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PREFACE

Turs record of the history of Manchester College has been
prepared at the instance of the College Committee, and is
published on their responsibility and at theis sole cost. It is
based upon ample material provided by the long series
of annual reports and the seventeen large folio volumes
of the minutes of the Committee, and further volumes of
collected College documents, together with two volumes of
the minutes of the Warrington Academy. Much information
of historical value has been gathered from the published
addresses of Principals and other members of the Teaching
Seaff, and the Visitors. The record is also greatly indebted
to Dr. Drummond’s Life and