister of the society, nor does his name appear in the Lisés of Preshylerian,
Independent, and Baptist Congregalions in England, prepared for Dr. John
Evans, 1714-1729, whilst Dr. Toulmin® says  Mr. Joseph Stokes, who

*Historical View, 1814, p. 561,
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succeeded Mr. Willetts at Dudley,” &c. [n the face of this direct reference,
and in the absence of any respecting Nathaniel Stokes being minister of
the Old Meeling, the author feels no difficulty in dismissing him and in
saying he was not minister to this society,

The Stokes family must have continued their connection with the
meeting-house lor many years, as the register of burials, in the ground
connected with it, amongst others records that Joseph Stokes, of Dudley,
aged 21 years, died 4 January, 1815 ; Benjamin Stokes, of Dudley, died
21 May, buried 26 May, 1837; Fanny Stokes, of Dudley, aged 64, died
28 September, buried 2z October, 1857; whilst there are numerous enlries
iv the baptismal register referring to families of this name.

James Hancox, who had mipistered to the societies at Bloxham and
Milton, in Oxfordshire, from 1726, removed to Dudley in 1733 on the

occasion of —
his father dying and leaving a wile and family, that he might be near them

to assist bis mother in carrying on his father's busingss for the benefit of
the famity.®
He was ordained in Dudley, at the same time as Joseph Fownes, on
20 April, 1743, baving been appointed minister of the society—either as
assistant to or co-pastor with blind Joseph Stokes—in 1733. He died on
2y September, 1709, ®t. 67. His daughter, Anne, became the second wife
of Bepjamin Carpenter.

Cne of Hancox’s entries in the Register of Baptisms is to the effect
that Bempamin Harrison, Father of the above registered Saral Harvison, twas
baptized rq April, I1pgs, 1 wot being hnewn He had not been baplized in ks
{ufancy till after the Baptism of his child.

The silver chalices, still used by the worshippers, were given to the
society during his ministry in 1751 by ‘“‘Mrc. L¥F.*,” most probably John
Finch, a succession of that name being prominent in the society from tyz2
to 1840.

After a short vacancy, supplied by Mr. Tindall, William Denny Wood
was appointed minister in 1771, and held office until 1804, when he was
paralysed. Judging by the number of his entries in the Register of Bap-
tisms his ministry was an active one. [t was also one which covered a
period of various notable events in the district. The year 1782 saw the

¥M.R., 1824, p. 264.
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establishment of the Monthly Meeting, the fourth gathering of which was
held at Dudley, on 6 August, wher Samuel Griffiths, minister of the
society in John Street, Wolverhampton, preached from Romans i., 16; and
at the seventh, on 3 December following, at Wolverhampton, Wood was
the preacher, his text being Psalm xxxvii., 3. The minutes of the Monthly
Meeting show that Wood preached no fewer than 1o times at its gather-
ings between 178z and 1804, in addition to delivering the charge on the
occasion of the ordination of Thomas Bowen and Wm, Tullideph Procter
at Walsall, on g June, 1802. He was one of the Cldbury Double Lecturers
on three occasions. During his ministry some notable men preached the
Dudley Double Lecture, viz., Dr. Priestley io 1780, who, it is especially
recorded, was also amongst the ministers present in 1787 when certain
regulations as to the conducting of the lectures were agreed upon, and
who prayed at the lecture of 1788; Thomas Belsham, “late of Worcester,”
in 1782; and Thomas Barnes, D.D., of Manchester, in 1799.

Referring to this lecture by Dr. Priestley, the Rev. Wm. Sunderland
Smith, minister at Aptrim, and uncle to Mrs. Rollason, writes, as follows,
to the author:— 37 Ccloder, 1808.

An old Coseley friend of the long, long ago—Daniel Whiitehouse—iold me
several (fmes of his going over fo Dudley with his father to kear D Priestley
at this time.  Awnd he could deseribe the appearance of the doclor wery minutely
from the fmpression them wmode wpon him, wery young as fe was; jfor as the
preacher ascended the pulpit steps the father, with wuch pride, directed the atfention
of the children fo him, and said, * See, fhat is the greal and good Dy, Priestley.
An wncle, ov a cousin of . Whitehouse, ifved for some time in the home of
LPricstley when in Birmingham., An account of this appeared in the Christian
Life a couple of years ago, or thercabouts.

The Priestley Riots in Birmingham took place in July, ryg1; a few
weeks after, on g August, Wood preached at the Monthly Meeting at
Oldbury from the text, Acts xx., 24 :—

But none of theye things move me, neither count [ my life dear unto myself,
so ihat [ might fnish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have
received of the Lord Jesus, to lestily the gospel of the grace of Ged.

James Hews Bransby was son of John Bransby (4. 1837), of Ipswich,
an instrument maker, a fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society., He
was educated in the academy maintained at Exeter from 17gg to 1804 by
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the Revs. Timothy Kenrick and Joseph Bretland. At Moreton Hampstead,
where he was minister of the Presbyterian Society from 1804 to 1805, he
kept a school, amongst his first pupils being John Bowring, afterwards
Sir John Bowring. At Dudley, where he continued to keep a preparatory
school for boys, he was by no means unpopular, but his eccentricities
gradually excited censiderable remarks, particularly as be developed a
tendency which is perhaps best described as kleptomania. At leogth he
committed a breach of trust, involving forgery, which was condoned on
condition of his quitting Dudley for ever in 1828, He retired to Wales,
and supported himself by teaching, by editing a paper, and by odd jobs
of literary work. His peculiarities accompanied him in this department,
for he would borrow a manuscript and after improvements send it {o a
magazine as his own. An irresistible impulse led him, on one occasion,
to revisit Dudley for a few hours; as he stood gazing at his Old Meeting-
house he was recognised, but spared. Late in life he occasionally preached
again. He died very suddenly at Broo'r Hendref, near Carnarvon, on 4
November, 1847, ®t. 64. He left behind him a mass of very compromising
papers, which fell accidentally into the hands of Frankiin Baker, minister
of Bank Street Chapel, Bolton, 1823-1864, and were probably destroyed.*
Bransby, on eighteen occasions, preached before his brethren at the Monthly
Meeting, the last time being on 7 August, 1827, at Tamworth, when, from
St. John ix., 18, he delivered an appropriate festimony to the memory of Rew.
John Small, rq years winister of Coseley.t

Samuel Bache (see p. 56) remained here but a few years, being called
to Birmingham in 1832 as minister of the New Meeting.

John Palmer, whose ancestor—one of the Kentish family of Palmer—
came over to Ireland with William, Prince of Orange, was the eldest son
of Henry Palmer, Esquire, of Qld Court, Killotteran. Here, within three
miles of the city of Waterford, on the banks of river Suir, his early days
were passed, and, in due course, he proceeded to Trinity College, Dublin,
whither he used to ride from Waterford ; on one occasion his mother
accompanied him, the two being seated on a pillion. Palmer’s only son,
in a letter to the author on 1o September, 1898, says :—J see dn fhe “ Dudiey
Herald” thal there §s a dowbl as fo whelher my father veally took his degree of

*Dic. Nat, Biog., article by A.G.
TMS. Minutes, Monthly Meeting.
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B.A. My father was far loo fonourable to have adopted a degree lo which he
kad no daim.  He was prepared fo lake holy orderi in the Clurch of England
and freland, but threw up all his prospects of advancement from Ais conscientions
scruples ws fo the Athenasian Creed; he could nol sign his name fo the damna-
ton dlause.

On the death (5 February, 1831) of John Hincks, minister of Renshaw
Street Chapel, Liverpool, Palmer accepied an engagement as focum fenins
with that society. John Hamilton Thom having been appointed minister,
the worshippers presented Palmer with a piece of silver plate "“as a mark
of their esteem for his character, and gratitude for his services during a
temporary scjourn of four months in which he fulfilled the duties of their

pastor.”

Being an excellent mathematician and schofar he was elected tutor
in the Presbyterian Cotlege, Caermarthen, where he lived until his appoint-
ment at Dudley on 18 Fcbruary, 1833 At Caermarthen, in addition to
his duties at College, be also discharged those of minister to the society
then worshipping in Dark Gate, but since removed to Parkyvelvet Chapel,
Mansel Street. He was also the founder of the Welsiman, a weekly paper
still regularly issued, of which he was first editor.

In Dudley he soon made his power felt—

as a good and pleasant preacher; and during the g9 years he held the
appointmenl he sccured the esteem and regard of all good citizens. ®

He kept a school, to which many of the leading families of the dis-
trict—Dixon, Hodgetts, Holcroft, Woed, Jones, &c., sent their sons. He
was a frequent and acceptable lecturer at the Mechanics’ Institute, and
entered heartily into the life of the working men of the town, who, to
their honour, be it recorded, raised by a penny subscription amongst them-
selves a sufficient sum to give him a golden snuff box, inscribed :—Presented
to John Palmer, Esq., A.B., by the the members of the Dudley Freehold
Land Society, as a testimony of respect, and in acknowledgment of hijs
valuable services as their chairman—i2 April, 1852, And "“warmly-attached
friends, on the occasion of his leaving this country,” presented him with a
service of silver plate on 15 April, 1852,

*Dadley Herall, 23 April, 18g8.
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During his Dudley ministry he twice preached at the Oldbury Double
Lecture ; in 1835 with William Bowen, of Cradley, and in 1848 with James
Cranbrook, of Birmingham. At the Monthly Meeting he preached on six
occasions.

He left Dudley and the ministcy on his appointment as Her Majesty’s
Treasurer of Dominica, which office he held until failing health—the result
of a sunstroke—compelled his retirement in 1866. His power of versifica-
tion, which had shewn itseif early io his Caermarthen days, asserted itself
again in Dominica, when, on g9 March, 1861, there was printed on blue
broadsides, ** Prince Allred's Welcome to the West Indies.” The Prince
sent his tutor, Sir John Cowell, to compliment Palmer on his ** Welceme,”
and to say he would present the verses to the Queen.

PRINCE ALFRED'S WELCOME*
To the

WEsT IwDIES.

Welcome, young Prince—our sacond Hope—upon whose brow we trace
The fond lamiliar lineaments of England's Royal race.

Most welcome for thy Mothet's sake—in whom each grace is seen,

In one combined—that best become—the Mother, Wife, and Queen,
And welcome for thy honour'd Sire—beneath whose fostering care
Science and arls approach the throne and find a Patron there.
Welcome for him, Imperial Briiain's foremost boast and pride,

The promisc to a [uture age, by favoring Heaven supplied.

A thousand welcomes, gentle Prince,—not for their sakes alone,
Accept from Tropic hearts and tongues, thou'rt weicome for thy own,

Thy Ships hold converse with the sound of ocean's loudest cries,
Their meteor Pennants fAoat aloft—communing with the skies,

Say, whither can they bear thee, Son of England's Royal race,
Where the wild ery of joy is hushed and gratulations cease ?

Sail you thro' Britain's Tropic Isles, these Cyclads of the earth,
Ten thousand longues salute thee there, with shouts of loyal mirth.
8ail you thro’ alien lands—e'en there, no alien heart you find,

Your Mother's virtues there are fell, and rule ecach willing mind.
In love and reverence for her, do zll with thee combine,

And the great heart of nations throbs in sympathy with thine,

*From one of the original blue broadsides, genes, G.E.E.
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Born for thyself thou art not Prince,—thy faith ihy Mother plights,

Thy energies, thy life, thy all—to man—t{o human rights ;

But siill, thy lov'd, thy nalive land-—her interests claim thee first,—
Whera our heroic Sires of old, saw Infant Freedom nors'd ;—

Watched palient by her rugged couch,—till they beheld arise—

An Angel Form—to earth espoused—tho’ fitted for the skies.

Aid her bright mission to mankind—the task is all divine—

A greatness looms before her path—OQO | be that greatness thine.
Glorious the Prince, who makes ber cause his care, his boast, his pride ;
Glorious the Queen, who reigns o'er lands, by Freedom sanctifed,

Alfred ! O Prince, a name is thine—ihe watchword of the ree—
Promise and piedge of future things, thy country seceks from thee.
Like the greal Saxon, from thy mind casl off successless sloth;
Rival his pairiot life and let one halo wreathe you both,

Shape thy young manhood to his type,—and may thy aims sublime
Prove that the greatness of the past survives the lapse of time.
Be Alfred, virtue's synonym—C ! let the word express

The exalted soul—and deeds achieved for human happiness,—
Like him—let virtue's rogged path, be that alone to Fame,

Till our lov'd land beholds revived—Llhe glory with (he name.

JINC. PALMER.
Dominica, gth March, 1861.

During his residence in the island, yellow fever carried off his two
daughters, Aphra and Mary. On his return he settled at Waterford, where
he died in his house on the Mall on 8 March, 1869, having a short while
before become a member of the Protestant Church in Ireland, of which his
son is rector of Kilnahue parish, co. Wexford.  Palmer was twice married,
his second wife, who still (1808) lives hale and hearty with her son at
Hollyfort rectory, being sister to the late Rev. John Gordon.

Samuel Coulter Davison was the eldest son of David Davison, M.A.
(4. 1858), the successor of Abraham Rees, D.D., as minister of Jewin
Street, or Old Jewry Chapel, London. From 1847 to 1856 he was Hebrew,
German and English tutor at the Presbyterian College, Caermarthen, the
annual examinations of which had been conducted by his father for a
quarter of a century with great ability, and with marked advantage to the
College. On resigning his post at Caermarthen Dr, Davisen entered the
ministry, received Presbyterian ordination in [reland, and ministered at
Dudley from :857 to 1860, when he resigned, and, without taking active
charge again, died in London, on 23 January, 1874.
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John Thomas was of Cornish exiraction though born in Stockport,
where he became head boy of the Grammar School, and gave signs of
that natural taste for music, which remained the passion and the recreation
of his life. He graduated at Cambridge, after which he travelled for two
years on the Continent, his violin being his constant companion. He then
took Anglican orders, and was for two years curate at St. George's Church,
Manchester, and alterwards of Irsden, in Northumberland. His theological
views, always rationalistic, led him to abandon his position in the Church
of England, and after preaching with much acceptance in the New Gravel
Pit Chapel, Hackpey, and Clarence Road Church, Kentish Town, where he
lefi a very favourable impression of his piety and his professional ability,
he became minister at Dudley in 186c. In 1862, after six months' ministry
at Hastings, he settled at Huddersfield, where he remained in charge of
the Fitzwilliam Street society until his lamented death on =25 October,
1884.

OFf Richard Shaen, Matthew Gibson and John Briggs Lloyd—in his
boyhood one of the scholars of the author’s father, first at Bridgend and
then at Colyton, Devon—who have but so recently passed into the Nearer
Presence, let not their gentle shades be disturbed.

An interesting and important record came to light through the recent
publication of the old non-parochial registers of Dudley. [n the register
of the Dudley Old Meeting-house is the entry of the baptism of George
Parker, son of Willilam and Elizabeth Bidder, of Moreton Hampstead, on
the 6th July, 1806, with a note that i the 8k year of iis age George Parker
Bidder discovered swvprising skit! fn menmlql awrithmetic,.  This George Parker
Bidder was no other than the great civil engineer and partner with George
and Robert Stephenson, of railway fame, and the father of the late George
Parker Bidder, Q.C. The history of the entry in the Dudley Old Meeting-
house register s not at all surprising when it is remembered that the Mr.
Bransby, minister at Dudley at that time, was previously minister al Cross
Chapel, Moreton Hampstead, in Devonshire, where there was no settled
minister, after Mr. Bransby, for about ten years. It was on Mr. Bransby’s
occasional visits to DMoreton Hampstead that he baptized several infants
there and entered them in his register at Dudley. Whoever would have
thought in those pre-civil-registration times of searching the registers at
Dudley for a baptism of a child in Devonshire? The Registration Acts
were passed none too scon.

Ir
BAYLIES'S CHARITY SCHOOL.

By indenture, dated 6 and 7 September, 1732, Robert Baylies, a lime
burner, of Dudley, his brother Samuel, and his sister Anne, conveyed to
John Finch and six others various lands and messuages in trust, which,
after their deaths, should enable the trustees to ‘‘establish and set up a
free charity school in the parish of St. Edmund, in Dudley, for teaching,
instructing, and clothing 50 poor boys, to be elected and chosen out of
the parishes of the town and foreign of Dudley from such whose parents
should not be able to give them learning.” The boys were to be taught
in “the new building then lately erected by Samuel Baylies at the lower
end of his garden, next to Pease Lane'; the master to be elected '* should
be of sober life and conversation, of a great government of himself and
passions, capable of teaching, and one that should understand well the
grounds and principles of the Christian religion”; Lhe boys were to be
taught spelling, English, reading, writing, vulgar arithmetic, ihe knowledge
and practise of the Christian religion, and such other things as should be
most suitable to their conditions.

Just above the signatures of the plous brothers and sister is written
this final memorandum :— N8B, [t is the will of them, the said Robert Baylies,
Samnuel Baylies, and Anne Baylies, that all such poov boys who enfoy the benefit
of the school befere-menifoned, called Baplies's Charily School, shall alweys grve
ety atlendance cvery Lord's Day af the meeting-honse rn Dudley, af tie limes
of Dfvine service, and fo that end it is held proper for them fo wmicet al the school
atl nine o'cdock i the morning and af one tn the afternoon, and so fo atlend the
waster thither ; and, lastly, onr will is that each and every person clected for a
trusice shall be one of the dissenting party, or e low churcionan, and not
olherwise.”

On 11 September, 1733, Robert, Samuel and Anne Baylies, seeing that
the yearly income of the lands and houses '* was likely to be of consider-
ably greater amount than would suffice for teaching and clothing the poor
boys and defraying other incidental charges, were minded " by a deed
poll to give the trustees power to '‘put out some of the charity boys
apprentices in such trades, and with such sums of money and at such ages
as the trustees should think fit”; and they further ordered that the trustees
were {0 have an annual meeting ‘‘on Tuesday in Easter-week,” when “a
sum not exceeding 10s. should be laid out for a collation.”



112

On 16 and 17 June, 1736, Robert Baylies conveyed more property to
John Finch for the benefit of the school; and again, on 24 and 25 May,
1749, ** in order to make some better provision for the charity school,” he
conveyed to John Finch the house and gardens ' fronting to Castle Street,
Dudley, in which Robert Baylies then lived.”

By his will, dated 23 May, 1739, and proved 22 February, 1745, good
Robert Baylies was further mindful for the welfare of the school he had
so dearly at heart, and, in addition to bequests to its trustees and to the
trustees ‘‘of the meeting-house belonging to the society of Protestant
Dissenters called Presbyterians,” he directed his executors to pay 4350 to
the meeting-house trustees, who were to expend the interest of it ‘' yearly
in providing a dinner for the ministers who should attend the anrnual
lecture of the society in Dudley, commonly called the Double Lecture.”

By degrees the school rose in numbers, s¢ much so that about the
year 1820 the improvement of the funds of the charity was such as to
permit of the educating of over 200 boys, ““though only 50 were clothed
from the bounty.”

New premises became necessary, and in 1824 the familiar building,
with its two costumed boys in the niches over the doors, was built, at a
cost of about #£1,200, in Tower Street—formerly Pease Lane—‘ on part
of the property originally settled by Samuel Baylies.” This new school-
house was formerly opened on Monday, 22 March, 1824, on which occasion
an address was delivered by the Rev. James Hews Bransby, which was
subsequently printed by John Bransby, at Ipswich, and filled 36 pages 8vo.
At this time it was stated that there were '"between 230 and z40 boys
in the school, all supplied with books and stationery, instructed on the
Lancasterian system, and in the Christian religion. Although required to
attend the chapel on Sundays they are by no means all children of mem-
bers of the congregation. Fifty boys are clothed annually, each receiving
a cap, coat, trousers, two shirts, two pairs of stockings, and two pairs
of shoes, the cost of which amounts to about £2 on an average for each.
There are generally about five or six boys bound apprentice annually
without premium, but the trustees give each boy a suit of clothes, the
cost of which is about 30s. each.”

On 8 February, 1831, the surviving trustees were James Hews Bransby,
Joseph Hodgetts, Booth Xodgetts, and John Twamley, the elder; who
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then conveyed all the valuable trusts to Mark Bolton Hughes, Henry Hunt,
Thomas Yate Hunt, William Morris, John Twamley ihe younger, Oliver
Newey, Charles Twamley, Michael Hemming, and Richard Nicklin,

Later than this date it is not necessary to pursue the history of this
important trust, so admirably administered for the education of successive
generations of Dudley youths by the minister and members of the Old
Meeting.

One or two details are worthy of record. In 1781 Jobn Finch gave
£400 to the charity, which sum the trustees accepted for the purposes of
the trust. The master of the school has also been, from early years of the
nineteenth century at least, secretary of the Dudiey Book Society (p. 116);
which it is surmised may be coeval with the enlighlened family of Baylies.

A school of industry for girls was built on land purchased by the
mecting-house trustees ; the money necessary for the building, amounting
to upwards of £sco, was supplied from the funds of Baylies’s Charity.
This schoo! was entirely supported by voluntary subscriptions, and oaly
ceased its operations when the “ Daniel Parsons’ Schools™ were founded.

DANIEL PARSONS CHARITY.

By his will, dated 23 December, 1814, and proved in the Prerogative
Court of Canterbury on rg March, 1821, Daniel Parsons, nailmaster, of
Dudley, gave to his sister, Mary Parsons, and his friends, the Rev. James
Hews Bransby, Charles Finch {of Cambridge), and Henry Hunt {of West
Bromwich}, all his houses, lands and real estate upon trust to sell them
and to invest the proceeds, paying the interest to his sister Mary, for her
life, and after her death and the payment of certain legacies, including
one of “L100 to the trustees of the dissenting academy in York,” to pay
“out of the money then in their hands the sum of £10,000 of lawful
British money,” (0 24 trustees® fowards supporiing or establishing a school in
or near Wolverhampton Strect, in Dudiey, for the edveating of boys and givis,

*They were in order named in will :—Thomas Webb Hodgetts, James Hunt, Francis
Finch, Joseph Wainwright Hodgetts, James Whetsione, Mark Boiten Hughes, Benjamio
Stokes, Peter Homer, Robert Wallace, Major Parkes, John Lee, James William Cannon,
James Cooksey, Stephen Grainger, James Brettell, John Robinsen, Henry Woodhouse,
Peter Anthony Downing, Joseph Fleicher, James Gordon the younger, William Maurice,
all of the parish of Dudley; William Nicklin, William Nicklin the younger, of Tipton ;
and James Grafton, of Brettell Lape.

o
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befug the children of poor perions, who, fram tine lo time, for the time being,
should al the time of the admission of their children wpon the foundation of the
school to be established wnder that Jis will, be parishioners of and inhabitants
wilthin the parish of Dudley, ov within one mitle and a half ithereof, in writing,
reading, sewing, and avithmetic, and in dotling the same doys and givis.  The
trustees were also to elect some proper persons belonging to the society
of Protestant Dissenters in Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, of good
character, to be the master and mistress, who, afler their appointment,
should on every Sunday “attend the boys and girls to the said dissenting
meeting-house to hear divine worship”; and ‘“every morning and evening
prayers should be read te the boys and girls.” The trustees were to be
““men of integrity and honest reputation, and also members of the said
congregation of Protestant Dissenters attending the said meeting-house ;
and trustees of a certain piece of land [Inhedge] lately given by Daniel
Parsons for burial ground.”  Attached to the will are two memoranda,
stating among other things ¢ that every child belonging to the schools
should have given them every Sunday one penny loaf and a small piece
of cheese”; that fz20 should “be given in bread and herrings every
Christmas to the poor of Dudley and adjoining parish”; and that the
Sunday schoel, ** taught by Mr. Hallard be given ios, per week to buy a
dinner for jo children every Sunday,” and he '*gave the table cloths,
spoons, knives, and cups, &c., to the school for their use.”

Many years had to elapse before the school could be established, Miss
Mary Parsons died on 28 April, 1849, at the advanced age of g6 years, in
the house in Wolverhampton Street, and was buried in the Old Meeting-
house on 4 May, where, it is said, her brother, Daniel, was also buried.
After her death litigation followed, and it was not until 29 October, 1863,
that the scheme for the management and regulation of Daniel Parsons’
Schoels and for the application of the income thereof was directed by the
Vice-Chancellor, Sir Richard Torin Kindersley, by order made at Chambers
in certain suits, entitled “Hunt v. Parsons,’ * Hunl v. Isaae,’ and * Hunt
v. Houghton,” The full number of trustees is fifteen.¥ These were to

#The first set named in the scheme, in order as printed, were :—% James Huni,
William Nickiin the younger, Rev. Matthew Gibson, William Chrysostom Wood, Samuel
Holden Blackwell, Edward Grzinger, John Finch, George Thompson, Henry Wood,
Charles Wood, Josiah Southall, Henry Wright, Henry Bodin, John Williscroft, and
George Blunt, all of Dudley, and members of the Protestanl Dissenting Meeting-house
in Wolverhampton Street, Dudley.”
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remove so much of the premises then recently purchased by them from
the trustees of the Oid Meeting as was necessary, and erect suitable resi-
dences for the wmaster and mistress, and to make Lhe alterations and
additions necessary to convert the Girls' School of Industry, then established
there, into schools for boys and girls. The foundation boys and girls, not
less than 2o of each, were to be clothed yearly at an expense not exceed-
ing £z 108 od. per boy, and £z per girl.

Suitable prayers, to be approved by the trustees, are read every morning
and evening in the respective schools by the master and mistress, and all
the boys and girls are present once every Sunday at Divine worship in
the Otd Meeting.

No congregation meantioned in this book enjoys anything like so great
educational trusts as does this of the Dudley Old Meeting, in the Baylies’s
and Parsons’ Charities. Long may the trustees conlinue to discharge the
responsibilities cast upon them by these pious benefactors, and that with-
out fear or favour of their fellow townsmen, in their endeavour to train
aright the children committed to their charge in ‘“the knowledge and
practice of the Christian Religion.”

INHEDGE BURIAL GROUND.

On 1 January, 1811, Daniel Parsons conveyed to James Whetstone
and 23 other trustees certain shrubbery and pleasure grounds then in his
occupation, and known as the Inhedge, Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, to
be wused and enjoyed as a burial ground by a ceriain congregalion of Prolestant
Dissenters in Dudley now and lereafler assembling for worship at lhe meeling-
louse tn Wolverhampton Strees.  The extent of the land was some 471 yards
long and 21 yards broad, and in the whole 861 square yards. This trust
has been regularly kept up; at the appointment of trustees on 29 June,
1847, James Whetstone, Major Parkes, and William Nicklin, were the only
survivors of the original trustees; and of those then elected in 1847,
Charles Twamley, Edward Grainger, John Finch, and John Hodgetts Smith
were left to pass on the trust, on 19 September, 1881, when they elected
as their successors, the Rev. Matthew Gibsen, dissenting mioister ; George
Thompson, maltster and hop merchant; Henry Wood, grocer and provision
merchant ; William Partridge Greenway, ironmaster; Edward Harper, the
elder, iron merchant ; George Frederick Thompson, maltster and hop
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merchant ; John Williscroft, hatter ; John Richards, butcher ; George Talbot
Gibson, bank cashier; William Bodin, plumber and painter ; William
Summerhill, glass cutter ; James Whyte, insurance agent; William Halkia
Nightingale, iron merchant; William Henry Child, deputy town clerk ;
Charles Timings Finch, range knob manufacturer ; Edward Harper, the
younger, merchant’s clerk, all of Dudley ; John Whitehouse, solicitor, of
Tiptoen ; and Henry Hughes, ironmaster, of Sedgley.

DUDLEY BOOQK SOCIETY.

Intimately bound up with the history of the Old Meeting is that of
the Dudley Book Society, which emanated from it. Mr. Joseph Ridgway,
in his interesting article on the Book Society’s history,* says that the exact
date of its origin, and how it was brought about, are matiers mostly of
deduction from the following train of reasoning :—As our forefathers had
their social evenings at the most respectable hostelry of the towns in which
they resided—among kindred spirits—so we find Dudley no exception.
The chief tradesmen of that time met at the Saracen’s Head, at least the
nonconforming portion, where they smoked their pipes over a quiet tankard
of home-brewed ; talking over the events of the day, business, politics,
and religion. It was in such a region and under such circumslauces that
this society germed. This conjecture bears strong confirmation from the
fact that from the beginning of this century—the nineteenth—to the present
day this society has been located in the hotel mentioned, with only some
small interims—one at the Dudley Arms and again al the Bush Hotel.
Their meetings were monthly. Of the age of this society, it may be coeval
with the Baylies’s family. Why we may be allowed to think so is this:
in the first decade of this century it flourished as a society that had
existed a long time before. The ministers of the Old Meeting have gener-
ally been presidents. The society, however, is not a close one, it has
received into its company most sorts and conditions of men. The circu-
lation list of members comprehends every shade of creed and politics. In
that cosy meeting room of the society many schemes for the advancement
of education, reforms—municipal and parliamentary—have been hatched.
Church rates were opposed and some of the members suffered their goods

*Dudley Herald, 15 October, 1898,
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to be sold on principle. The change in the representation of the borough
was effected through the return of Mr. H. B. Sheridan. The Mechanics’
lnstitute was floated in premises once occupied by Mr. Joho Fiach, merchant,
who gave to the Old Meeting its silver communion chalices. The library
of the Old Meeting was lent as a nucleus of the present library; and on
the School Board and in the Council Chamber members have done much

honourable work.

Its secretaries in the nineteenth century include—Mr. Wm. Maurice,
elected at the annua! dinner in 805 ; Mr, Joseph Piichfork, elected in 1836;
the late town clerk, Mr. W. H. Brooke, 1856-186c; Mr. Joseph Ridgway,
1860-18gz ; and Mr, H. A. Lewis, the present master of Baylies's Charity
School.  The health of the society has been well maintained through the
century, and shows no signs of age nor decadence. Its membership has
been maintained—circling round twenty, More members have been tried,
but the books were too long in circulating. Floreat !

THEE DUDLEY DOUBLE LECTURE.
1723-1865.

The late James Scott, minister, Park Lane Chapel, Cradley, (¢.7.),
1780-1827, says, in his MS. history of that society, © The Kew. J. Willets
preached in the fouse of My, Jos. Smith, situnted on the furnpike voad leading to
Welverkampton [ from Dudley).  Here a wegular sociely was formed ; and the
efected wiinisters sn the neighbourfood agreed lo préach a double lecture on Whitsun
Tuesday, which, after the removal of the society fo the Chapel sn Dudley, has deen
ever since continued there

In the original minute book {(now in keeping of the secretary for the
time being of the Monthly Meeting of Protestant Dissenting Ministers of
Warwickshire and neighbouring Counties, established 1782) there is this
note on p. g : %1 find that the Dudley Dowble Leclure took place immediately
after, and n consequence of, the Act of Conformily being passed, i.e., 1662. That
it was established by the ciected ministers of Pudley [no minister was ejected
from Dudley] and the wneighbonrhood in commenmoration of that event, and with
the wfew of wmatnlatmng and extonding the prindpies of dissent. We have we
acconnt of minutes before 1723, bul T have ascerfained the following—i723, 758,

7769, £770, t773."—j |ohn] Plalmer].
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Also this note under the year 1987, “ 4¢ the meeting at Dudley Dowble
Lecture, May 29th, 1787, preseni :—Mvr. Blythe, Mr. Hawkes, My, Baler, Dr.
Priestley, Mr. Scholefield, Mr. Emans, My, Cole, Mr. Amner, Mr. Wood, Mr
Gentleman, Mr. Procter, Mr. Severn, Mv. Carpenter, Mr. Grifiths, Mr. Beasly.

“ Resolyed —

“ That ye FPerions whe preack shall have ye Nomination of the Preachers for the
year follewing, :

© That ye Sentor ef the Preackers shall pray the year following, unlesi absent, in ok
case ye other shall perforim ye same dufy,

 That every Minister allending ye Lectuve produce w Sersnon af the Minister's honse
a guartey befire cleven o'dlock, and that ke be censured fn case ke do mof, by the

Senior Preacher,

“ That in case cither of ye appointed Preachers be absent, he whe has not preached
Jor ye lougest time shi toke kis turn.  This rule fo apply, if doth Premhers of
the last year be absent, to the devotional Service,

W Fhat these vules de read over by the Ministers of yv place at every Lectnre.
$O7Eds e with of s here present that these wules be read owr and adopted at
Oldbury.”
In 1866 this lecture was discontinued, and Dudley was included as one
of the regular places of the Monthly Meeling.

A list of the lecturers, fragmentary from 1723, but complete from 1777,
is given in Pestiges, pp. 344-351-

PLATE,

Chalices (2}, silver, 634ins. tall, bell, stem, foot. Inscription between

handles :(—
G1vEN

For THE Use oF DunLey MEeTING,
BY Mr. I¥F*
1751,
London date letter, 1751-52.
Paten (1), electro, gins. diameter, stem, round foot. Inscription in

cenire —
Oup MEeeTine House, DUDLEY,

1853,
Flagon (), electro, 10}4ins. tall, plain bedy, band round lower half,
lid, handle, beak ; same ioscription and date as paten.
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REGISTERS.
) I. Baptisms 1743-1772
II. Births and Baptism 1775-1837
Burials ... 1811-1835

JouN SOUTHWELL, ed. Sheriff Hales Academy, by John Woodhouse ; chaplain to Philip
Foley, of Prestwood, Esq.; assistant to Mr. Woodhouse ; master of an academy at
Kidderminster, which he removed to Dudley ; min. Dudley, -1667? ; Newbuory,
16881604 ; . of a consumption about 1694, at Newbury, =t about 3a.
¢ Historical View of Protestant Dissenters, Joshua Toulmin, D.D., 814, . 567;

C.R., 1832, p. 276.

WiLLiay WILLETTS, 4. [1684] ; ed. Sheniff Hales Academy by Joha Woodhouse: min.
Dudley, -1700; #. Anna, daughter of Hompbry Colborne ; [ssue, John, William
(min. Newcasile-under-Lyne, 1727-1769),

. 16g99-1700, 2t 36, Entry in Dudley Parish Register reads :— Ww. Hilletts, clerke,
buried 1600, and his son, Fohn.
<f. Toulmin's Historical View, p. 560.

Josepn STOKES, 4. [Dudley]; ed. Sheriff Hales Academy, by John Woodhouse ; ord.
1691 ; min. Dudley, 17012-1742,

41942,
¢f. Toulmin's Historical View, p. 561.

James Mavcox, 4. [1702] al Hurcott, nr. Kidderminster; ed. Findern Academy, by Dr.
Latham ; ord. zo April, 1743; min. Gt. Appleby and Snareston, Leicestershire; Blox-
ham and Milton, Oxfordshire, 1726-17333 Dudley, 1733-5769; #. Martha ; Issue,
Elizabeth (# 1813, ==t. 72, w. (1) William, brother to Rev. Timothy Laugher, of
Hackney, (2} John Worihington, of Altrincham), Anne (5. 1743, m. Rev. Benj.
Carpenter, g.2.), Phebe (& 1743), James {6 1747), Martha (& 1749), Esther {6 1751).
o, 27 September, 1769, =i, 67,

¢/ Register of Baptisms; Toulmin's Bowrn, pp. 278, 284; M.R., 1813, P 347, 1824,

p. 264.
WitLian DENRY Woon, ed. Daventry Academy, by Caleb Ashworth, D.D., 1762- ;
min. Dudley, 1771-1804, when paralysed ; s+ Mary —— ; Issue, John Whitehouse,

Mary (B. 24 November, 1778), William Andrew (4. 22 April, 1781).

¢/ M.R., 1822, p. 195; Oldbury Chapel Register iii. ; Tamworth, Cole Hill Register.
Janes HEws Brawspy, & 1783, in Ipswich; ed., Exeter Academy, by Timothy Kenrick

and Joseph Bretland, 1799-1804 ; min. Morcton Hampstead, Cross Street, 1804-1805;

Dudley, 1803-3828; North Walss, witdord charge, 182818473 w. Sarah (¢, 1841), daughter
of Jacob lsaac, min. Moreion Hampstead, General Baplists, 1780-18:8.

4. 4 November, 1847, at Bron't Hendref, ne. Carnarvon,
of Dic. Nat. Bisg.
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SAMUEL BACHE, see Birmingham, Church of the Messiah,

JorN PaLmER, £ 180, in Killotteran, Co. Watecford ; ed. Trinity Coll., Dublin; B.A.
Dublin ; tutor, Presbyterian Coll., Caermarthen, 1831-1832 ; min. Caermarthen, Dark-
gate, 1831-183z; Dudley, 1833-1852; Colonial Treasurer, Island of Dominica, r853-
18665 . {1) (1825) Jessie, daughter of John Dowse Langley, of Ballyduff, Co.
Watertord ; Issue, Aphra (4. 1854); (2) Jane, daughter of Alexander Gordon, of
Straits, nr. Duwdley ; Issue, Heary Gordon (B. 16 March, 1838, B.A., rector of
Kilnahue, Co. Wexford), Mary (4. 1854).

4. 8 March, 86g, al Waterford.
¢f. Notes by Rev. Henry Gordon Palmer, 18¢8; Dudley, Old Meeting-house Register.

RicHarp SHaEN, & 1 November, 181y, at Crix, ur, Chelmsford; ed. Glasgow, York,
M.C., 1838-1840; M.A. Glas, 1837; min. Lancaster, 1842-1845 ; Edinburgh, 1845-
1852 ; Dudley, 1852-185¢; Royston, 18535-18g4; . (3 June, 1850) Janet, daughter
of James Cunningham, of Bonnington, Edinburgh (widow of Wm. Hutchinson).

. 24 January, 1594 ; bur. Royston Cemelery,
¢f. Record, p. Sa.

SamyeL COULTER Davisox, . [1823]; ed. London, University Coll., Heidelberg, Berlin ;
B.A. Loud,, Ph.D. FHeddelberg ; tutor, Caermarthen Pres. Coll,, 184%-1856; min.
Dudtey, 1357-1860.

4. 23 January, 1874, @t 50
¢f. Ing., 1874, . 98; Jeremy, p. 75.

Joux Tromas, 4 14 June, 1833, at Stockport; ed. Cambridge, St. John's Coll. ; M.A.
Cantad, ; curate, St, George's, Manchester, and Irsden; min. Nudley, 1860-1861 ;
Hastings, February-Sepiember, 1862 ; Huddersfield, 1862-1884.

i, 25 October, 1884,
¢f. C.R., 1860, p. 584; U.A,, 1885, p. 2q.

MarTHEW GissoN, 4. z3 October, 1819, at Antrim; ed. Belfast, -t84r; min Kidder-
minster, 1842-1854; Swansea, 1834-1858; Sale, 1858-1861; Dudley, 1861-1886; Evesham,
witheir! charge, 1886-1804 ; 2. (26 July, 1844) Soplhia, third daughter of George Talbot,
junr., of Kidderminster; Issuc, Sophia Louisa, Eleanor (re Philip Arthur Cliff),
George Talbot and Edward Talbot,

d. & August, 1896 ; bur, Evesbam.

&f. Record, p. 167,

HaroLo RYLETT, & 4 February, 1851, at Horncastle; ed. U.H.M.B., 1871, 1874-1877;
Owen's Cell,, 1876-1877 ; min. Reading, November, 1877-December, 1878 1 Moneyrea,
1879-1884 ; Maidslone, 1884-1887; Dudley, 1887-188q0 ; Hyde, Flowery Field, 188g- ;
#. (1) (3 Scplember, 1872) Annie (& 1873), daughter of Charles Marlin, of Hay
Miils ; (2) {7 June, 1880) Louisa, daughter of David Boucher, of Monayrea, Co,
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Down; Issue, Ashby Theodore (4. 1881}, Gertrude Sabina (4, 1882), Stopford Harold
{b. 1884).
of. Record, p. 731 Reynold's Newspaper, 16 May, 1897.

Joun BricGs Lrovp, é. & March, 1836, at Nottage, S.W.; ed. Bridgend and Colyton,
Devon, by David Lewis Evans (min. Colyton, 1850-1863), Caermarthen, Pres. Coll,
18511856 ; London, M.N.C., 1856-1850; min. Moreton Hampstcad, 1859-1862; Sid-
moulhb, 1863-1868 ; Wareham, 1868-1873; Allostock, 1873-1885; Knutsford, 1873-1883;
Halstead and High Garrett, 1886-188g; Dudley. 18901892 ; Bournemouth, 18g3-1895 ;

Liverpool, Toxteth Park Chapel, 1895-18g7; »n (17 Seplember, 1868) Emma Yeates,
daughter of Nicholas Samuel Heincken {min. Sidmouth); lssue, Titus Lee (4 186g).

. 27 May, 1897 : cremated in Liverpool.
of. Record, po 7.

ArvowsyITH HYDE SHELLEY, £. 1862, al Newbury ; ed. Caermarthen, Pres. Coll ; Oxford,
St. Mary's Hall, matric., 22 October, 1883~ 3 min, Templepatrick, 18384-18g0, 18g0-
1893 ; Dudley, 18g3- i om {20 January, 1885) Gertrude lsabe) Margacet, daughter
of Francis Shelley, of Lewes; has issue.

TOPOGRAPHY.

Trustees’ Minute Book.
M5 Records af the FPreshytertan Church, Stourbridge, Me, William Scott,

vol. jil. {about 1800}, p. 331.
[NOTE.—Tn custody of the minister for the iime being of the Presbyterian Chapel,

Stourbridge. ]
Ing., 186g, p. Boz.
M.R., 1824, p. 626.

Dir. Nai. Bigg. for ). H. Bransby.

History of Renshaw Street Chapel, Liverpool; Geo. Eyre Evans, 1883,
p. 33, for J. Palmer.

Vestiges, pp. 344 et. seq. for Dudley and Oldbury Double Lectures,

Dudley Herald, 23 April, 1898, ‘“ The Old Meeting-house and its
Ministers,” Arthur A. Rollason; and 3c April, 1898, ““ The Old Meeting-
house Ministers.”

“*The Old Non-parochial Registers of Dudley,” Arthur A, Rollason,
1890, weekly in Dudley Herald, and since published in beook form.
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EVESHAM.
OAT STREET MEETING-HOUSE.

First meeting-place in room *‘back of High Street,” the trust dged of
which is dated 16g6.

Present Meseting-house opened, 1737.

Restored and reopened, rr April, 1873,

MINISTERS.
Jobho Higgs e -1714-1728
Francis Blackmore ... 1728-1730
Pau) Cardale 1733-1775
David Jones -1778-1783
Henry Procter - 1783-1788
Charles Lloyd, LL.D. 1788-1790
Benjamin Kingsbury 17go-17g1
Benjamin Davis 1791-1811
Peter Charles 1811-1815
Thomas Davis 1816-1818
William Williams, seppiy

John Evans ... 1818-181g
Timothy Davis 1819-18354
John Calbraith Lunn, F.R.A.S, 1854-1863
Jobho Gordon 1863-1872
Charles Henry Wellbeloved ... 1873-1875
John Collins Odgers, B.A. ... 1876-1878
Benjamin Lepard Green 187g-1882
Michael Smith Dunbar, M.A... 1883-1893
Rudolf Davis, B.A. ... 18g93-

Shortly before his death {28 November, 18y3), Mr. Herbert New, of
Evesham, who had long been chairman of the society in Qat Street, put
together a few valuable notes respecting its history, and sent them to the
author for use whenever he required them. They are here printed from
his manuscript for the first time (—

In 1696 a rongregation of FProfestant Dissenlers in Evesham (now represented
by the Oat Streel congregation, and called Dresbylerian) was in possession, as
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lessees, of @ barn and adjoining room, situate behind a house, now wmbered 17,
fi High Street, in The parish of St Lawwence: and this barn had been for some
e and was thern wused as a meeling-house,  The frustees purchased (he freehold
af these premises tn ryol.  In 1730 the premises were conveyed fo & sef gf new
trustees, of whom the Rev. Francls Blackmore was one.  The trusts were dedlared
simply as jor the wnse of the congrepation of Protestant Dissenters assembling for
Divine worship ; such having been the oviginal trusls of the property. [In 1738
the Irustees sold the above premitses; a wnew sile tn Cal Slreel, in the parish of
AN Sainfs, having been purchased for the erection of a new mieeling-founse.

By deed, dated 3 Oclober, 1737, the Oal Street sife was seftled in trusies,
of whom the Rey. Pawl Cardole was one, and the trusts of the new deed declared
that the mecling-house iniended lo be, and shorlly aflerwards erected on the Ouaf
Street  premises, showld be wsed by the Profestant  Dissenters, © commonly called
Fresbylerians, as a meeling-house or place of religious worship.  The introduction
of the additional words, ¢ commonly called Freshylerians points to the fact thd
since the High Street Meeting-house had been opened other dissenters had built
places of worship fn Lvesham, and il became necessary lo distinguish the Oat Streef
congregation from the later weligions bodics.  The descriplion, * Presbylerian, had
an historwal meantng, bul involped nothing in the nature of Presbyterian discipline
or doctrinne.  The QOat Street congregation fn Evesham, thevefore, was, from e
end of the scvepteentlt century, and has been ever since, based upon a perfectly opern
Joundation, free for such doctrinal developments as were actually wealized from
lime to fime during ifs wwhole history,

OF the prevalence of Puritanism in Evesham theve are many proofs. Perhaps
the miost imporlant is that, in 1000, Lewis Bailey, anthor of * The Lractice of
Piety, and afterwards Bishop of Bangor, was rector of AU Saints. He was tulor
to Prince Henry of Wales, and brought about the incorporation of the borough of
Egesham in (005 (n the Prince's name.

At the possing of the At of Uniformity, in 1662, the ministers of both the
Euvesham parishes twere efected.  One of these, Mr. George Hoplins, when efected
Jrom Al Saiuts, went to weside in a neighbouring village, and very probadly kept
up some intercourse with the Evesham dissenters.

Zhe first minister of the meceting-howse in High Street was the Rew. folin
Higes, supposed fo be the som of the Rep. Daniel Higgs, a Worcestershive man,
gjected from a living in Seuth Wales, and qfierwards a minister at Swansea.
Jokn Higgs died ai Evesham in 1728,
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To these notes by Mr. New it is only necessary to add, concerning
the meeting-house, that in 1875 it underwent extensive alterations, which
included the taking down of the east wall, the building of an apse for the
reception of a new organ, the removal of the gallery (erected 1820), the
cutting down of the high seats, and the addition of three rows of (ree
seats in front of the organ chamber. The ground required for the exten-
sion of the building, and also a plot of adjoining land for burial purposes
were the gift of Mr. New to the society. The reopening services were
held on Sunday, 1t April, 1875, when the occasion was taken to com-
memorate the hundredth anniversary of the death of Paul Cardale, whose
fife and labours formed the theme of John Gordon’s sermon that morning.

Was it in this restoration that the figure of a dove, bearing an olive
branch—a device once not uncommen in the situation—disappeared from
its position over the pulpit?

An engraving, originally executed for May’s History of Evesham, of
the Meeting-house, was given in the Chwdstlan Reformer, September, 1852
which, in the following month, contained * A brief history of the Presbyterian
congregation at Evesham,’ written by the editor, Robert Brook Aspland,
M.A., with the assistance of Timothy Davis.

Francis Blackmore, son of Chewning Blackmore, minjster at Worcester,
1688-1737, received his academical education first at Findern, under Dr.
Lathun:, and afterwards at the University of Glasgow ; his connection with
the society at Evesham was happy, though brief, and it terminated in 1730
by his removal to Coventry as successor to John Partington, at the Great
Meeting. The choice by the Evesham society of Mr. Blackmore is a proof
of its decided leaning, at this early period, to liberal sentiments. From
the first, Dr. Latham’s pupils were distinguished by a spirit of fearless
inquiry and by their indifference to the reputation of '* orthodoxy.”

Paul Cardale was also educated at Findern Academy, where he formed
friendships, which terminated only with life, with the two sons of the Rev.
Chewning Blackmore and others, and here he laid a solid foundation of
theological learning, and acquired those habits of free enquiry and upre-
served publicalion of opinion which distinguished him in after life. Very
early in life he was assistant minister amongst the Presbyterians in Kidder-
minster.  His manuscripts show that he preached there as early as 29
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May, 1726, At that time his views, in accordance with his education,

were Calvinistic.

He was invited by the Evesham society in 1733, and probably became
at once its minister. It must have increased in both zeal! and numbers,
for within five years of his settlement, as noted by Mr. New, measures
were taken for obtaining a site [or a new meeting-house (licensed 11 Octo-
ber, 1737. Cardale’s first series of sermons, afier the opesing, was circulated
in maouscript, and ultimately published. It is clear that he had now got
rid of his Calvinism. He married a member of his congregation, Sarah,
the sister of Thomas Suffield, an original trustee of the meeting-house.
Portraits of Cardale and his wife were long preserved at Dudley by the
Hughes lamily, and are now the property of the Evesham society. Judging
by the portrait, Cardale had a good presence, his physiognomy expresses
great tenacity of purpose.

On the evening of 28 February, 1775, he put the last stroke to his
CTuguiry whelker we have any Seriplure Warvant for @ dived address of Supplica-
tion, Praise, or Thanksgiving, cither lo the Sen, er fo the [oly Ghest’; went
to bed, and died in his sleep before the dawn on Wednesday, 1 March,
1775. He was buried in the north aisle of All Saints’, Evesham, where
is a remarkable epitaph, written by his {riend, John Rawlins, M.A., an
orthodox divine of catholic sympalhies, as his writings prove, who, among
other preferments, held the perpetual curacy of Badsey, two miles from
Evesham. The epitaph describes him as a Christian, pious and sincere ;
as a minister of the gospel, learned and indefatigable’; and adds that the
virtue of charity ‘gave a lustre of grace and goodness to all his actions,’
Anthony New (4. 2z February, 1838, =t 84) wool-stapler, who, at the time
of his dealh, was one of the oldest members of this society, attended the
ministry of Cardale, with his parents, and well remembered him,

David Jones, a Cardigan man, and a fellow student of David Davis,
ol Castelibywel, at the Presbyterian College, Caermarthen. was Cardale’s
immediate successor. He came to Evesham in 1776 from Bere Regis,
Dorset, and in 1783 settled at Prescot, as minister of the Atherton Street
society, where he remained until his death. He was the preacher ai
Liwynrhydowen, in 1779, of a funeral sermon for David Lloyd, who had
been minister there from 1742



120

The five years’ ministry of Henry Procter was not attended with success.
Disputes arose between him and his flock, the vumbers of which were
diminished by the establishment of a society of Huntingdonian Methodists.
A separation took place in 1788, but for some time Procler continued to
reside 1n the town, holding, however, no intercourse with the congregation,
His successor describes him as—

2 wan of very decent manners, with too much of the courtliness, to
use no other word, of the ministers of the last age. He had some know-
ledge, and & great deal of anccdote, and he had a considerable library of
usetul books.

He afterwards removed to Stafford, tuking charge of the small Pres-
byterian societies there and in the neighbouring town of Stone.  After
nineteen years’ ministration to declining congregations he died at Stone,
and Presbyterian worship ceased in both towns. Thomas Jenkins, who
followed Procter as minister of the Preshyterian society in Whitchurch,
Salop, says of him in a manuscript note in the Baptismal Register belonging
to the congregation lhere, that /e was so wufortunate as lo outlive his facuities
and is note & very pitiable ofypect, only the vuins of a man.

Charles Lloyd was elected minister, with a stipend of £40, in August,
1788, through the influence of Nathaniel Philipps, Presbyterian minisier
at Derby. He started a Sunday school and an evening service, and in-
creased his congregation from forty to two hundred. He wished, however,
to administer the Sacraments without being ordained ; the congregation
objected ; he consulted Dr. Priestley, then at Birmingham, who, to his
surprise, urged him to be ordained. At length the congregation yielded,
in consideration of the expense attending an ordination. Shortly afterwards
he began to bhave doubts about infant baptism, and on 3 April, 1790, pro-
posed to omii the rite or resign.  His resignation was at once accepted.
Through Joshua Toulmin, D.D., he was then put in charge of a General
Baptist congregation at Ditchling, Sussex, He is distinctly remembered
by the author's octogenarian father, who described him in 1899 as a man
of vwonderfied abilily, bad femiper, jealous lo a degree, and always in ho! 1wafer of
his own belfing.  An interesting and well-preserved relic of Lloyd’s Evesham
ministry is still extant, being the licence and authority given him on 12
August, 1788, under Royal Arms ‘‘to enter and write, or cause to be
entered and written, in the Register Book or Books of the Presbyterian
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Congregation within the Borough of Evesham, all entries of any Burial,
Marriage, Birth or Christening, without any Stamps or Marks alfixed thereto

or thereupon.”

The next minister, Benjamin Kingsbury, is more fully alluded to in
the chapter on the Warwick society. He left Lvesham and the ministry
in 1791,

Benjamin Davis was uncle to Timothy Davis (#f fufra) and brother to
David Davis, of Castellhywel, by whom he was in part educated before
entering Daventry Academy. After being classical and mathematical tutor
at the Presbyterian College, Caermarthen, he undertook the office of tutor
in the family of the' Rev. John Yates, of Liverpool; thence he removed
to Walsall, as minister of the Presbyterian society in that town, removing
to Evesham in 1791, where he remained until his death on New Year’s
Day, 1811. Joshua Towmin, D.D., who preached his funeral sermon at
Evesham, describes him-—

as a man whose understanding was strong ; whose 1aste was truly corréct;
whose dispositions were most amizble ; and whose conduct towards all men
was upright and beneveolent.

His successor, Peter Charles—also a Welshman-—ministered here but
a short while, when he became librarian to the public circulating library

in the town.

Thomas Davis was brother to Timothy Davis (#/ iafre) and son of
David Davis, of Castellhywel. As we have seen, he was minister at Ather-
stone for a short time after leaving Evesham. He was mere or less of

an invalid, and died in 1825,

For a short period the services were taken by William Williams, a
Caermarthen student, who died soon afterwards, just at the beginning of
his first settlement at Ilminster. Thomas Rees, LL.D., F.8 A., notes him

as—
a young man of high promise in the profession to which he had devoted

himself, distinguished by bis natural talents, by his extensive acquirements,
and by his early proficiency in Christian piety and virtue.

Another minister from Wales came next at Evesham, for three months,
in the person of John Evans, who left to take charge of the Dark Gate
society, Caermarthen, where he remained till his death in 1823.



128

Alter this rapid and painful succession of changes the Evesham society
had the goed fortune to secure the services of Timothy Davis, a son of
David Davis, of Casteilbywel, who settled here in June, 1819, and remained
its attached minister until his retivement in 1854. His frst years of
ministry werz devoled to his native country, being co-pastor with his father ;
after which he served the society assembling in the Great Meeting, Coventry,
from 1810 till his call to Evesham, where, in 1811, he had been married
to Elizabeth, daughter of Anthony New, wool-stapler.

A memoir of this excellent man and minister was contributed to the
Christtan Reformer, 1861, by his son, David Davis, B.A. (died at Evesham,
30 September, 18g7), who worthily maintained the ministerial traditions of
the family, at Whitby, Stockpori, Lancaster, and Norwich, and was father
of Rudolf Davis, the present minister of the TEvesham society.

John Gordon, who succeeded John Calbraith Lunn at Evesham, was
the only son of Alexander Gordon (¢ 7 January, 1848) and Maria (Loxton)
{d. 13 January, 1833), of Dudley. ‘' Educated at the Dudley Grammar
School, under Proctor Robinson, his name was placed on the books of
Queen’s College, Oxford, with a view to his entering the ministry of the
Established Church. But he shrank from the subscription, which met him
at the threshold of collegiate life, and in place of going to Oxford, studied
at home for the Wesleyan ministry. lHe began life as assistant to Henry
Moore, John Wesiey's executor, at City Road Chapel, London, and filled
various appointments as a Wesleyan minister from 1827 te 1835, when
Conference expelled him, along with Samuel Warren, LL.D., and other
teaders of reform. For nearly three years he left the ministry, and during
this period the writings of Chanoning and the influence of John Kentish,
minister of the New Meeting, Birmingham, led him into Unitarianism.'#
He was, as we have seen (p. 84), min - at Coseley, 1838-1840, next
at Coventry, 1840-1833, where he was an acknowledged leader in public
work, then at St. Mark's Chapel, Edinburgh, 1854-1858, whence he removed
to Dukinfield Chapel, 1858-1862. In October, 1863, he entered on his last-
stated ministry, and continued at Evesham foc nine years, when he retired
from active duty in pursuance of a long-formed resolution to do so at the
age of 65. His coniing to Evesham was an advantage to the social life of
the little borough. The political platform, the institute, the local charities

* Historical Acconnt of Diekisfield Chapel, Alexander Gordon, M.A., 1895, p. §3.
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and the private circle were strengthened by the infiuence of his character,
his moral power, and his geoial manners. The last few years of his life
were spent at Kenilworth, where he died in April, 188c; from 1850 to
1854 he had been minister of the Presbyterian society here, in addition to
his Coventry ministry.

Gordon was one of the active founders of the Midland Christian Union,
and a man whose services to the cause of religious liberty, and especially
to Liberal Christianity, must always call for grateful remembrance.

Benjamin Lepard Green was educated for the Baptist ministry, but he
experienced a change of views, and in 1876 became minister of the High
Street society, at Newport, Isle of Wight, whence he removed to Evesham.
He was always in delicate health, and died at his father’s house at Bowden,
on 17 May, 1882, in the 3z2nd year of his age.

The register of births, baptisms, and burials is a weli-preserved, thick,
square volume, bound in vellum, and contains entries from 1778 to 183y,
when it was deposited with the Registrar-General. The following table
was compiled from it by the author in July, 1898 :—

MINISTER. ‘ Frest Exrwv. Last Enxtey,
David Jones 1 17 November, 1778 ...| 10 March, 1783
Henry Procter ... ...| 10 January, 1783 ...| 30 October, 1787
Charles Lloyd ... .| 14 June, 178g ... ...| 6 December, 1780
Benjamin Davis .| 1 August, 1791 .| 1 January, 1811
Peter Charles ... .| 6 December, 1811 ...| 17 May, 1812
Timothy Davis ... ...| z0 November, 181g ...| 8§ January, 1837

One entry of burial only we reproduce :—
Elfgabeth, davgiter of the Rev. Timotiy Davis, and Elizabeth, his wife, May
26, 1822, aged § yenrs, Rev. W Freld, of Warwick, oficiated on the occasion.
Quiescal tn Pace.

PLATE.

Chalice (1), silver, 5}4ins. tall, plain bell. Inscription between handles—
PRESENTED TO THE COMMUNICANTS IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHAPEL,
Oatr Srrest, EVEsSHAM, BY THE FAMILY OF THE
LATE ANTHONY Nw, 1838
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Patens (2), pewter, BJ4ms. diameter, plain. Inscription—
T.

R. L.

A, R

Flagon (1), electro, gins. tall, beak, lid, handle; no inscription, but
was gift of widow of Rev. Charles Wallace, M.A.

Jour Hices, 4 al Swansea?, where ed. by Daniel Higgs? ; min, Evesham, -1714-1728;
s 1) Mary ——, buried 1774, {2) wife died, October, 1728 ; [ssue, Hanpah (s, John
Alexander, M.A., and had issue, John, 4. 1565).

d. September, 1728; bur. All Saints’ Church, Evesham.

¢t C.R,, 1852, p. 6og; LDic. Nar. Bisg for Alexander.

INOTE, In 2 letter to the author, 27 September, 1598, the Rev. G, Napier Whitting-
ham, vicar of All Saints, referring to the Higgs' memorial, says, '/ jave searched All

Saints’ Churck and am sorsy lo sap thet 7 can find no mention of George Higps."|

Fraxcis BrackMmorg, & 18 April, 3703, al Worcester; ed, Findern Academy, by Dr.
Latham, Glasgow ; min. Evesham, 1728-1730; Coventry, 1730-1742 ; Worcester, 1744~
1745 ; #e. Mary, daughter of Robert Wilkes, of Bromsgrove ; Tssue, William Wilkes,
Mary, Rebecca.

4. December, 1760 ; bur. 5t. Andrew's Church, Coventry.
¢f. CR,, 1858, pp. 532, 5353 Nonconformity in Worcester, William Urwick, ML AL,
1897, p- 97-

Paur CarpaLE, 4 1705 [at Dudley?]; ed. Findern Academy, ryzo- by Dr. Latham ;
min. assistant to Presbyterians at Kidderminster; Evesbam, 1733-1775; #. Sarah,
sister of Thomas Suffield, of Evesham; s.p.

«. U March, 1775; bur. All Saints’ Church, Evesham.
of. Die. Nal. Biog.

Davip Jowgs, 4 [1740) at Cardigan; ed. Caermarihen, Pres. Coll., 1762-1766 ; min, Bere
Regis, Diorset, -t768-1776; Evesbam, -1978-1783; Prescot, 1783-1708 ;. . Jane?
{d. 1800).

d. zy December, 1798, =t. 58; bur. Prescot, Atherlon Street Chapel Yard.
¢f. Record, p. 151, also Evesham Register Bgok, and Yr. Ymofynnyd, 1851, p. 198

Henrv PROCTER, 4 1733; ed. Daventry Academy, 1752- by Caleb Ashworth, DD, ;
min. Whitney, Stamford, Whitchorch, Salop, -1783; Evesham, 1983-1788 ; Stafford.
and Stone, i178g-1808.

o. 18c8.
¢f. Evesham and Whitchurch Register; M.R., 1822, p- 63 ; Seedsower, 1894, p. 118,

CHaRLES LLovp, &. 18 December, 1766, at Castellhywel, Cardiganshire; ed. Castellhywel
by father, David Davis, 1779-1784; Pres. Coll., Swansea, 1784-1788; LL.D., Glar.,
1809; min. Evesham, 1788-1790; Ditchling, G.B., 1790-1793; Exeler, without charge,
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schoolmaster, 1793-179g (tived in parish of St, Mary Arches); Pantdefaid and Capel
Groes, Cardiganshire, 1801-1802; Palgrave (now Diss), 1803-1811; schoolmaster, Keppel
Street, London; . (1) (summer, 1792z) Ann Knight (7. 11 Decembev, 1808), of Pul-
borough, Sussex; lssue, Ann (& 1z May, 1y93), Charles {5 28 Apnl, 1795; « 6
September, 1765), Charles (#. 14 August, 1797), Richard {4 5 March, 1799), Lucinda
(4. 22 March, 1801}, Thomas (4. 19 June, 1803}, James (5. § September, 1806), Elizabeth
(¢, 1 November, 1807) ; (2) Sarah Maria Smith ; Issue, Francis Vaughan (2. 14 October,
1811).

. 23 May, 1820, at Lampeier; bur. Llanwenog Church Yard.
¢fr Die. Nalo Big. ; supplemented and corrected by ihe registers of Palgrave and
Exeter, Mint Meeting,

BenjaMm KINGSBURY, see Warwick.

Bengamin Davis, 4 23 October, 1756, at Coitre, nr. Lampeter; B. by Philip Pugh,
Cilgwyn, 3 November, 1756; ed. Daventry Academy, 1775-1770, by Rev. Thomas
Robins; assistanmt tutor, Pres. Coll., Caermarthen, 1779-1783; tutor in lLiverpool;
min. Walsall, 178g-1790; Evesham, 17g1-18:1; bachelor.

a, 1 Januwary, 1871 bur. All Saints’ Church Yard, Evesham.
oft M.R., 1811, p. 231, 1822, p. 168 ; information frem avibor's father, Rev. David
Lewis Evans, and from Rev. Rees Jenkin Jones, M.A., Aberdare, 18g9.

PETER CHARLES, min. Evesham, 1811-1815; librarian in Evesharn.
¢ C.R., 1852, p. 620

Tromis Davis, b ai Castellhywel, Cardiganshire; ed. Pres. Coll,, Caermarthen; min.
East Lambrook, Somerset, 1809-[1815]1 Caermarthen, 1815-1516 ; Evesham, 1816-1818;
Alherstone [1818]-1823.
& 1823,
¢f, M.IL, 1Bro, p. 286; C.R., 1832, p. 620 ; information from Rev. David Lewis Evans,

1899, who remembers him.

Wisntam WiLniams, &, [1yer] in Cardigmushire; ed. Lloyd Jack, Cardiganshire, by Rev. Jobn James; Pres.
Cell,, Casrmarthen [1814]-18:8; min, Dvesham, seggly, thd; Hmioster, 181328105,
. 18 June, 1819, ®mt, 22; bur. Vminster, East Street Chapel Vard.
¢ M.R., 18wy, po oston Meeck, po o237

Joun Evans, 5. [178z2]; ed. Pres. Coll.,, Caermarthen; min. Iiminster, 180g-1816; Caer-
marthen, 18161825, except the three months, 1818-1819, when at Evesham ; Rhydy-
park, 1816~
d. 24 June, 1825, =t. 43.
¢f. MR, 1825, p. 419; Murch, p. 237; C.R., 1832, p. 620; information from Rev.

David Lewis Evans, who remembers him, 180g.

Tioray Davis, & 20 November, 1779, 2t Ciliau Aeron, Cardiganshire ; ed. Pres. Coll.,
Caermarthen, 1798- ; ord, yg August, 180z, in Llwynrhydowen Chapel; min.
ca-pastor with his father, David Davis, 14599-1810; Coventry, 1810-18195 Evesham,
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1819-1854, withou! chargr, 1854-1860 ; sr. {19 September, 1811} Elizabeth (/. 188z), only

davghler of Anthony New, of Evesham ; Issue, Carcline, {§. 1813, 4. 1886), Elizabeth

(% 1814, o 1822), Anthony New (& 1815, . 1828), David (. 1821, 4. 18g7), Elizabeth

{s. and 4. 1822}, Elizabeth Anne (. 1824, 4. 1880, m. Wm. Hy. Herford), Jane (4. and

d, 1826), Jane (& 1827, 4. 1891, m. Saml. Barton Worthington), Sarah (4. 1829, 4. 188g),

and iwo others. .

. 28 November, 1860; bur, Evesham, Qat Sireet Yard.

¢f. C.R., 1861, var. pp; Evesham Registec Book; tablet in meeting-house ; personal
reminiscences of Rev. David Lewis Evans, 18gg, who stayed with T.D. at
Evesham in 1839.

Joun CacBraity Luny, 4. 1823, at Carlingford ; ed. Belfast; F.R.A.S.; min. Coseley,
1844-1851 ; King's Lynan, 1851-1854 ; Evesham, 1854-1863; Lancaster, 1863-1877 ;
Loughborough, 1878 ; Leicester Free Church, 1876-1881; Warrenpoint, rifhent charge;
#, (10 December, 1851) Carcline Sophia (4. 1893), daughter of Joseph Grundy, of
Fenny Drayton, Leicesiershire.

&, 29 December, 1851, at Leaminglon; bur. Milverton Cemetery.
¢f. Record, p. B3,

Jonx Gorpon, &, 1 March, 18¢7, at Dudley ; ed. Dudley Grammar School; min. Wesleyan
Methodists, 1827-1835; Coseley, 1838-1840; Coventry, 1840-1854; Kenilworth, i8g0-
1854 ; Edinburgh, 1854-1858; Dukinfield, 1858-1862 ; Evesham, 18631872 ; Kenilworth,
withont charge ; an (1) (1832) Sarah King, daughter of John Mumford, of Amberley ;
Issue, Hurd Mumford {#. 1866); (2) (1840) Anna Maria (. 1806}, danghter of Thomas
Hodgetts, of Bristol ; lssue, Alexander, John (o, 1864), Thomas Hodgetts, Walter.

4. 24 April, 1880 ; bur. Coventry Cemetery,
cf. Record, p. 53.

CrarLES HENRY WELLBELOVEDR, & 23 October, 1835, al Leeds; ed. Belfast, Professors
of Non-Subseribing Association, 1871-1873; min. Evesham, 1873-1875; York, 1875-
1880 ; Mansfield, 1880-1883; Southport, 1883- ; ot (29 August, 1865) Ellen Mont-
gomery, third davghier of Wm, Orr, of Ballymoney; has issue.
ef. Reeord, p. 168,

Joun Coruins ODGERS, 4 27 Januvary, 1847, at Plymouth; ed. Bath Grammar School,
London University Coli., London M.N.C,, 1864-1871 ; B.A. Lend,, 1870 ; ord. February,
3y2 ; min. Bury, assdrfant, 187218735 Leeds, assisfans, Mill Hill, 1873-1875 1 Evesham,
1876-1878 3 Dean Row and Styal, 1883185 ; London, Kentish Town, 1892-18g4 ;
Bury, 18g5- i o# (1) (August, 1876) Sarah Elizabeth (<. 1884), daughter of Wm.
Arthur Jones, M.A., Taunton; Issue, Harold Acthur (. 18g0); (2} (Seplember, 188g)
Sarah Maria, daughter of Alfred Fryer, of Wilmslow.
¢f. Reegid, p. 29 ; tablet to son, Oat Street Meeting-house.

BENJAMIN LEPARD GREEN, 4 1851; ed. Rawdon Bapiist Coll.; min. Newport, I. of W,
1876-1879 ; Evesham, 18yg-1882.
4. 17 May, 1882, at Bowdon.
of. Ing., 1882, p. 331 5 Disciple, 1882, p. 187 ; VA, 1883, p. 27.
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MICHAEL SMiTH DUNBAR, ed. Glasgow; M.A. Glas.; min. Horsham, 18731877 ; Leeds,
Hunslet, 1858-1883; Evesham, 1883-18953; Downpatrick, 1st Presbylerian, 1894- ;
. {22 December, 1887) Jessic, daughter of James McAlley, of Falkirk,
of. personal knowledge.

RUpPOLF Parisivs NEw Davis, ed. London, University Coll.; B.A. Lend, ; assistant
master of Castle Howell School, Lancaster ; min. Evesham, 1893- i #t (7 )anuary,
1896) Jessie Caroline, stder daughter of Wn Lucas, 5t. Jehn's Wood ; has issue.

ToPOGRAPHY.

M.S. Memoranda by Herbert New, 1893, penes author.

A Descriptive Account of the Town of Evesham, George May, 1845,
p. 203

C.R., 83z, p. o7

Inq., 1875, p. 267.

Vestiges, p. 81.

Dic, Nat. Bisg. for Cardale and Lioyd.
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KENILWORTH.—Rosemary Hivw.

Rebuilt, 1846.
First Meeting-house built, 17035.

MINISTERS.

Samuel Turton - -1700-1728
John Bassett —
Samuel Philips 1735-17316
John Kirkpatrick, M.A. - [1730]-1727-[1750]
Josiah Corrie 1755-18c0
Thomas Burkitt 1804-1816
John Ludd Fenner ... -1819-1820
Samuel Wood, B.A, ... ... [1820]-t826
William Field 1826-1850
John Gordon 1850-1854
Dantel Davies Jeremy, M.A, ... 18541860
George Heaviside, B.A. 1860-1865
John William Lake ... 1865-18g1

According (o a manuscript entry made in the register of baptisms by
William Field, this society was fownded aboul the pear i1700. The egjected
minister from Kenilworth was William Maddocks, who, when cast out of
Kenilworth, and the country was too hot for him, hid himself in a wood,
and made his way to London, where he was soon neticed for his useful
preaching, and chosen pastor by the Presbyterian society in King John's
Court, where he remammed for the rest of his days. It is unlikely that
Maddocks had any direct part in the founding of this society, though
doubtless the effects of his preaching in Kenilworth were such as helped
the movement ; which resulted in the building of a small meeting-house in
1705. The only descriptions of this building which the author has yet met
with are those given in the Chrisiian Reformer, 1845, p. 845 :—* The old
Presbyterian meeting-house being in a dilapidated state, scarcely admitting
of repair, some time ago the congregation came to the determination of
taking it down"; and in Robert Spears’ {2 18gg) Uwitarian Werthies, p. 9o,
“‘the old chapel was in a dilapidated, forlorn condition—heavy, dark and
unsightly, within and without.”

Qe P oze.
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In this meeting-house, Patrick Simson, M.A., first mioister of Vicar
Lane Church, Coventry, was ordained, on 8 July, 1875. The event is thus
noted in the Church records :—

“ Thursday, fuly 8. This day Mr. FPatrick Simsen twas solemnly sel apart
to the work of the wministry and the pasioral office at Kenslhworth”

After the passing of the Dissenters’ Chapels Bill (1844) the intention
ol rebuilding this place of worship assumed form, but 2n unexpected occur-
rence led to an enfire change in the first projected plan. The legislative
measure just mentioned owed its success, against a most formidable oppo-
sition, in no small degree to the exertions of Edwin Wilkins Field (4 3o
July, r87:, by the upsetting of a boat on Thames), solicitor, London, In
recognition of the large services rendered by him, and of his untiring' efforts
to secure the passing of this Bill, the sum of £330 was subscribed, which,
in place of accepting for bhis own use—he being earnestly desirous that
his services on that important measure should be received as entirely
gratuitous—he requested should be added to the fund then being raised
for the rebuilding of this meeting-house, of which his father, William Field,
had long been minister, so that the building might stand as a reminder of
the great victory which had been gained in the interests of religious freedom,
The especial conditions of the grant were that the whole sum should
be exclusively expended in giving to the building a higher architectural
chacacter, so as to render it, in its form and fnish, worthy to stand as a
memorial of that event which is justly regarded as forming an epoch in
the history of civil and religicus liberty.

In pursuance of the design thus stated, the plan adopted was that by
Mr. Horace Field, architect, of a small Gothic chapel, built of the same
stone as that of the walls of Kenilworth Castle, rough hewn, with tooled
jambs and quoins, The centre of the interior is occupied with movable
benches, all worshippers being so seated as to face the pulpit, which is
raised some three steps above the level of the floor. Above the pulpit,
in the east end wall, is a rose window, and in the opposite wall is a large
" Gothic window, with tracery, which faces Rosemary Hill. The site is a
gently-rising ground, and the building stands upon a terrace, five feet in
height, ascended by a flight of broad steps, commanding a fine view of
the Castle ruins, The space between the terrace and the road, measuring
some forty feet, 1s occupied by a well-wooded burial ground.
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The following inscription (extant in 871) was placed on the interior
walls of the chapel:(—

Under happy auspices this chapel, dedicated to the worship of one God and
Father of all, coriginally erescted 1705, was rebuilt in its presenl form, 1846,
as a memorial of the great act of public justice by which the unrestricted
right of private judgment in matters of religion is established, and the peace-
ful possession secured 10 non-subscribing Dissenters of alt properly transmilted
to them from their ancestors. Added to a voluntary subscription for (he
rebuilding of this chapel, of which his father was minister, the sum of £530
was appropriated at the request of Edwin Wilkins Field, solicitor, of London,
to whose acceptance it had been offered by Lthe non-subscribing Dissenters
in England and Ireland as an acknowledgment of services rendered in aid
of their exertions to obtain the legislative recognition of their right, as non-
subscribing congregations, lo hold (rust property in accordance with the
laws of the land.

This inscription has, since 1871, given place to ihe following, now on
the wall over the inner door :(—

This chapel was rebuill during the ministry of the Rev. William Field, by
voluntary centributions of f(mends, in addition o the sum of £330, which
was generously devoted to thal purpose by Edwin Wilkkins Field, Esqre.,
solicitor, London, to whom it had been presented as an acknowledgment
of his services in connection with the passing of the Dissenters’ Chapels
Act.

Samuel Turton, who died in 1728, was doubtless the first regular
minister of the society. The author has a note, for which, however, he
has failed to find confirmation, to the e¢ffect that Turton was minister here
in 1700. He was the son of William Turton {see p. 45), first minister of
the Old Meeting, Birmingham ; his name and year of death are given in
Dr. Evans’s List, also that of his successor, John Basselt, who may have
been related to his coutemporary, Josiah Bassett, minister at Cradley (see
p- go). In a letter from Joseph Carpenter, minister at Warwick, dated
“Warwick, July 19, 1735,7% we meet with the following communication :—

“ My, FPhilips i engaged [as minister| to Kenilworth for a year jrom Mid-
summer, £ wish ke may do as ek good as s predecessor has done hurl, whe
fv note working oul his own yuin as fost as ke can.'

Was this ¢ predecesser,” Bassett ?

*Prot. Diss, Mag., vol. v., p. 284,
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" Mr, Philips ™" was Samuel Philips, who ministered {1736-1768- ), at
Bromsgrove, where he lived.

Francis Blackmore was on friendly terms with him; when minister
in charge of the Chwistian Sodely of FProfestant Dissenters in Worcester,* he
baptized three sons of Philips, at Bromsgrove, in /&5 Aouse there.

John Kirkpatrick, says the Rev. George Fox, in his charminog and
enterfaining volume, ** The History of Park Lane Chapel, 18g7 "—

was born al {rongray, three miles from Dumfries. When Mezekial [his son}
was but a litile child his father removed to Kenilworth, to 1ake charge of
the Presbyterian Chapel there.

In a fool note to this paragraph, A.G. says—

He removed from Bedworth, where be was assistant to Julius Saunders, before
1730, perhaps before 1724. He was M.A., probably of Glasgow, and aducated
ministers at Bedworth,

Continuing kis story, Mr. Fox writes—

From information kindly supplied by ihe only living representative of the
Kirkpatricks, Mrs. Alice Green, of Southport [the greal grand-davghter of
John Kirkpatrick], her grandfather [Hezekiah], and a littie sister travelled
all the way from Scotland i panniers on a donkey's back. It is probable,
in those days of scanty stipends and imperfect means of locomotion, that
the parenls made the journey on foot. The Rev. John Kirkpatrick, at Kenil-
worth, preached and printed a sermon in memory of a little davghter, aged
ten years and fowr months, who died February 11, 1796-3, from virulent
smallpox, after an ilness of only eight days. It appears thal the child was
a prodigy of learning for her age, and possessed of he most attraclive
morz!l qualities. But the chief interest of the sermon consists in Lhe absence
of anything like orthodoxy in it. The discourse is pervaded by the spirit of
the Scriptures, and abounds with scriptural references; bul it is entirely frec
from anything savouring of the doctrines of the popular theology. Thus, in
an inconspicuous instance, is found an example of the way in which, so early
in the 18th century, orthodoxy had begun (o disappear from the old chapels.

Sibree (pp. 163-166) gives an account of some of the ministers educated
by Kirkpatrick, at Bedworth, where—
he appears to have continued in his work till about the year 1750, when
he ceased to labour and to live; and, il is said, be was interred near the
grave of his predecegsor,

¥Angel Street, Worcester, Register of Baptisms, rég9-1759.
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z.¢., Julius Saunders, who was buried—

in a vault beneath the table pew

of the Bedworth Meeting-house.

Josiah Corrie came to Kenilworth from ¥Frome in 1755, He was a
student at the FPresbytlerian College, Caermarthen, which he left in 1747
HMis son John (see p. 50}, born at Kenilworth, in 1769, was minister of the
QOld Meeting, Birmingham. According to Sibree (p. 219)—

the copgregation declined in number during Corrie's ministry. In June,
1787, an oid barn, situated on Abbey Hill, was opened for Divine worship
by the Independents, under the direclion of the Rev. James Moody, of
Warwick, who, in 1792, was able to see Lhe formation of a [ittle church,

which was supplied by neighbouring ministers, among whom was Mr. Joel
Maurice, minister of Stretton-under-Fosse, 1768-1797. He was at the Pres.
Coll., Caermarthen, 1763-1767, on the foundation of the Congregational
Fund Board, from 1797 till his death, 27 December, 1807, he was minister
of the Old Meeting, West Bromwich. As no pastor had been settled with
this newly-formed society, there was a partial return in 1804 of the con-
gregation to the Old Meeting, the services in which, afier Corrie’s death,
had been conducted by Benjamin Carpenter and other supplies.

In 1804—

Thomas Burkitt, from Bedford, who was an orthodox preacher® began hig
ministry of this society. He was ordained as pastor of an Independent
Church at Buckingham in 1783, and continued till 1507, when he removed
to Bediord. It appears that he remained at the New Meeting in that lown
until 1804, when he removed to Kenilworth. He was an excellent man,
much respected by the ministers in the vicinity, of agreeable manners, and
distinguished by his power and fervour in supplication. He offered the
ordination prayer when Mr, Percy was set apart to his work at Warwick,
and was in the habit of exchanging pulpils with Mr. Jerard, of Coventry,
and others. His preaching appears to have been too evangelical for some
of his hearers; for upon delivering, on one occasion, a discourse on the
influences of the Holy Spiril, he received a communication which much grieved
him, and soca embittered his connection with them, Eventually it led to
his resignation of Lhe pastoral office among them in 1816, In the year
following he left Kenilworth, where he had not laboured in vain, esteemed
and regretted by many,

*Sibree, po 221,
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Burkitt may have ceased his connection with the society in 1816, but
he toock occasional services in the meeting-house after that year, for his
last entry in the Register of Baptisms is dated the 22 July, 1821, his first
in the book, which was begun in his time, being on 20 March, 1811.
This register is a thin quarto volume, leather back, and marble paper sides.
On the first page is this inscription :—Register of Baptisms | solemuized
with Water, | in the name of [ The Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, | by—Ministers of a Congregation | of | Dissenting Protestants
| in the parish of | Kenilworth | in the county of | Warwick | . There are
entries of seven baptisms by Burkitt, six by TFenuer, and ten by Wood.

The exact time when John Ludd Fenper began his ministry here is not
known to the author; certain, however, is it that he signs the Register
on 19 February, 181g, for the first time, and that the last of his six entries
is dated 25 June, 1820. Fenner, who was born in London, and baptized
by Thomas Gibbons, D.D., minister 1743-1785, of Haberdashers® Hall,
Independent Society, was a student at Daventry Academy, under Caleb
Ashworth, D.D. Kenilworth was his last settled ministry ; he died at
Taunton {where he had ministered to the Presbyterian society, in Tancred
Street, 1795-1815), in November, 1833, in the 83rd year of his age.

Samuel Wood, always of a delicate constitution, somewhat peremptory,
but ever good-hearted, was the second son of Mr. Ottiwell Wood, a well-
known Liverpool resident ; before proceeding Lo the University of Glasgow,
and eventually to Manchester Coll., York, he had been a pupil of William
Johns, minister of Cross Street, Cheshire, 180o3-18435, who bad his school
in Manchester, then of William Breadbent, minister at Cairo Street, War-
tington, 1792-1822, and for a short time of Dr. Shepherd, minister at Gate-
acre, 1791-1847. Some of his happiest days were spent at Kenilworth,
where he manifested that particular predilection for the intellectual and
nmoral improvement of the poorer classes of the community, which dis-
tinguished him through life. Iil-health compelled him to retire for a period
from the active duties of the profession he loved, and in the autumn of
1826 he left Kenilworth for Geneva. His first entry in the Register is
dated 7 April, 1822, his last, 13 July, 1826. His habit of qualifying all he
said with the words *“1 believe,” or **I think,” and other interesting re-
miniscences of him, were described to the author in 1898 by a lady who
knew him intimately during his residence at Bridport,
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William Field is more fully alluded to under Warwick ; from 1826 to
1843 he was the regular afternoon preacher at Kenilworth ; and the feelings
of the society fowards him found expression in the gift of a silver inkstand

inscribed :—
Kentlworth, March, 1843.
Presented
Ta the Rev. William Field
By his affectionate Congregation,
In Testimony
Of their Gratitude for his highly-valuable
Services,
As their Pastor,
Through the last Seventeen Years;
And of their Vengration
Of his Fidelity and Zeal,
From early Manhvod to honourable Age,
In the Cause
Of Christian Knowledge, Liberly and
Virtue.

In his letter of acknowledgment, addressed to John Jackson, Esquire,
of Wroxal, an Elder of the congregation, Field says bhe will have much
pleasure in continuing to conduct the Sunday services till his successor is
chosen and ready to enter on the duties of his office. This he did until
1850, when John Gordon, who had recently settled in Kenilworth, became
the stated minister of the society. Field's ' Final Address of their late
Minister to the Kenilworth Congregation” was dated, Leam, April zsth,
1850. At that time the congregation included amongst its worshippers
members of the families of Aitkin, Beesley, Burberry, Carter, Chaplin,
Girling, Hoedgetts, Lampray, Pace, Powell, Russell, Stokes, and Wilmott.

Towards the end of 18gr the chapel was closed.

Prior to closing only five persons attended. Mr. }. H. Burbery had almosi
enticely supported the chapel for some years, and on his death, early in
18g2, all further effort was abandoned. There are only two former members
living in the neighbourhood, and they ace both very old. For many years
it appears that the attendance did not exceed a dozen, including the choir*

In closing this brief account the auther can but express his strong
hope that the day is not far off when Divine worship will once more be

*Essex Hall Year Book, 18g7, p. 10
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regularly conducted in this most interesting, well-cared for, and substantial
edifice.

SamueL TurTON, min. Kenilworth, -1500-1728.
d. 1728,
¢f. Evang's List; Sibree, p. 218,

Joun BasseETT, min. Kenilworth.
¢f. Evans's List.
SamMugL PHiLIPS, min. Bromsgrove, 1736-1768- ; Kenilworth, 1735-1736 ; Issue, Samuel,
B. 1943; Thomas Mann, B. 1745; Samuel {2} B. 1747/
¢f. Worcester, Angel Street Register {exiracls in Nonconformity in Worcester, Wm,
Urwicl, M.A, 18g7, pp. 197-8); M.R., 1817, p. 6; notes paes aulhor,

Jour KIRKPATRICK, & at lrongray, near Dumfries ; ed. Glasgow? ; M.A. Gles.7 ; min.
Bedworth, Warwickshire, assistant to Juliug Saunders, Keuilweorth, [1735]-1747-[1750];
Issue, Hezekiah (4. 1779, =t 61), daughter (. 11 February, 1746f7, 2t. 10},
¢/, History of Park Lane Chapel, George Fox, 1897, pp. 32, sq. ; Sibree, p. 163, sq.

Josian Corrig, & {1725] : ed. Caermarthen, Pres. Coll., -t7473 min. Frome, 1737-1755;
Kenilworth, 1755-1800 ; [ssue, John (g.v. p. 50).

. 1800, ==L, 45,
of. Wreford, p. 44 ; Sibree, p. 219 Beale, p. 40.

THOMAS BurkiTT, 2d. Daventry Academy, 1775 , by Rev. Thos. Robins ; ord. 1785;
niin, Llinckley, 1779-1783; Buckingham, 1983-1797; Bedford, 1597-1804 ; Kenilworth,
1804-1816.

of MLR., 182z, p. 168 ; Sidree, p. 220; Kenilworth Register,

Joux Lupp Fenner, 4 [1751] in London; ed. Davenlry Academy, 1766- s by Caleb
Ashworth, D.D.; min. Bicester, -1774 3 Monten, 1774-177g 3 Devizes, 1779-1795;
Taunten, 1795-1815 ; Kenilworth, -t81g-1820; Taunton, withou? charge; Issue, John
Ludd (2. 1840).

. November, 1833, =l Sz2.
¢f Record, p. 133; Kenilworth and Kidderminster Registers.

SAMUEL WOoOD, & 1 January, 1797, in Manchester; ed. Glasgow; York, M.C., i815-18(8;
B.A. Gias. ; min. Kenilworth [1820]-1826; London, Stoke Newington, 1832-1836 ; Brid-
port, 1840-1841; Lewes, 1843-1848; m. (3 April, 1833) Elizabeth, davghter of Jos.
Stanley, of Birmingham.

d. 23 August, 1849
¢f. C.R., 1849, p. 608 ; Kenilwonth Register.
WiLLiaM FIELD, see Warwick,

Joun GORDON, see Evesham.



42
DamEeL DaVIES JEREMY, see Warwick.

GEORGE HEeavisiDg, & at Rochdale; ed. London, M.N.C., 1834-1860; B.A. fond., 1857 ;
F.R.G.S,; F.R.Hist.8.; min. Coventry, 186c- ; Kenilworlh, :860-1863; m. and
has issue.

¢/ Roll of Students,

Joux WiLLIAM LAKE, see Warwick.

ToPOGRAPHY.

M.S.C., p. 137
C.R., 1843, p. 325
C.R., 1815, p. 843.
Ing., 1845, p. 681
Ing., 1850, p. 303.
Ing., 1871, p. 517.
Sibree, p. 215, sq.
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KIDDERMINSTER.—New MEeeTiNG.

Date of Congregation, z4 Feb., 1782,
Opened 18 Oct., 1782,
Enlarged, restored and re-opened, 13 Dec., 1883,

MINISTERS.

George Osborn 1782-1784
Robert Gentleman ... 1784-1795
William Severn 1797-1800
John Lane 18006-180g
Joseph Smith - 18r1-1812
Richard Fry 1813-1835
John Taylor 1836-1841
Matthew Gibson . 1842-1854
Edward Parry 1854-1869
Abraham Lunn 1870-1874
William Henry Fish, B.A. ... 1875

William Edward Mellone 1876-:187¢9
William Carey Walters 1880-1887
James Hall ... 1888-18g0
Evan David Priestley Evans ... 18g0- .

In the year 1781 forty-six members of the ** Old Meeting ” refused, on
doctrinal grounds, to sign the invitation to John Barrett to become successor
to Benjamin Fawcett, M.A., as minister of that society, and decided to
withdraw and to form znother congregation. They asked to be allowed
to hold their services in tiin meeting-house during the intervals of public
worship, and were requested, in return, fo resign up one of the parsonage fouses
Jor whick they tvere in Trust, agresably fo fhe inlentions of the trus! reposed in
thene by the congregation, af wohose cxpense the seid houses had beer built.  This
the secedecs refused to do, and were therefore denied zhe wse of the meeling-
howse by the major part of the fristees.

The separation took place, and on z4 February, 1782, the first worship
ol the new society was held #n My, Lediard's warelouse on the banks of the
canal, being conducted by William Broadbent, then a student at Daventry
Academy. The first committee was appointed on 26 December, 1781, It
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consisted of Daniel Best, Serjeant Crane, John Jeffreys, Matthew Jeffrevs,
Nicholas Pearsall, Nicholas Penn, and Jobn Richardson. In the matter of
choosing a minister and drawing up the articles of the trust deed, the
committee was instructed to particularly consull the Revs. Jfob Orlon, Spilsbury,
Thomson, Urivick, Robins, Tayler, and Belsham. Just L500 were raised before
the end of the year 1781 towards the cost of building a place of worship.
Nicholas Pearsall gave the site and £50 i eash ; Serjeant Crane, Serjeant
Hornblower, and Nicholas Penn gave /450 each; and Joseph Broome and
Richard Watson 430 each.

According to the writer (Nichelas Pearsall?) of the valuable M.S. Chuwrch
Baook, belonging to the New Chappel, Kidderminster, from which the author
quotes freely, the New Mecting was opencd with greqt deconcy and becomning
solemnily en Friday, r8 Qclober, 1782, by the following gentlemen -— Rev. Alr.
Carpenter, of Stonrbridge, who ofered prayer and read the Seriptures; Rew. My,
Wood, of Dudley, whe made the general prayer ; the Rev. My Belsham, of
Daventry, whe made the particular or dedication prayer; the Rey. Mr. Tayler,
of Carter Lane, London, who preached the sevmon ; and the Rew, Mr. Gummer,
of Whereester, wwhe concluded with a short prayer and the Dlessing ; and the Rew.
Mr. Osborn, our femporary preacher, performed the gffice of devk, in reading the
psalms and kymns on the said occasten.  Hitherte has the Lovd helped ws, and
blessed be the name of the Lord.

Invitations were given by the newly-formed society, first to Thomas
Tayler, of Carter Lane, London, and next to Samuel Fawcett, of Bed-
minster, to become its minjster, but both of these gentlemen were, with
much regret, obliged to decline the numerously-signed invitations.

In the summer of 1783 Robert Gentleman, principal of the Presbyterian
College, Caermarthen, preached to the society for a few Sundays, and in
September an invitation, signed by Nicholas Pearsall, Serjeant Crane,
Nicholas Penn, Richard Watson, and 48 others, was sent to Gentleman,
asking him to become its frst regular minister. He accepted in January,
1784, and settled at Kidderminster, preaching his first sermon, as minister
in charge, on 25 July following.*®

¥The trust deed, eXecuted on 6 Awgust, 1784, has a clausc to the effect (hat the
minister * shall be eclected and chosen by the Men Communicants who sball have been
Communicants for lwelve calendar months next preceding such vacancy, and the sub-
scribers Lo the support of the Congregation, who shall have been subscribers of 8s. at

teast for the last twelve monihs next preceding such vacancy, and shall have paid the
same subscription.”
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At this time, says the writer of the above-mentioned ¢ Church Book,”
No bitterness or animositys remain bettyeen the 2 socielys, the principal members of
each unile logether in their friendly meetings, and carvy on therr charitable desions
with the same larmony as before the separation look pluce.  The ministers are
o the most friendly fermis with cach other, both the places are well filied, especially
on the Lovd’s Day, afterncon and evening. Nor is this the only record of
{raternal relationships, for Mrs. Sherwood tells us that her father, George
Butt, D.D., vicar of Kidderminster, used to dispense with sermon at the
parish church on © Charity Sermon Sundays,” and go in his robes to hold
a plate at the doors of the two meeting-houses. e was very friendly with
Gentleman, and wrote the Latin lines and English Version on Richard
Baxter, which now hang by his pulpit in the vestry, and which were pro-
nounced to be good Latinity by the late Dean Stanley, who, on the occasion
of his unveiling of Baxter’s statue in the Bull Ring, visited the vestry to
inspect the pulpit, and delivered a short address from it.

Lives ox Baxrer, | by George Butt, D.D., vicar of Kidderminster. i
From the original framed Copy hanging in New Meeting Vestry. |

Here let the name of Baxter long be known ;
Here let Ris glory Iive, awhom none excell'd

fun all the duties of the Fastor's Care,

Whether kis mental faculties you weigh

O, the yel wobler wirtues of his leart.

Vain pomp, and worldly riches he despis'd ;

That fame which strenuons virtue gives the fup,
He saw, he sought, he seived, then raised his head,
10w’ ring superior, like some clond-capt clff
Which scorns the fury of the stormy winds,
Whence rishés forth the fertilizing stream

To which the plenleous harvest omes its birth
(An harvest long remembered through these plains ),
Thus Baxter stood, amid survounding foes.

By kis example fir'd—go, banish sloth ;

Four forth the stréams of sacred eloguence,
Tnstruct, then add example's cleaver Hght,

And gain a harvest of immortal souls.

Go, banish sloth, and strive {o egual fm.



146

But vain B attempt Lot this af least be thine
( Whee'er theu art, whate'er thy strength can do),
With puwre benevolence to serve mankind

And, thrd a Saviour, gatn fmmortal bliss.

Rev. G BUTT.

On the baclk of the framed Latin version of above, which hangs adja-
cent, it is written :—
Rd, Baxter,
Born al Rowton, nr. Highercal, Shrop.,

Nov. 12, 1615,

Fnofted to Kidder., 1640 ;

Went to London, 1606 ;

Died, Dec. 8, 1691,

From time to time various additions and alterations have been made
to the meeting-house, which assumed its present handsome appearance in
1883, during the ministry of Mr. Walters, when the building was lengthened
z5ft., the front elevation of brown and white stone erected, and the chancel
and other parts of the interior entirely renovated. At the same time also
the extensive school buildings were enlarged.

The stained glass window of rare beauty, over the communion table,
represents *‘ Jesus, as Teacher, Friend, and Risen Lord,” and was placed
there in 18go by Miss Stocke, in memory of her niece, Annie Stooke, a
devoted worker in the congregation, who died on 26 December, 188s.
Other coloured windows have since been added to the memory of Willjam
Talbat, of Whitville, who died 2 July, 1887 ; of Mrs. Notcutt (xz Ida
Talbot), of Ipswich; and of Mrs. William Talbot, by her son, Laurence
Talbot, of Stratford-on-Avon. The brass eagle lectern is a memoral to
Mrs. Talbot, of Oakland, who was for 60 years a member of the society.
Tablets, in marble or brass, commemorate Lant Carpenter, LL.D. (2. 1840},
Richard Fry {4 1842), Charles Talbot (4. 1844), George Talbot (4 1868),
Henry Talbot {&. 1873), and Caroline, his wife (¢. 1889), George Willey
(4. 1875), and Nicholas Pearsall (. 1798},

There are many valuable relics and objects of inferest in the vestry,
the chiel of them being the unique Baxter pulpit and sounding board. It
originally stood in the Kidderminster Parish Church, where Richard Baxter
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was vicar from 1640 to 1660, About the year 1785, the “rubbish” was
being removed from the Church, and amongst it was this pulpit! Nicholas
Pearsall was not the man to let slip an opportunity of acquiring such a
treasure as this pulpit, sc he bought it for 45 !! and thoughtfully gave it
into the keeping of the trustees of the New Meeting. They placed it in
the vestry, and during the alterations of 1883 the present recess in which
it stands was built for it. The late Sir James Allanson Picton, F.S.A.,
of Liverpool, told the author that this pulpit was one of the finest speci-
mens of Jacobean carving he had ever seen. The panels are inscribed :—
Mrs. | Alice | Dawks, | Widow, | gave | this | pulpit.
Above these are the words :(—
Praise the Lord.
The fine sounding beoard is aittached to the pulpit by a carved panel,

bearing date :—
Anno.

1621,
Attached also te this panel, and right above the back of the preacher’s
head, is a wooden cushion, bearing a wmwoable crown elaborately carved
and coloured.

Other interesting objects stored in this spacious vestry are:—

{z) Baxter's Works, folio, 1707, given by Robert Gentleman.

() Lines in Latin and in English on Baxter, composed by George Butt,
D.D., vicar of Kidderminster, 1787, and given by Dr. Butt to the
trustees. Hand printed, in two black frames.

(¢} An engraving of Baxter, by J. Spilsbury, August 1, 1763, ‘' from an
original painting in the possession of the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Fawecett,
at Kidderminster.”

(€) Extract {rom sermon on death of the Princess Charlotte of Wales,
November 19, 1817, by Richard Fry, in his minute and exquisite
peamanship.

{¢) Chair formerly owned by Job Orton.

In the chancel are the two chairs bequeathed by Dr, John Hall, Bishop
of Gloucester and Bristol, to his kinsman, Mr. Spilsbury, through whom
they passed to the New Meeting trustees.

The year 18gy—that of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria—was
marked by one of the most munificent gifts made te the society since its
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foundation. On Friday, 26 February, Miss Stooke, the donor of the
above-mentioned window, signed the contract which made bLer the pur-
chaser of the house in Shortheath—then called Arden House—which from
that time became the property of the society, to be used as the minister’s
house. This gift of the Manse was further proof of Miss Stooke's love
and devotion to the church, recalling, as it does, the munificence of pious
donors in bygone days, but which differs widely in that that of former
times was the fruit so largely of {ear, whilst that of to-day is prompted
by love.

Knowing that the present minister, Mr. Priestley Evans, has been for
some time al work on the full history of the society, and which, it is hoped,
may ere long be published, the author refrains from entering as largely
as he might have otherwise done on any details of the ministers who
have served it.

George Osborn, our temporary preacher, oddly enough was “‘a highly
orthodox Baptist.” His portrait and memoir are given in Urwick’s Non-
conformity in Worcester, in which city Osborn laboured as minister of
the Angel Street society from 179r until his death in 1812

Robert Gentleman, who was—

brought up under the ministry of Job Orton {q.v.}, who encouraged him in
his studies., . . . was a popular preacher, arianising in his theology,
but of evangelical sentimenl. . . . Orton, who died at Kidderminster,
in 1783, made Gentleman his lilerary executor, and this circumstance probably
recommended him to the Kidderminster seceders. who chose him as their
first minister in 1784. His ministry was very successful,®

Severn, who was a native of Nottingham, became, at the age of 16,
“a copvert to the doctrines and disciplines of Methodism ; a circumstance
which, since he arrived at years of maturity, he pever ceased to deplore.
On the declaration of his determination to follow Mr. Wesley, he was
expelled from his father’s house and obliged to take refuge with Mr.
Warwick, father of Doctor Warwick, of Rotherham [Thomas Oliver War-
wick, M.D., min. Rotherham, 1795-1816, 4. 18 March, 1852, and under
his protection, became, not anly one of the most popular preachers, but
a friend and confidentiat companion of Mr. Wesley himself. [or two years
he was the travelling associate of that extraordinary person, who appears,

* Dic. Nat. Biog.

149

from letters to Mr. Severn, to have greatly admired his talents, zeal and
intrepidity, Of the period when Mr. Severn began to waver in his attach-
ment to his profession as a teacher of the doctrines of Methodism, no
satisfactory information can be obtained, but, from a short journal now
in existence of his daily labors, during part of his twentieth year,. it is
manifest, in every fresh memorandum, that his mind was then very little
at ease, and that there was a something in his sitvation which rendered
it very irksome. . . . This journal is continued ocaly for a few months,
but it is ascertained that scon after that period he went to Edinburgh to
study divinity. . . . It must have been during his residence at Hinckley
that his Unitarian propensities took a decided tone, for from thence he
was invited to a congregation at Norwich under that denomination.”*

At Norwich Severn succeeded Benjamin Hart {who afterwards became
a Chancery pleader} as minister of the short-lived society—a secession
from the Old Meeting (Congregational}—which built a meeting-house in
Bridge Street, '* but the cause did not flourish long and the building was
pulled down.” Several of its members, ** who had for some time doubted
the truth of the Calvinistic system,” jeined the Octagon congregation.
Parker, of Coseley (g.v.) succeeded Severn in this Bridge Street ministry
for a brief period.T Kidderminster had the benefit of his mimsterial ser-
vices some years before his translation to Hull, where he lived between
five or six years.i

Of Joseph Smith (or John Smith as it has sometimes been given) the
author has no particulars, and in the absence of any documentary evidence
Smith,
poet, composer of Seafon Beach, and minister at Reading, 1819 ; Maidstone,

he is not inclined to identify him as the same man as John B

t821-r822; and Colyton, 1830-1832; who did not leave the Independent
body until 1816 or 18t7.  Specimens of the poet Smith's writing and
signature are given in Calplonza, 1898, p. 31 if the Kidderminster Smith’s
handwriting could be recovered and a comparison made, the solution of
the matter might be arrived at.

*In the treasurer's book of lhe New Meeting, Kidderminster, Outober, 1796, is the
entry i=-Afr, Severn’s cxponses fo ead from Norwich, fre 105 od.
teft MR, 1809, p. 239; Browne, p. 271
*M.R., 1813, p. 5352
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The Monthly Meeting minutes record that on 8 May, 1811, the members
met at Lye Waste, the preacher being Jjos. Swith, of Kidderminster.

Richard Fry was a frequent contributor of original poetry to the
Aonthly Reposttery, from the columns of which valuable journal, 1820, p.
245, these lines on the death of his wife are reproduced :—

THE MEMORY OF CATHARINE,

Beside thy sorrow'd grave, departed Worth'!

Affection glows, reminded of the form

And lineaments from nature, fondly dear,

Of mental pority, more valved still,

Meek goodness that concealment lov'd.  The worm

May witness doom'd relurn to kindred earth,

But character of mind knows no decay.

While absence felt renews the parting tear,

Thy virtues, cherish’d by sincere belief,

Sweetly remember'd, hopes inspire that thrill

With pensive solace through the soul of grief,

Changing this moral gloom to glimpse of day,

Dawn of the morn when ail of faithful heart

With perfect joy shall meet and never, never part.
E. F.

Fidderminsiey, April ro, 18z20.

The first occasion on which the Monthly Meeting was held at Kidder-
minster was on 8 August, 1786, when Rey. Mr. Beesicy preached on Ps. xxxi.,
23, and the Rev. Mr. Vood led the devotional service, and the Rev. Messeurs
Baker, Clements and Hodghins favourved with thelr company.

A few words must be said about Nicholas Pearsall, whose name is so
frequently met with in the first years of this society's life ; he was its
first warden, the writer, in all probability, of the **Church Book" previously
mentioned, the able administrator of its affairs, and, above all, the founder
of the Gramumar School, which beats his name, and the donor of the day
school buildings. In the obituary notice of him given in the Prefestant
Dissenters Magasime, 1798, p. 350, he is spoken of as one—

whose solid and sublime piety, singular prudence, active beneveolence, and
well-direcled zeal will embalm his character in the memories of his acquaini-
ance. Convinged of the importance of inculcating good principles upon the

minds of children and youth, he not only afforded pecuniary assistance to
institutions which had these for their object, but contributed his personal
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instructions, He attended for many years weekly upon a class of children,
who, with paternal affection, were formed to habits of thought and enquiry,
industry and wvirtwe. . . . To prevent as much as possible the good
cause in which he strenuously engaged suffering by his removal, be erected,
at his sole expense, lwo schools—neat and convenient edifices adjacent to
the new meeting-house, the one for the education of 35 poor boys and as
many girls, in reading, writing, and accounts, which is supported by the
contributions of the New Meeting Seciety, The oither, which in-his life-
time, he handsomely endowed for grammar learning. Part of his design
in erecting and endowing the latter was to provide a seminary for young
men  iniended for the ministry, preparatory to lheir entering upon an
academic course.

Pearsall was for some years before his death retarded in his sphere
of utility by the gradual loss both of sight and hearing, which threatened
to become total. He died on 2z July, 1708, and was, by his own wish,
buried in the yard of his beloved school, an upright headstone marking
the spot, which now forms a part of the green ‘"close’ in front of the
meeting-house,  Severn buried him, it being the first instance known in
Kidderminster of a funeral service being performed by a nonconformist
minister, The MS. of the funeral sermon delivered by Severn on this
occasion is still owned by the society.

The register, 13ins. tall and 8ins. broad, is bound in rough brown
leather, and is lettered—
Register | belonging to the | New Meeting House, | Kidderminster. |

1t was deposited with other non-parochial registers by John Taylor, on
24 Janvary, 1837, in whose custody it had been from Aprid, 1836, At the time
of its being sent to London fhe peincipal trusices ave W, Hopkins, Sr., Geo.
Tulbot, Sr., Henry Talbol, Win. Hophins, fr., Edward Broadficld, fames Badland,
nnd olhers.

Gentleman’s frst entry is July, 1783, Jehn, son of Richard and Mary
Wation, b. 7 April, 1783 his last, 25 May, 1795, Mary, daughter of William
and Riede Hephins, In all there are entries of 131 baptisms by him. On
the cover he has written, Affer my settlement at Kidderminster in fume, 1784.

After Gentleman's last entry aud before Severn’s first is the note :— Zhe
Daplisms inserfed in the bwo following papes twere Dby occasional winisters who
supplicd lhe congregation beluwween the death of Robl. Gentleman, July 1795, and
the settlement of Wikliam Severn, Janvary 6, 1797,
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These entries are :—
v September, 1795, . L. Fenner, of Devises.
25 October, 1703, Samuel Griffiths, of Welverhamplon.
3t May and 15 August, 1796, William Blake, Fr.
23 August, 1706, Rd. Bowden.
18 Nowvember, 1796, Herbert Fenkins, of Stounrbridge.

Severn’s first entry is on 17 ‘Fauunazy, 1797, Llizabeth, daughter of Fosiak
and Fane Grifin, b. 16 December, 1796; his last is on 2 March, 1806, Mary,
daughter of “Fohn aed Sarak Wright, b. 14 December, 1805, There are 52
entries of baptisms by him.

Herbert Jenkins, of Stourbridge, again supplied on 16 February and
8 March, 1807, on which latter date he baptized Welliam, son of Henry and
Resa Talbot, b 4 Fuly, 18006,

John Lane had 15 baptisms, the first on 27 December, 1807, Edward, son
of Fokn and Sarah Wright, b. 23 Oclober, 1807 ; the last on g Awngust, 180g,
Fohn, son of Edward and Mary Broadfield, 6. 1 Mareh, 180g.

In the years 1810 and 18171 the baptisms recorded are by James Scott
{4), Benjamin Carpenter (4), and Thomas Tayler (2}; none are entered as
by Joseph B. Smith.

Richard Fry's baptisms numbered 100, the frst on 17 MNowember, 1813,
Elizabetk, daughter of Henry and Rose Talbet, b. 8 April, 1812 ; his last on
5 Faenuary, 1836, Caroline, 8. 7 October, 1818, Fwmma, & 8 Oclober, 1820,
George, b. 19 October, 1823, and Edward, b. o February, 1827, children of
Edward and Mary Broadfield.

John Taylor's first entry is on § Fune, 1836, Thomas, son of Famss and
Phebe Cowell, b. 23 May, 1836, and the last by him, prior to the register
being deposited in London, 11 Oclober, 1836, Lilen, daughter of Hewy and
Ann Hawkeswood, b 31 Augnst, 1836,

The trustees have in their possession a book, *“ 4n Awount of Baplisms
in the Congregation qf Profestant Dissenters tn Kidderminster,” containing, wrote
the late Mr. George Hopkins in 1888—

a nicely-written list from ty27, by various Ministers of the Old Meeting,
Rev. Mr. Bradshaw, Benjamin Fawcett, R. Parminter, J. Barrett, to July z3,
1782, There are many well-known Kidderminsler names, the last beiog
John and James, sons of Saml and Ann Stockall, born May 5. Then
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comes a register of persons Baplized in Kidderminster by Robl. Genlleman.
The first being John, son of Richard and Mary Watson, April %, 1783, and
he says, Meese were Baptized before my seftiement al Kiddermisster, and both befove
and after MAis Hiwe some weve Bopiizead by otber Ministers occasionally feve, of whom
He regiticy wwas madz.  Aftey my seltlewnment were Baplived, 178, Fuly 29, William,
son of W, and Rhode Hopiins ; 1785, May yo, Rickard, sen of Richard and
Mary Watson, and others.  Then there s a mowiorandum '—dugust 4, 1785,
N8, From this time the Register is continued on Stamps ond fept [as belonging
fo the Seciety ) in the Festry.

This is the volume now in Somerset House, where also is deposited
the original Register from 1727, of which the copy (was it made by careful
Nicholas Pearsall?) is in the trustees’ possession.

PEARSALL'S SCHOOL.

In an indenture of bargain and sale, dated 135 June, 1795, between
Nicholas Pearsall, of the one part, and Matthew Jefferys and eight others,
of the second part, Pearsall recites how that being desirous of promoting
the welfare of his fellow creatures, and persuaded that their welfare, both
in this world and another, depended, under Almighty God, on their being
taught to practise virtue and abstain from vice, he had resclved to estab-
lish a school to teach youth this important truth in the frst place, and
in the second place, so much of the arts and sciences as might enable
them to fill up with advantage their respective stations in life. To establish
such a school at Kidderminster for boys, he conveyed to Matthew Jefferys
and the eight others certain two houses situated near the Protestant dis-
senting new meeting-house, and lately erected by him on ground belonging
to a house in a street called * Behind Shopps,” and known by the name
of “* The Adam and Eve,” who were to hold the same on trust, to permit
the two houses to be used as a school for the education of boys, subject
to such rules as he, by writing, should appeint.

On 30 September, 1795, Pearsall, in order to make some provision
for the master and tutor, conveyed to Matthew Jeflierys and others a house
in Church Street, adjoining the New Meeting, to apply the clear rents for
the support of the master and tulor.

By his will, dated 24 June, 1797, and proved at Canterbury, zo October,
1798, Pearsall made further provision for the master, for repairs, and for
providing proper books, by giving his execulors 41,000, to be raised and

T



154

paid out of his personal estate; the interest on Xgoo to be paid to the
master, and that on £ioc to be paid to a standing fund for repairs and
books. He also bequeathed to Thomas, John, and Samuel Read {whom
he appointed his executors), after the death of his wife [she died 1806,
G.E.E.| 4300, to be vested in seven respectable persons regularly attending
Divine service in the new meeting-house, who were to apply the inierest
of /200 towards the support of public worship there; of 450 towards the
support of the Sunday Schools ; and of £go towards instructing and train-
ing poor children in the borough and foreign of Kidderminster, whether
parishioners or not, in piety, industry, and useful learning.

An early reference to the charity school, established very soon after
the foundation of the society, is that in the Churelt Beok, when, on 26
December, 1786, it was resolved :—T7e! the Cloathing shall be dark brown
and a red Cape for Boys, and dark browmn and red binding for the Girls, fo be
ready against the Charity Sermon.

Pearsall, by certain regulations made, and entered in a book, and
signed by him, expressed his desire that, in the choice of a master, his
trustees should give a preference to one of an academical education among
Protestant dissenters, if such could conveniently be had. He limited the
number of scholars to 25, a preference always being given to the children
of dissenters, as his design was '“to make this a proper Protestant dissent-
ing school, if it could be effected.”

The first master of the school, appeinted evidently by Pearsall himself,
was the Rev. William Blake, who held the office from 1795 to 1797,
when he left to succeed his father, of the same name, as minister of the
society worshipping in Hermitage Street, Crewkerne. He was educated
at Northampton Academy, 1790-1795, and died at Crewkerne on 18 Feb-
ruary, 1821, The next master was the Rev. Roger Ward, who had been
a student at Daventry Academy under Belsham, which he entered in 1782.
After completing his studies, he settled for two years with a society of
Protestant dissenters at Sherborne, in Dorsetshire. Thence he removed
to Blackburn, where lie remained seven years. ‘“‘In 1798,” says his bio-
grapher® ¢ he succeeded the late Rev. William Blake, as Master of Mr.
Pearsall’s Grammar School, at Kidderminsier, which he conducted with

* Monthly Reposifory, 1825, p. 499
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credit to himself as a man of learning, and was also, for about sixteen
years, minister of a small congregation at Bromsgrove.” He died at Stour-
port, 24 July, 1825, ®t. 6o. He was a native of Walmsley, in Lancashire.
To him succeeded the Rev. Evan Jones (q.v.), minister at Bewdley. In
1833 he was reported by the Commissioners of the Inquiries Concerning
Charities as ‘' the school master appointed by the trustees; he teaches in
the foundation school such children as have previously been approved by
the trustees. They are admitted when able to read fluently, and are taught
writing, accounts, history, geography, surveying and mensuration, and, if
their parents require it, Latin and Greek. They are priocipally the sons
of tradesmen or persons employed as clerks or superintendents in the
different manufacturing establishments. They pay to the master one guinea
per an. ; for firing, &c., 15, per quarter; and provide their own bocks and
stationery. The master is allowed to take a few scholars, for whom he
is paid, but he does not avail himself of the privilege, nor does he exceed
the number of 25 scholars, fixed by the founder.”

The subsequent history and developments of this beneficial foundation,
and of the excellent day schools, still carried oo under the auspices of
the New Meeting, are left to be told by the future historian of the society.

PLATE.

Cup (1), silver, plain bell, foot, 4ins. tall, one handle. On shoulder :—
P,
H. E.

On bell, opposite bandle i—
N. M.

K.

London date letter, 1721-22.

Cup (1), silver, plain bell, foot, 4}zins. tall, one handle.  On bell,

opposite to handle :—
S. R.

Coat of Arms.
N. M.

K.
London date letter, 1726-27.
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Cup (1), silver, plain bell, foot, 4Z£ins. tall, one handle, and opposite

to it on bell . —
N. M,

K.
London date letter, 1¥93-04.
Patens (z), pewter, plain. On base :—

KIDDERMINSTER NEW MEETING,
178z,

Note. In the absence of any evidence to the contrary, the author
inclines to the belief that the fGrst two cups were used in his household
by Nicholas Pearsall, who either gave or bequeathed them to the society,
which, about 1793, found it necessary to purchase the third. [n 1863 an
electro-plated flagon was added to the other vessels.

GEORGE OsBORN, 4. 13 November, 1757, in Cork ; ed. Daventry Academy, 1777- , by
Thomas Robins; ord. 1987 ; min. Kidderminster, femporary, 1782-1784; West Brom-
wich, 1784-1791; Worcesler, 1791-1812; »r. and had issue.

. 10 November, 1312 ; bur. Worcester, Angel Sireet burying ground.
¢/ MLR., 182z, p. 198; Joseph Reeve's History and Topography, West Bromwich,

1836, p. 16; W. F. Hackwood's West Bromwich, 1895, p. 78; Wm. Urwick’s
Nonconformity in Worcester, 18¢7, p. 113

RoBRRT GENTLEMAN, &. 1748, in Shrewsbury ; ed. Daventry Academy, 1763- , by Caleb
Ashworth, D.D. ; ord. 6 April, 1768 ; min. Shrewsbury, Swan Hill, 1767-1779; Caer-
marthen, Lammas Street Chapel, 1779-1984, and principal, Presbyterian College,
1779-1784 ; Kidderminster, 1784-159s.

A. July, 1995 ; bur. 12 July, in 5t. Mary's Church Yard, Kidderminster.
ot Die. Nar. Biog. ; History of Congregationalism in Shropshire, Ernest Elliot [18g8),
p- 23

WiLLiamM SEvERN, & [1755] at Nottingham ; studied divinity at Edinburgh ; min. Weedon-
beck, Northamptonshire; Welford; Hinckley, 1783-1796; Norwich, Bridge Street;
Kidderminster, 1797-1806; Hull, 1806-1813 ; wife & 15 February, 1819, 22t Gg.

4. 22 June, 1813, =t 58; bur. Hull, Bowl Alley Lane Chapel.

¢/ M.R., 1813, p. 550; Shaunon’s Skeich of the Ministers of Bowl Alley Lane Chapel,
Hull, n.d. p. 5; Kidderminster Register, New Meeting Montbly Paper, August,
1888,

Jorr Laxg, & [1773] at Woodbridge, Suffolk; ed. Nerthampton Academy, by Jobn
Horsey ; min. Hinckley, 17¢6-18¢6 ; Kidderminster, 1806-1809 ; London, Hanover
Street, 180g-1819; school at Bristol, afterwards at Hackney, where died.

d. 13 April, 1831, =t. 8.
ef. C.R., 1832, p. 331 Jeremy, p. 188
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Joserd SsitH, min, Kidderminster, 18111812,

¢f. Treasurer's Book, Kidderminster New Mecting ; Monthly Paper, August, 1888,

RicuArRD Fry, 5 November, 1759, at Plymouth Dock (Devonport); ed. Homerton College;
min. Warminster ; Billericay, Cirencester, 1803-1807 ; Coseley, 1807-1812; Nottingham,
r812-1813 ; Kidderminster, 1813-1835 ; wnrhont charge, 18351842 5 ». Catherine (. (81g},
daughter of Humphry Buckler, of Warminster; had issue.

#. 1z March, 1842 ; bur. Kidderminster.
¢ C.R., 1842, pp. 251, 317.

Jour TavLOR, 4. 18 February, 1812, at Sunderland ; ed. Highbury College ; min, Leicester,
Gallow Tree Street, end of 1834-30 November, 1835; Kidderminsier, April, 1836-
29 August, 1841 ; Glasgow, Union Street, September, 1841-March, 1844 ; Glasgow,
services in a ball, *“short time "; emigrated U.S.A., where lunded 10 October, 1845
veturned Lo England, 3 September, 1846; Sheffield, Mechanics' Institute, September,
1846-June?, 1849; Manchester, teacher and journalist, June, 1849-death ; . and had
issuc, youngest daughter, Clara, . (28 Apnl, 1866) John Arthur Kenrick,
A, 4 June, 1853. ]
¢f. Christian Teacher, 1836, p. 191; information from E. D. Priestley Evans, Kidder-

minster, 18 February, 1807,

MATTHEW (GIBSON, see Evesham,

EpwaRDe PARRY, min. Battle, 1849-78354; Kidderminster, 1854-1809; Bewdley, 1858-1867;
Mayor of Kidderminster, 1898-18gg; mi. {6 October, 1848) Elizabeth, daughter of John
Richards, of Bimingham ; Issue, Edward {min. Todmorden, 1889-1307), Helen (4.
1883), Margaret Ethel (m, Pemberton Ernest John Talbot).

AprabaM Lunw, & 1825, at Carlingford, Co, Down ; ed. Bellasi Academical Institution ;
min. King's Lynn, Scptember, 1848-June, 1831 ; Boston, Lincs, 18511854 ; Blackley,
1854 ; Failsworth, Dob Lane, 1854-1858 ; Chorley, 1860-1354 ; Newtonlimavady, r864-
1565 3 Chatham, 1867-1869 ; Kidderminster, 1870-1874 5 Yeovil, 1886-189; ; m. (5o
December, 1851) Fanny, second daughter of Joseph Grundy, of Drayton; Issue, Estlin
(4. 30 March, 188g).
¢f. Record, p. 37.

WiLiast HENRY FisH, ord. 1871 ; min. London, Carter Lane Mission, 1873-1874 ; Kidder-
minster, 1875, also September, 188¢-March, 1886, Zemporary ; returued, U.S.A; m,
and has issue,

WiriaM Epwarp MELLONE, 46 15 November, 1835, at Headington, Oxford ; ed. King's
Goll,, London ; min. Toledp, Ohio, 1869-1871; Portsmouth, High Streel, 18y1-1874;
Liverpoo!, Hamilton Read, 1874-1876; Kidderminster, 1876-1879; Melbourne, 188o-
138: ; Devonport, 1881-1884; Bissell's Green, 1885-18¢3; Tunbridge Wells, 1894-1895 ;
Warrenpoint, r8g6- ; m. (18681 Elizabeth Amelia, daughter of Rev. Samuel Meeds
Bell; Issue, Sidney Herberl, M.A., Lond., D.Sc., Edin. (8 1859}, Dora {2 1873).
¢f Record, p. 88,
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WiLLiaM CAREY WALTERS, & Newcastle-on-Tyne; ed. Rawdon Coll. ; ord, 16 March, 1875,
at Whitchurch, Salop ; min. Whitchurch, Green End, Baptists, March, 1875-December,
1876 ; Whilchurch, Free Christian (now Church of the Saviour}, January, 1877-Decem-
ber, 187¢; Kidderminster, January, 1880-September, 1887 ; Kensinglon, Essex Church,
October, 1887-)une, 1801 ; Manchester, withont charge.

James Hary, ed. U.H.M.B., 1880-1883; ord. 1883; min. Glenarm, 1883-1885; Kidder-
minster, June, 1888-May, 1890 ; Crumlin, 18go-

Evan Davip PRIESTLEY Evans, son of Owen Evans («. 1865), min. Cefncoed-y-Cymmer,
1837-1865 ; ed. London, M.N.C.: min. Loughborough, 188g-18g0; Kidderminster,
September, 18go- ; m (16 August, 18g0) Emmie, daughter of T. Franks, of Notting-
ham ; has issue.

ToPoGRAPHY.

MS. Church Book, probably in handwriting of Nicholas Pearsall; 3
chapters. This volume, long lost, was recovered in 18¢3, and is now in
custody of the Wardens, in church safe. Seen by the author, (8g4.

New Meeting Record, Feb,-Aug., 1888, Notes by George Hopkins.
History of Kiddernunster, John Richard Burton, B.A., 1890, pp. 134, 143
Seedsower, 18g3-94, p. 183.

Pestiges, p. 117, where also engraving of Baxter's pulpit, with the por-
trait, folios, and Orton's chair.
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KINGSWOOD,—DoLrLax CHAPEL.

Opened October, 5793 ; restored 1874. _
First chapel built 17087 Burnt in Sacheverell riots, 1715.
Second chapel burnt in Priestley riots, 17 July, 1791

MINISTERS.
By several, especially by —— Witten."*  Evans's Lists,

“ Many years supplied by ministers wesident in the neighbourhood, viz., Rev.
Messrs. Eleox, Blick, Tonks,t Tindal, Clements, Phillips”’ James Scott's note
in earliest minute book of Monthly Meeting.

David Lewis 1766-1984
Gearge Lewis, assisians -1785
John Hobson 1787-1791
John Tingcombe 1792-1795
Thomas Moore 1795-18090
Rees Lloyd ... 1810-1839
Thomas LEvans 1839-1848
William Mountford, Ph,D. ... 1848-1850
William Bowen, M.A. 1851-1857
Joseph Heywood 1857-1865
John Birks 1866-187¢
James Taplin 1870-1882
Lindsey Tapli.n, M. A, 1883-1887
Joseph Hardinge Matthews ... 1888-

*Richard Witton, A.M., ¢ 28 December, 1765, ®t. 82, Toulmin's Bourn, 1808, p. 283,

tJobn Toncks, 4, at Hlarborne ; ed. Shrewsbury, by Rev. Samuel Benion, M.D. “His
private fortune enabled him to render, in a measure, gratuitous services in his ministerial
character to small congregations in the neighbourhood of Birmingham ; particularly at
Kingswood, where be preached a number of years, receiving from the people what was
barely sufficient to keep his horse. He was a man of polite and hospitable manners,
generous and beneficent, and of liberal and Catholic principles. e died g July, 1757,
aged seventy years. His only daughter, Mrs. Scolt, of Birmingham (and he had no
son), still survives.”—Toulmin's Bourn, 1828, p. 280. Mrs. Ann Scott, widow of William
Secott, Esqg., and only child of Rev. ]J. Toncks, died in Birmingham, on 8 January, 1813.
~—M.R., 813, p. r20.
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The first meesting-house, said to have been built in 1708, suffered in
the ciots of 1715, when, writes James Scott, an allemp? was made by three
labourers fo burn dowm the chapel,  The fames, however, were extinguished, fwo
of the men were fmmedialely laken, and one of them suffrved capital punishunent
at Horcester.

William Hutton, the Birmingham historian, alluding to this attempted
destruction, says that—
this selitary place had fallen by the band of violence in the beginning of
George 1. (in Lhe Sacheverel agitation of 1714), for which a person of the
name of Dollax was executed, and from whom it acquired the name of St.
Doilax, which it still bears. Three hundred yards beyond they arrived at
the parsonage house, which vunderwent the same faie,

The meeting-house was restored, and left in peace, until destroyed at
the time of the Birmingham Riots. The writer of AN AuTHENTIC ACCOUNT
RioTs i~ BIRMINGHAM, SAYS:—
Sunday, 17 July, 1791, nine o'clock at night. The rioters have been all day
busy in the couniry. Dellox (sic) Chapel, five or six miles from Birmingham,
and Sorhole Mills, are said to have been this day burnt lo the ground.
Birmingham, Tuesday, July 19, Three guariers past Nine in the Morning.
The fires seen from Birmingham, on Sunday, were at (he houses of Mr.
Harwood, Me. Rassell, Mosley Hall, several hayricks, 2 {armhouse, Dollox
Chapel (better known by the name of King's-wood or Hing's-heath Chapel),
and some others;
whilst we get references to Mr. Hobson in A List oF THE Prmxcirat Houses
ONLY THAT HAVE BEEN SET ON FIRE AND PULLED DOWN, viz. i—
Rev. Mr. Hobson's, Balsol Heath. The house of Mr. Hobson, a Presby-
terean (sic) Parson, and the dwellings of Messrs. Budd, Hawkes, Harwood,
and a farmhouse in the neighbourhood of Mosley, were also demaolished.
These persons were marked as principal applauders of (he French Revolution,

Every obstacle was placed in the sufferers” way, from claiming com-

pensation for their losses at the rioters' hands, and even when the sums
were awarded by Government two years clapsed before payment of them.

This society claimed the modest figure of £ 198 8s. gd. for the meeting-
house and £267 14s. 11d. for the parsonage; it received £i3g 17s. 6d.
and £ 200 respectively.

Building operations were soon begun on a site close to that on which
the burnt meeting-house had stood. By October, 1793, the place was
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finished, and on the 28th of that month a memorial was printed and circu-
lated by the society, stating that the rebuilding was accomplished, giving
the dimensions—

39 feet by 33 in the exterior,

and the expense as 4461, exclusive of the members' own manuval labour.
Contributions were requested to supply deficiencies and to raise a fund for
the rebuilding of the parsonage. The memorial also stated that since the
new place had been opened, the congregation was considerably larger, and
had a more numerous attendance of stated hearers than was customary
before the riots. Four bricks, which the author saw #z sifiz on 20 Septem-
ber, 1896, were built into the outer side wall of the meeting-house, at the
corner next to the parsonage, bearing these names and dates:—

THOS. GREVES,
Kingwood, 1792, John Bardill.

War, GREVES, 1792,

5. * GREVES,

1792,

B. ®* GrEVES,
1792.

In 1874, during the ministry of Rev. James Taplin, the building was
thoroughly restored ; his son Russell, a musician of no mean order, being
mainly respensible for the organ improvements.

Situated in one of the most pleasant and retired spots in the county
of Worcester, the chapel, school house, and parsonage bave still an old-
wortld look and charm, remote from all city noise and smoke. The burial
ground, with its many associations and memories, stands in much the same

U
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relationship to Birmingham people as does that of the Ancient Chapel of
Toxeth to Liverpool.

David Lewis seems to be the first resident minister whose name has
come down the stream of time. Mrs. Hutton Beale includes his grave-
stone amongst those facsimiled in her sumptuous MEMORIALS oF THE OLD
MeeTing. On it he is described as—

pastor of a congregation of Profestant Dissenters assembling at King’s Wood,
near this Town.

George Lewis, his son, who, for some time assisted him here before he
became afternoon preacher at Carter Lane, Doctors’ Commons, is described
by Belsham, in his list of Daventry students, as—

eminently acceptable; quitted the ministry ; and became a merchant.

John Hobson’s name is twice met with in the MS. Minutes of the
Double Lectures for 1787, when he was second preacher at Dudley and
first at Oldbury.

Tingcombe, says his biographer*—

was characterized by benevolence, good sense, delicacy of feeling, and
particularly by humility.

His closing years were passed in Bristol, and it was there, whilst on
his way to attend service at Lewin's Mead, that the illness came on him,
which, in a few hours, proved falal. He preached a Dudley and an Qld-
bury Lecture in 1794.

Moore was also a student at Daventry Academy ; alluding to it a few
months before his death, he said :(—
There were, at lhe time I was at Daventry, upwards of fifty students in
the Academy ; indecd, it was the most flourishing period of that institution ;
and I ence heard Mr. Robins (Mr. Belsham's predecessor) say that be never
knew so many young men, respectable, both [or their talent and good
conduct, in the esiablishment at one time.

For some time prior to his relinquishing his connection with the Kings-
wood society, he lived in Birmingham—

where he kept a day school, which he conlinued for many years in London,
whither he removed with his family about 18106, in which year was printed
his ' Bermon on the Sin and Folly of Cruelty to Brute Amimals, preached
at Kingswood, and also at the New Meeting, Birmingham.

*C.R., 1848, p. y03.
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Rees Lloyd was a man of sterling excellence, and to the last had, to
use his own words—
a strong faith in the mercy of God to penitent man, as that mercy is
revealed through His Son Jesus.®

The story of " Euthanasy ” Mountford's life was tenderly and touchingly
told in the /Juguirer, on 10 December, 1887, by Russell Lant Carpenter,
B.A., who had entered Manchester College, York, with him in 1833. His
best work was done in the town of King's Lynn. ‘AMasrfywie,) a Legend,
wherein are contzined Homilies, Conversations and Incidents of the Reign
of Edward the Sixih, first appeared in the Chsistiqn Pioneer, and after it
had been collected into a volume was republished by Dr, Huntingdon, then
a very popular Unitarian minister at Boston, U.S.A., and one of the editors
of the Religions Magazine, and of the Christian Regisler. 1In King’s Lynn he
also wrote ‘ Christianity, the Deliverance of the Soul and its Life.” Dr.
Sadler says :—M». Edwin Ficld thought very highly of ' Martyria] and from
some Lhings in it was anxions that Mountford showld wyite a book on death. The
suggestion was comwunicated, I think, thrvough mysclf, and the reply was that
¢ Enthanasy’ was already tn preparation. This work was first published in
Boston, its full title being “ Euthanasy ; ov Happy Talks towards the End
of Life.” 1t comprises forty-three chapters, in the form of conversations
between the aged Marham and Aubin, his nephew, who had not long fo
live. It contains many passages of rare beauty, and—.

breathes a singularly thoughtlul and elevated spirit of piety.

He could not have written it but for the great trials and sorrows
through which he had passed, while it bears evidence of his varied studies.
It cost him dear,

What with the writing of that baok and (he wretched climate, I was near

dying last autumn (1845}
He suffered from the—

aguish intermittent fever, the peculiar product of the swamps
near King's Lynn, and though he was greatly attached to many friends
there, he did well to remove to Kingswood., At that time the Post Office
was three miles off, there were hardly rwenty houses within a mile of him,
and almost all his acquaintances were farmers, and men who did not read
books.

*C.R., 1839, p. 631.
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Almost quite alone in the wilderness I am, but without the Baptist's liking
for solitude,
He often suffered from—
horribly low spirits—a dreadful business is that of a thinker.
Here, in 1849, he published *' Beautles of Chaoning, with an Essay prefixed.”
It ends thus :—
And now his simple name is a nobler thing than even the books themselves
of most other writers.

In November, 1849, by the aid of a free passage obtained for him by
Dr. Huntingdon, he sailed for Boston, where he arrived after a wretched
voyage of six weeks. He preached at the Thursday lecture, on 17 January,
in the First Church, to a great crowd, many had to stand; among the
audience were Longfellow, and other Cambridge professors and literary
men. Dr. Rufus Ellis writes :—

‘ Euthanasy ' had gone before him, and the delighted readers ware ecaper
lo see and hear a wriler by whom they bad been s0 attracted.

Intending to return, he had not resigned his ministry at Kingswood,
but circumstances made him decide upon remaining in America, thenceforth
te be his home, where he married, wrote ‘' Miracles, Past and Present”
{the first edition (1Byo) was sold in twelve days), lost his loved wife,
suffered financial difficulties, and quietly passed into the Silent Land, valuing
greatly the cordial kindness of the Rev. Brooke Herford, then minister in
Boston, a successor of Dr. Channing and Dr. Gannett, who conducted his
funeral service, a sad contrast between the enthusiasm which had greeted
him oo his arrival in America and the loneliness of his departure.

The Rev. James Taplin devoted the last twelve years of his active life—

to making Kingswood belter than he found it*

The main features in his long life are given in Colpfonia, pp. 34-39.

For all who would know about his son and successor here, Lindsey
Taplin, the town of Todmorden, its magnificent church, its Taplin fountain,
and, above all, its inhabitants, wifl give the answer.

It was not until Tuesday, 15 June, 186q, that the Menthly Meeting held
its first gathering at Kingswood, on which occasion a sermon was preached
by the late Benjamin Wright on the value of Christianity.

*¥Tablet in the Chapel, pity that the medallion on it is nol a better portrait of this
devoted minister ! G.E.E.
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No early register of baptisms nor burials is forthcoming ; if any existed
it possibly perished in the rioters’ burning of the meeting-house in 1701.

The communion vessels, one cup and lour patens are of pewter, all
marked, < K. W. M.”

Davip Lewis, 4 [i729] min. Kingswood, 1766-1783; m. Ann (4. 1797); Issue, George,
Doroihy {#. 18:6).
. 18 December, 1783, =t. g4 : bur. Birmingham, Old Meeting Yard, and removed,
188z, to Witton Cemetery.
¢f P.D.M., 1798, p. 322; Wilson ii., p. 164; Beale, plate, 124 ; Tombstone at Wilten,
seen by author, 1897,

Grorge LeEwis, 8, Kingswocd ; ed. Daventry Aradermy, by Thomas Robins, 177 3 min, Kingswood, assistant,
-1785; London, Carter Lame, alternoon preacher, 1735-1746} when resigned the ministry; Living 1823,

¢ Wilson iL, p. 164} M.R., 1822, p. 148; Joremy, p. 175,

JoHx Hossow, min. Kingswooed, 1787-1791-

. C.F., 1870, p. 23; Minutes of Dudley and Oldbury Double Lectures.

Joun TiNGCOMBE, & [r1771] at Plymouth ; ed. Daventry Academy, 1787-1989, and Hackney
Coll,, 178¢-[1792] by Thomas Belsham ; min. Kingswood, 1792-1795; Devonport,
[1795]-1758 ; Plymouth, 1798-1806; Newport, I. of W., 1806-1815; Bridgwater, 1815-
1826 ; Frenchay, 1829-1835 ; Bristol, withont charge.

4. 9 October, 1848, mt. 77.
of Murch, var, pp. ; C.R., 1848, p. 703 ; Festires, var. pp. ; Minutes of Double Lectures.

THoMas MOORE, & [1767] in Leicesler; ed. Daventry Academy, by Thomas Belsham,

1785-1789 ; min. Dartmouth, assistant, pne year; Walsall, 1790-1794; Kingswood, 1795-

1800; London, where kept school; . Frances (7. 1848); Issue, Frances (m. William
Edwards), Elizabeth (4. 26 June, 1791).

4. 23 August, 1842, 1. 75 bur. New Bunhill Fields, Islington.
¢f. M.R,, 1822, p. 286; C.R., 1842, p. 729; Walsall, Old Meeling-house Register.
Rees Liovyp, & Cardiganshire; ed. Castellhywel, by David Davis; Caermarthen, Pres.

Coll. ; min, Ristey, frtv years [ -1810?]; Kingswoed, 1810-1839; m. and had issue,
Rees Lewis (min. Belper, 1845-1885), Mary (7. 1344).

4.7 July, 1839 ; bur. Kingswood Chapel Yard.
¢t C.R., 1830, p. G30: Nightingale iv., p. 259; personal recollections of aulbor's
father, 18gg.
TroMAS Evaws, min. Kingswood, 1836-1848.
4. 21 June, (848, at father's house, Lampeter.
o C.R., 1848, p. 512,
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WiLLwan MoOuUNTFORD, 4. at Kidderminster; ed. York, M.C., 1833-1838; M.A.?; Ph.D,,
Glessenr, 1843 ; min. Manchester, Strangeways, 1838-1841; Hinckley, 1842-1843; King's
Lynn, 1843-1848 ; Kingswood, 1848-1850; min. at large, U.S.A. ; m. {ro March, 1853)
Elizabeth Boardman (4. 1884), daughter of Benjamin W. Crowninshicld.

d. 20 April, 188s.
of. Recordd, p. 126 Ing., 1887, p. 795,

WitLiaM Bowey, see Cradley.

Josepa HEYwWOOD. 4 1326, at Bolton; ed. UV .H.M.B,, -1857 ; min. Kingswood, 1857-
1865 ; London Domestic Mission, 1865-1879; #. {27 Augusi, 1850} Elizabeth Platt, of

Newcastle-under-Lyme.

7. 2 March, 1879; bur. Aboey Park Cemetery.
¢f. Inq., 1879, p. 158.

Joun BiIrks, 4 al Stoney Middleton, Derbyshire; ed. U.H.M.B., 1861-1864 ; min. Idle,
1865-1866 ; Kingswood, 1866-1850; Taunton, 1870-1883; Derby, 1883-

James TapLiN, 4. 1z December, 1799, al Portsea, Hants; ed. Portsmouth, by William
Means ; Stoke Newington Baptist Academy ; min. Battle, 1823-1871 ; Honiton, 1831-
1840; Colyton, 1824-1846 ; Jersey, 1847-1851 5 Tavistock, 1851-1858; Crediton, 1856-
1870 ; Warminster, 18509-1860; Kingswood, 1870-1882; . {29 December, 1825) Jane
{d. 1895, =t. 88), daughter of Francis Johnson, of Hempton, nr. Fakepham; lssue,
Lindsey, M.A., Russell (4, 8 November, 1886, musician), Julian Pascal (¢, Singapore,
o October, 1867, chiel engineer, H.M.5. Riffeman), James Francis, M. D, (Birmingham),
Anne Laetitia Barbauld {m. Samuel Bromhead), Sarah Jane.

d. 19 December, 1882 ; bur. Kingswood Chapel Yard.
of. Colyionia, p. 34-

LikpsEy TaPLIN, & 18 Tebruary, 18zg, at Baule; ed. Glasgow: M.A. Glas, 25 April,
1850 ; min.: Gloucester, 1832-1856 ; Todmorden, 1556-1880 ; Kingswood, 1883-1887 ;
bachelor.

. 6 November, 1887 ; bur, Kingswood Chapel Yard.

tf. Record, p. 178,

Joserd HARDINGE MATTHEwS, 4. 18 January, 843, al Newbury; ed. U.H.M.B., 1864-
1867 ; Owens Coll., 1867-1869 ; min. Walmsley, 187:-1878 ; Nantwich, 1878-1886 ;
Kingswood, 1888- i #. (28 March, 1872) Mary Faulkner, danghter of David Brown,
of Gorton; Issue, Ernest Hardinge (. 15882), Walter Hardinge (4. 1882), Herbert
Hardinge, Frances Hardinge, Allred Hardinge.

¢f. Record, p. 140-
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ToPOGRAPHY.

An Authentic Account of the dreadful Rivts in Birmingham, occasioned by the
celebration of the French Rewolution on the I¢ July, 27or. London, 1791,

The riots al Bivmingham, July, 179r. Birmingham: published by Arthur
Bache Matthews, 1863,

C.F., 1870, p. z5.
Seedsower, 1894, p. 56.

Vestiges, p. 122,
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LYE.——Hics StTrREET.

Opened 1o December, 1861.
First Meeting-house, opened 5 January, 1806,

MINISTERS.

James Scott 1700-1827%7
William Bowen, M.A. 1828-1850
William Cochrane ... 1850-1866
James Kedwards 1866-187Y
Thomas Bennett Broadrick ... 1877-187¢9
Thomas Fipe 1880-1891
Isaac Wrigley, B.A. ... 18g1-

The name, ' Lye,’ is derived from the Saxon word Zey, meaning a pasture
farm, and the place is so called in old writings and in counly histories.
Up to the middle of the seventeenth century it was an open commeon, with
a few scattered houses. On this common, or Masfe, 2 number of mud
huts were built by the pailmakers of the district about the year 1750—

whose rights to separate frecholds were substanlinted when the Hase was
enclosed in 781"

The habits and manners of these people were perhaps as rude and
barbarous as those of any other district in England. On this neglected
spot there was no accommodation for public worship previously to 17go,
when James Scott, then recently settled at Cradley, determined that he
would, if possible, be the means of remedying such an undesirable state of
things. From 1790 to 1792 he conducted services in licensed dwelling-
houses. Dr. Priestley, in his * Appeal to the Public,' 17g2—-this date should
be carefully recollected-—speaking of Scott and his Lye labours, says:—

The minister of Cradley waited upen the rector of the parish and assured
him that be bad no intention of disseminating any peculiar doctrines, that
his only motive was 10 serve the best interests of his meighbours, and that
if the people of the Establishment would subscribe tewards the building of
a church, he would abanden his design and assist them in theirs; but this
good young man has been unable to accompiish eilher.

*Scolt's © Stourbridge and its Vicinity,”
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In consequence of the Priestley Riots of 1791, and of the spirit of
hostility sgainst dissenters at that time, the Lye lecture was for a short
while discontinued, only, however, to be resumed— though under inauspicious
circumstances —ou z4 July, 1702, when also the Sunday School was revived.
James Scott, writing about this period, says i— HAth calm resignation, I trust
with fond expectation, [ cherish the pleasing theught that dn a few years i
dissenters will, fn o grond mcaswre, lpe down projudice ;o that when the lowering
stovm shall blety coer, wilich metw casls @ deep gloow coev the affairs of churches
and empires; tolen fle sl otilfeth the waves of e voean shall stidd the fomults
of the people, Clristians of difivent denominations fevgettivg the little dfstinctions
of st or pariy, and diicfly mindful of thefr Aigh origin, their fnfimate relation
lo cach offier, and thely glovions destination, shall cmbrace cacl other fn the bonds
of fraternal affcction, and with the avdour of Christian bencvals

The little society—

assembled in a private Rowse 0 fnereased from thirty to sevenly stated
henzrers, and, assumiigg a more regular and serious aspect, it was considered
highly desizable that a place of worship should be erected for its accom-

mdntfon. ®

The scheme was carried into effect, Scott advancing the sum of £z200
towards its erection, which amount his aunt, Mrs. Ann Scott (¢. 8 january,
1813), liberally reimbursed to him, and the remaining sum of £63 8s. od.
was raised by himself and his friends. The little chapel was opened on
Sunday evening, 5 January, 1806, when Rev, Dan. Mercer, of Bilston, con-
ducted the devotional service, and Scott preached from Psalm xcvi., g:—

O worship the Lord in the beauwy of holingss.

Here, on Sunday evenings, and at other times, Scolt continued preach-
ing the Gospel to the poor until the end of his life.  [n addition, ho defrayed
the cest of the purchase of further land, and the expenses of repairing
the building, and bequeathed 200 for its future support.  Shertly after
his death a stone tablet was placed in the chapel to his memory, by Lhe
trustees appointed in 1820, The full inscription, stating this to be the—

first place of public worship ever erceted in this village,

will be found in the Christian Reformer, 1830, p. 408.

“Ing., 1861, p» gr2, which quotes from *f Memoir of Rev. James Scoti.”
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Kentish, in his funeral sermon, described the result of Scott’s labours
at Lye as—

a moral creation.

His successors at Cradley—Bowen and Cochrane—regularly conducted
services here. About 1859 neighbouring friends of the society determined
to erect a new place of worship. A subscription was privately made, a
plot of land immediately adjoining the original chapel was bought and
given by a friend, and a—

small but beautiful and carefully arranged early English church commenced,
from the designs of F. Smalman Smith, While it was in the course of
eraction, the villagers, reverencing the memory of Mr, Scott, who had been
termed ithe Apostle of the Lye Waste, determined to add a clock to the
building, and as the funds collecled did not allow of the extra expense, they
subscribed, in sums varying from a penny upwards,¥
to the amount of 440, which sum was more than doubled by friends. A
clock tower four stories in height, crowned with a bell spire of wood and
slate, was, in consequence, added at one corner of the building. A
stained glass window, by Heaton and Butler, was given by one friend ; it
represents—
the crucified Saviour, with the three Marys at the foot of the Cross.t
Another [riend contributed a carved chair, by Cox and Son, for the com-
munion table, whilst another friend gave the font, composed of one solid
carved block of Caen stone, inscribed round the margin with the words :—
I indeed have baptised you with waler, but He shall baplise vou with the
Holy Ghost.

The opening service was held on Tuesday, 10 December, 1861, Cochirang

conducting the first portion and S. Bache preaching from Psalm xxvi., 8 :—
Lord, [ have loved ihe habitalion of Thy house, and the place where Thy
honour dwcelleth.

In 1866 Mr. Kedwards became the ficst minister solely in charge of
the society, and under him and his successors it has grown to its present
flourishing and healthy state.

The first occasion of the Moenthly Meeling being held here was on g
August, 1806, when it wmel for weligions services af ye dissenling chapel at the

*Ing., 1861, p. 913,
tIng., 1861, p. ¢14.
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Waste. Ten ministers were present, and Benjamin Carpenter preached from
Jeremialh wvi,, 16 :—
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, &c.
James ScoTT, see Cradley.
WiLitaM BOWEN, see Cradley.
WILLIAM COCHRANE, see Cradley.

James KeEpwarDs, ¢&. {1820] at Cradley ; min, Lye, 1366-1877; Raloo, 1877-1885; m. (31
August, 1866) Ann, 3rd daughter of Amos Taylor, of Birmingham.
d. 2 January, 1891, ®t, 71 ; bur, Cradley, Park Lane Yard,

zf. personal knowledge.

ToomAs BENNETT BROADRICK, & 18 October, 1846, sl Dukinfield ; ed. U.H.M,B., January,
186g-December, 1872 ; min. Burnley, 1872-1874; Nantwich, 1875-1877: Lye, April,
t847-November, 187¢; lpswich, 1870-t8g1; Dewsbury, 18¢1-1893; District Minister
for Western Union, 1893- 3 #2.(26 March, 1873) Annie Ashton, daughter of Joseph
Moores, of Manchester; Issue, Harold Ashton, (4. 1874}, Theadora Julie (5. 1876),
Mabe! Annie (5. 1879).

¢fi Recordy p. 26,

TrOMas Pree, ed. Metropolitan Baplist Coll. ; min. Lye, 1886-1891 ; Birmingham, Fazeley
Street Mission, 5 July, 18g1- ; Tate Lecturer, Manchester Coli., Oxford, 18gg-1500.

I[sanc WriGLEY, ed. Rawdon Coll.; Yorkshire Coll,, Leeds; B.A. Lond.; min. Ports-
mouth, High Street, 188g-189r ; Lye, t8o1-

ToPOGRAPHY,
James Scott’s MSS. at Cradley (g.v.) and Stourbridge (q.v.)
M.R., 1806, p. 3z
C.R., 1828, p. 102.
C.R., 1830, p. g08.
Ing., 1861, p. g12.
J.H., 1861, p. 162

Vestiges, p. 160.



172

QLDRBURY.—Tur Orp DissEnting CHAPEL.

Opened 12z July, 1807.
First, built 1708,

MINISTERS.

“Qccasional Ministers, Revs. Messrs. Turton (ejected from Rowley), Russell, and
Tonks; setlled Ministers, the same as Birmingham Old Meeting from Greenwood to
Clarke."—MS. of Rev. Jamrs ScorT, of Cradley.

Daniel Greenwood ... 1700-1730
Edward Brodhurst ... 1714-1730
Daniel Mattock 1732-1746
Joseph Wilkinson ... 1730-1750
William Howell 1746-1770
Samuel Clark 1756-1760
John Bradford 1772-1775
William Procter 1770-1808
Herbert Jenkins 1807-1808
James Fordyce, sugply 18081810
Samuel Grifliths 1811-18:2
Samuel Goode, supply 1812
Timothy Davis .. 1812-1845
William McKean 18435-1869
Henry McKean 1858-

In 18go the Union (dissolved 1896) of the various branches of the
Guild of the Good Shepherd held its anpual festival service in this chapel,
and, in accordance with its custom, a short account of the congregation,
its buildings and its ministers was included in the hand-boak, printed for
use on that occasion. From it the following quotations are taken:—

The congregation was originally connected with an earlier building in Okl-
bury, which was superseded by the present Parish Church in 1841, This
building, called G.ddury Chape/, appears to have been in the hands of the
Presbyterians, before the Act of Uniformily [166z], and for many years
they were left in undisturbed possession. It was built by subscription in
1529, and licensed—but not consecrated— by Jecrome de Ghinuciis, Bishop
of Worcester, an [talian, who was afterwards deprived of his See by Act
of Parliament for non-residence. This Chapel, with certain adjoining proper-
ties—still in the possession of the School Trustees—was surrendered in the
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Court of the lord of the manor in 1659, and this is the beginning of its
written history. Subsequent surrenders took place zt each renewal of the
body of Trustees. Dr. Nash, the historian of Worcestershire, suys of Bishop
Lioyd, one of the seven bishops committed by James [L, and who held the
See from 1699 Lo 1717, thal he ousted the dissenters from this Chapel, and
nolwithstanding the pretence of its standing on cepyhold ground, consecrated
both Chapel and Cemetery. The present meeting-lhiouse was, therefore, a
substitute for the Chapel from which the congregation had becn gjected.
The building was erected on land given in 1708 by John Turton, of the
Brades. In 1515, the Tory mob, which had set on fire the Qld Meeting,
Birmingham, and desiroyed the chapel at West Bromwich, came to Oldbary,
and sel fire lo the building while the minister was preaching.  The amount
of damage done is now unknown. In 1806, the Rev. William Procter was
instrumental in gelting the meeting-house rebuilt at a cost of about £300.
The congregation must have been very small as those resident in Oldbury
only ceatributed £i3. One of the subscribers is still represenled by three
generations in the present congregation.

Dr, Toulmin preached at the reopening, on Sunday, 1z July, 1807, his

text being 1 Chronicles, xxix., 91—

Then the people rejoiced, lor that they offered willingly, becauvse with perfect
heart they offered willingly Lo the Lord: and David, the King, also rejoiced
with great joy.

In 136z, the building was remodelled and refiited al a cost of £300; and
last year [183g) further allerations were effected at a cost of £z00. The
walls are, however, chiefly the walls of 1806, and a small portion of the
original fabric of 1708 siill remains. The leciern and communion {able are
made of cal,, which formed part of the pews of the first building, and 1he
pulpit is the same that was used in the second.

From a short article in the Christian Freeman, 1870, p. 137, which also
gives an engraving of the premises, we gather that in 1728 the trustees
came into possession of 534 acres of land near Oldbury, devised two years
before by John Price, of Halesowen, for the use of the poor, and for support-
ing the minister of the meeting-house. ~ In 1784 the building was purchased
in which the free school was begun three or four years previously; also,
the cottage and land adjoining the meeting-house, but how the funds ((£140)
were obtained is not stated. In 1790, live acres more came to the trustees
for the use of the poor from one Richard Nock, but whether by gift or
purchase is not known. [n 1817, Henry Hunt, Esquire, of The Brades,
handed over to the trustees the house and garden adjoining the school,
purchased by his father and others for the use of the minister,
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The free school, of which the minister had always been master, was
originally, and even till 1845, only a small institution with zo free scholars.
but it has since rapidly developed, by the increasing value of property from
mines and minerals. The large schoolroom was built in 1851 with funds
ient by Thomas Hunt, Esquire, of Handsworth, who, at the clese of his
long treasurecship, presented his successor with 400, the balance due to
him. Class-rooms were subsequently added, making the establishment very
complete f{or educational or congregational purposes.

No records are known to exist of the establishment of the Sunday
School. Mrs. Wm. Hunt, of the Brades, whose husband became a trustee
in 1780, was a teacher in it, and one of the teachers of (816 was living
in 18go. The charitable character of the early Sunday Schools lingered
tong, for up il about 1850 new bonnets, all of one pattern, were given to
the girls on the recurrence of each anniversary. Till a siill more recent
date the Superintendent was a paid officer.

The first settled minister, after the union with the OId Meeting,
Birmingham, was over, was John Bradford, a Daventry student, who, says
Belsham®™—

left off preaching and became a schoolmaster near Covenltry.
His ministey at Oldbury was from 1772 to 1775 ; his name does not appear
in the minutes of the Dudley Double Lecture; whilst the Oldbury lLecture
minutes only begin in 1776.

tGood* William Procter came to Oldbury in January, 1776, from Oalk-
ham, in Rutlandshire, the scene of his first ministry, and remained the
aclive minister of this society until laid aside by a paralytic stroke on
6 March, 1807. In the notice of his death in he minutes of the Monthly
Meeting, of which he was the first secretary for nearly 4o years, it is
vecorded that the distinguishing traily in his tharacler were an artless stmplicity,
and kindness of deportment, and cheerful piefy.  The registers are wilness to
the fact that he baptized some 1,010 children during his ministry, his last
entry bearing date of 8 January, t8ro. He died at his son’s house in
Market Drayton, on Suonday, 3 April, 1814. To his pen we owe the many
interesting, and often quaint notes, to be found in the minutes of the
Monthly Meeting for the first 3o years :—
Stourbridge, 4 Mareh, 1783, prevented smeeting by the inclemency of the season.

#M.R., 182z, p. 106.
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Oldbury, 8 July, 1783, congregation wuusually small,
Oldbury, 6 April, 1784, having nof 20 fearers twe mel in the pesty).

Wolverhawiplon, 7 Mavch, 1786, the cxtreme severtly of the weather prevented my
brethren and wiyself mecting at Wolverhamplon, according to apporutment [ the
conseguence of which was Bro. Griffiths was obliged fo preach himself

Kidderminster, 8 Aupgust, 1786, on account of Walsall wmarket we appeinled to
wmeel on Wednesday, 4 Oclober,

Coseley, 9 February, vygo, my brethren and myself agreed at Coseley lo wmeet lo-
gether at onr monifly interviews Y before eleven, or forfeit 6d,, and in case
of absence fo forfest one siilling.

Didley, 10 August, 1790, no publick service, rule of § February this day recognized
and confirmed.

14 fuly, 15Qu, in the ewvening the Old and New Meckings in Bivmingham were
destroped by a mob, fagelher with the fouse of Dw. Prestly, his Goods,
Apparatus, Library and Maniscridls ; and the foillowing days the Habitations
of the leading Dissenters were plundered and burnt,

Dudiey, 7 February, 1792, 1o public service.  The propriety of introduciug Liturgles
fitlo FPublick dearship #f was proposed lo coustder.

Herbert jenkins is more fully alluded to in the account of Stourbridge

Chapel. Procter being unable to perform his public duties, it was—
a happy and auspicious circumstance, under this afflicting event, that the
Rey. Herbert Jenkins, having some months sinee dissolved his pastoral
connexion at Stourbridge, had been prevailed on to accept an unanimous
invitation 1o officiate at Oldbury, limiting indeed, for the present, his services
to the term of one year.”

His first entry in the register was on 30 August, 1807, his last on 26

June, 1508,

James Fordyce supplied in the interval which elapsed before the settle-
ment of Samuel Grifiths. His first entry in the register is under date of
17 July, 1808, his last, on 14 November, 18og, though judging from the
writing he officiated again, on =z August, 1812, probably as supply after
Griffiths left.

*M.R., 1807, p. 5oo.
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Of Samnel Grilfiths’ ministry bere the author has no particulars, other
than that of a note in the Menfily Meeting minutes of the meeling at
Cradley, z May, 1800, to the effect that the preacher was the R, S Grifths,
wephew of late Mr. G. of Wolverhampton ; and that his Grst entry in the Old-
bury registers bears dute, 2 January, 1811, his last, 23 Mirch, 1812,

Samuel Goode supplicd for a few (three?) months in the first half of 1812

On 14 July, 1812, Timothy Davis removed from Swansea to Birming-
ham, and, as recorded in the register, became minister of ihe Prashyterian
Chapel, Oldbuvy, from Jfuly, 1812, which office he held until his resignation

in June, 1843, just three years prior to his death. FHe was frst cousin o
Timothy Davis (g.v.), of Evesham, being son of Thomas Davis, of Pentre-
sion, who was brother of David Davis, of Castellhywel. He was a frequent
preacher ut the Monthly Meeting, and was twice Dudley lecturer. in un
early number of ¥ Yamofruypdd there is a touching poem from liis pen, full

of reminiscences of his old home and its asspriations.

Willinm McKean, a native of Paisley, was brought up among the Scotch
Independents, being a lay preacher in that denomination. Being in Glasgow
he heard George Harris preach, when he found, whal so many others did,
that he had bheen o Unitarian unawares to himseld; and to the end of his
long life regerded Harris as his spiritual father.  [n 1835, on the recom-
mendation of Huarris, he became mivister of a small society at Alnwick,
and after about a year's residence there moved to Sunderiand, where he
remained some hwo years, when he settled at Walsall.  Seven years alter-
wards he removed to Oldbury, where, for quarter of a cenlury, he was
minister of this society and master of the Free School. "The last years of
a wonderfully zctive ministry were saddened by blindness, which began
to assert itself in 1862 an operation lor cataract proving nnsucce =sful.
On March, 1838, his son Heury, the present estecmed iinister of the
society, became his assistant. He oreached the Dudley lecture on three
occasions, besides being a frequent preacher at the Monthly Mecdig.

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE OLDBURY DOUBLE LECTURE.
1776-1865.

Concerning this lecture, Job Orton says (27 June, 1775) i J wondered
v £ was a child thal no mori netice was laken of Bartholomew's

pery el o
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Day by the disscntors, ay [ had heavd so wueh of ¥ from wiy grandfather and
ollvrs. plaws wolations aud aged Christians,  Oldbury Lectwwr i Bl neighbour-
kood need to de preached in the week in which the 2400 of Awguest foill, and was
fustiteled on purpoic fo commemorale these eminent wn. & ouce preached there,
and considered thelr cave.  Bul on accoun! of Hw harvest it was put of fo the
middle of September [second Tuesday n Septeider), which I think was twrong, as
the olyect of the leetuwe wwas fn time forgotton. 1 persvaded some miiisters whom
I could be free wwith, when they freached i fechure, to feep Trn viere Mhe Fatenlion
of i, and they did so, wuech fo the pleasuse and clification of their hearers”

In his MS. history of Park Lane Chapel, Cradley {q.v.), James Scott
says \—Qidbury Lecture has existed more than a cenfury.  Tradition reports that
a stack of chimnics fell dovvn af the Brades Fouse, by which the Turton family were
e bmmnent danger.  Th expeess thedr grafitude for this delfperance they fnvited
the welghdouring mfnisters lo asiisd thewt in heeping @ day of thankigiving ; whe
Jrom that trme annually assembled in the Dissenting Chapel in Oldbury. I have
sinee learut, from undoubled anfhovily, that ff twas tusfituted to commemorate the
mintsters eiected on Bartholomew's Day, 16632.

David Maginnis, F.R.Hist.S., minister at Stourbridge (q.v.) 1862-1884,
in his ** Historical Sketch,” read at the Centenary Celebration of the Monthly
Meeting of Protestant Dissenting Ministers of Warwickshire and the neigh-
bouring Counties, held in Birmingham, 13 December, 1882, says :—" A
traditional account attributes the origin of the Oldbury Lecture to the
following incident——The Turton family, who resided at the Brades, pacrowly
escaped serious injury from the falling of a part of their house, and they
invited the neighbouring ministers to assist them in keeping a Day of
Thanksgi\fing, and it has been stated that the ministers from that time
annually assembled in the Oldbury Dissenting Chapel. The fact seems
to be that the Cldbury Lecture, though not coeval with the Dudley Lecture,
was founded for the same object by successors of the ejected ministers,
and that the Brades accident occurring about the same time as one of the
Oldbury Lectures was naturally made a prominent subject of thanksgiving
by the brethren, the Turtons being un influential and much respected family,
with whom the eminent minister of that name, of Birmingham and Oldbury,
was closely connected.”

The earliest reliable record of this lecture is the minute book, which
begins in 1776,

w
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A list of the lecturers [rom this year to the discontinuance of the lecture
in 1864 is given in Vestiges, pp. 353-358. After this year Oldbury was in-
cluded as one of the places visited by the Mowthly Mecting.

The registers are ! —

I. Births and Baptisms ... 1715-1745
1. Births and Baptisms ... 1730-1813
IT11. Births and Baptisms ... 1776-1799
IV, Births and Baptisms ... 18oo-1812
V. DBirths and Baptisms ... 1812-1837

[NoTeE.—Whilst these pages are going through the press the avthor has bad an oppor-
tunity of examining the original registers, now in Somerset House. The first is a thin
volume, 4X{in. by 13in. tall, 114 pages, closely written on both sides, and enclosed in a
worn brown paper cover. The wriling is much faded. At the head of p. 1 is writlen :—
Children Baptized by Fn, Peack in and about Oldbury. The first entry is Wiltiant 5. W,
Dewning, b 13 New, 1715 —Farks. The next, Feb. ye 1oth, 171, Hawnah o, Danicd and
Foan Feln. There are 30 entries in the same handwriling as the heading, the last being,
1717, Thoptas 5. Ldward Hollidge, of Tividale, and A [worn away] Ais wife, b. Fzb. ye [gone]
Baptised ye 1725, Other surnames include those of Byraw, CUf, Cook, Cooper, Grenger,
Harrold, Hill, funt, Banks, Parsonage, Rose, Stanley and Vardiey. From 4 April, 1717, to
the last of the 229 in the register on 29 December, 1745, the entries are in different hand-
writings. On the last page are some indistinct eniries of the nature of memoranda :—

October ye 4, 1723, Then paide to Mr. aock {owards his poover

leavey, 12 ponrds and ten shfitiugs . v K1z 10 o
Qetober ye 23, paid Mr. Nock towards kis feawy z10 o
decestber ye 17, 1722, Pd. My, Neck towards his 7 wenths' leaver,

3 quris . 5 ¢ ©
december ye 5y p. #er. dock x’awam’s a’u.r !.fawj-' 14 ¢ O
Fanwary ye 18, pd. e, nock 6 o o
Feburary ye 13, pd. - 20 0
Apriil ye 18, 1723, rm’wa’ Lhen af )Eamny &a!fmmay A (e’ueu

shillings - 33 -]

toivards 100 jyeares Renf af Ja.a'ey a’ay fasf pm.r, Aprxfe’ 25, 1724
[gone], for mr. finsch
25 Baps which 45 24
11 Bags whick 45 1o e e 4 0 ©
12 Dags of wails carried to wells green ye 12 and 13 ofmm
which ¥ 10
Fuly 31, 5 P. of dvon brought from dudly, and 10 bags of nails
carrizd to birminggam whick [gone].

The surname of Nock frequently occurs in the entries.
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Register No. il is a book of 32 pp., § of which are closely written on both sides,
and z4 blank, g}in. by 8in. tall, in a limp marbled paper cover. The heading of p. i
i8 A Register of the chitdren Baptized at Qlfbury wmeeting in ye FParish of Hales Cuwen, in ye
Cowenly of Sulzp. The frst entry is Bewjaniin 5. Fos. and Mary White, bap. 20 Far, 1771 ;
the last of the 103 in the book, Sarek o Feseph and Phebe Thompsen, born 29 Ang., 1813
buaprized in Rowiey Chitred,

The author has taken copies of all enkries in these two registers. In sending them
to the Registration Commissioners, the Rev. Timothy Davis, writing from Qfdbury, 6
May, 1837, says:—d Repister has been lost, but it is so long since that I have not becnn adie
o ascertain the particnlers, ner fhe fme over which the register extended, only that it occwrved
betineere 1715 and vpyb.  There were lwo Sk registers tu the Aands of n person whose father
had been Clerk fo the Chagel, and the dificulty we met with in vecovering these has, in a measure,
cazused the delay,

Is it nol yet possible by diligent search in and around Oldbury to recover this

missing register? G.E.E.]

Joun Braprorp, ed. Daventry Academy, 1766- , by Caleb Ashworth, D.D.; min.
Oldbury, 1472-159%5; left off preaching and became schoolmaster near Coventry.
ef, M.R., 1822, p. 1g6.

WiLLiaMm PROCTER, ¢ near Nuneaton; ed. FHloxton Academy, September, 1765- . by
Drs. Kippis, Rees and Savage; min. Qakham, -1776; Oldbury, January, 1776-
1808 ; @ Ann ; Tssue, William Tullideph {sic in register), (3. 9 August, B, 12
September, 1777, by Rev. Wm. Denny Wood, of Dudley ; min. Dean Row, 1803-1814;
Prescot, 1814-1826).
¢f. M.R., 1814, p. 247 ; Qldbury Register, No. it

HERBERT JENKINS, see Stourbridge.

James Forpvee, min. Oldbary, sepsly, 18cB-ilio,

SAMUEL GRIFFITHS, min. Qldbury, January, 1811-March?, 1812,

Samuet Goopg, min. Oldbury, sugedy, Aptl®July? 18re.

TiMoTny Davis, & [1786], at Pentregsion, S.W,; ed. by his uncle, David Davis, Castell-
hywel ; Caermarthen, Pres. Coll,, 18o05-1807; min. Oidbury, July, 812-June, 845;
#1. Ann i Issue, David Francis (4. at Caermarthen, 17 April, 1810}, Maria (4
28 May, 1813; 4 10 August, 1838), Emma (4. 22 May, 1816).

. 13 April, 1849, ®t. 63; bur. Cradiey, Park Lane Chapel Yard.
¢f. Oldbury Registers; lombstone at Cradley; information from Rev. Rees Jenkin
Jones, M.A., Aberdare, 1808,

Wistiam McKean, & [1737] at Paisley; min. Alnwick, 1835-1836; Sunderland, 1836-1838;
Walsall, 1838-1845; Oldbury, 1845-1860; twice married; Issue, fourteen children, ten
survived him, Henry {g.v.), Elizabeth Jane {#. Thomas Timmins, ‘Apostle of Mercy,”
. 1858},

d. 28 July, 1869, =t. 8z ; bur. Cradley, Park Lane Chapel Yard.

of. Ing., 1869, p. 533
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Henry McKrax, e, U H.M.B. ; min. Oldbury, 1838- i . (1) (18 October, 1858) Mary
(4. 1878), eldest davghter of Wm. Probat, of Rawley, {(2) (z September, 1879) Julia,
second daughter of Samuel Spruce, F.G.5., of Tamworth; Issue, Harry Probat (/.
1862), and ofhiors.

ToOPOGRAPHY.

MS. Copy of the Registers, made by and penes editor, 18go.
M.R., 180y, p. 300

Ing., 1857, p- 381.

C.F., 1870, p. 157.

Guild of the Good Shepherd Festival Book, 18go.

Vesliges, p. 193,
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SHREWSBURY.—Hicn STreET.

Opened 25 October, 1691.
Restored, enlarged, and reopened, 12 March, 1885.

MINISTERS.
John Bryan, M.A. ... 167 3-1699
Francis Tallents, M.AY 1673-1708
James Owen 1700-1706
Samuel Benton, M.D. 1706-1708
John Gyles, M.D. ... 1708-1730
John Reynolds 1708-1718
Charles Berry 1721-1741
Job Ortor ... . 1741-1766
Francis Boult 1743-1746
Moses Carter 1746-1747
Joseph Fownes 1748-1789
Benjamin Stapp 1766-1767
Ralph Harrison e 1769-1771
Joseph Smith 774-1781
Pendlebury Houghton 1781-1787
John Rowe ... 1787-17¢8
Lewis Loyd, suppéy, summer months . 14789

Arthur Aikin 1793-1795
George Augustus Case 17981831
Richard Astley 1831-1854
James Riddell McKee 1854-1873
Edward Myers, F.G.S. 1873-1897
James Christopher Street 18g7-

In the case of this society the author does not deem it necessary to
dwell on its history prior to 1847, the year in which it appeared from the
pen of Richard Astley, in the Chsistian KReformer, under the title of the
t Presbyterian Meeting-house, Shrewsbury.” These two valuable articles

*Tallents' sisler, Mary, ». Edward Hitchingon, and was mother of Fraacis Hutchin-
son, 1660-1739, bishop of Down and Connor.—Dic. Nat. Bivg.
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were printed separately in the same year; they contain large slices of Job
Orton'’s historical Account—Spwme Memoirs of the Clurch of Christ alb Shretvs-
bury, o the County of Salop, assembiing al the Chappell in the High Streel, and
knoton by the name of Presdyferign, Ann. 174£3—which he inserted in the Church
Record Book.

Since 1847, however, much has been written by varicus persons about
Job Orton, and as all readers of this book may not have access to the
Dictionary of National Biography, the author thinks they will be grateful if
he here inserts an extract from the article by “A.G.,” which has recently
appeared in it :—-

Orton succeeded Berry on 29 September, 1741, The small independent
congregation at King's Head Chapel (of which his father was a member)
was also vacant by the removal of John Dobson to Walsall. [ts z3 members
offered to join the High Sireet Congregation, and it was the prospect of
the union that was Orton's maio inducement to leave Northampton. The
King's Head congregants were admitted to fellowship on 5§ November, 1741,
being 'vnanimously agreed that the old distinguishing names of Presbyterian
and Independent should be entirely dropped and forgotien, and the sacred
name, Christian, alone be uvsed,” The death of Orton's father a fortnight
iater affected his health, and the work al Shrewsbury was henceforth mainly
carried on by his assisiants, of whom the third in succession, Joseph Fownes,
became his firm (riend. On 18 Seplember, 1745, Orton received Presbyterian
ardination in High Strect Chapel at an assembly of thirty ministers, headed
by Samuel Bourn, the younger, and Joseph Motlershead. He declined, in
1746, an invitation to be Bourn's colleague in Birmingham, CQrton was
pressed, in March, 1752, to succeed Doddridge as minister at Northampton s
Caleb Ashworth, D.D., had already been elected to the Academy in terms
of Doddridge's altered will, He hesttated some time, but eventually (27
April) declined. Ie refused a synchrenous invilation {o succeed Obadiah
Hughes, D.D., at Prince’s Street, Westminster ; he had a prejudice against
Loadon, and never visited it in his life.  Afier three refusals he went 10 Buxton
1o recruit his health,

Orton preached for the last time on 15 September, 1765, which he reckoned
his birthday, owing fo the change of style. In 1766 he resigned. Disputes
arose about the appointment of his successor, and, on the election of Benjamin
Stapp, an Arian, there was a large orthodox secession (12 October, 1766),
Orton withdrew (26 October, 1766) intending to setile at Birmingham (where
he had relatives), but could find no guarters. Chance took him to Kidder-
minster for the winter, He was there attended by James Johnstone, M.D,,
to whose skill he considered that he owed his fife. He remained at Kidder-
minster, and bought a bouse. He encouraged the Shrewsbury seceders in
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building a new chapel, and go! Roberl Gentleman to be (heir minister. At
the same time he kept up his [Hendship with Fownes, In 1580, the Kidder-
minsler Presbyterian Congregalion was divided on the appointment of a
minister. The seceders this time were more or less heterodox, but Crton
again encouraged the formation of a new congregation, of which Gentleman
ultimately became minisler.

Orton's posiiion in the dissenting world was peculiar, and not easily nnder-
stopd. Both orthodox and heterodox dissenters have venerated him as a
patriarch.  Kippis thought him ‘ong of the most striking preachers " he ever
heard ; but his repute was not that of a preacher, and his period of greatest
iafluence was that witich he spent as a valetudinarian recluse at Kidderminster,
He corresponded with dissenting ministers of all sections, and with many
clergymen.

In the same book of Church records, alluded to above, there is in the
handwriting of Job Orton a list of the members of the High Street saciety
at the time of the union, together with a list of those who came over from
the Independents after his settlement as minister of the former society.
These lists were printed in Eddoues’s Shrewsbury Journal, 8 July, 181, and
are here given, being reproduced from a copy revised by the late Rev.
Edward Myers, and now in the author's possession.

A LIST QF THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
ASSEMELED AT THE CHAPPELL IN THE
HIGH BTREET, SHREWSBURY, 1741

Job Orton, pastor [d. at Kidderminsler, July 19, 1783]

Richard Allatt, . Feb. g, 1766, aged 88. [The father of the
founder of the Allatt School, of this town.]

Mrs, Allat, his wife, gone to the New Mecting [now Swan Hill
Chapel]

Thomas Wright, of Bicton

Mary Jones, of Ukinton, dead

Mrs. Fernehaugh, of Preston, d. Oct. 6, 1745, aged 65

Judith Tipton, d. Aug. 20, 1755, aged b

Edward Tipton, dead

Mary Clark, d. April t4th, 1757, aged 8o

Ann Clark, d. Feb. 22, 1756

Elizabeth Cowckley, d. Jan. 14, 17.41-2, aged 8o

Mary Woed, d. June &, 1782, aged 79 or So

Grace Platt, d. June, 1751

Mary Tristram, d. Jan. 1, r748-g, aged 87

Widow Hyth [or Lyth], d. 1731, aged 70
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Widow Richinrdss=, & Octl 1a, 1743, aged 74
Marths Catler. removesd
Ruth ®ivhels, d. Sept. 15, 1746, aged 77

r er. do April 13, 1745, aged 8;

to Loadon, d. Ocl. 11, 1750, aged 74

Graee Guee, reiovad and since dead

Lydiz Gee, now Hunt of Birmingham

Widow Poyner, d. Ocl. 22, 1744, aped 8z
Elizabeth Benion, d. March, 1742

Ann Benion, d. Nov. 8, 1754, aged 38

Sarah Gregory, d. May 19, 1770, aged 83 or 84

Samuel Urwick, of Shelton, left this congregation and gone lo

the New Meeting

Sarah Urwich, of Shelron, d. July, 1788, in the gznd year of her

ige
Mra. Warter, of Cruckton
Samel Kyssin, d. April 2, 1799, aged 76
Miu, Hyssin, his wife, d. Jan. 10, 17455, nged g7
Widow Edwards, d. May ro, 1742, aged 6o
Mary Nicholas, now Langford
Mary Reynolds, d. Nov. z3, 1775, aged 77
Widaw Souier, d. Feb, 9, 1744-5, 2ged 70
Widow Revnolds, Brazier, d. March 14, 1753
Dorothy Seuter, now Hughes, gone to the New Meeting
Widow 5t il Jan. B, 1753, aged 9z
Jane Jones, i, Feb, 15, 1743-4, aged g2
Mary Chanidler, d. July 5, 0776, [ think aged 8y or 82
Richard Harris, removed, d. Aug. 21, 1983, near Whitchurch
Jane Harris, removed, d. Jan. 1768, [ think near Whitcharch
Ellzabeth Huarris, d, Feb. 19, 1741-2
John Nichols, d. July 28, 1756, aged 81
Mary Nichols, d. Feb. 13, 1757
Williain Harrold, gone off to the New Meeting
Ann Gittins, now Cotton, d. March 5, 1969

Lbenezer Benion, d. Aug. 9, 1763, agel 73

Ann Bepies, his wife, d. Aug. 5, 1760

Thoemns Lawrange, removed 1o Birmugham
Themas Berrisford, . Dec. 31, 1742, aged 7z
Mary Dwaton, d. June 9, 1760, aged 78

Tostuan Symonils, 4. Aug. 2, 1756, aged 66

Jane Symonils, d. Feb, 4, 1748-9, aged 6o

John Fawkener, d. Qct. 13, 1752, aged 74

Mrs. Fawkener, hig wile, d. Sept. 30, 1758, aged o
Sarah Hordley, d. Feh, 21, 1560, aged o
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Samuel Fawkener, d. May 17, 1756

Mra. Fawkener, his wife, &, May 10, 1743, aged 66

Edward Aenold, d. Oct, g, 1743, aged So

Mrs. Arnold, his wile, d. April 29, 1744, aged 74

Elizabeth Clarke, Jd. April 3, 1743, dged 40

Samuel Morris, d. May 17, 1749, aged 56

Mary Morris, d. July 11, 1757, aged 51

Richard Willlams, of Berwick, d. Aug. 9, 1762, aged &

Thomas Eickerian, d. Nov. 2, 1758, aged 65

Sarah Bickeries, his wifp, went off with those who altend the
New 3l atingr, «L June 8, 1773

Mary Bason, Claremnont, d. May 28, 1761, aged 49

Jehin Hickerton, gone off 1o the New Meeting

Thomas Mason, d. June 6, 175, nged §1

Waiter Moreton, d. March 4, 1760, aged 78

Ruth Barkley

Arthur Daekin, d. July 4, 1741 sged 72

Williasn Hordley, of Hilley, the oldest member of the church,
admitted 1683, d. Oct. 23, 1752, aged 87

Mrs. Hordley, bl wife, d. June 8, 1992, aged 73

William Jones, of Bieton, d. Jan, 28, 1760, aged 52

Margt. Jones, of Bicton, . Oct. 23, 1735, ngedd Go

Rebecea Evans, d. July 8, 1756, aged 8o

Hannah Pugh, d. [ think, March 2, 1791

Samue! Svmonds, senr, d. Dec. 21, 1763, aged 67

Mrs. Clacke, d. April 30, 1751, aged 88

James Williumns, removed to Ireland

Alexander Griffiths, d. Nov. 22, 1747, aged 61

Abigal Griffiths, d. Qcl. 22, 1746, aged 76

Sarab Craig, d. July, 1y, 15751, aged 50

William Datrell, d. January 11, 1750-1, aged 75

Sarah Jones, d. April 4y, 1743, aged 62

Widew Rowers, d. Jan. 21. 1757, aged go

Widow Waibrook, d. Oct. 29, 1752, aged 82

Aguness Owen, d. June, 1752, aged 76

Widow Tovey, d. June, 1756

PERSONS ADMITTED Bv ReV, G, BBERRyY.

Elizabeth Daekin, d. March g, 1742-3, aged 32

Macy Havris, d. Oct. 10, 17354, aged 47

Andrew Marshall, removed to Scotland

Richard Wond, dlracon, d. Aprl 27, 1732, aged 48
Sarah Willlams, snow Heatll, gone off to the Meeting
Han. Davis, now Vaughan, of Chilton



186

Han. Milward, of Shawbury, d. Mareh 2z, 1753, aged 47
Mr. James Mason

Abigal Mason, d. Jan. 9, 1778

Jane Mason, d. Oct. 4, 1772

Mary Mason, now Fownes, d. Feb. 6, 1788, aged 43

“THE MEMBERS OQF THE CHURCH FORMERLY ASSEMBLING AT
YE KING'S HEAD, BUT UNITED WITH YE OTHER,
NOV. 5 1741."

Susanna Brown, of Preston, d. Nov. 14, 1746, aged 75
Richard Beringtlon, d. Feb. 16, 1747-8, aged 81

John Bromley, at London, <. Jan. 1745-8, aged 82
Widow Goddard, d. July, 1753, aged 81

Sarah Vaughan, of Edgboult, d. Jan. 1758, aged 3¢
Peter Morgan, senr., d. Jan. 12, 1741-2, aged 73
Elizabeth Griffith, d. May 13, 1743, aged 58

Job Orton, senr., d. Nov. 18, 1741, aged 32

Mary OQrton, d. May 26, 1762, aged 76

James Quarrell, d. Jan. 25, 1763, aged 4q

Martha Quarcrell, d. Jan. 4, 17467, aged 735

Thomas Gittins, d. Jan. 15, 1767

Hannah Gittins,
Mary Wall,
Brown,
Abigal Brown, New Moor, removed to Manchester
Peter Morgan, junr., of Watley, d. April 4, 1760

John Berington, removed, d. May 12, 1960

Peter Hughes, d. Dec. 13, 1742, aged 36

Samuel Hughes, d. July 29, 1765

Joseph Hughes, d. Aug. 28, 1745, aged 33

Theoda. Colley. 4. Oct. 18, 1753

Peter Colley, removed to Worcester, d. April, 21, 1757

Left the Congregation in the High Street,
and gone to the New Mceeting.

Richard Astley's biography appeared in the Clwistian Reformer, 1853,
p. 265. He was much, and deservedly loved in Shrewsbury. His influence
was felt among the geveral population of the place, so that his death, even
though he had for some time ceased to reside among them, caused a general
expression of regret and concern. His funeral, for he was laid near his
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sister in the grave-ground of St. Chad’s, not far from this meeting-house—

was attended with some rather unusual expressions of regard. The clergy-
man of that parish closed his windows for the whole of the day.

James Riddell McKee's early years were devoted to tuition. In 1833,
he left his native [reland to occupy the position of assistant to Dr. Beard
in his school at Manchester. Subsequently he became partner in the
establishment, and for several years the connection with Dr. Beard was
maintained with mutual advantage, and was the basis of a life-long friend-
ship between the two families. When circumstances led to the retirement
of the two partners, McKee undertook the management of a large public
school at Tavistock, Devon, and for four or five years resided in that
pleasant town, engaged chiefly in his scholastic pursuits. But he seemed
to long for the especial work of the ministry, and he returned to Man-
chester on an invitation to conduct Unitarian services at Pendlebury; he
also gave private lessons in the family of the late Mr. Aspinall Turner, as
well as in several other families and schools in the neighbeurhood. In
1854, he was chosen minister of this society, where he remained nearly 20
years. This he regarded as the happiest period of his life. He entered
heartily into the works of the various philanthropic and educatjonal institu-
tions of the town. After his retirement, consequent upon advancing years,
he removed to London, where he lived till his death. His wife was the
only child of John Jeffery, minister at Billingshurst, the companion and
friend of Miss Harriet Martineau in her American travels, and to whose
sterling worth that noble woman, in her autobiography, bears a cordial
testimony.

Of Edward Myers and his ministry here, of his gracious presence and
well-nigh unigue personality, of his intense sympathy with, and never-failing
encouragement 10 his younger brethren in the ministry, the author dare
not yet attempt to tell. What Mr. Myers was to him personally none will
ever fully know. God grant to him eternal rest, and let light perpetual
shine on him. As his successor here has truly said of him—

He was one who consccrated himsell to the scrvice of man, which is the
bighest service of God, .

The register of births and baptisms, deposited in Somerset House, by
Richard Astley, covers the period, 1692 to 1836.
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PLATE.

Cups {2), silver, gins. tall, bell, stem, foot. Hall-marks worn. [nscrip-
tion on bell of each :--
Doxun
IS

Huwe Eccrests

EX Resmuo
BonoruM Downnr

Tows Brvan.

1735-

TransLaTiON.—The gift of 1. 5, to this church, from the residue of
the goods of John Bryan. :73s.
NoTeE.—Bryan died on 31 August, 1699, and was buried in St. Chad’s, Shrewsbury,

These fine cups were exhibited in the Ecclesiastical Art Exhibition held al Shrews-
bury, in connection with the Churely Congress, 896 ; also, in 18¢8, al the Exhibition of
Shropshire Antiquities, held in the Mumic Hall, Shrewsbury, catalogue, No. 64-

Patens {2}, pewter, gins. diameter, plain.

Jouw Bavan, b at Coventry; ed. Cambridge, Emmanuel and Peterhousc; B.A., 1647
M.A., 1651; min., chaplain to Earl Stamford; Loughborough, /etnrer ; Didlesbury,
Shrewsbury, Abbey Church (Eloly Cross), ¢divs, Scptember, 1652- ; minitter, March,
165g-27 March, 1650 ; St Chad's, srinister, 10g-ej, 1662 ; preached privalely, 1673- ;
Hirh Street Meeting-house, 16g1-1605.

#, 31 August, 1659 ; bur. Shrewsbury, S5t. Chad's (Old) Church Yard.

of Noncon. Mem. ii.,, p. 331: P.D.M., 1795, p. 183; C.R., 1847; May, p. 249, et. sq.
{error in pagination here).

Francis TaLLesTs, & November, g, at Pelsley, nr. Chesterfold ; ed. Cambridge,
Peterhouse, 1635- ; Magdalen Coll. 3 M.A., Ganiab. ; erd, 20 November, 1648, in
London, by 3rd Classical Prestwicey; president, Magdalen Coll., 1652 ; min,
Shrewsbury, St. Mary's, nominated s minister, 4 January, 1652/3; regularly appointed,
to QOctober, 1861-¢j. ¢ September, 1662 ; Shrewsbury, preached privaisly, 1687- ;
High Street Meeling-house, 16gr-1708; w. (1) Anne {. 11 March, 1638), daughter of
Gervase Lomax ; Issue, Hildersham (<. infancy), Francis {&. 7 Sejslember, 1656); (2)
(27 November, 1661) Martha (bur. 21 July, 1663), daughier of Thomas GClive, of
Walford, nr. Baschurch; (3) Mary, widow of — {ireenhill, her firsl bushand being
——Robinson ; (4} wife bur, 11 March, 1701/2.

7. 11 April, 1708, in 8pth year.
¢f. Nencon. Mem. ii., p. 332} C.R., 1847, as for Bryan.
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Jaxes OwEeN, &, 1 Novemboer, 1654, at Bryn, parish of Abcrnant, Caermusthvsslie ; ed.
Caermasthen, Gr. Scheol, philosophy by Samuel leses, M.A., Brynllywarch Acailemy,
1672, and by Steplan: Hughes, Swansea, whose pesistant he was in ministry there ;
ord. Qeiober, 1677; win. chaplain to Mrs. Baker, Swoeney, nr. Oswestry, 5076;
Oswestry, 1676-[1679?}-1700 ;  Shrewsbury, 1700-17¢6 ; wr. (1) {17 November, 1679)
Saruh Geerge (7 16g3) 1 Issue, soves, two servived him; (2) (1603) widow (7. 1699k
of Alderman R. Edwards, of Oswestry ; (3) (12 Avgust, 1700) Elizabeth, daughier of
Joln Wynne, and widow of John Hough, of Chester.

. 8 April, 1706.
¢ Meo Nat, Bisz, ; Shropshire Congregationalism, Ernest Elliot [1848] p. 32,

SaMurL BEWION, see Whitchurch,

Jou®r GvLES, eldest son of John Gyles, silenced i662; M.D.; min. Shrewsbury, 1708-1730.
4. z3 March, 1730,
¢f/. Noncon, Mem. ii., v 3543 C.R., 1847, as for Bryan, and p. 323.

Jonx Revxouns, 4 19 February, 1667, at Wolverhampton ; ¢d. Stourbridge, Free School;
Oxford ; Pembroke Coll; malr., g July, 1684 ; ord. 3o Muy, 1620, in Oldbury Chapel ;
min. chaplain Lo Mr. Foley, of Presiwood, 16gg-1706 3 Gloncester, 1708-1708 ; Shrews-
bury, 8 July, t7o8-early 1718 ; Walsull, 1721-1727, withou! charpe, dut freely assisted
Foln Godiey.

4. z4 Augusl, 1727 ; bur. West Bromwich.
of. Dic. Nat. Biog.

Cnarres BEeRRy, 4 |1700]; ed. Tewhashery Academy, by Samuel Jones; min. Shrews-
bury, 1721-1741 ; w1, —— Mason, of Shrewsbury ; Issue, John.
4. 1741, 2t 41,
of. Die. Nog, Biog. ; Urwick's Noonconfermity in Woreesler, 1897, p. 104,

JoB OrroN, 4. 4 September, 1717, at Shrewsbury; ed. Shrewsbury Grammar School, 8
years ; Northamplon Academy, by Dr. Doddridge, March, 1730 iomin. Shrews.
bury, 15740-1906 3 Kiddevminstor, withont chazge, 1766-1783; bachelor.

g July, 1785; bur. Shrewsbury, St. Chad’s (Old).
oft Dic. Nev.o Biog,

Fraxcis Bouvr, 4. 1712, at Newmarkel, Flins; ed. Caermarihen, Mres Coll, -1735;
min. Newmarket, 1725-1743 ; Shrewsbury, August, 1943-1746 ; Wrexham, 1746-[1986].
.7 April, 1787, 2t Chester,
of PLDUM., vpon, pe 2ot CLRL, 1847, oo 324-

Moses CArTER, & [1714); min. Ringwood, Hants, 1746 ; Shrewsbury, 24 June, 1736-
24 October, 1747,

a. z3 October, 1747, 21, 33
of. C.R., 1847, p. 324-
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JoserH Fowwes, b. July, 1715, al Anrdover, Hants. ; ed. Findern Academy, by Dr, Latham,
1730-1735 5 ord. z0 April, 1743, at Dudley; min. Cradley, 1736-1748; Shrewsbury, 24
June, 1748-November, 1985; . (1754} Mary, daughter of Thomas Mason, of
Shrewsbury.

4. 5 November, 1789 ; bur, Shrewsbury, St. Chad's (Old).
¢f. Dr. Kippis's Preface to Fownes's Jnguiry inte the Principles of Toleration, 1hird
edition, Shrewsbury, 17g0; C.R., 1834, p- 266 ; 1847, p. 324-

BeEnIamN STarr, 4 [1743]; ed. Warrington Academy, 1760-1966, and sub-fufor of its
Breparatory school ; min. Shrewsbury, October, 1766-March, 1767.
#. 1 March, 1767, L. 24.
¢f M.R., 1813, p. 268; 1814, p. 204; C.R., 1847, p. 326.

RaLrH HaARRISON, & 10 September, 1748, at Chinley ; ed. Warrington Academy, & October,
1763- ; min. Hale, 1967-1780, in charge only, net min, there, Shrewsbury, 176g-1771 ;
Manchester, Cross Street, 20 December, 1771-November, 1810, &t did nor preach
after 180p; mt. (1) (6 March, 1775) Ann, daughler of John Touchet; {2) Rebecca (.
3 November, 1835, =t. 98); [ssue, Ann {& 1778, & 1811}, William (& 21 May, 1479,
min. Blackley, 1803-1853), lames (. 1783), Ralph Cooper (4. 17835, . 1504), John (5.
1786, &. 1853}, Sarah (4. 1788), James (4. 1791), Anne {(#. Thomas Ainsworth).

#. 24 November, 18r0; bur. Cross Street Chape), Manchester.
ef. Record, p. 174, and Cross Street Chapel Registers.

Joseru ShutH, b [1755] al Godley, Cheshire ; ed, Warrington Academy, 1769-1774; min.
Shrewsbury, 1774-1781; Liverpool, Benn's Gacden, 17811801 celired, 1801; o
Phozbe {#. 1817, @t. 60}; [ssue, James Houlbrooke (4. 186g, =t. 74).

&, § August, 1815, =t. 6o ; bur. Toxteth Parl Chapel Yard,
¢f. Recordd, p. 101

PeNpLESURY HOUGHTON, & 1758, in Gee Cross Parsonage, Hyde; ed. Warrington
Academy, September, 1773- s Where tuter, 1778-177g; min. Failsworth, Dob Lane,
1775-1781 ; Shrewsbury, 1781-19 August, 1787 ; Norwich, 1787-November, 1808 ; West-
minster, Prince’s Streel, November, 1868-1811; Norwich (znd time), February, 1812-
181z ; Liverpool, Paradise Street, November, 1812-1823; m (1799) Barbara (¢. 180z),
daughter of John Brooks, of Norwich, and widow of John Stewart Taylor: lssue,
Mary Pendlebury (w. Henry Gibson Dowson).

4. 3 April, 1824 ; bur. Geldeston Church Yard,
of Recard, p. g1,

Joun Rowg, 4 17 April, 1764, at Spencecomb, nr. Crediton ; ed. Exeter, by Joseph Bret-
land ; Hoxton Academy, by Drs. Kippis, Ree¢s, and Savage, -1786; Hackney
Coll., September, 1786-June, 1787 ; min, Shrewsbury, 14 October, 1987-May, 1708:
Bristol, 1798-1832; m. (1788) Mary (4. 1823), sister of Richard Hall Clarke, Esquire,
of Bridwell House, Devon; Issue, elpht chitdren, five died infuancy, John (8. 30 November,

g1

1799, d. 17 December, 1827, in Mexico), Eliza Clarke (4. 25 November, 1792, . 1829,
m. Benjamin H. Bright, Esquire), William Tayleur (4. 22 June, r796).

7. 2 July, 1833, aL Sienna; bur. Leghorn, Protestant Cemetery.

¢f. C.R., 1834, pp. 265-273; Register of Births and Baptisms.

Lewis Love, & 1 January, 1767, at Cwinyto, Caermarthenshire; ed. Llanyerwys, by David Price; Swansea,
Pres, Coll., 178517897 Mauchester Acodemy, Muanliester, 9 September-2g December, 178g 3 assistant classieal
tutor al Manchester Academy, 17g0-1752; min. Shrewsiury, swttfy, summer, 1585; Failsworth, Dol Lane,
supplys 1gooer70e ) left ministry, r7az, became banker; a2 (1) Sarah {& 1 Outober, 1821), daughter of John
Jones, of Manchester ; Issue, Samuel Jones Loyd, elevated to peerage, 1950, as Baron Overstone : (2) daughter
of

Campion,
d. r3 May, 1858, at Overstone Park, Novthanystonshire,

of. Record p.oso; CORL, 1847, p. 331,

ARTHUR AIKTN, b 19 May, 1773, al Warrington; ed. Palgrave, by Rev. Rochemonl Barbauld,
Haclkney Coll,, 1786- ; T.L.S., 1848; F.Geolog.5.; F.5.A.; min. Shrewsbury,
2g September, 1793-]une, 1793, when [yt ministry; Secrelary of Society of Ars,
Manufactures and Commerce, 2z years; Lecturer on Chemistry, Guy's Hospital,
12 years.

@, 15 April, 1854, in London.
A nepliew of Mrr. Borbanddy and Fnown as * Einp Avthur’ in litevary cireles.
o Die. Nat. Blog. ; C.R., 1847, p. p. 330 1854, p. 370

GEORGE AuGUSTUS Cask, son of Rev. Chas. Case, of Witham, Essex; ed. Norihampton
Academy, -1yg7 ; min. Shrewsbury, 17¢8-January, 1831; m. Esther (. 1857);
Issue, Gertrude Maria (£ 26 February, 1820, s John Dillon, Esquire), Emma Josephine
{6 6 November, 1821, w. Francis Dillon, Esquire), Georgiana Ellen (5 28 March,
1823}, Robert Hawkes (4. g January, 1526).

. 6 Januvary, 1831,
o M.R., 1851, p. zog; C.R., 1847, 1 331 ; Register of Births aud Baptisms,

RICHARD ASTLEV, 4. 12 Mal‘ch,\[!';.q.s: at Chesterfield ; ed. York, M.C,, September, 1806-
June, 1810; min, Rochdaile, 1810-3 February, 1812 ; Halifax, 1812-1826 ; Gloucester,
18261831 ; Shrewsbury, 3 July, 183t-1853; Stourbridge, withent charge; #, (11 Feb-
ruary, 1512} Ann (/. 18Go) ; Issve, Mary Ann (. 1858, Samuel Roberts),

4. 19 March, 1853 ¢ bur. Shrewsbury, S1, Chad’'s (01d) Church Yard.
ef. Record, p. (62,

JamEs RinprELL McKEE, 4, 1805, in parish of Drumbe, Co. Down; ed Belfast Royal
Academical Institution, 1323- ; assistant and subsequently pactner in school of
John Relly Beard, D.D., Manchester, 1833- ;i school at Tavistock, Devon; min,
Pendlebury ; Shrewsbury, 1854-1873; London, withewt chargr, 1873-1883 5 »0. (2 January,
1844) Louisa Caroline («# 1887), only child of John Jeffery, min. Billingshurst,

-1815-
d. 25 August, 1883 ; bur. Finchley Cemelery.

¢ Ing., 1883, p. 555
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Epwarp MvERs, 4 5 April, 1830, in Liverpool; F.Geclog.5.; min. Walsall, 1852-1860;
Birmingham, Church of the Savicur, assistant fo George Dawson, M. A., 1860-1870;
Shrewsbury, November, 1873-January, 18¢7; = (3 November, 1568) Louisa Matilda,
youngest daughbter of Richard Thomas, Esquire, of Birmingham, s.p.

4. 16 January, 18g7 ; bur. in SBhrewsbury Cemetery, by James C. Streel and Geo.
Eyre Evans.

of. Oswestry Advertizer, zo January, 18973 Ing., 1897, pp. 59, 70; personal knowledge.

JameEs CHRISTOPHER STREET, ed. U.H.M.B., :857-1850; ord. 20 March, 1860 ; min.
Missionary, Manclhester District Unitarian Association, 186c- ; Newcastle-on-Tyne,
1863-1870 ; Belfast, 2nd congregation, 18711889 ; Northampton, 18g0-1891 ; Birming-
ham, Church of the Saviour, 18¢1-1895; Shrewsbury, 6 June, 1897, fut constani sipdly
Jrom  Fawmeary, 18p7-  ; m. (1) (28 Mareh, 1853) Anne Green; (z} (29 July, 1863}
Laura Jane (<. 187¢), daughter of James Stephens, of Exeter; {3) (28 October, 1587)
Maud McMechan, dauvghter of W. Grover, of Thornton Heath; Issue, Christopher
James, M.A., LL.B. (4 1855, min. Bolten, &c.), Sydney Hope, B.A. {4 1865, min.
Manchesler, &c.), and others.

TOPOGRAPHY.
M.5.C., p. 164.

A History of Shrewsbury, Owen [H.] and Blakeway (Rev. John Brick-
dale), 1823, ii., 476-481.

C.R., 1847, pp- 250, 323

History of the Presbyterian Meeting-house, Shrewsbiry, Richard Astley, 1847.

Eddowes's Journal, 8 fuly, 1891, ' Notes on Nonconformity in Shrews-
bury.”

Inq., 1885, p. 189; 18o1, p. 728

Vestiges, p. 223.

Notas :—The following inscriplion, written by Francis Tallents, M.A.,
is placed over the inner entrance doors:—

This place was nol buill for a faction or
a party, bul lo promote repentance and faith
in communion with all those who love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, Qur help is
in ihe name of the Lord, who made Heaven
and Earth,
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Amongst the numerous tablets on the walls is this one :—

To the Memory of
CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN,
Author of The Origin of Species.
Born in Shrewsbury,
February 12th, 180g.

In early life 2 member of
and a constant worshipper
in this Church,

Died April gth, 1882,

In the vestry are Job Orton’s chair, and a large oil painting of the royal
arms, formerly suspended over the pulpit.

The fine cleck, on front of organ gallery, facing pulpit, is dated 1724.
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STOURBRIDGE.
PRESBYTERIAN CHAPEL, HIGH STREET.

Opened 6 July, 1788.%
First Meeting-house in Coventry Street built e 1698.

MINISTERS.
George Flower 1698-1733
John Edge ... 1734-1757
Benjamin Carpenter ... 1778-1795
Herbert Jenkins 1796-1806
Benjamin Carpenter, 224 {mme ... 1807-1816
James Scott 1807-18z27
Thomas Warren 1817-1821

Alexander Paterson, M.A, 1822-1852
Alfred William Worthington, B.A., ].P. 1852-1855

John Dendy, M.A. .. 1855-1858
Robert Henry Gibson, B.A. ... 1858-1860
David Maginnis 1862-1884
Arthur William Timmis 1884-

As in the case of Shrewsbury and Richard Astley, so again this society
and its schools have been fortupate in having had their history written by
the experienced hand of Mr. Alfred Wm. Worthington in 1886-188g—three
pamphlets of the greatest archwological value and interest. Jt will not
be necessary here to do much more than deal with references to the parts
taken by the ministers of this society in the Doubfe Lectures and the
Monthly Mecting.

The first recorded name, at present, of any Dudley Double Lecturer is
that of George Flower, who, in 1723, was the first of the two lecturers that
year, his companion being James Thompson, minister at Bromsgrove,
16g9-1729.

Stourbridge has, from the beginning of the Mouthdy Mesting, in 1782,
always been one of its regular gathering places. The first time was on

*Inscription over door i— A. D,
1788,
Hoc TEmMPLUM AEDIFICATUM.

Llec/fo a Lo

2 A/,//W%AC“

sy
A Aagierss

STOURBRIDGE.
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9 July, 1482, a month after the first reorganised meeting at Coseley. The
day’'s proceedings are recorded thus in the MS. Minutes :—

Rew, My, Wells preached from Philip, 5., 8. The question mentioned at the
Previeus wmecling held at Coseley, viz., What s the best manner of condicling our-
selpes when we are called, as minisiers, fo wvisit persons in dying, or apparently dying
efrenanstances, whose tharaclers are either bad or dowbifel?  Wood,

The following was proposed for the wext mecting at Dudley, 6 August—
Whether the Ristorical parts of the Old Testament, excepting the 5 books of Moses,
were written by inspiration ! Carpenfer.

Rew. Mr. Griphis, of W. Hawplon, was appotnted lo preack.  W. Procler,
absent,

The second of the Moenthly Meeting's visits to Stourbridge was fixed for
4 March, 1783, but the brethren were prevenied wmeeling by the tnclemency of
the season ; they managed, however, to get there on & May [cllowing, when
the secretary, Willlam Procter, preached from 1 Thess. i, to—

And to wail for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even
Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.

The following Lst of Menthly Meetings, held at Stourbridge, from 1784
to 1855, preserves many interesting names and data :—

YEean ‘PRLACKBR. TEXT. Nores v Mixuores.
1784, 3 Feb. I Sam. Grifiiths St. John i, 17
1784, 3 Aug. | Wm. D, Wood 1 Sam. xxiil., 16
1785, 8 Mar. | Wm. Procter Num. xxili., 10 | Mr Procter, at Mv. Awm-

ner’s  weguest, repeated
the sermon whith he
delivered at the Monthly

Lecture at Coseley, in
Decewnder, r78q.

1785, 4 Oct, | Sam, Griffiths Eph. ii., 7 ’

1780, 4 Apr. | Wm. Procter Ps. xxvil., 14

1787, 6 Feb. | Robt. Gentleman St. Mat. x., 29-30

1787, 6 Nov. | Wm. D. Wood St. John iil., 19

1788, 8 July | Rd. Amner Ileb. ii., 15

1789, 3 Mar. | Wm. D. Wood St.Markiv., 26-2g

178g, Oct. Robt. Gentleman
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1790, 6 Apr. | Wm. Wells 1830, 4 May | 5. Hunter Ps. xcvii., 1

Ps. exxx., 3

1791, 5 Apr. | Sam. Griffiths St. Luke xjv., 15 1831, 10 May | H. Hutton, M.A. Isa. i, 7 Dined at W. gggzt’fe,
1

1791, 6 Dec. | John Cole Acts x., 34-5 | . .

1792, 3 July | Rd. Amuer Jonah iv., 6-g 1833, 6 Aug. | J. Palmer, B.A. St. John viil., 19

1793, 5 Mar.

[Here comes a gap.

No publick service.

Mipstes caly record meetings after 4 June, 1793, as in 1956,

Sam. Parker's ordination at Cassley, on 1t October; in 180z, T. Bowen's and W. T.

Procter's ordinalions at Walsall, en 9 June.

They begin again with cegularity on 10

1834, 6 May | ]J. Cooper

1833, 19 May
1838, g Oct.

Evan Jones

| Wm. McKean

1839, 30 Apr. | John Taylor

Prov. iii., 13-14
Acts xvii., 30-31
Rev. xiv., 6-7
5t. Mat. v., 6

21

July, 1804.] 1840, 11 Aug.| S. Hunter James ii., 10 ’ ' .
T — = -_J” ——l e s 1841, 5 Oct. | Wm, Maccall Job xxxii., 8

3 1842, 16 Aug.| Jos. Crompton, M.A. St. Mark viii., 34 = . "
1804 I Old Swinford 1843, 15 Aug.| T. Bowring Gal. vi., 14 5 " '

1806, 7 Oct.
1807, 4 Aug.

Stourbridge
Dr. Toulmin

| Gal. iv,, 19

No publich service.
Seven wministers aflended
at Otd Swinford, service
in Stonrbridge Chapel.

1844, 13 Auy,
1846, 13 Oct.
1847, ro Aug.

Robt. Wallace, F.G.5.
Fobt. Wallace, F.G.S.
S. Hunter

1548, 15 Aug.| J. Palmer, B.A.

Hosea xi., 1

1 Thes. v., 21
Eph. ii., 20, 21
Micah vi., 8

1808, 12 Qct.| J. Kentish t Cor. xii., 2 At the Rev. B. Carpen- 1849, 16 Oct. | R. TL. Hutton, M.A., 1 Cor. xii., 4 ” " "
) London
ter's, Old Swinford, ser- C Smi
vice in the chapel. 1851, 12 Aug.| ]. .aut)j rm;hA w \]‘;ldge:? Vi, pt.B3j; ' » PP
1812, 9 June l Rd. Fry St. Mat. xxvi., g2| Several ministers being 1852, 10 Aug.) Ordination of A. W.[Worthington,B.A.

1813, 4 May

1814, 3 May No publick service, Mr. The following list gives the names of the preachers of the Anniversary
Carpenter vecefved the Sermons {rom 1785 {o 1874 i—
bt Wallace F.G.S1 p menisters. COVENTRY STREET

1818, 6 July Ob_t' ATAcE, A, TS, exxan. 1786 Benjamin Carpenter Stourbridge

1823, 15 July | Ordination of Rev. A.| Paterson, M. A. .. .
1787 Benjamin Carpenter Stourbridge

1824, 5 May | J. H. Bransby St. John xviii., 4

1825, 3 May | ]. Yates, M. A, Job i, 1 HIGH STREET

1826, 6 fune | Rd. Fry St. Mat. vii., 24-28 1788 Benjamin Carpenter

1827, 8 May | ]. H. Ryland St. John iv., 24 1789 Thomas Belsham London

1828, 7 May | H. Hutton, M. A, Ps. cxxvi., 6 1760 John Rowe Shrewsbury

1829, 7 Apr. | R. Kell St. Mark xvi., 20/ DinedatWScott's, Esq 1791 Hugh Worthington London

J. Kentish

St. Mat. x,, 34

absent on journies, and
others arriping late,

Dined with Mr. Car-
penter at Old Swinford,

1853, 16 Aug.| Charles Berry
1834, 15 Aug.| D. D Jeremy, M.A.
1833, 14 Aug.| Charles Clarke

St)ohn xviii.37-38
St. Mat. iv., t
St. Mat. x., 32-33

Dined at R. Scolt’s,
Esquire,
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Thomas Barnes, D.D.
David Jones

James Scott

Jehn Coates

Herbert Jenkins
William Severn
Thomas Barnes, D.D.
James Scott

Hugh Worthington
Robert Winter
Robert Kell

John Kentish

Joshua Toulmin, D.D.
James Scott

James Hews Bransby
Charles Berry

John Lanc

Richard Fry

Thomas Patterson
Timothy Davis

John Kentish

John Smalt

James Hews Bransby
Richard Fry

James Whitehead
Thomas Warren
Lant Carpenter, LL.D.
Timothy Davis
James Scott

James Hews Bransby
Benjamin Carpenter
Samuel Allard
William Bowen, M.A.

Alexander Paterson, M.A.

Flugh Hutton, M.A.
John Kitcat
Samuel Bache

Manchester
Birmingham
Cradley
Birmingham
Stourbridge
Kidderminster
Manchester
Cradley
London
London
Birmiogham
Birmingham
Birmingham
Cradley
Dudley
Leicester
Kidderminster
Coseley

Ashby de Ia Zouch

Coventry
Birmingham
Coseley
Dudley
Kidderminster
Wem
Stourbridge
Bristol
Evesham
Cradley
Dudley
Notlingham
Glasgow
Coventry
Stourbridge
Birmingham
Newbury
York

1829
1830
1831
1832
1833
1834
1835
1836
1837
1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1843
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
185z
1853
1834
1853
1656
1857
1833
1859
1860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
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John Williams

William Bowen, M.A.
Henry Wm. Gardiner Wreford
Stephenson Hunter
Hugh Hutton, M. A.
Alexander Paterson, M.A.
Charles Wellbeloved

John Owen

John Gooch Robberds
John Palmer, B.A.
Thomas Madge

John Taylor

John Gordon

Joseph Crompton, M. A,
Matthew Gibson

Geo. Vance Smith, M.A.
John Kentish

Charles Wicksteed, B.A.
William McKean

Thos. Lethbridge Marshall
Samuel Bache

John Hamilton Thom
William Cochrane

Alfred Wm. Worthington, B. A.

Charles Berry

Richard Shaen, M. A.
John Dendy, B.A.

John Relly Beard, D.D.

Samue! Coulter Davison, Ph.D.

Samuel Martin

Robert Hy. Gibson, M. A,
John Lettis Short

James McFerran

David Maginnis
William James

Charles Clarke

David Maginnis

Mansfield
Cradley
Coventry
Wolverhampton
Birmingham
Stourbridge
York
Tamworth
Manchester
Dudley
London
Kidderminster
Coventry
Norwich
Kidderminster
Macclesfield
Birmingham
Leeds
Oldbury
Warwick
Birmingham
Liverpooi
Cradley
Stourbridge
Leicester
Dudley
Stourbridge
Manchester
Dudley
Trowbridge
Stourbridge
Bridport

Stourbridge
Bristol

Birmingham
Stourbridge
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1866 John Orr Belfast

1867 Robt. Brook Aspland, M.A. Hackney

1868 Hy. Wm. Crosskey, F.G.S. Glasgow

1869 James Drummond, M. A. Manchester
1870 Peter Wm, Clayden Kentish Town
1871 Geo. Vance Smith, Ph.D. York

1872 John Frederick Smith Chesterfield
1873 Charles Wicksteed, B.A.

1874 Wm. Hy. Channing Boston, U.S.A.

In the grave yard adjoining the meeting-house are stones to the memory
of various members of the Scott family, and others closely connected with
this society.

The interior of the meeting-house also has many memorial tablets on
its walls, and affixed to the front of the gallery are tables recording bene-
factions to the society.

The carved oak screen was placed in the chancel, in 189y, by Mr, A, W,
Worthington, as a memorial of his wife ; it was designed by his nephew,
Mr. Percy 5. Worthington, of Manchester, and bears appropriate inscriptions.

The font is in memory of Anna Laetitia Worthington, & on 23 February
and died on 21 March, 1863.

This society is one of the fow which did aot deposit its original register
in London ; the volume is in shape and size—long, thick and narrow—much
like that at Gorton Chapel—now Brookfield Church—Manchester, which
also did not deposit it in Government keeping.

Had it not been for the marvellous and caretaking manner in which
William Scott and the Rev. james Scoit compiled their various books of
records, and for the safety and security given to them by the various
ministers here, and at Cradley, much that is new known of the life and
growth of many of the worshipping societies in the Midlands, during the
1Bth century, would, by this time, be lost.

GEORGE FLOWER, & 11674] at Burton-on-Trent; ed. Sherif Hales Academy, by John
Woodhouse ; ord. 14 April, 1698; min. chaplain to Philip Foley, Esquire, of Prest.
wood, 16g6- ; Stourbridge, December, 1698-1733.

d. 1 June, 1733, @t 509; bur. Burton-on-Trent.
¢/ Toulmin's Bourn, p. 275; Worthington's Early History, p. 5.
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Joux EpGE, & 1708, at Caldwell, nr. Kidderminster; ed. Bridgnorth Academy, by Jobn

Richard Fleming, min. there: ord. 2 October, 1734; min. Stourbridge, 1734-1777 5
#it. —— Spilsbury.

4. 12 July, 1777, =L 6g; bur. Kidderminster Chucch Yard in Spilsbury Vault.

«f. Toulmin's Bourn, p. 277 ; Worthingten, p. 7.

BEnyamuN CARPENTER, & April, 1752, al Woodrow, nr. Bromsgrove ; ed. Daventry
Academy, 17681773, by Caleb Ashworth, D.D., where classical lecturer for few
months: ord. 1774 ; min. Bloxham and Milten, 1773-1775; West Bromwich, 1776-
1778 ; Stourbridge, June, 1778-December, 1795, 2nd time, March, t8o7-November,
1816; Clapham, 1795-1798 ; Bromsgrove, rygS-18oy; mn {1} Eliza, daughter of W.
Wright, min. Oundle ; (2) Anne (< 1794q), daughter of Jamcs Hancex (g.v.}, min.
Dudley ; (3) Sophia {#. 1840), widow of John Lewis, and daughter of —— Wells, of
Londoen, s.p.

#- 23 November, 1816.
o M.R., 1816, p. 733; 1817, p. 4; Worthington ii., p. 0.

HERBERT JENKINS, 6. [1761] a1 Maidstone ; ed. Mite End Academy, by Stephen Adding-
ton, D.D.; ord. 13¢3, at Banbury; min. Banbury, assisantf, 1792-1796 ; Stoucbridge,
June, 17g6-Qctober, 1806 ; Oldbury, 1807-1508 ; Hinckley, 1808-1811; Leicester, withort
charge ; m. a Banbury woman.

d. 23 Qclober, 1814, =t. 53; bur. Leicester, Greal Meeting Yard.

of. MLR., 1815, p. 70; Worlhington ii., p. 8.
james ScoTT, see Cradley.
THoMAS WARREN, see Alcesler.

ALEXANDER PATERSON, 4. November, 1709, at {Donnington, ne. Leicester?|; ed. Birming-
ham, by Robert Kell (q.v.}; Glasgow, 1816-1821 ; M.A. Gles, ; ord. 15 July, 1823, at
Slourbridge ; min. Stourbridge, 1822-18g2 ¢ Cradley, 18z2-1827 ; . (1823} Louisa
Sweel, of Cradley.

d. 3 April, 1852 ; bur. Stourbridge Chapel Yard.
¢ M.R., 1823, p- 424; C.R., 1852, p. 3221 Inq., 1852, p. 237; Worthington i, p- 11 ;
Minuies ol Monthly Meeting.

ALPRED WiILLIAM WORTUINGTON, ed, Manchester, M.N.C., 1844-1849 ; Berlin ; B.A., Loend,
1848; J.P. co. of Worcester; ord. to August, 1852, at Stourbridge ; min. Stourbridge,
18521855 ; Bridgwater, 1856-1858 ; Mansfeld, 18581879 Stourbridge, withont charge ;
s (1) (19 March, 1861) Mary Laetitia (4. 31 May, 1863), second daughier of Robert
Scotl, Esquire, of Stourbridge: Issue, Anna Laetitia & 23 Febroary, ¢ z1 March,
1863} 5 (2) Mary {4 3 February, 13¢6), daughter of Walter Worthington, Esquire ; {3)
{21 September, 1899) Marian, only daughter of William Cochrane {q.v.}, min. Cradley,
1850-1885.
¢ Roll of Students; C.R.; 1861, p. 256 ; 1863, p. 4475 Ing., 1896, p. 106; Minutes of

Monthly Meeting.
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Joan DENDY, 4. 17 June, 1825, at Horsham ; ed. Manchester, M.N.C., 1845-1850 ; Berlin;
B.A., fLownid., 1849; min. Chelienham, 1851-1854 ; Stourbridge, 1855-April, 1858 ; New-
port, L. of W., 1884-1894 ; lelt nsinistry, 1858-1884: a1 Sarah, daughter of John Relly
Beard, D.D., min. Manchester ; had issue.

d. 31 March, 154 ; bur. Monton Church Yard.
¢/ Roll of Students ; Tng., 1804, p. 215,

ReBeERT Brxry GiBsON, & 1833, at Sidmouth; ed. London, M.N.C,, September, 1855-
June, 1858; B.A., Zonud., 1853 min. Stourbridge, 18:8-1860; Failsworth, Dob Lane,
1874, suppliad G maonths; private tutor, 1860- i emigrated, New Zealand, 1378; wr.
{z3 June, 1835) Elizabeth, third daughter of Edward Dunn, of Highbury ; Issue, 2
sons, 3 daughters; Alice (4. 1883, aet. 22), Amy Lisn {w. 1887, Cliristopher Richmond,
Wellington, N.Z.),

d. 14 July, 1864 ; bur. New Plymouth Cemetery, N.Z.
ofs Recori?, p. 58,

Davip MAGINNIS, 8. 6 February, 1821, at Downpatrick ; ed, Belfast, Queen's Coll., Novem-
ber, 1836-1841 ; F.R.Hi5..S5., 188z ; ord. September, 1842, by Remonstrant Presbytery
of Bangor; min. Belfast, York Strect, 1842-1861 ; Stourbridge, 1862-1884 ; m. and had
issue, Fanny Elen {d. 1865, =t. 18).

d. 11 August, 1834,

[in December, 1883, he compiled a ‘' Supplement (42 hymns) to Martincav's Hymns
for use in the Presbylerian Chapel, Stourbridge,”]

¢f. Inq.. 1884, var. pp.; U.A., 1885, p. 27.

ARTHUR WiLLiaM Tmmmis, ed. London, Regent's Park; M.N.C., -1883; min. Stour-
bridge, 1884~ i m. {10 June, 1836) Annie, second daughter of J. T. Short, Esquire,
of Stourbridge; has issue,

ToroGRAPHY.
The Scott MSS., 3 vols,, in custody of the minister for time being of
this society (see a reference to Wm. Scott (£ 5 December, 1834), and his
valuable manuvscripts, in Christian Reformer, 1835, p. 82, where the editor

truly says—
A turn for methodical classification was very conspicuous in Mr. Scott).

M.R., 1817, p. &

Early History of Preshylerian Congrigation, Stourbridge, A. W. Worthing-
ton, B.A., 1886,

Early History of Presbylerian Congregation, Stowrbridge, part 2, A. W.
Worthington, B.A., 1888,

Notes as to Sthools, A, W. Worthingten, B.A., 1880,

Vestiges, p. 234.
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TAMWORTH.—CoLEHILL,

Built 1724.
Restored 1879-80.

MINISTERS.

Edmund Taylor vr -1605-1702-
Henry Roughley 1704-1708-
Jonah Malkin . 1713-1766
John Byng ... 1768-1827
John Owen ... 1821-1837
William Parkinson ... 1837-1857
Thomas Bowring ... 1857-1862
Charles Frederick Biss 1864-1866
John Dean ... 1868-1878
Richard Elliott Birks 1879-188z2
William Robinson ... 1883-1885
Frederick Teasdale Reed 1885-1887
John Howard 1887-

Before speaking about the men who have ministered to this society,
let us see what is known respecting the meeting-house. On the outside
wall of the present building, above the porch, is a stone inscribed :—

Tais HOUSE wWAS BUILT 1724.

That this is not the frst place of meeting is evident from various entries in
the interesting Baptismal register, to the pages of which the author is largely
indebted, indeed had it not been for a perusal of this volume in Somerset
Flouse it would have been mmpossible to have found the information else-
where, owing to the very scanty topography which seems to be forthcoming.

On 14 November, 1702, it is recorded that Jokn Haseldine, son of John
Hascldine, was bapiized in ye meeting-honse of Tamworth by Mv. Themas Bladen.
Here, then, is reference to a former meeting place and a record of Biaden
—who was gjected from Alderwas, lived many years in Birmingham, preached
at many places thereabouts, and died at Tamworth-—oficiating in it. Two
or three similar entiries also mention this meeting-house, but whether it
stood on the same site as the present one is not known. If we may be
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permitted to judge from the very retired position in Cole Hill occupied by
the present place and its adjoining burial ground, it does not seem unlikely
that this was the spot.

No reference is made in the register to the building operations of 17z4.
The meeting-house then erected retained its original features until the
restoration of 1879-80, when a new roof was put on the sturdy old walls,
and the whole of the interior—

refitted and modernised

at a cost of £500. Sir Robert Peel, in his speech on the second reading

in the House of Commons of the Dissenters' Chapels Bill, 1844, alluding

to this place, said :—
For smysell I represent a town. There is a Unitasian Chapel there. It was
founded in 1724, It was founded by Unitarjans. There never was a suspicion
that it was founded for the promotion of Trinitarian doctrines. For fifty-
three years there was a minister heolding anti-Trinitarian doctrines, I
recollect the close of bhis life. There was but one single bequest for the
endowment of that chapel, which was left by the daughter of that Unitarian
minister, There is religious peace in the constituency I represent.

The registers, however, which contain entries by Jonah Malkin and
John Byng, bear witness that Lhey were not the frst two ministers of this
society. The first book begins with the heading :—

A Register of such persous as were baptived by Mr. Edmind Taylor, a non-
conformiing minister in ye parish of Tamworth, and others. The first enlry is
dated 25 December, 1695, James, son of Joln Arushae, Wilncoate ; the last, by
Taylor, on 20 Mareh, r701f2. Then we bave further mention of his name
in 4 Roul of the communicanis in Tamworth al wmy coming thither Oclober 5,
1703, and places adiacent belonging to the Dissenting Chureh there admitted by
Mr. Taylor and Mr. Bladen. Henry Roughly,

Edmund Taylor then must surely be looked on as the first minister
of this society ; in all probability Thomas Bladen assisted him in his work.

An entry on 11 April, 1704, makes mention of another minister officiat-
ing there :—Elsabelk, daughier of Kobert Shiplon, was baptized by Mr. Robert
Travers, on 5 Oclober, 1703{4.

Heory Roughley twice records that he came to Tamworth, on g October,
1703/4, and there are frequent entries by him until his last in 1708. His
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was evidently an active minisiry here. Under the heading, Admitted by me,
Henry Roughley, since my coming, October 5, 1704, are the names of j08 com-
municants. He is careful to record the dates of their admissions, and
other items, such as June 24, 1705, Thomas Langham and Elizabeth, kis wife,
of Midlclon, by certificate from Hinckley; and December 0, Sussanak Lench, by
cerlificate from the lower miceting in Bivminglam. 11 is his hand which has
entered :—

A Confession of faith lo be made by such as are to be admitted to the Lovd's
Supper according to Gospell rule,

7 belicve in God the Father alimighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lovd, whe twas couceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
vizgin Mary, suffered under Pontins Piafe, was cructfied, dead, and burted, and
continued in the stale of Ihe dead, the third day he avose again jfrom the dead,
and sileth at the right hand of Ged the father Allmighty, from whence he shall come
to judge the guich and dead. T belrewe in lie Holy Ghost, the holy Catholick Churck,
the Comumion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the Resurveclion of the body, and
the fife cverlasting,  Anen.

His first baptism is thus entered :—23 July, 1704, Sarek, Daughter to
Witliam Latham, being brought fo owr publick mecting place, Lord's Day, ye 23
July, 1704, was daplized by me, Henry Roughley.

Another entry reads :—Fmme 23, 1705, being the preparation dayp, Mary,
Daughter fo Feohn Hazeldine, mason, was baplized in the meeling place by me,
Hy. Reoughley,

The baptism of his own daughter is recorded so:—On 27 June, 1706,
Mary, my daughter, was publickly carried lo the meeting place of Tamuworth, being
the day of Thanksgiving for the memorable victory oblained by Iis Grace the Duke
of Maritorongh ouver the freneh at Rathmile, and there baptized, before the whole
congregaltion, by e, Hen, Rougliey.

His last eotry runs :—Aprif 25, 1708, Thomas, niy son, was carried fo the
publick meeting, being Lord’s Day, and there Baptized by wme, Hen. Roughley.

A copy of the Communicants’ * Roul' of Taylor and Bladen, and of the
Ordination Certificate of Thomas [Flavel, entered on the first leaf of this
register, follow ;—

A Rowul of the Communicants tn Tamaorth at wmy* coming thither October 3,

*i.¢., Henry Roughley.
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1703 : and piaces adjatient belonging lo the Dissenting chuvch there, admilted by
Mr. Taylor and Mv. Bladon,

Richard Hanson
Elizabelh Hanson
Sawmuel Hanson
Mrs. Datues

Fohn Swane
Elizabeth Swane
Sarak Chamberlane
Mrs, Chantrey

My, Richard Battimarn
Eligabelth Battman
Hannah Hazeldine
My, Wellington
Mrs, Hunt

Mrs, Bickiey

Robert Movstey
Shusannal Mousley
M5, Wright
Masiar Voughion
Ars. Voughton
Margery Gorton
Fohn Gilbar!
Mary Gilbart

Mr. Foseph Blood
Thomas Orion

Mrs. Sarah Orfon
Mayy Harwris
Ellzabeth Haire
Thowas Bolion
Fokn Hazeldine
Mary Hascldine
Mr. Hoden

Mrs. Haden
Chyistopher Haseldine
Fohannat Hazeldine
Sarah Grascome
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Mys, Ashmul
Mrs. White
M. Harding
Myrs. Harding
Fohn Byrch
Susannaeh Wright
Widdowr Vale
Richard Blithe
Wittiam Flefeher
asid
lis woife

Cut of towrn.

Mr. Randal

Mr. Ensor

Mrs. Lusor of Wilncoate.
Mrs, Fulgham

Gudy Smnart

Goodman Ludford
Foseph Lakin }
Mary Lakin

Robert Long

Mary Long

Widdow [Vinter 1
Widdewe Clay J
Widow FPage

Alice Taylor
Witltanm Tuylor \

of Haliend.

of Polsweorth.

Marthay Taplor
Francis Taylor
Thontas Wilkins
Gudy Wilkins
Foseph Taylor, ¥ r.
and
his qwife

of Suwinfen.

of Whittinglon.
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George fead
Lienor Read
Elisabeth Read - of Elford.
Anu Read Wide
Sayee! Hunt
Widow Marshal!
Fostah Marshall
Fohn Poultney
Mary Poultney
William Cotton
Nathaniel Cotton
Mr. Ford

Mrs. Ford

Mary Ling

Witliam Latham
Mary Latham
Feoseph Heath
Gudy Heath
Shusannalt Possam

,{Ua}y Bronemn } Of Bodenpre Heath,
Richard Ford's Wife

af Saerscoal.

of Sechington.

af Dostiiil.

of Staffordshire Moor.

CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION OF THOMAS FLAVEL,

a5 entered on first page on Tamworth Register, now in Somerset House,

This is fo certify that whereas Mr. Thomas Figvel, of Daventry, hath applyd
himself for Ordination o us, the ministers whose names are underwritlen, We having
examined the said Mr. Tho flavel found Kim in our judgmt. well Qualificd for
the work of the Ministry, and having Recd. satisfying festimonials of his good Con-
versation did propose o set NMim apart Io that work by Fasting and Proyer, and
Jinposition of hands at Mount Sorvel, in Lefcestershire, on ve 15¢h Sept., 1708, And
do recommend Jum and bz mimisiry lo the Adeeplance of all these who may be

disposed o atiend i,
Edm. Spenser

William Bily
AMich. Matthews
John Hartley, M. 4.
Joln Burnhant
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F. Shaw, M.A.
Ab. Chambers
Fohn Norris
Fohn Vaus
D, Some
Folin Fackson
Fos. Ragerson
The date of Malkin's settlement is preserved in this entry :(—

Children baptized by we, Jonah Malkin, since my coming lo Tamworth, 18
August, 1713,

His list of briefs in the register contains many interesting items :—

Recd. a brief jfor a new Church al Sunderland, Oclober 24, 1715, read & and
collecked wpon it £,3 3 o, Oclober 30, 1715 ; #eturned i Orlober 20, 1716 (siz).

May 16, 1726, recd, a brief for a fire al Budkingham, collecled upon (his brief
sixteen shillings and 7d., September 5, 17206,

Recd. a brief for Fershore Church, Worcestershive, August 29, 1729. Collected,
Seplember 28, 1729, £o 4 6.

Recd. a bricf for St John Baptist Ch., Gloster, August 29, 17209. Collected 3.
John Byng's settlement is also noted in the register :—

Children baptized by e, John Byug, foomr my coming fo Tamworth, July 3,
1768.

He remained here until his death in 1827 ; he is buried in the adjacent
ground, and his many virtues are commemorated on a mural tablet in the
meeting-house ; close to it being one to his daughter, Henrietta, whose—

life was a picture of Christian piety and acts of Benevolence,
The register states that she gave £ 200 fn shares of the Asiby Road, te interest
thereof fo be approprited lowards the mainienance of public worship in the Cole
Hilt Chapel.

Particulars of the lives and labours of more recent ministers here are
easily available, and need not be alluded to at any length in these pages,

Owen was a Dudley lecturer in 1823, and an Oldbury one in 1836, At
the Afouthly Adecting he preached on four occasions. His name is seen on
this inscription on an upright stone i the burial ground here:—

Here ] lie the remains of | Alfred Worthiggton | son of | Hugh Worthington |
of Altrincham | Cheshire | who died Sept. isth, 1827 | at the Rev. John
Owen's | Freasley Hall | Warwickshire | aged 5. |

A2
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Parkinson was Dudley lecturer in 1839, and (Oldbury lecturer in 1838
and 1839. At the Afonthly Mecting he preachbed on 6 March, 1838, in the
New Meeting, Birmingham. He is buried in the yard; a discoloured tablet
in the meeting-house, ¢lose to the ceiling, and a flat stone over his grave
record his name and dates; also those of his daughter, Marianne {Z. 1841),

and of—
Susanna Dethick, daughter of the Rev. Jerm, Dethick, of Bardon Chape!,

who died March 1sth, 1853, in the 86th year of her age.

In the burial ground is a stone to the memory of—

Elizabeth Grundy, Sister to the late Rev. John Grundy, of Manchester ; she
died December zoth, 1856, aged 78 years.

The exterior walls of the meeting-house at back and sides are covered
with ivy, and the whole place outside and inside shows the care and attention
now paid to it. There is one ceatre aisle with seats on either side; at the
top of the aisle, immediately opposite to the well-curtained ioner door,
stands the communion table, in front of the pulpit, to the right of which
is the organ wifth its gilt pipes, placed there in 1879-80.

The registers, which the author saw in July, 1898, cover the period
from 1695 to 1837 for baptisms, and frem 1822 to 1836 for burials.

The Mouwthly Meetings held in Tamworth during the first half of the
1gth century were:—

'ErEacHiR. I'exr, Wores iH Misures,

1827, Aug. | j. H. Bransby St. Joho ix., 18 | An appropriate  fesii-
mony fo the memory of
Ren. fohn Swall, 14
yeass wtnisler of Cose-
ley,  Dined at ho. of
KRey. Mr. Quen,

1832, g Oct. | A. Paterson, M.A. Heb. xiii., 8

1833, 16 July | I. Kentish St. Luke xxiv., 47 Dined at Mr. Hard-

ing’s, Bole Hall.

1833, 18 Aug.| C. Wellbeloved St. John xiv., 6

1836, 9 Aug. | ]. Kenrick, M.A. tsa. i, 2 Dined with C. Harding.
1837, 3 Oct. . Kentish Titus, ii., 1 - » »
1838, 28 Aug.! J. Gordon St. John xviii., 37 " » »

1854, Oct. | John Robertson
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EpoMusp Taveom, min. Tamwaorth, -1695-1702-~
¢f. Tamworth Chapel Register, No. i

HENRY RoUGHLEY, min. Tamworlh, 5 October, 1704-25 April, 1708- 3 [ssue, Mary
{B. 27 June, 1706}, Thomas (B, 25 April, 1708).
o/, Registers i., ii,, Tamworth Chapel.

Joxar MavLxiwN, cd. Shrewsbury Academy, by Samucl Benion, M.I.n i min. Tamworth,
18 August, 1913-1766 ; wr. Mary (¢ 17 November, 1803, ot go) ; Issue, Robert.
of C.R., 1828, p. 30; Register ii., Tamworth Chapel ; Regisler i., Chesterfield, Eider
Yurd; Noah Jones' (Walsall) MS, List of Acodemics, as absiract in James
Seotl’s MSS.

Jonx Byse, & [1746]; ed. Davenlry Academy, 1703- . by Caleb Ashworth, D.D. ;
min. Tamworth, 3 july, 17681827 ; w. Charlotle ——; 1ssue, Mary (& 11 December,
1772), Thomas |5 26 October, 1775, « 1 Decembor, 822), Ann (4 2y August, 1777).
Henrictta (& 7 May, 1779, 4. 25 November, 1827), and lwo others,

d, 11 September, 1827, =t 81 ; bur. Tuwmworth Chapel.
of M.R., 1822, p. 195; C.R., 1028, p. 39 (says, died 4 September); Mural Tablet in
Chapel (says, died 11 Seplember); Register ii., Tamworth Chapel.

Joun QweN, 4. [1799]; ed. York, M.C., 181618211 min. Yeovil, 1820-1821, supply ; Tam-
worth, 13 November, 18z21.25 March, 1837; Crediton, 1837-1841; Shepion Mallet,
1841-3844 ;3 Warminster, réggpfy6; Lydgate, 184361861 ; Whitby, 18611882 . (1)
Elizabeth (4 23 April, 1853); (2) Lonisa ; Issue, John Richard {4 1877, wt. 42), Emma
Teed (v 1843).

&, 23 November, 1833, a1, 83 bur. Lydgate Chapel Yard.
of. Roll of Students 5 Ing., 1883, p. 7651 U.A., 1885, p. 29 Feufiges, var. pp. : Register,
ii., Tamworth Chapel,

WiLLIaM PaRKINSON, & 1792, in Dukinfield ; ed. Glasgow, 1814-1815; min. Chesterfield,
smpply g owontis ; Longhborough and Mount Sorrell, 1817-1626; Quorndon, wrtisis
charge, 1HeliB37; Tamwerth, 24 May, 1837-3 June, 1857 : =. (15 January, r828)
Marianne (6. 26 Wovember, 1801, + zz DMay, 1871), daughter of Thomas Owen {min.
Loughborongh, 1791-1816) ; lssue, Marianie (4. 8 May, 1841).

4. 3 Jung, 1857 ; bur, Chapel Yard.
of M.%., 1817, p. 376; C.R., 1857. p. 592; Dukinfield Chapel, Alx. Gordon, M.A.,
1856, p. 65; Antiquarian Notes, 1899, 1. 45 memorial stones at Tamworth.

Tuestas BowriNG, 6. 15 August, 1802, at Exeter; min. Birmingbam, Domestic Mission,
1840-1853 ; Nantwich, 18531857 : Tamworth, June, 1857186z ; Belfast, Domeslic
Mission, 1 July, 186211 May, 1871 Issue, Gilbent {4, 1847, =t. 4), Emily (/, 1566,
@&t 17), Tertivs, Edmund Thomas (d. 1865, wl. 18}, and others.
€. 13 December, 1882, at Maidstone.
¢f. Record, p. 1363 Diwiple, 1883, p. 10
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CHARLES FREDRRICK BISS, see Welverhamplon.

Jonn DEawn, min, Tamworth, 18681878 ; Tamworth and Halifax, without charge, 1878-1586,
. 22 May, 1886, at Lighiclifle.
¢f. Ing., 1886, p. 3066.

Riciaxp ELlior Birus, & 13 February, 1846, at Stoney Middieton, Decbyshire; min,
Topsham and Gulliford, (872-19y5; Northampton, 1875-187g; Tamworth, 1875-1852 ;
Chichester, 1883-1885; Gloucester, 1885-1886; Douglas, 1. of b, 188y-188g; Raw-
tenstall, 1889-18gz2; Bernardsion, Mass., U.S.A., April, 18g6- ; m. (11 September,
1867) Margaret Ann, daughier of Andrew Lang, of Boston, U.S.A.); has issue.
cf. Necord, p. 157,

WiLLiaM RoOBINSOF, b 24 February, 1828, at Padiham; ed. U.H.M.B., 1y Febrvary,
1837-25 January, 1860 min. Accringlon, 1860-1862; Burnley, 1860-1862; Newbury,
1863-1863 ; Crewkerne, 1865-1883; Tamworth, 18831885 ; Nanlwich, 18891800, supply ;
Torquay, 18g0, sugply ; . (25 Junc, 1848) Susanna ; Issue, Oberlin (), Thomas,
Chrysastom (4.)
¢f. Record, p. 1.

Freperick TEAsDALE REED, 6. 1836 ; ed. Bristol, Buptist Coll. ; min. Qver Darwen, 188 ;
Poole, 1882-1885; Tamworth, 1885-1887 ; Rirmingham, Lower Fazeley Street, March,
1887-December, 18go; Moreton Hampstead, :8go- ;i w2 and has issue, Minnie {m.
1899, Thomas Harris, Abbotsford, Brilish Columbia).
of. Pestipes, var. pp.

JounN Howarp, ed. Mclropolitan Baptist Coll. ; miu. Long Sullon, 1877-1887 ; Tamworth,
1887+ ; moand bhas issue.

TOPOGRAPHY.
M.S.C., p- 165
Dcbates on the Dissenters’ Chapels Bill, 1844, pp. 197, 452.

History of the litigation and legislation respecting Presbyterian Chapels
and Charities, T. S. James, 1867, p. 537.

Ing., 1879, p. 286; 1880, p. 255.
Vestiges, p. 237-
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WALSALL.—STAFFORD STREET.

Opened g November, 1827,
First Mecting-Louse destroyed by rioters 1710,

a0 restored 1753
MINISTERS.

John Gedly ... < I710-1715-[1729]
James Warncr s =I737-1741
John Dobson 1741-1743
Jobhn Winter . —
David Jones -1762
Noah Jones 1762-1784
Thomas Ebenezer Beasley ... 1786-1789
Benjamin: Davis 178g-1700
Thomas Moore 17G0~1704
Thomas Bowen 1794-1820
Abraham Manley 1820-18z22
Thomas Bowen, z2nd time 1823-1848
William MecKeaon 1838-1843
James Cauty Smith ... 1851-1852
Edward Myers, F.G.S. 1852-1860
John Omer Squier ... 1861-186%

Chapel thised ... -
William Wynuo Robinson 1871-1875
Peter Dean ... 1876-

The original meeting-house, which seated 400 persons, stood in Bank,
or Cox’s Court, High Street, on the north side, at the back of premises
ithen occupied by one Cox, a grocer, and which, in 18y7, were in the
possession of Mr. Overton. The windows had heavy outside shutters, a
sounding board hung over the puipit, and the pews, which were six feet
high, had Jocks to the doors; whilst the pulpit stood with a curtain ready
to he drawn before the preacher, and a door behind him leading on to
the roof, to facilitate his escape, should spies or informers intrude upon
the service,
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This meeting-house was destroyed in cune of the riots, about 1710,
during the reign of Queen Anne. John Geodly, who was its minister at
this time, harangued the mob, and sought to dissuade them from their
purpose.  The ricters assured him that, from personal respect, he should
not be injured—a good testimony—and pressed him earnesily to depart,
to avoid a scene they knew would be so painful to him.

The place was restored by 1715, and appears to have again been
damaged during the stormy scenes connected with the first visit of John
Wesley to the town in May, 1743; and in 1751 the meeting-house was
partially pulled down by a mob, hounded on, there is too much reason to
fear, by some in a higher walk of society, whose public position and office
would have led us to expect better things from them. The rioters were
tried at Stafford, but for want of sufficient evidence were only fined Lo
and the meeting-house was ordered to be again rebuilt, but furfler from the
parish church—an ominously significant injunction. It seems, lhowever, to
have been restored, for it was not until 1827 that the society removed to
its new building—then called Christ's Chapel—the present one in Stafford
Street, which, sacred fo ihe worship of the only true God and erected by the O/d
Meeting Socicly, was opened on Friday, g November, 1827, on which occasion
the Montily Meeting was also held here. In its MS. minutes the event is
thus recorded :—Zhe i chapel in Staford Streef, Walsall, iwas cpesied o
Friday, Novewmber ¢, 1827. Rev. A. Paterson, of Steuvbridse, condnded the
devotional services in the merning, and Rev. J. Seolt preached, Fs. xxvi, 8 In
the afterngon Rep. [, R. Wreford engaged in prayer, &, and Rev. [, Kentish
preached, Eecles. v, 1. The wministers (14) and friends dined at the howse of Air.
. Cox, Walsall.

This was the last sermon preached by Mr. Scott before his brother
ministers, for he died on the gth day of the following month, being seized
with apoplexy in the pulpit of ¢ Aouse he had loved and served at Cradley
for more than 38 years.

At the time of its erection the present building in Stafford Street was
stated to be in an eligible sitvation, no other place of worship being near,
and accommodates joo persons. The debt which long remained upon it
was eventually cleared off by the exertions of James Cauty Smith, who,
during his ministry here, visited Birmingbham and other places in the district
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to enlist monetary aid. At that time (1851-52) many of the leading men
of the society were engaged in the harness-making trade.

In September, 1881, afier being closed for a few weeks to permit of
the necessary alterations and restoration being accomplished, the building
was reopened for public worship, Jehn Page Hopps, then minister in
Leicester, preaching the sermon from Isaiah lx., zo; and on the {ollowing
Sunday, Benjamin Wright, chaplain of the Mason Orphanage, Erdington,
and Edward Parry, editor and proprietor of the Kidderminster Shutile, and
formerly minister of the New Meeting in that town, were the preachers.
In the account of this—

improvement ®

we read that—
the old iub-like pulpii {part of the double-decker one which formerly existed

in the chapel, and which is thought to have previously done duly in the
ancient Presbyterian Meeling-house off High Street) has been dismissed,
and in its place (and that of the filled-up deorway that used to lead into i1}
a greally-improved arrangement has been made.

There are three mural tablets on the walls to the memories of Joseph

Bates (4. 1888}—

for 33 years a decply-atlached member of this church;
of Emma Harrison (4. 1893)—

for so years deeply attached to this congregation ;
and of William Homer {4 1893)—

for 30 years a devoted member of (his congregation.

The society possesses a mioisler’s house in Rushall Street—devised to
the trustees of the High Street Meeting-house by Thomas Walker, 21 July,
1737—which was occupied by James Warner. A certificate, signed by the
Clerk of Quarter Sessions, on 235 July, 1737, legalises this house as a
public meeting-house for the religious worship of Protestant dissenters.
From this fact it is gathered that an opposition toward his preaching was
manifested by a portion of his hearers, and that Warner consequently with-
drew, and opened his house f(or worship. Warner, who died in 1541, was
one of the trustees, and held the trust deeds. Referring to this period, it
is recordedf thai—

a Mr. Warner, an Orthodox minister, was their pastor for some years. A
Mr., Jones |David], who was also orthodox, s ~cceded him; during his

*Ing., 1881, p.634.
tM.S.C., p. 165
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ministry a goentleman of cousiderable influence borrowed the title deeds,
and retained them in his possession, who, with his friends, procured the
election of a second Mr. Jones [Noah), whaose religious principles were not
esteemed correct by the church and pious part of the congregation on which
account they were compelled Lo leave the old mecling-house.

James Scott, in bis MSS., says :—J/u Seplember, 1702 Mr. [Noah)] fones
ventoved to Walsall, by the destre and fnvitation of the majority of the Dissenters.
This, he was soon convinesd, was aun crroy fit conduet for the factions parly zealols n
that leton, whe had bifere scparaled in the Rev. My, Winter's time, after cavilling
and finding fauli about a year, evected a mecliug-house and cxerted themselves
strennowsly to support #f.  This secession of 28 members of the society and two
deacons, on doctrinal grounds, took place in 1763. The first meeting-house of
this new society was in a court in Dudley Strest, which, in 1791, gave place to
the large chapel in Bridge Street.

Shortly after the decision in the Wolverhampton Chapel (q.v.} case, an
attempt was made by this society in Bridge Street to take possession of
the parsonage house in Rushall Street belonging to the parent society in
Stafford Street, which at the time happened to be empty, it being an in-
terval between two pastorates. An entrance was {orced, and a man put
in possession with bedsteads and other furniture. Upon this reaching the
ears of the late Dr. John Day, afterwards a justice of the peace, and a
leading member of Stafford Street congregation, he at once repaired to
the house and turned out the intruder, and threw his furniture into the
street after him! The Bridge Street people threatened they would prosecute
Dr. Day for rioting, but they never did, and, as the doctor used to add
when telling the story—

soon alter me a magistrale,

And so the parsonage once more was saved by its rightful owners.

Unfortunately for our purpose the early register of the Otd Meeting
is not forthcoming. Its disappearance is thus accounted for by an entry
in the later one, now in Somerset House :—Of the dates from I752 fo 1788 the
register of this Walsall Old Mecting-house &5 lost or mislaid. 7t was supposed lo have
been placed in the hands of Mr. Smith, devk lo the thurch, by Rey. Noak Fones, when
he was il and retiring from his office of pastor, about the year 1787, If nof so, if was
considered that @ My. feffrics, of the obier meeting-house, might have had #f infrusied
lo his cave, This latler persont died on a vanibling jouruey lo gel subscribers fo & lfarge
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work which he proposed to publish ; and wno enquivy conld be made about the
vegisier from him, nor any friend of his.

The book from which this extract was taken by the author, in July,
1898, is headed :—Tlhe | Register of Bapiisms | at | The Old Mreeting-honse |
Walsall, | N.B.—If the congregation ever break up, this Register @5 to be sent fo
Dr. Williams's Library, Red Cross Streel, London. 1t is a thin octavo volume,
in marble papered sides, and covers the period from 1788 to 1837,

MixisTeR. , FirsTt ENTHRY. LasT ENT.RV,
Thos. Ebenezer Beasley 27 April, 1788 11 Qct., 178g
Benjamin Davis z1 Nov., 1789 | 27 June, 1700
Thomas Moore 13 July, 1791 11 Aug., 1593
Thomas Bowen 4 Feb., 1708 1t June, 1820
Abraham Manley 22 QOct., 1820 16 July, 1821
Thomas Bowen { 26 June, 1823 26 Feb., 1837

In 1699, George Fowler bequeathed a sum, the interest of which was
to be devoted to the teaching and instructing ol peor children of the town
of Walsall. This bequest, now known as ‘' Fowler's Sunday School
Charity,” is still administered by the minister and members of this society.

It is alse worthy of record that this society gave the Anfi-Corn Law
League its secretary, in the person of James Hickin, who was one of its
miniskess, and a teacher in the Sunday schoel,

Godly was voluntarily assisted in his ministerial duties by John Rey-
nolds (q.v.), who, after resigning his Shrewsbury ministry and spending a
short time in London, lived at Walsall for the remainder of his life,

No particulars have yet been found which give the period of Winter’s
ministry, nor the year in which his successor, David Jones, settled here.

Neah Jones, from what is stated before, could not have had a very
pleasant ministry here. Perceiving the discontent of a portion- of his
hearers, and the perfidy and unsteadiness of many who had signed his
invitation, he endeavonred fo preserve o proper lemper. Not wasting kis tine in
Jruilless complainis he vigorously appited himself lo e comiposition of sermions, to
las gehool, and lo the perusal of a great vawiely of valuable authors, by which ke
acguired a much larger stock of knowledge and experience than ke would fave

Bz
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done if thiz division had wnol happened  He continued to officiate so long
as he was able, Mighly esteewmed by his flock and wmuch vespecied in the town,
resigned in 1784, and died on 14 December, 1785, =t. 60, being interred
in the new burying ground wncar Walsall, where a lomb covered with a flat stone
was evicled fo Nifs memory.

Belsham, in his list of Daventry Academy students,} notes Beasley as
at Uxbridge—

where he keeps a very respectable school.

During his short ministry at Walsall he preached three times at the Monzhiy
Meeting, the first being at Kidderminster on 8 August, 1786, the minutes
of the meeting held on 4 April previously at Stourbridge recording that,
I compliance with Rev. Mr. Gentleman's reguest e agreed lo meet at Kidder
minster in Awgust, and at Kidderminster the minutes say :—Ox aweunt of
Walsall marke! we appointed lo meet on Wednesday, 4 Oeclober, which was
accordingly done on the date fixed, it being the first occasion for the
Monthly Meeting to be held at Walsall, He was present with Dr. Priestley
and other ministers at the Dudley Double Lecture on 29 May, 1787, and
one of its preachers in 1780.

Bowen was—
the founder of the general lihrary at Walsall, and established the first Sunday
School at that place.f
With the exception of a very briefl period at Ilminster, the whole of his
long active ministry was devoted to Walsall. He preached the Dudley
lecture in 1795 and in 1806, and the Oldbury lecture in 1798, 1816, and
1830. He preached several times at the AMowthly Meeting, the first being
on 4 November, 1823, at the Old Meeting, Birmingham, when, alter service,
the ministers adjoursned to the habilation of Kev. james Yaies.

A memorial of Edward Myers' ministry here is to be found in the
Walsadl Free Press, the oldest Walsall newspaper now existing, of which
he was originator and first editor.

John Omer Squier was an Oldbury lecturer in 1861,

*James Secott's MSS,
tM.R., 182z, p. 285,
iC-R., 1852, p. 324.
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Mr. Dean, prior to entering the ministry, was lecturer (1861-64) for
the East Cornwall Temperance Association, and (1862-70) for the North
of England Temperance League. During his long residence in Walsall he
has taken an active part in all movements for the advancement of the town,
outside the more immediate spherc of duties connected with his congrega-
tion; for eleven years he has been a member of the School Board; is a
member of the Executive Committee of Walsall Hospital—~the scene of
Sister Dora’s well-known labours; one of the Nonconformist chaplaing of
the cemetery; and in close touch with the work of the temperance and
liberal associations.

Joux Gobry, ed. Layden University ; min. Walsall, -1710-1715-[3727- ]
d. 1yeg. ’
¢/, History of Walsall, Thomas Pearce, 1813, p. 132 ; History of Walsall, Frederic
W. Willmore, 1877, p. 351 1 Seerfrower, 1804, p- 40

James WARNER, ed. Sheriff Hales Academy, by John Woodhouse ; min. Tewkesbury, ;
Walsall, -I737- 1541
¢ 1741,
¢/ Toulmin's, Proteslant Dissenters, 1814, p. 501 ; Sevecsorer, 1894, p. 40; Noah Jones'

MS. List of Academies, as abstract in James Scott's MSS.

Jour Dopson, ed. Sheffield Academy, by John Wadsworlh; min, Ross, -1720- B
Shrewsbury, King's Head Passage, -1741 3 Walsall, 19q1-1743 5 o (18 August,
1720) Hannah, daughter of Timothy Weod, of Liitle Town.
£. 3 March, 1743
¢f. MS. note by Edward Myers, 1896; Noah jones' List of Academies, as above;

Dickenson's Regisier, pp. 215, 333 Congregaticonalism in Shropshire [1898], p. 15,
Joun WINTER, ed. Sheffield Academy, by Jobn Wadsworth ; min, Walsall.
¢ft Noah Jones' List of Academies, as above; James Scoit’'s MS.; Sedsewer, 1804,
P 40.
Davip JONES, min. Walsall, -196z.
d. 1762,
¢f. M.5.C., p. 165; James Scoll's MSS.

NOAH ]JONES, see Cradley,

Tuomas Emengzer Beastry, & [1763]; ed. Daventry Academy, 178c0- , by Thomas
Robins ; min. Walsall, 17861785 ; Uxbridge, where kept school.

. 18z4, =t. 61, at Uxbridge.
¢f ML.R., 1822, p. 285; 1824, p. 425; Walsall, Oid Meeting-house Register.

BeNJAMIN Davis, see Evesham.
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THomMas MooRE, see Kingswood.

TaoMas BoOwex, & 1766, nr. Lampeter; ed, Swansea, Pres. Coll. ; min. Walsall, 1594-
1818, 2ad time, 18231838 ; llminster, 18203823 ; m. Elizabeth [Awbrey?]; Issue,
Elizabeth Awbray (4 6 May, 1797, 4. 25 June, 1814), William (4 18 July, 800, sae
Cradley), John Fenclon (& 7 May, 18e2}, Caroline (% 15 April, 1803, «. 18 January,
1822).

d. z5 January, 1852, ict, 86.
o M.R., 1822, p. 187 ; Murch, p. 237 C.R., 18352, pp. 238, 324; Walsall, Old Meeting-
house Register,

ABRAHAM MaKLEY, & [1990] ; ed. Glasgow, 1807-1809; York, M.C., 150g-1810, and 18n1-
July, 1813; min. Hindley, 18130818 | Dukinfield, 26 March-19 July, 1Srg; ippiy,
Walsall, 1820-1822 ; a (Jume, 1517) Ann France ; Issue, James France (4 14 Decem-
ber, 1820, d. 1 December, 1842).

o, 19 May, 18z,
¢f. Record, p. 693 Walsall, Old Meeting-house Register.

WiLLiaym McKEaN, see Oldbury.

Jasmes Cacty S, 4 [1810]; min, Walsall, 1851-1852 ; Doncaster, 1852-1854 ; Thorng,
1854-1860 ; m. Sarah Garland (& ¢ Apnl, 1866) ; lssue, Edwin, M.A. (4. 1832, 4. 1895
min. Manchester, Up Brook Street), Sarah Garland (. 28 October, 1854, &1. 15).

d. 12 April, 1860, . 0.
¢f. Information by Edwin Smith, 189y,

EDwARD MYERS, see Shrewsbury,

Jouxn Qurr SQuiEr, & 1798, 21 Margate; ed. London, Geweral Haplist Academy, 1820-
1852 ; Edinburgh ; min. Edinburgh, 1823-1827 ; Saffron Walden, 18271832 Deptford,
18339855 ; Headcorn, 1854-1861 ; Walsall, 1861-1867 ; Cullempsdon, 1867-1870; Dover,

ot charge; m (1) doaughter of William Moon; min. Depitlord, 1804-18z3; Issue,
Willlnm Croke (5. 1832, 4. 1888, min. Starul), Suzannz Ambrosia (7. 1849} ; (2) (6 April,
1540} Elizabeth (4 13 December, 1871), duughler of James Trower, of Billingshurst.
#. 25 April, 1873.
¢f Inq,, 1873, p. 284 ; List of G.B.A. students in Adwtiguarian Notes, 1859, p. 46.

WiLliam Wynx Roepinsox, ed. U.H.M.B., -1858; in, Merthyr Tydfl, 85818603
Battle and Hastings, 1860-1861 ; Stocklon-on-Tees, 18611865 ; Boston, 1865-1871 ;
Walsall, 187101875 Gainsborough, 1876- ; m. Emma (4. 16 April, 1858); Issue,
George Herhert (4. 1882), Percy (7. 1882), Maude (4. 1882), and others.

PeTsk DEAN, . 30 December, 1840, in Blackburn ; Temperunce lecturer and journalist,
1861-1871 ; min. Batlle, 1871-1873; Clerkenwell, 1873-1876; Walsall, Febroary, 1876-
m. {26 June, 1865) Sarah Ellen, daughter of D, Thomas, of Bury, Lancs.; Issue,
Ernest, Florence, Una, Theodore Parker, Wilfrid Lawsen, Amold,

zz1
ToPOGRAPHY,
The Scott MSS., in custody of ét01|rbridge Presbyterian Congregation.
History of Walsall, Thomas Pearce, 1813,
M.5.C., p. 165.
Monthly Repository, 1828, p. 67.
A History of Walsall aud its nefghbourhood, Frederic W, Willmore, M.R.C.5,,

Lng., 1877, p- 351-

7, 8.

Ing., 1881, p. H33.
A History of Bridee Street Chapel, Walsall, Alfred Willis, 1891, pp. 2, 3,

Seedserer, 1894, p. 34-
Vestiges, p. 247.



222

WARWICK, —Hicu Streer.

Rebuilt 1780.

Restored and reopened 28 Juune, 1863, WJ&W?MLG(/_.

MINISTERS.
John Wilson 1691-1695
Joseph Carpenter ... . ~1715-1744
James Keitle 1746-1785 r “" i
Benjamin Kingsbury ... . 1786-[178q] /- L & all
William Field 1789-1843
Henry Ashion Meeson, M.D. .., 1843-1845
Thomas Lethbridge Marshall ... 1846-1832
Daniel Davies Jeremy, M.A. ... 1853-1860
Percy Bakewell, B.A, 1861-1862 : i : .
John William Lake ... .. 1862-1803 Darecl Davies dm"7
Benjamin Kirkman Gray 1894-18097
Alfred Miller Holden 1898

Founded about the year 1660, and rebuill in the year 17803 so runs a note
in Field's handwriting in the baptismal register. No particulars of the
earlier meeting-house seem as yet to be forthcoming.  Swbrer says that*— v, P

there is every recason lo conclude that about, or previous to, the middle of 'Ly AZa/é_q\/
the seventeenth century, a separate society of Christian worshippers was
formed, which held ils meelings, first, probabiy, within the castle grounds,
and afterwards in u place crected for them on a site at that time jusl with-
out, but now enclosed within the walls of that beautiful doman. . . . At
what time their sancluary was built within the present walls of the castle

grounds, and when it was opened, we cannot determine. / % m‘.
Field, in his Account of the Town and Castle of Warwick, records | ’ - ;
e ——

that the present meeting-house in High Street was built in 1780 on land

- -
given by Lord Warwick in exchange for that on which the more ancient
edifice stood, which he wished to enclose within his castle walls. This
meeting-house, rebuilt in 1780—

was ftled with a sloping Roor to improve the auditorium,

*p. 126,
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and—
Ficld excited seme comment by surmounting the front of the building with

a stong cross®

In 1863, the place was closed for some three months, for the purpose
of a chancel being added to it, and other improvements being effected ; the
immediate cause for which was the gift by R. Greaves, Esquire, of an
organ in a carved mahogany case. The chancel was divided from the old
part of the building by the communion rails, on either side of which were
placed a reading desk and a carved octagon pulpit, in which were fixed
panels of dark green marble. In the centre of the chancel is the carved
oak communion table, and immediately in the rear is a fine screen, with
panels similar to those on the pulpit, which serves the double purpose of
screening the organist and of being an appropriate back to the communion
table. In the middle of the screen therc is some fine c¢ircular carved work,
with an emblazoned cross, surmounted by other carved crosses. The
chancel is lighted by five windows, which throw a flood of subdued light
into that part of the building. The centre window is circular, in the
middle of it is a Maltese cross, with a vine background. The chandeliers,
by which the meeting-house used to be lighted were removed—as has
unfortunately been done in many other restoraticns—and ordinary gas ft-
tings substituted. The front of the building was repnovated, and the two
frosted windows with coloured borders, formerly at its back end, were
placed to front the street. The preacher at the reopening services, on 28
June, 1863, was John William Lake, then minister to the society.

Concerning the first minister, Matthew Henry says—

Mr. John Wilson, of Warwick, my intimale and beloved friend, died of a
consumption, in April, i6g5. JHe was the son of the judicious and learned
author of the trealise called, ' Nehushtan,” and “Judicium Discretions,” &c. ;
nor was he inferior 1o his father, either in gifis or graces. His mind and
temper, like his person, were remarkably elegant and comely. Ile was
born at Chester, in 1662, educated in London by Mr, Thomas Row, and
lived some time afterwards at Broad Oak, with my father, Mr. Philip
Henry. He was the first minister of the Presbylerian denomination in
Warwick, and his labours werc singularly useful.

WilsenT notes him as—
a picus and valuable minister, wha laid the foundation of the dissenting

interest at Warwick, and died in the prime of life.

# Die. Net, Bisg., article on Wm. Field, by A.G. +tDissenting Churches, i, p. 170
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Joseph Carpenter, on accepting the iavitation to leave Warwick for
the ministry of the Angel Street Society, Worcester—

expiresssdl sierprise that the Congregation should invite so old = man, hul
said, it thgy grew tired and wished a change, they would not bave much
trouble in gettng rid of him. . . . His remaval to this place [Worcester|
gave him, b the seview, great satisfaction, and in a letter, dated October
3 1752, he suys, ‘Surely, il ever any one was under a particular direction,
I was in that affair.*

At Warwick he-—

used to catecluss the children publicly by 1eaching and explaining the
Assembly’s Catechiam.!

Joseph Kettle removed from Dorchester to Warwick., Here he remained
for the rest of his life, being minister of the society just 4o years, and a
resident in it for 6o years. An anecdote of him, honourable to his memory,
is preserved by Abel Edwards, minister at Dorchester, 1772-1813, in his
account of the Old Meeting, Pease Lane.] While Kettle resided in Dor-
chester, he was, it seems, much noticed by a gentleman living in the
neighbourhood, who, among other marks ol regard, made him a liberal
offer of preferment in the Established Church, provided he would conform.
But the offer was respectfully declined, and, says Edwards——
in so acting he exhibited a laudable instacce of religious integrity, znd the
more 1o b eslecmied, as by all accounts he was & person who could not
be amuppesad te be ndifferent to those accommaidstivsis which the emolu-
ments of an Edtablishment would enable the possessss 10 procure,

An orthodox secession took place about 1750, which laid the foundation
of the [ndependent society in Brooke Street, of which, in 1759, John New-
ton, alterwards of Olney—who had not then taken Anglican orders—was
one of ity supplies for six weeks. Many references in his letters of later
life testify to his pleasant remembrances of his Warwick ministry. Twenty-
two years afterwards he writes :—Jf offen think of that time with pleasire.
Thewe the Lord opened my monlh.

Benjamin Kingsbury was a native of Warwick, and settled here as
minister on leaving Daventry Academy. A very singular difference of

*Urwick's Nonconformity in Worgester, p. 10a.
tM.S.C., p. 167.
IM.R., 1826, p. 630.
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taste, rather than of opinion, occasioned his abrupt dismissal.®
The question in dispute was the propriely of returning in a public assembly
special thanks to the Almighty for preservation in child-birth.  The minister’s
taste revolted from this practice, and his refusal to comply with it, or to
render his reasons for his refusal, led to a separation.
In 1791, he contracted, under semewhat romantic circumstances, a marriage
with the daughter of an eminent hardwareman in London, and, having
been minister to the Evesham society, in Qat Street, 17g90-1791, he left
the ministry to succeed his father-in-law in business. He was author of
several publications, both when in the ministry and after he quitted it.
Whalter Wilson, in his MSS., says he was awflor of a valuwn of family prayers
[17g0), and of a freatise on raser sirops, gf which he s now a dealer in London.
The full title of this, the more popular of Kingsbury's productions, was ‘A

Treatise on Razors, in which the Weight, Shape, and Temper of a Razor
are considered,” 170y. He was a Dudley lecturer in 1790,

Field's life has recently been told by A.G. in the Dictivnary of National
Biggraphy ; to it 1he author is indebted for the following extracts

John Field, kis father, a London medical practitioner and foundes of the

London Anauity Society, was & man of property, who married Aune,

of Themas Cromwell, and sister of Oliver Cromwell {17422-18z1).  Field got

a good clusscal traiding, while at schowol he corresponded with his father

in Latin. . . . Field succeeded James Keitle in 1789 as minister al the

L

daughter

Presbyterian congregation at Warwick, whore he was ordained on 1z July,
r7go.  On this ecccasion Belsham gave the charge and Priestley preached.
D+. Parr, who then first mel Pdestley, allended the service and the ordina-
tion dinmer. Thus began Fiell's clese istimacy with Parr, a conneclion
fostered by their comimmoen devotion to elassical studies.  Field at once (1791}
started a Sunday school (the Rrst in Warwick). This led him into a squabble
with sowme local clesgpy. Ficld, who was always remdy for » pamphlet war,
issued the first of many productions of his incisive pen, in which the dignity
of sivle, nnd the profivion of literary and classical illusiration contrast
curiousdy with the pettiness of the disputes. . . . Field kepl a beoarding
school fiur many years al Leam, near Warwick. This led to his publishing
T which the most valuable was the Querdions on

somie cducational marniais,
Gospel History, recommuded in the ' Critical Review ™ (June, 1794) to theo-
logical students in ihe two universities, His history of Warwick, and his
life of Parr are important works. He died at Leam, on 16 August, 1351,
A marble slab 1o his memory was placad in High Street Chapel, Warwick.

Field was of diminutive slalure, wilh a noble head; his porirait

*C.RR., 1832, p, 619,

c2
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has been engraved. He never forgot the distinction of his Cromwell blood ;

his extensive correspondence was both erudite and racy; he was a genial

host, and his conversation, in spite of his constitulional deafncss, was very
enjoyabie.

Field was a Dudley lecturer in 1792, After his death his family gave

a large portion of his library to the trustees of this chapel ; the volumes
bear this label :—

MINISTER'S LIBRARY.

Hica STREET CHAPEL, WARWICK.

This Book, formerly in the Library of the
Rev. W. FIELp (the Minister of the above-
named Chapel from the year 1989 to 1843),
was, after his death, presented by his family,
with 929 other volumes, to (he Trustees of
the Chapel, whose property il is in future,
to remain for the use of the Minister, for the

time being, of the Chapel.

Leam, Fanuary rst, 1852,

Henry Ashton Meeson—
was eduvcated for the medical profession, but, under the impulse of strong

religious feeling, he entered the ministry. , . . Dlness compeled him to
retice. . . . His character was a very supcrior one. To know him was
to love and honour him. . . . It was an entire superiority to all merely

secular motives which led him, in opposition to his early associations, to

become a poor Nonconformist preacher; but that superiority was most

unaffectedly displayed in cverything relating to the conduct of his ministry.*
He preached once at the Monthly Meetrng, at the Old Meeting, Birmingham,
oo 7 November, 1843, his text being St. John xiii., v. 14.

Mr. Marshall, who lives in the enjoyment of his retirement at Sidmouth,
during his ministerial settlement here preached twice at the Montily
Meeting ; at Cradley, on & April, 1847 (text, Eph. iv., 7), and at the New
Meeting, Birmingham, on 4 March, 1851 (text, Romans x., 8-g).

*C.R,, 1848, p. 703
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The Rev. Daniel Davies Jeremy, in addition lo being minister here,
was also, like Field, minister at the same time at Kenilworth, He preached
at the Monthly Meeting, at Stourbridge, on 15 August, 1854, his text being
5t. Matthew iv., 1.

Percy Bakewell was first Oldbury lecturer in 1861, and John William
Lake, in company with Samuel Bache, preached it in 1864, that being the
last year in which the Oldbury lecture was delivered.

The register of baptisms is a thin square volume bound in vellum;
it was seen by the author in July, 1898. The 129 entries are all by Field,
and date from to May, 1790, to 22 May, 1837, when the book was deposited
with the Registrar-General.

Jonn WiLson, 4 1662, in Chester; ed. London, by Thomas Rowe {(min. Haberdashers’
Hall, Independent, 1678-1505); lived alterwards with Philip Henry, M.A., at Broad
Oak ; min. Warwick, 16g1-1695.

& April, 1695,
of. Matthew Henry's Remarns ; Wilson i, p. 21, ili. p. 170 ; Sthree, po 1295 Festiges, p. 251,

JoserH CARPEXTER, &4 [1691] at Woodrow, nr. Bromsgrove; ed. Alcester Academy, by
Joseph Porter {q.v.}; min. Warwick, -1715-1744 ; Worcester, 1744-1758 ;  Issue,
daughter (w. William Kelile, of Birmingham ; their second dauvghter, Mary, ». John
Kentish {g.v.)

#. 29 January, 1758, 2t. 67 ; bur, Bromsgrove Church Yard.

of. P.D.M., 1708, p. 283; M.R., 1817, p. 6; Memoirs of Lant Carpenter, LL.D., by
Russell Lant Carpenter, B.A., 184z, p. 8; Silves, p. 130; Nonconformity in
Worcester, by Wm. Urwick, M.A., 18g7, p. 100.

James KETTLE, & al Evesham ; ed. Glasgow ; min. Dorchester, 1735-1746 ; Warwick, 1746-
1785 ; Warwick, without charge, 1785-13c6.
«. Aprii, 1806,
of. MLR,, 1826, p. 630; Murch, pp. 270, 274 Sibres, p. 15303 W, Wilson's MSS,

BexjAMIN KINGSEURY, 4. about 1965 at Warwick ; ed. Daventry Academy, 1783- , by
Thomas Belshawm ; min. Warwick, 1986-[1789]; Evesham, 17g0-1791; retired from
ministry ; living in 1797 ; = (1791)
¢f. M.R., 182z, p. 283 ; C.R,, 1852, p. 619; Walter Wilson's MSS,

WiLeram FIELD, 4. 6 January, 1568, at Sioke Newington; ed. Homerton Academy, lefl

it for doctrinal reasons; Daventry Academy, 1788-June, 1789, by Themas Belsham ;
ord. 1z July, 790, at Warwick, Dr, Priestley preached; min. Warwick, 1780-1843;
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Kenilworth, 1826-1850; w. Mary (. 2 October, 1848), daughter ot William Wilkins,
of Bury Fieids, Gloucester; Issue, 14 children, cleven survived him, Edwin Wilkins
(7. 1871}, Horzace.

d. 16 Auvgust, 1851, at Leam, nr. Warwick.

ef. Dic. Nat, Bivg,

Hexwry AsHToN MEESON, & [1816]; M.D. ; min, Warwick, 1843-1845.
d. 7 October, 1846, =t, 3o, at father's housc, Grays, Essex.
o C.R., 1846, p. 703.

THOoMAS LETHBRIDGE MaRSRALL, ed, Manchester, M.N.C., 1841-1846; min. Warwick,
July, 1846-December, 1852 ; London, Hackney, January, 1853-2¢ September, 1857 ;
Stamford Street, 1858-1862 ; Brixton, 1863-1875 ; Secretary, Presbyterian Board, 1859~
1898 ; Sidmouth, withet ¢harge, 1898- i e, {36 June, 1855), Mary Elizabeth, eldest
daughter of Robert J. P. Wright, Esquire, of Clapton ; has issue,
¢/, Roll of Students ; personal knowledge.

DawnizL Davies JErRewmy, & in Pencarreg, Caermarthenshire ; ed. Caermarthen, Pres,
Coll. ; Glasgow; M.A., G/as.; min. Frenchay, 1851-1852 ; Warwick, 1853-1860; Kenil-
worth, 1854-1860 ; Dublin, Eustace Street, r860- ; rem. Stephen's Green, 1863- ;
m. (10 September, 1861) Anne Swanwick, elder daughter of Edward Hutton, M.D.,
of Dublin; has issue.

¢f. Personal knowledge.

Percy Bakewetl, & [1837]; ed. London, M.N.C., 18541860 ; B.A., Lond., 1857 min,
Northampton, 1860-1861; Warwick, 1861-1862; Godalming, 1862-1865: Halifax, 1866-
1868 5w (21 August, 1867), Sophia, daughter of James Stansfeld, Esquire, of Halilax.
.17 June, 1868, i, 31, a1 Church Stretton.
¢f. Roll of Students ; Inq., 1868, p. 402.

Joun WiLLiaM LAKE, & 1823, in London ; ed. Christ's Hespital; L.S.A., 1858; min.
Boston, Lincs., 1859-Seplember, 1862 3 Warwick, 1862-1803; Margate, withont charge
18g3.

d. 14 March, 18¢g; bur. Margate Cemetery.
¢ft Ing., 1809, p. 182,

BexjariN KIRkMaN Gray, ed. London, New Coll ; min. Warwick, 18g4-June, 1897 ;
London, Bell Street Domestic Mission, February, 18g8- ; . {9 May, 1808} Sarah
Eleanor, daughter of Henry Stone, Esquire, of Banbury.

ALFRED MuLLEr HoOLDEN, ed. Caermarthen, Pres. Coll.; min. Ilminster, 187¢-1868 ;
Warwick, 18¢8- ; #2, (5 July, 1881) Mary {¢. ¢ January, 1898), daughter of John
Baker, Esgnire, of llminster; bhas issue.

¢/, Personal knowledge.

Pp-
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An Acownt of the Town and Castle of Warwick, William Field, 1815

135-0.
M.R., 1817, p. 6.

Stbree, p. 129.
Inq., 1863, p. 447
Vestiges, p. 251.
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WEST BROMWICH.—Lonce Roap.

Opened 26 April, 1875.

MINISTERS.
John Harrison 1874-18035
Edward William Lummis, M.A. 1895-1808
Frederick Augustus Homer ... 18g8-

in July, 1859, the Rev. Henry McKean, of Oldbury, began to conduct
services in the Summit Schools, Spon Lane, where a Sunday school was
at once established. In 1868, the worshippers removed to the Assembly
Room, Lombard Street, which had, however, to be relinquished in the
following year. Fora time it seemed thal this attempt to establish a con-
gregation here must collapse, but in March, 1874, the Midland Christian
Union, true to its missionary aim and spirit, invited the Rev. John Harri-
son to undertake the difficult task of establishing a permanent congregation.
Public worship was at once regularly resumed, this time in St. George's
Hall.  Subscriptions were inviled towards the erection of a permanent
building ; very soon the sum promised was sufficient to warrant a begin-
ning, and op Monday, 206 April, 1875, the present edifice in Lodge Road
was opened for Divine worship, at a cost of £r1,400. The sermon—a
memotable one on Unitarianism and free thought in religion—was preached
by the late Rev. Robert Rodolph Suffield, who, at the evening meeting,
spoke on his conversion from the Roman Catholic Church., The collection
at the opening service amounted to £rr7.

A year later, in April, 1876, at a council meeting of the M.C.U., held
at West Bromwich, it was reported that Mr. Harrison’s services were no
longer retained by the Union, but that he had been appointed minister to
the Lodge Road society, it being considered that the vigorous congrega-
tion should be entrusted with the management of its own affairs. The
happy connection thus begun between Mr. Harrison and this society was
only ended in July, 1895, when, as stated on p. 8, he entered on his
duties as missionary and minister at large for the M.C.U.

His successor was the Rev. Edward William Lummis, M.A., who had,
during 1895, assisted the Rev. James C. Street at the Church of the

o, [eririe s
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Saviour, Birmingham, In 1898, Mr. Lummis accepted the ministry of the
Park Street society, Hull, and was followed at West Bromwich by the
present minister, who was, for some time, connected with the Episcopal
Church, in Australia, but a change in his convictions led to secession,
Under his ministry, and working on ground well sown by Mr. Harrison,
high hopes are entertained that this society is entering on an era of
unprecedented activity.

Joun Harrisox, ed. Rawdon Coll. ; min. Stony-Stratford, 1865-1874 ; West Bromwich,
1874~18g5 ; Missionary, Midland Christian Union, 1895-1898 ; #», and has issue,
Frances Alice {m. Wm. Alfred Rollasen, formerly of Birmingham, but now of Truro),
Willrid Ingbam (. Marian Lucy, daughter of William Halkin Nightingale, of
Birmingham).
¢f. Ing., 1874, p. 122,

EpwarRDp WiLLiam Lumais, ed. Oxford ; M.A, Oxes. ; ord. deacon; renounced Anglican
orders ; min, Birmingham, Church of the Saviour, assistant to James C. Street (q.v.),
1895 ; West Bromwich, 18g5-18¢8; Hull, 1893- 3 #. (18 February, 18g0) Evelyn
Constance, youngest daughter of James Mathias Dixon, min, Hull, 1866-1883.

FREDERICK AvcusTus HOMER, & at Sedgley ; ed. Oxford, Manchester Coll., 18g3-1808;
nmin. West Bromwich, September, 13g8- i #. (4 October, 1897) Gertrude, third
daughler of latc Henry Hughes, of Woodsetton, Staffs.

ToPOGRAPHY.
Ing., 1573, pp. 171, 283.
History of West Brommwich, F. W. Hackwood, F.R. 7518, 1893, p. 84.
Pestiges, p. 253,
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WHITCHURCH.—Savor.

CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR.

Church opened, 7 August, 1877.

MINISTERS.

William Carey Walters 1877-1879
Frederick Sydney Morris 1880

James Wilson, sutt v Jan.-Mac., 1881
Alfred Lancaster 1881-1882
Walter Reynolds, B.A. 1883-1884
Qwen James Jones ... 1885-1887

Guild of the Goocl Shepherd, sugpiied ., 1888-188g
George Eyre Evans ... 1889-1897
William Frederic Turland 1897-

This society was formed in january, 1877, by the withdrawal of the
Rev. W. C, Walters [rom the ministry of the Baptist Chapel in Greenend,
who, together with some members of his congregration, felt it incumbent
upon them to asscciate themselves together to worship God as a church,
not requiring either from its minister or its members assent or subscription
to any theological creed. For some months worship was conducted in
the Town Hall, whilst the erection of an iron church was proceeded with
on the preseat site in Highgate; which was lent to the congregation for
a period of 21 years by Mr. and Mrs. John Gresty, two of the most
prominent seceders, at a ground rent of A5 per an.  The church, known
until 1893 as the Free Christian Chierehr, was opened for Divine worship, by
the Rev. Baldwin Brown, B.A., on Tuesday, 7 August, 1877. His memor-
able sermon, on this occasion, was founded on Ephesians i., v. 22-25—

The church, which is bis bedy.
On the 24th December following, the trust deed was executed, which pro-
vides that :—The Church and buildings are fo be wsed for the worship of God,
and for purpeses of education, and that no minister or member of the congregation
or church shall be vequired lo assent or subseribe lo any theological ¢reed. From
the beginning the congregation has steadily and firmly declined to take any
sectarian name whatsoever; both Trinitarians and Unitarians are included
as its trustees, whilst ministers of various denominations have, from time

CHURCH OF THE SAVIQUR, WHITCHURCH.
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to time, preached in its pulpit. Speaking here, shortly aflter its opening,

the late Rev. Clinrles Beard, B.A., said—
he rejoiced in this Free Christian Church, a ¢hurch in which ithe worshipper
wis not nsked to express his faith in dogmatic forms as a condition of com-
muuion, where Unitarian and Trinitarian could meet togetber as children of
one God, and servants of one Masber, wlwere e doiublar would be welcomed
and not shunncd because of his diubls, and where religion could be taught
not as the letter which killeth but ms the spirit which giveth life.

To this ideal then the congregalion has ever tried to be true. Whilst
there were many persons to whom the worshippers were indebted for con-
stant advice and support at the first, and whose names are recorded in the
minutes, none stand owt more prominently than those of the Rev. Thomas
Gasquoine, B.A., the senior trustee, then minister of the Congregational
Church, Oswestry, and now resident in Bedford without charge; the late
Rev. Charles Beard, B.A., minisicr of Renshaw Street Chapel, Liverpool;
and the late Rev. Edward Myers, F.G.S., minister of High Street Church,
the oldest nonconforming congregation in Shrewsbury, also a trustee from
the first until his death,

The permanent brick school-house was built behind the church, and
opened for use on Wednesday, 28 January, 1850.

The year 189z must ever be memorable in the annals of this congre-
gation as that in which Mrs. John Gresty (#¢ Martha Pininnah Bancroft,
d. a0 November, 1893) and her husband marked the close of the author's
third year of ministry here by :—

(a} The gilt of the site of the Church.

f4) The gift of the site of the School-house.

(¢} The gift of the two adjoining cottages and site for the future building

of a minister's residence.

In accepting this noble gift, and so terminating the temporary nature
of the trust, the congregation recognized it as a fitting opportunity for
carrying out the donors’ wishes—wishes in which minister and people were
one—that the present church, and any future one to be erected upon the
land, should be known as the

CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR.
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A new and permanent trust deed (in the custody of Messrs. Harding
and Son, solicitors, Birmingham) was at once executed by the six remaining
trustees of the original deed, viz, :—

Rev. Henry W. Crosskey, LL.D., Church of the Messiah, Birmingham
»» Thomas Gasguoine, B_A., Congregational minister, Bedford
»» Edward Myers, F.G.5., High Street Church, Shrewsbury
by W, Carey Walters, Jersey
Mr. W. W. Coulson, deacon of Christ Church, Oswestry
,» John Gresty, Mile Bank, Whitchurch

Who were joined in the trust by :—

Rev. joseph Wood, Old Meeting Church, Birmingham
Mr. Lewis Beard, Town Clerk, Coventry

., Charles Harding, solicitor, Birmingham

s Richard Robinson, produce broker, Liverpool

,» Hy. B. Black, L. & N.W.Ry. Co., Whitchurch

., George Groom, L. & N.W.Ry. Co., Whitchurch

,» Joseph Jones, L. & N.W,Ry. Co., Whitchurch

,» George Dodd, builder, Whitchurch

,, Albert G. Stevens, plumber, Whitchurch

Strongly believing that no minister should be a trustee of the church
lie serves, the author, conscientiously but regretfully, felt unable to consent
to the donors' wishes that he should be one of the number.

Gifts have from time to time been added to the church, amongst them:—

The communion plate, donor, the late Mrs. Gresty

The oak eagle tectern, donors, Friends, in memory of Mrs. Gresty

The stone font, donors, Rev. Owen J. Jones and friends

Chancel window, “*The Good Shepherd,” deonors, Thos. and Wm. Colfox,
Esquires, and friends in West Country

Chancel triptych, oil painting, "The Gocd Samaritan,” donor, The artist,
Mr. Howard Colman

Lectern Bible, doneors, Mr. and Mrs. David Faris, Birmingham

. ., revised version, donors, Guild of the Good Shepherd, Liverpool

Chancel standz d lights, donor, Dr. Bromfield, Whitchurch

Guild Banoer, donor, Mrs. Kitson, Leeds

Altar cloth (first), donor, Miss Walters

STONE FONT.
CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR,
WHITCHURCH.

Carved by a working wan.
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Altar cloth (red)
' n (purple) 1 donors, Friends, per minister, t8gq.
. 5 (white)
The yews and poplar trees were planted by the author at Christmas, 1880,

After a ministry from Muarch, 1873, to December, 1876, at Greenend
Baptist Chapel, and from January, 1877, to December, 1879, here, the
founder of the congregation saw fit to remove (o Kidderminster, at the
call of the New Meeting society there,

His successor was the late F. Sydoey Morris, who, at the close of his
year's ministry here, became ethical lecturer to the congregation worshipping
in St. Saviourgate Presbyterian Church, York, which position he held until
his death in 1893. Here, in the city of York, Morris, who was the son
of the Rev. John Morris, a Congregational minister in Loodon, took an
active part in forwarding the cause of the Liberal party, and in later years
prominently identified himself with labour questions. At the General Llection
in 18gz, he contested the Ludlow Division of Shropshire, in the Glad-
stonian interest, when his opponent, Mr. R. J. Moore, a2 Liberal Unionist,
defeated him by a majority of 2,146 votes. His pulpit discourses were
marked by great originality of thought and power of expression, and the
same characteristics were evident in his deliveries on the politicul plaiform,
where he became a very popular figure as lecturer to the National Liberal
Federation. He was the author of a little velume entitled Aenosticism and
Dagmatism.  He wrote—

Tt is easier to maintain a creed than to cullivale & moral character, ensier

to spremil n el by means of persecution than 1o reforns a community

by means of whalesale legislation, and ihe exercise of boneficinl influences,
And Morris chose for himself what he judged the more difficuit task, and
while he cared too little to make his own views prevail, devoted himsell to
what he believed the cause of the people. He was, in accordiince with
his own desire, cremated. He celebrated the first marriage ceremony in
the church and signed the first entry n the marriage register,

The Midland Christian Union bas made a yearly grant to this church,
as also did the British and Foreign Unitarian Asscciation in a lesser degree,
but, in 8a4, the council of the congregation was able to take the gratitying
step embodied in this resolution :—

That the Church of ihe Saviour, in seeing its way to raise by increased con-
gregalional offertory the amount of the grant made 1o it by the B. & F.U. 4.,
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hereby intimates its intention of not seeking fwther yearly help from the
association ; and, in s0 doing, heartily thanks the B. & F.U.A, for the
financial aid accorded to it at varicus times since the building of the church
in 1877,

From the beginning the sittings have been free and unappropriated,
this being the frst church to set the example in the town. For many
years past the building has been open daily til} sunset.

In 1895, the congregation had the pieasure of seeing the principle for
which it stands adopted in the new town cemetery, which was that year
simply dedicated for Christian burial; the rector of the parish and his
brother novconforming ministers taking part together in a service held on
the ground, which has but one building on it for the common use of ail,
and where no line of demarcation mars the spot in which conforming and
nonconforming parishioners rest side by side.

In January, 1896, the congregation, at the hands of its minister, was
privileged to see erected on the walls of its church, all the 23 fine memorial
brasses originally placed in the Dodington Presbyterian Chapel hard by
worship in which had ceased in 1844 (see p. 241).

The Monihly Meetfing has been held here three times; on the last occasion,
on 17 June, 1846, a paper, The Jdea of God, by the Rev. Thomas Gasquoine,
B.A., « drive to Whitewell and Broad Oak, where the Rev. Joseph Jacob,
rector of the parish, received the ministers at tea in the rectory, and an
evening service in the church, wiith address by the Rev. Joseph Wood,
were included in the day’s programme.

The baptismal and marriage registers were compiled by the author at
the beginning of his ministry here, and sent round for the signatures of
the different ofiiciating ministers belore death had removed any of them ;
so that the church now owns complete registers. Of the entries to April,
18gy, forty-nine baptisms and thirty-two marriages were at the hands of
the present writer.

From October, 1877, to September, 1879, the church issued a monthly
f Record,’ with Young Days as the localized inset; and from November,
1889, to January, 18g7, a monthty Chrenicle, with the Seedsower, localized from
March, 18g5; a complete set of the Chrenicle being inserted in the Churéh
Record Poaok noted below.
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WinLiax CAREY WaLTeRs, see Kidderminster.

FREDERICK SvDNEY MORRIS, 4. [1846]; ed. Mill Hill School; Cheshunt Coll,, -187z;
min. Whitchurch, 1 January-31 December, 1880 ; Yorl, St. Savicurgate Presbyterian,
1881-18g3 ; = eldest daughter of David Arnhur, Congregational min., Aberdeen;
had issue.

d. 4 August, 1993, =L, 47 ; cremated at Manchester.

¢/ Inq., 1893, p- 510; Whitchurch, Marriage Register.

James Wiisan, & [1853)1 min. Newfoundland ; Whitchureh, January-barch, 1381 ; Malton, 1381-1 882,
. 1582, = P9
of. ULA,, 1583, p. 28,

ALFRED LANCASTER, & 26 July, 1853, at Fadiham ; ed. U.H.M.B., 17 September, 1878-
30 June, 1881; Owen's Cotl,, 18781881 min. Whitchurch, 23 Cctober, 1881-31 October,
188z ; Belfast, Stanhope Street, 1883-1885; Killinchy, 12 May, 18851 May, 1886;
Bury (Lanc.), Chesham, 1 January, (887-30 June, 1889 ; Middleton, 1 March, 18g0- H
m. (13 Qctober, 1881) daughter of James Krowles, of Padiham ; Issue, Julia (&),
Louis James Alfred (4. 1885), Frank Knowles (4. 188q).

of, Record, p. 131.

WaLTER REVNOLDS, 6. 19 February, 1851, at Lenton, Nottingham ; ed, Chilwell, Baptist
Coll., 1875-1876; B.A., Oxon., 1882 ; ord. May, 1877 min. Burnicy {Baptist), 1}4 years;
Coventry, Gosford Street (Baptist), 2/4 years; Whitchurch, zz April, 188313 May,
188y ; Belfast, Mount Pottinger, 18841888 ; Ainsworth, 27 May, 1888-18¢8; Man-
chester, Oldham Road, 13g8- ; =t (21 September, 1877} Rebecca Jane, daughter of
Willizm Ives, of London; lssue, Walter Thomas, Asthur Walter, Harold Waller,

" Mabel Rebecca. )

ef Record, p. 4.

OwsN James Jongs, 4. Cheltenbam ; ed. U.H.M.B., 1852-1885 ; min. Whitchurch, Angust,
1985-December. 1887; Cardiff, 1888-1891: Mansfield, 18¢1-18¢6 ; m. (8 Seplember,
1886} Louisa, daughter of William Keates, of London ; Issue, Maurice Owen Keates
(b 18587} and others,

o/, Whitchurch, Baptismal Register; personal knowiedge,

GEORGE EVRE EVAXS, &. Colyton Parsonage, Devon; ed. Caermarthen, Collegiate School,
by 3. H. Asbeidge, 186g-1872 ; Llandyssul, by Rev. William Marles Thomas, M.A.,
1872-1873; superintendenl, Liverpool, Mount Pleasant Sunday School, under Charles
Beard, B.A., November, 1577-June, 188g; min. Whitchureh, 7 June, 1839-7 May, 1897 ;
Aberystwyth, withorut charpe.

WiLLIas FREDERIC TURLAND, min., Bradwell and Gt. Hucklow, 18951897 ; Whitchurch,
Qctober, 18¢7- ;i we. and has issue,
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PraTe,

Ouve almsdish, pewter, plain, 1sins. diameter. Inscription in centre ;—
Tuis ANCIENT ALMSDISH,
USED [N THE PRESBYTERIAN Cuargr, DopDiNgTON,
Lost v 1843,
was REcOVERED, aND GIVEN TO THE TRUSTEBES,
FOR USE IN THE
CHUrcr OF THE Saviour, WHITCHURCH,
BY THE
Rev. Georce Evre Evans.

1893.

Oove cup, paten, flagon, and almsdish, of electro-plate, all given in
1877 by Mrs. Gresty {«. 18g3).

Two brass collecting basons, inscribed, * God loveth a cheerful giver,”
on rims, and L H.S. in centres, given by the minister, 188,

REGISTERS,

In custody of the Church Secrelary for time being.

1. Marriages 188¢-
II. Baptisms 1878
TOPOGRAPHY.
The Record Book, 1877-18g7- » contains copies of nearly all printed

matter, relating to church affairs from foundation, complete set of kit
church Chronicle, 1880-1898, portraits, copies of trust deeds, ministers’ auto-
graphs, &c., &c., compiled by the minister, 1889-18¢07, and given by him
to the congregation; in custody, 1899, of the church secretary, Mr. Geo.
Groom.

The Vestry Register, g September, 188g- , containg particulars of
every service beld in the church (rom this date, preachers’ names, amounts
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of alms, numbers present at worship, communicants, &c., compiled by the
minister, :188¢-18g7, and given by him to the congregation; in custody,
18gg, of the church secretary, Mr, George Groom.

Whitchureh of Long Ago, George Eyre Evans, 1893, var. pp.

Pestiges, p. 258 (has engraving of stone font).

Framed portraits in vestry of Revs. W. C. Walters, F. 8. Morris, Alfred
Lancaster, O. J. Jones, Geo. Eyre Evans, ministers; Revs. H. W. Cross-
key and Edw., Myers, trustees; photographs of church, 18y7 and 18097,
exteriors and interiors ; group of ministers present at Monfhly Meeting,
17 June, 1806 ; and printed list of ministers, 877-1807.



240

WHITCHURCH.—Saror.
DODINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHAPEL.

(Ceased to exist 1844%).

Date of Congregation, 1672.
Rebuilt, 717,
First Meeting-house in Dodington, built 1707 ; destroyed by rioters 1716,
Broad Oak Meecting-house registered 168¢.

MINISTERS.
Philip Henry, M.A. ... 1672-1006
Samuel Benion, M.D. 16g6-1700
Robert Pell ... 1706-1707
David Benion 1708-1725
Thomas Colthurst ... 17261738
John? King 1738-1730
Ebenezer Keay 1739-1779
John Jones ... 1780-
Thomas Rees ... gone, June, 1782
Henry Procter oo {r782]-1783 .
Thomas Jenkins 1783-1815
David William Jones 1815-1818
Joseph Marriott 1818-1823
John Philp 1823-1826
Richard Shawcross ... 1827-1844

Inscriptions on the 23 Memorial Brasses, formerly in this meeting-
hiouse, and removed to the adjacent Church of the Savicur by its minister,
George Eyre Evans, January, 1898 :—

¥On g December, 1891, the building was sold by public auction—! being present—
for £161, lo Mr. jokn A. Roberts, who had for seme time used it as his school-house,
Proceeds were handed over to the British and Foreign School Society, by Mr. J. M,
W’a\.rlmrtonj Lee, solicitor, of Bread Qak.—G.E.E.

Philap Hirmy
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BENYON.,
Beneath fieth the remains | of | SAMY, BENYON Esq®; | or AsH,
| died 8th January, 1791. | aGED %4. | aLso | LYDIA BENYON |
Retict of | SAML, BENYON Esgw, | who died 30th July, 1801 |
AGED 72.

[tlas Beuyon crest, and coat of arms; octagonal brass, 17 inches tall, 934
inches wide ; two sides, 122 inches; 2 sides, g inches; 4 sides, 3% inches.
Name of engraver under crest and over ceat of arms, ¢ W, Bowley, Shrews-
bury.”)

JBeneath | Lieth the Body of | MARY BENYON | who died | Feb-
ruary 7th, 1765 : | Aged 50,

(Circular headed brass, m with fine skull and cross bones on top. inscrip-
tion in square, 9 inches by 8)4 inches; total height, r23{ inches.]

Here lieth the Body of | ELIZABETH BENYON | Wife of |
BENJAMIN BENYON Esg™ | who died April the zgth | 1797 |
Aged 25,

{Circular headed brass, with well displayed coat of arms in top, and
inseription in square, 11} inches by 10)4 inches; total height, 15 inches.j

Tere | lieth the Body of | ELIZABETH BENYON | Wife of |
5. Y. BENYON Esg® | of Ash | who died Octs the first | 1802 |
Aged 37.

|A circutar headed brass, with coat of armns on top; inscription in square,

11} inches by 9} inches; total height, 14% inches.]
Mear this place lie the remains of | SamueL Yate Benvon Esg,
| of Ash in this County ;| One of s Majesty's Counsel, | A Bencher
of the Honourable Socizty | of Lincolns Inn; | Fie Chanciller of the
Dulehy of Lancaster, | Attorney General and Recorder of Chester,
[ HE Diep 31st March, 182z | Flged s0.

[A fine brass, bordered with two thin lines; circular headed; crest and
coat of arms above; inscription in oblong, 16} inches by 13 inches; total
height, zo'4 inches; for obituary see Monthly Repository, 1822, p. 577. A marble
tablet to his memory was also placed in Ash Church al the iime when his

remains, with athers, were re-interved in a vaull in that churchyard, afler
Divine worship cecased in Presbyterian Meeting-house, in 18q4.]

EZ
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Toere | lieth the Body of | CONSTANCE BENYON | second Wife
of | S. Y. BENYON, Esg®® ] of Ash, | Who died Febr the twenty
fifth | 1836 | Aged 63. |

[A circular headed brass, with coat of arms o lop; inscription in oblong,
It inches by 9 inches ; towal beight, 14 inches ; for obitvary nolice, sce Christian
Reformer, 1836, p. 292.]

COLLYER.

BENEATH | lieth the Body of | LYDIA COLLYER | whe Departed
dhis Life | 1q7th August, 1734 | Aged 10
[A circular headed brass, with ornamenial border; inscription in square,

9 ioches by 8 inches; total heighl, 123 inches ; cireular heading, occupied by
a well-cograved skull, with leeth and large cross bones.)

EDWARDS.

Reav this place | Zic the Remains of | EDwarp Epwarbs, | who
departed this life 22nd June, 1785 | HFged 57. | Auso MARY, s
WIFE, | died 11th December, 1802 | Hged 76. |

[A plain brass, oblong, with slightly curved top: tolal height, 164 inches ;
width, 10}{ inches.]

JOHN EDWARDS | B{ed | The 250k Doy of Feby. 1825 | Hged |
34 YeaRrs. His Infant Son, William | DIED | Fanuary, 1823, |

[A plain brass, obleng, with slightly curved top ; much excellent flousish-
ing about letters; tolal height, 16)4 inches: width, 11 inches: for obituary,
see Monthly Repository, 1823, p, 181, " when the Sermon was preached on
occasion of his death, the chapel was crowded io excess, there being on that
evening an increase of numbers from about eighty to nearly six hundred
persons,”]

JOHN EDWARDS | Bied | 74 11tk Day of March, 1827 | Bged
[ 57 Yeawrs. | Margaret, kis Wife | DIED | The 1oth Day of April,
1832 | AGED | 72 Years. |

{A plain brass, obleng, with slighlly curved top; much good flourishing
about letters ; total height, 1644 inches: width, 11 inches. Fatber and mother
of John wt sup.]
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GENTLEMAN.

HOLT.

KEAY.

T
Teneath | Lieth the Body of | Ros GenTLEMAN | who died 1gth
June, 1757 | Aged 5s. | Also his Daughters | Sarah and Martha. |
[A circular lheaded brass, small skull with teeth, and cross bones, and

first word all in the circular pari; remzinder of inscription in the oblong,
12 inches by 10 inches: total height, 16% inches. In the baplismal register

is Lthis entry by Ebenezer Keay :—Ocfoder 3, 17435, Rodert, son of Kobert Gentleman,
a Scotchman, ot Whitchurch,)

Near THIS pLACE | Lie the Remains of | JOHN HOLT, | who died
tith jaory., 1781 | Aged 7o, | Also ANN, Relict of | JOHN HOLT
[ who died t5th Febry., 1782 | Aged 7z.

[The smallest of all these Lrasses; circular top, in which are the first three

words ; remainder of inscriplion in the oblong, 8 inches by 7 inches: toial
height, gif inches; gquite plain.]

JSeneath | Lie the Remains of | the Revd, EBENEZEER (k)
KEAY | Forty Years Minister of this Place | who died Decr. 17th,
1779 | Aged 64 |

[A circular keaded brass, with skull, open jaws and tecth, and cross bones,
and first word of inscription in circular parl; rest of the inscription in the
oblong, 12z inches by 9{ inches; total height, 16 inches.]

Beneath | Lie the Remains of | HANNAH | the Wife pf the Revd.
| EBENEZER KEAY | who died 4th July, 1766 | Aged 6g. |

[A brass similar lo lhe ubove, which was copied from this one, but evidenlly
nol by the same workman.]

JBeneath | Lie the remains of | THOMAS KEAY | who died 8th
May, 1780 | Aged 39| Also LYDIA, | Relict of THOS KEAY |
who died sth Septemr., 1785 | Aged 43. |

[A circular headed brass, with crest and coat of arms in &3 inscription
in the oblong, 12 inches by 9} inches; towal height, 15 inches. Ebenezer
Keay's son m. Lydia Yate, of Dcarford, their son was Thomas Yate Keay
wt infra]
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THOMAS YATE KEAY, Eso. | Died | JULY 157, 1826 ; | Fhged
57

[A slately brass, with slightly larger circular head than any of the others,
in it crest and coat of arms; inscription well displayed in the oblong, )4
inches by 10 inches; total height, 153 inches; double lined border all round.
Probably the *' Thomas Keay, Esq., Whitchurch,” in Belsham's lisl, who
entered Daveniry academy in 1786; grandson to Ebenezer Keay we sup)

Beneath | Lieth the Body of | THOMas YaTE, | of Dearnford, Gent.,
who died 19tk Aug., 1746, | Aged so. | Alse his Sons, Thomas (aged
1) | & Cellyer, & Susan, his Daughter, | Htetwise Anna, Ob, 268
Augt, 1754, #Ef 24. | And Elizabeth, his Wife, who died | Decr.
24th, 1756, Aged 63. |

[A most interesting brass, circular head, in which coat of arms ; inscriplion,
evidently engraved in sections as required, in the oblong, 123 inches by 103
inches ; total height, 163 inches; has border exactly simitar to the Lydia
Coliyer brass «¢ sup. Thomas Yate was brother to Grace Yate, who married
Samuel Benion, M.D., minister at Broad Qak, 1696-1706, and Shrewsbury,
1706-1708.  Dearnford, or Danford Hall, a fine old mansion, is about one mile
from Whitchurch, on road to Tilstock.)

Here Lyeth the Body of Samuel | Son of Thomas Yate, Gent. i
who was Interred April gth, 1729 | Aged zg. | Also the Body of
| AmigatL | his Daughter and Retict of | EpwD Eriis, Gent.,, who
died r3th June, 1746. | Aged 3g. |

[The OLDEST brass in the series, circular headed, in which large skull,
with prominent eye sockets and teeth, and cross bones ; the first portion of
inseription—that to Samuel—is in different letters to any olher of the brasses,
in the square, 10 inches by Lo inches; total height, 13} inches. Samuel and
Abigail were brother and sister to Grace, who married Samuel Benion.]

Beneath | Lieth the Body of | Benjay, YATE | of Dearaford, Esq"
| who Died Octr. 7th, 1736 | Aged 29. |

[A circular headed brass, in which a coat of arms exactly similar to that
oo brass of Thomas Yate #/ sup. ; no border; inscription in the oblong, 11}
inches by o inches; total height, 16 inches,
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JBeneath | Lie the Remaias of | ELIZABETH YATE | who de-
parted this Life | 27th January, 1767, | Aged 35. |
[A circular headed brass, in which small skull and cross bones, and upper

half ot first word; inscription in the square, ¢ inches by 814 inches; total
height, 13 inches.|

Beneath | Lieth the Body of | THOMAS YATE, ESQR. | whe
died 19 October, 1765 ) Aged g93. And of his Wife | LYDIA YATE
| who died 23d. Januy., 1757 | Aged 84. |

(A circular headed brass, with coal of arms in il ; inscriplion in oblong,
11} inches by 10 inches; total height, 16 inches. This s the brass of “‘the
old master of Dearnford,” who was born, probably jn 1672 ; the father of a
large family.]

Beneath | Lie the Remains of | JOHN YATE | Who died 4th
Febry., ry8o0 | aged 70. ) Also the Remains of—CONSTANCE |
Relict of John Yate | Who died 1st Decr., 1787 | Aged 85. |

[A circular headed brass, with crest and coat of arms in it, also fiest
ward of inscription ; rest in the oblong, 1z inches by 10 inches; total height,
16% inches. This was (he John Yate, extracts from whose diary were given
by the author in Seedsower, 18g4, pp. 108-9. He lived in the old house in
Dodington, still standing, a little lower down than the meeling-house, on the
other side of the road.]

Beneath lie the Remains of | CONSTANCE MARY YATE | who
died z1st May, 1762, Aged 18 And | ANNA YATE | who died
15th June, 1762, Aged 17. | MarcargT YaTe, Dieid 26th | Feb:
1;6g, Aged 52,

[A circular headed brass, in which coat of arms, excellently engraved;
nseription in the oblong, 13 inches by 1o inches; towal heighl, 17} Inches.
Constance Mary and Anca were daughters of John and Constance Yate,
wt sup. ; Margaret was probably a daughter of Thomas and Lydia Yale a¢ sup.)

An account of these brasses was given in the Trensact’ as of the Monu-
mental Brass Soclety, No. 6, new series, January, 1897 ; also in the Church
Chronicle, No. 35, February, 18g6, a copy of which is in the large Record
Book belonging to the Church of the Savipur. Mounted rubbings of them,
taken by the author, were lent to the Exhibition of Shropshire Antiquities,
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held in Shrewsbury, May, 1898 (see catalogue, p. 75, No. 309). The Rev.
Edmund Butcher, in his Excursion from Sidmouth te Chester, 1803, i., pp.
183-6, says, of Whitchurch, that the meeting-house “is remarkable for
having over many of the pews brass plates, containing the names of persons
and families who are buried there.” This sentence, together with the testi-
mony of an old worshipper in the place, led to the author finding the
brasses behind the present woodwork on the walls of the old building,
now, and for many years past, used as a school-house.

Augustus J. €. Hare,* in his charming work on * Shropshire,” 1898,
p. 205, says :—

Deddinglon is pari of the parish of Whitchurch. Here, in the Church of
the Saviour, are no less than 23 brasses, removed from the Presbyterian
Chapel, in which Divine weorship ceased in 1849. They represent 41 lives
of the old Salopian familics of Benyon, Collyer, Edwards, Gentleman, Holt,
Clay, and Yate, and cover a period of 164 years, from 1672 to 1836, The
Benyon brasses are 1729 and 17465 that of Ebenezer Keay and his wife,
1779, 776 those of 1755, 1825 and 1832 bear the name of Edwards; that
of Robert Gentleman is of 17357; of Lydia Collyer, 1744 ; of John Hoit, 1781
All the brasses are small, but most of them bear coats of arms.

Five articles dealing with the history of this once numerous and in-
fluential society were contributed to the Seedsower, 1894, var. pp.

The registers, stored in Somerset House, are of much interest. The
first two are thin quarto books in paper covers, not ruled for entries, the
writing faded and indistinct.

Mimrszrr's Naae. First [INTERY. LasT Extiy,

David Benion
Ebenezer Keay
Thomas Jenkins

David William Jones

Joseph Marriott
John Philp

Richard Shawcross

18 July, 1708
21 Sept., 1743
4 Jan., 1783

25 Dec., 1815
7 April, 18az
t3 Qct., 1823
to March, 1827

10 Dec., 1724
3o March, 1777
16 April, 1814
5 July, 1818

11 Sept., 1823
22 July, 1826
to March, 1836

In vol. ui. Shawcross has placed a note to the effect that prior to his
ministry, z.e. from 1708-1827, fhe w#egisicr books were In the custody of one of

*Author of * Memorials of a Quiet Life,"” ¥ Walks in Rome,” &e¢.
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the trustees, and are fragmentary. This is very evident, as between 1724
and 1743 there are no entries; this is the period nearly covered by Coit-
hurst’s ministry.

In two of the earliest entries glimpses are afforded of the Rev. Ralph
Lathrop, of Wem :—

Augist 26, 1709, Elisabeth, daughter of My. Raiph Lathrop, af his own
Fowse in Wem, baptized by Dawvid Benyon.

January 5, 1711, Richard, ye sont of Rev. Ralph Lathrop, at his own house
e Wem, DB,

Here an allusion to the riots of 1715 :—

1715, Scptember 3. Joln, the som of john Lee, of Whixall, at Broad Oak.
The chappel at Whitchurch being demolished by ye mobb on july I5th, 166k, 18k,
and rgth, before.

Philip Henry was buried in the old church (fell down, 1711) of 5t
Alkm and, Whitchurch, where the entry in the register rung :—

Burialls, 1696, June, Mr. Phillip Henzy, of Broad Oak, in the pish of
Maipas—Ilate minister of Worthenbury, in ye County of Flint—z2yth.

Pell was also buried here, the entry in register is:—

May 23, 1707, Mr. Rob. Pell, of Whixall,

REGISTERS.
1. Baptisms 1708-1724
I1. Baptisms 1743-1823
I1l.  Births and Burials 1823-1836
ToPOGRAPHY.-

MSS.—The account of the congregation written by Thomas Jenkins,
its minister, 1483-1815, in vol. iii. of above-noted registers; copy Aeses
editor, 1899,
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Excursion from Sidmouth to Chester, Rev. Edmund Bulcher, 18os, p. 182,
WOLVERHAMPTON.—Srow Hiuw.

M.R., 1819, p. 390.

M.R., 1824, p. 573 Qpened, (8 November, 1831.

ML.R., 1823, p. 181, Sold, December, 18g8.

First Meeting-house in John 5Street, conveyed 20 October, 1701

M.R., 1827, p. 629.
Unitarians seceded 1814, building is now consecrated as St. Michael's.

C.R., 1820, p. 142.
Life of Philip Henry, M. 4., by Matthew Henry, V.D.M., edited by MINISTERS.

J. B. Wiiliams, F.5.A., 1825,
JOHN STREET.

Charity Conmissioners’ Report, 1831 John Stubbs _1701-1740
Charity Commissioners’ Ovder, 1866, Philip Holland 1745-1754
. iy obin Cole ... i 1781
Diaries and Letters of Philip Henry, M. 4., edited by Rev., Matthew Heory JSamue] Griffiths 1232-1;04
#82-
Lee, M.A., 1882 Nicholas Shattock ... 1804-1811
Whitchurch of Lomg Ago, Geo. Eyre Evans, 1893, John Small ... B 1811-1812
rard 1814-
Seedsower, 1894, pp- 87, 107, 118, 137, 152: John Stewar . 14
SNOW HILL.

Vestiges, pp. 255-257-
Me. Joseph Pearsen, trustee, a.m. ; neighbouring ministers, p.m.

Supplies e 1817-1830
Stephenson Hunter ... 1830-1860
Thomas Hugh Marshall Scott M AL 1861-1864
Charles Frederick Biss 1865-1870
Edward Myers, F.G.S. 1870-1873
William Agar 1874-1877
William Birks 1878-188z2,

Closeed ... - 1885-1885
George Henry Smith " 1886-18g2
Leopold George Harris Crook 189z-1895

The accouni of this society must of necessity include some reference
to the proceedings popularly known as the Wolverhampton Chapel Case,
and the author cannot do better than guote the brief summary given in
the volume of Parliamentary Debates on the Dissenters’ Chapel Bill, London,

Fz
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1844, p- 288 On the retirement of John Cole from the ministry of the

meetiog-house in John Street, in 1481—
there was no majority in favour of Trinitarian doctrines, but on the contrary,
in 1782, o division in opinion arose among the then Trustees {ten in number)
and the subscribers as 10 who should succeed 1o the office of Minister, then
vacanl. A Mr Jameson was then inviied by a minority (four out of ten)
of the Trustees, and the majority of the then acting Trustees and Sub.
scribers obtained possession of the meeting-house and premises, who excluded
Jameson therefrom, by remsen of his not having been duly invited or
elected. The majorily procesiled 1o elect another minister [Samuel Griffiths],

who officiated frown bis appointment in 1782 to his death in 1804, In 1383, -

a Trustee, by name Mander, declined and ceased to act as Trustee and
to subscribe te the meeling-house, and to frequent the same. If there
were any other <dissatisfied members it must be presumed that they also
retired.  The congregation went on peaceably without any further quarrel
till 18r3.  In 1994, lhey built schools. In 1780, gifts or accretions were
mide by persons admittedly Unitarians. In 1814, a minister, ramed Steward,
wak eclected by the congregation, he then professing to be a Unilasian,
In 1816, this preacher changed his views, and became Trinitarian. The
congregiation and Trustees then tried to displace him, He refused 1o leave
his situation, and they brought an ejectment lo remove him from the chapel
and the Minisler'’s house. He then looked up the Trustee appoinled in
1776,7and who had lefi the congregation ever since 1783. These two then
pul the Attorney General in molion against the congregation, and the
ultimate resull appears in the Judgment on the appeal in iy, from shich
it will be scen that the congregation were turned out because they held
doctrines which could not be legally preached at the time when Lhe trust
deeds were executed. Lord Eldon's decision in this case was the Frst
intimation of the difficulties as to the tile of cirapels,  The ¢ase was Jeft
to slumber, and not brought to a Bearing till 6 March, 1835, when the
decree was made, which was conlirmed by Lord Cottenham in November,

1842, -
v

This decision, and that in the case of the Lady Hewley trust, wie
the immediate causes of the passing of the Dissenters' Chapels Bill, 7 and
8 Vict. Ch. 435, 184.

From 1817 until the opening of the building on Snow Hill, the society
assembled regularly for religious worship in a large schoolroom, rented
at a considerable expense. Morning service was usually conducted by
Joseph Pearson, Esquire (2. 10 July, 1838, =t. 72), the trustee, who, through
all the society’'s difficulties and trials, proved himself its active intrepid
friend. The evening service was liberally supptied by ministers in the
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neighbourkocd.  The precarious state of Mr. Pearson's health, and other
circumstances, rendered it at length advisable that a stated minister should
be invited to scttle among the people. Accordingly, in compliance with an
upanimous invitation, Stephenson Hunter, then living without charge at
Crumlin, near Belfast, entered on the pastoral charge in February, 1830,
with the result thal on the May Day following an appeal, signed by Joseph
Pearson and ten other members of the society, and endorsed by eleven
neighbouring ministers, was issued, stating that the worshippers them-
selves had raised 4200 towards the erection of a2 permanent meeting-place,
and inviting further subscriptions for their ebject. On Tuesday, 18 Novem-
ber, 1831, the building on Snow Hill was opened for public worship, the
morning sermon being preachced by John Kentish, and the evening one by

Samuel Bache.

The iron schoolroom at the rear ¢f the chapel.was opened on Monday,
12 November, 1894, having been erected with (unds energetically collected
by the late minmster, Mr. Harris Crook, and his wife.

The trustees, having had under their consideration for some time a
proposal to remove from the building. in Snow Hill, and build a new church
in another part of the town, sold the place in December, 1898, reserving
the iron schoolroom, the corgan, and the fittings of the church. They have
in view several possible sites for a new church, and hope to erect a more
modern and convenient structure in a part of the town, which would offer
better facilities for worship to the members of the congregation, and where
the church would have more scope for activity than in its cld location,
where there are nine or ten other places of worship within five minutes’

wall.

Philip Holland was the eldost son of Thomas Holland, minister of the
Presbyterian society of Wem, in Shropshire, from 1716 till his death, 26
September, 1733 It is said of him that he sometimes playfully boasted
that out of his limited means he had educated ten children, three of them
at Dr. Doddridge's academy, in a manner that gqualified them to fill respect-
able situations in a respectable manner; that be always had a place at
his table for any friend that called on him; that a beggar never left his
door without some sort Of relief ; and that he never had a dun at his gate,
for he paid ready money for every article he purchased, except his milk
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score, which was discharged every Saturday night.* One of the silver
communion cups still used by the Independent society at Wem was given
by him:— The gift of the Rev. Mr. FHolland fo the Dissenting Chapel in Wem,
r752.” It corresponds to one given two years previously by Mrs. Bassnett.

In toeology Philip Holland—

was of the Arian school, being much influenced by John Seddon, of War-
rington, who introduced bim to the philosophy of Hutcheson. He assisted
Seddon in the establishment {1757) of Lhe Warringion Academy for the
education of Nonconformist divines; and wrote the third service in a
collection of ferms of prayer (1763) edited by Sedden, and generally knawn
as the * Liverpoel Liturgy." He took an active part in the movement for
the repea! {1779) of the doctrinal subscription required by the Toleration
Act ; alter this date his views became somewhat more heterodox. In politics
he was an energetic advocate of the independence of the American Colonies.¥

John Cole preached a Dudley Lecture in 1779, and was one of the
divines present with Dr. Priestley and others at the meeting on 29 May,
1787, when the regulations concerning this Double Lecture were revised;
he also preached ome of the two Oldbury Lectures in 1783. He was one
of the three ministers-—Samuel Clark, of Birmingham, and Thomas Robins,
of West Bromwich, being the other two-—who met once a month at each
other's house for Instructive conversalion on literary and religious subjects,
these gatherings being the forerunners of the Adpnthly Meetings established
on a permanent basis in 1782, and at which he preached the sermon in
the last year of his life, on 3 May, 1791, at Kidderminster, his text being

. Peter i, 4. .

Sarnuel Grifliths took an active part in the Lectures and Afenthly Mecting,
His name first appears in connection with the BDudley [Lecture, at the
meeting for the revision of its rules in 1487, and he preached one of the
Lectures in 1488 and 1796, He was one of the preachers of the Qldbury
Lecture in 1984—Dr. Priestley being the second on that occasion—and in
170 and 1797. At the Moewthly Mecting he preached 14 times, the first
on & August, 1782, the tast on 7 August, 17092, and he asked sonte guestions
and prayed a general and eordinalion prayer, on 11 October, 1796, at Coseley,
at the ordination of Samuel Parker.

* Congregationalism in Shropshire, Ernest Elliot, p. 63.
1 Dic. Nar. Biog., article by A.G,
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Shattock preached a Dudley Lecture in 1804, and the following year
he was first preacher at Oldbury. At the Mentily Meeting he preached on
4 May, 1808, at Cradley, text, St. Matthew vi., 1, and on 1 November,
180g, at the New Chapel, Moor Streel, Birmingham, text, 5t. Matthew v., 16,

Stewurd preached an Oldbury Lecture in 1814 ; he also preached at
the Aowntily Meeting held at Lye, on 25 April, 1815, his text was St. John
1., 46.

In the early days of the Monthly Meeting, Wolverhampton was visited
yearly from 1782, when, on 3 December, Wood, of Dudley, preached there
from Ps. xcvii,, 1. The minutes make mention of Mr. Pearson so early
as 2 December, 1783, when we¢ dived of Mr. Pearson’s ; on 13 October, 1812,
after service in the chagel i St Johi's Street—Scott, of Cradley, having
preached from Proverbs xix., 2—Mr. Fearson entertained the mimisters ; and
on 23 October, 1817, after service a? /e wew schoolroom near the new churek,
preacher, Rew, My, Lyons, of Chester, Ar. Pearson enterfaimed.  From this date
onwards the minutes tell us of dinners at the Peacock Tun, ov the new hotel

Hunter preached a Dudley Lecture in 1831, 1843, 1846, and 1848 ; at
the Oldbury Lecture he preached in 18350; and at the Monthly Mesting he
preached frequently, his first occasion being on 4 May, 1830, at Stourbridge,
text, Psalm xcvil, 1.

T. H. M. Scott preached the Dudley in 1861, the second that day
being Rev. George Heaviside, B.A., then, as now, minister of the Great
Meeting, Coventry.

Biss preached the Dudley in 1864—the last year but one of its con-
tinuance—his companion being Benjamin Wright, of Birmingham.

Harris Crook’s mother was Margaret, daughter of the well-known
minister, George Harris (4. 1859). He was educated at one of the leading
agricultural colleges, and for a few years followed the calling of a gentle-
man farmer. He completed his studies at Owens College, and was for
some time associated with Monton Church, where he officiated as organist.
After a short pastorate at Ilkeston, where he did good work in the face
of many difficulties, he settled at Wolverhampton, and at once pressed
forward the project of the erection of the new schoolroom, which was
achieved mainly by his own and Mrs. Crook’s untiring efforts. His early
death was a deep sorrow to his numerous friends, whose memory of him
is indeed precious.



256

Torocrarny,
M.S.C., p- 163
M.R.. 1817, pp. 494, &c.
M.R., 1818, p. 708.
M.R., 1827, p. O12.
M.R., 1830, p. 792.
M.R., 1837, p. 861.
Farliamentary Debates ou the Dissenters’ Chapels Bill, 1844, var. pp.

The History of the Lifigation and Legislation respecting Preshyterian Chapels
and Charities in England and Wales, betrveeir 1816 and rdg9, by T. S. James,
1867, var. pp.

U.H., 2 December, 1885. AT
APPENDIX
Seedsorwer, 1895, p. 48

Vestiges, p. 250.

Midland Weekly News, 17 December, 1898.
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF
PROTESTANT DISSENTING MINISTERS OF WARWICKSHIRE
AND THE NEIGHBOURING COUNTIES, r782-1809.

““The Monthly Meeting of Protestant Dissenting Ministers of Warwick-
shire and the neighbouring Counties ” was formed in the year 1782, The
records of the earlier years of its existence are very scanty of information.
It is considered probable that the meetings grew out of private meetings
of three ministers, viz., Samuel Clark, a minister (1756-1769) of the Old
Meeting, Birmingham ; Thomas Robins, minister {1761-17768) of West Brom-
wich; and John Cole, minister (1759~1781) of Wolverhampton, who met
once a month at each other’s house for instructive conversation on literary
and religious subjects, but without any public service, and they continued
to meet till Mr. Clark’s death in 1769. Mr. Robins afterwards removed
to Daventry, and in 1775 succeeded Dr. Ashworth as principal of the
dissenting academy ol that place.

The first of the Monthly Meetings was held at West Bromwich on
7 May, 1982, “af Rev. Mr. |Samiel} Brabrook's house” when several mini-
sters assembled, and agreed to enter into the following resolutions :—

O Phat wwe il wmeet dogether monthly for the purpose of mutun iustruction and
edification, . . . for pulic prayer aud preacking in the mowing af cack other's
places respectively.  That in the afterioon e twill move privately discuss some question
of Fmporiance which 1wes fooposed the preceding wmeeting.  That, i o book to de kept by
. Proclery sninnutes of cack day's procedings shail be entered

Thanks to the care of the stuccessive secretaries—William Procter, Alex.
Paterson, William Bowen, Samuel Bache, John Gordon, David Maginuis,
Chartes Clarke, Samuel Fleicher Williams, Henry McKean, Arthur Ellis
O’Connor, and Evan David Priestley Evans—minutes have been regularly
kept, and the valuable series of minute books i5 in the custody of the
secretary for the time being.

It is needless to say that the Monthly Mecting—an Arian fralernity,
discussing topics from the first—must never be mixed up with the much
older Dudley and Oldbury Double Lectures.
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The centenary of the Aonthly Meeting, as reconstructed in 1782, was
celebrated on 13 December, 1882, at Birmingham, when an historical sketch
was read at the morning mecting in the lecture room of the Church of
the Messial, by David Maginnis, F.R.#454S., followed by a public dinper,
under the presidency of Dr. Russell, J.F., and by Divine service in the
evening, in the Church of the Messiah, conducted by John Robberds, B.A.,
with a sermon from 5t, Matthew xiil., 33, by Joseph Estlin Carpenter, M. A,
of Manchester New College, London.

The sketch, speeches, and scrmon were afterwards printed and cir-
culated.

The following suggestions, respecting the meetings, revised and com-
pleted by the sub-cominittes, which met on Monday, May 28th, for that
purpose, were finally adopted at the meeting at West Bromwich, on Wed-
nesday, June 6th, 1894 :—

1.—That in addition to the conduct of the formal business—

(a) Papers may be read on any subject connected with religious
life and (hought ;

(#) Services may be held at which a sermon may be delivered ;

{c} Topics of public interest, or of immediate urgency may be
considered ; and any resolutions not of a party or sectarian
character may be adopted.

2, —That the meetings shall commence with prayer.

2.—That at least once a year the ministers shall be invited to bring
their wives, so that they shall share in the social and intellectual
proceedings of the meeting.

4.—That one of the meetings of the year be set apart for devotional
purposes only, and that where it may be desired by those giving
the invitation, the Communion Service may also be held in con-
nection with Lhe meeting.

5.—That, wherever practicabie, an evening meeting of a public character
shall be held,

Short articles respecting the Aonthly Mecting will be found in the Seed-
soieer, 1805, pp. 37, 57, and in Festiges, pp. 359-302.
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EXTRACTS FROM Dr. JOHN EVANSS LISTS,
AD. 1714-1729,
respecting Societies now on the Roll of the Midland Christian Union.

AULCESTER, vulgd Auster. M. Joseph Porter, dead 172r. Rogerson
I723.
ATHERSTONE, 10, 7. Christopher Smalley rem. John Reynolds.

BANBURY, B. Stephen Davies. 600, 70. G.35, the rest T, and F.
BEWDLEY, B. Edward Oasland. Job Barret. 3oo.

BIRMINGBAM, vulgé Bromicham. M, William Turton <dead 1710,
Daniel Greenwood, see West Bromwich., Edward Broadburst.

DITTO Thomas Pickard.

COSELEY, fortnightly. 6 5. Paul Russell, an itinerant. George
Doughty. 400. 25

PENSNET or CRADLEY. 6. 5. Josiah Bassett. 4o0. 25
DUDLEY, M. 8 6. Joseph Stokes.

EVESHAM, B. 6. 5 Daniel Higgs dead October, 1728. Blackmore
1728, zo00.

Kennelworth., 8. 6. Samuel Turton died 1728, John Bassett.

Kingswood, in the Parish of King's Norton. 4. By several, especially
by Wotton.

QLDBURY. 6. 3. Turton. Edward Broadhurst. Coll. [Birmingham.]

SALOP, or SHREWSBURY. John Reynolds, rem. 17:8. Joho Gyles,
M.D. [Coll]- Charles Berry, 1718.  440. 47. 49 G, 4. T
and F., 62.

STURBRIDGE, M. George Flower.

TAMWORTH, B. 1o. % jonazh Malchin. 8o, 18.
WALSALL. 6. 8 John Godly. 4o00. 29.
WARWICK, B. Jjos. Carpenter.

Wolverhampton. 6. 5. John Stubs. 400, 390
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BIRMINGHAW.—PARADISE MEETING.

The (ew parliculars of this society, in the pussession of the author,
were extracted by him, o 1899, from the Revister of Baptisms, at Parodise
Mecttng, Birminghan ; a thin vellum bound volume, 7%in. by t2in. tall. On
a paper inserted at the beginning of the Register is written :—ANegister of
Baptisms—jfrom 1701 to 1813—Delmging to @ Congregalion of Prol. Disseniers,
nol originally Baplists, asicmiiing v Paradise  Strect, Birndnghaw, under the
care of Rew. Robert Little—ivlich twas afterwcards dissolved.  The Rev. Kobert
Little aftertoards omigraled fo the Unitid Stales of America.  These papets were
depossied (after e Dithle's deparivee fo America) in the hands of the {ote Ko
Rolewt Kell, after wwiose decease, fm 1842, they came nfo the possession of H Hev
Flugh Hurton, s successor tn the ministry of the Ofd Vecling, Brrisd

nEiau,

The eniries are headed with the statement that :—This Register con-
teins the names of all the children belonging to the Congregation of Prafestanit
Lidienters qworshiping [sic] in Paradic Aeting, Birmingiam, whe haw ben
baptised fn that communion stuce the care of W Charelt devolved on Robert Litile,
Stne 24, 1791,

The first entry is that of Eifrabath, daughter of William Tranter, and
Saralk, s wife, b 21 July, 1791, aud baptized 20 November, 1791, by J. Boddily.

Entry Nos. 71 and & are of the baptisms by their father of Efizaleth
L, daugiter of Relert and Aun Little, of Swmner Hill, Birmingham, b,

§ Jfune, 1795, and of Roberl Plercy, thetv son, 5.6 June, 1706,
Here, for a peried, Little’s entries cease,
On 12 August, 1708, five children were baplized by Sir Lgerton Leigh.

On 17 November and 10 December, 1709, three baptisms are registered
as performed by Obadiah Bennit [sce pp. 28, 29 ante].

From 30 November, 1801, to 22 September, 1805, W Willinms
signs 37 entries; and on z1 September, 1506, Robert Little's name again
appears and goes on until 12 July, 1807, the date of the last ¢ntry of
baptism in the book.

Three notes have subseguently been inserted :—

Faradise Street Chagel having griven wp the practice of fufant Baptism, from
Cenguction of ifs being nnscripiural, this Register is continued of the Birtis only
of the Children of such as are ov may be in fellowslip with the Church in future.
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On Decomber 10, 1809, The Clurch removed ifs inectings (o a New Burlding
evected by them for the Purpose, in Little Cannon Street, Birmingham—and—this
part of the Register i3 kepl open for the Neawmis and Births of Children of the
Menbers,

N.B. The Socicly continued its wreetings in Little Cannon Strect, until the
year 1814, when il eas finally diiolvedy but in the frderimn so atfention seems to
have been paid to the Praclice of Rigistering the Children here ; and some are
ko lo have been Registired fu Dr. 1Wiliamss Library, Red Cross  Streets
London.

Little became minister of the Beaumont Street society, Gainsborough,
where the ome entry in its register, of a baptism at his hands, is dated
on 5 December, 1817. Here he remained for a short time, preaching on
20 December, 18:8, a sermon on ¢ Death and a Future Life,” which, says
the Monthly Repository*—

we fear we must acceptl this as a farwwsll sermon, the author being on the
point of removing to America. Whetler he exercises his profession or nol
in the Unitcd States, he will, we are prrssaded, continue in the service of

truth, and our hest wishes attend him.
Just before sailing he preached the second of the two Dudley Double

Lectures, on Whit Tuesday, 1 June, 1819, from the Psalmist’'s words :(—

For Thou lsst ninde Him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned

Him with glary @nd honour, Ps. ¥iiiy, 5.

He established himself at Washington, where, says his biographer—

he succesded in raisimg sn Unitarian congregation in that eity, which was
honourgd with (he countenance of Mr. Adams, ihe Presitent of the United
Stales, and other members of the Government, and the Legicalirs,

He died in August, 1827, at Harrisburg, where he had gone from
Washington—
on a journey of recreation and health with bis fzmily ;

and where he preached on the last Sunday, not more than 48 hours before
his death.

*181g9, p. 509
tM.R., 1827, p. 9z7.
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Both of the two obituaries of him® say that he began his ministerial
carcer as a Calvinist, and was for some time the pastor of a congregation
in Mr. Haldane's connexion, in Dundee; that he afterwards officiated to
a Sandemanian congregation ; and at Birmingham, where he became an
Unitarian, which (says the C.R.)—

led to his removal ;
an¢l that he preached as a supply to various Unitarian congregations, and
after some {ime became minister of the coungregation at Gainsborough.
He was @ man no less respected for his virtues in private life than esteemed
for his talents and his usefulness as a Christian preacher.

WILLIAM TURTON'S MARRIAGE.

The author is indebted to Mr. Arthur A. Rollason’s untiring researches
in local registers for these results, which have fortunately come to light
in time to be included here :—

WEST BROMWICH PARISH REGISTERS.
MARRIAGE.
1z Fuly, 1659, Mr. William Tirfon, minister, of Rowdey, and Mrs. Mavgery
Grove were married, and declaved husband and wife by Mr. Richard
Hiltgn, ony minisler.

ROWLEY REGIS PARISH REGISTERS.
1650, MARRIAGE,

Fuly 12, My, William Turton, mnnister, and ffargery Grove, daughter of Mrs.
Russell, of this parish, marvied al West Bromavich, by Richard Hiliton,
minister there.

1660, Fuwe 3, Fosal s. Mr. William and Margery Turton bapticed.

1663, Marck 8, Natht s. My, William and Margery Turton, minister, baptized.

The Grove family of Rowley and Halesowen was a family of import-
ance. | have a note of the marriage of George Grove with Margery White,
at Halesowen, and he is described as fer guardian, If it was his widow
whe Mr. Turton married 1 cannot understand her being described as a
daughter of Mrs. Russell. * Mrs.” or ¢ Mistress " were used in the old

*M.R., 182y, p. g27, and C.R., 827, p. 468.
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days though to distinguish even an wnmarried gentlewoman, therefore #rs.
Margery Grove may mean that she was of gentle descent, and not a
widow, The Russells of Rowley and Dudley were an important family.
My view is i(hat they took their name from the old family of de Rushale
of (now) Rushall, near Walsall,
A AR

I

WILLIAM DENNY WOOD'S MARRIAGE.

SEDGLEY PARISH REGISTERS.
1775, April, 25.
Wiltiam D. Woeod. of Dudley, Bachelor, to Mary Whitehouse, Spinsicr, by

feence.

Bz
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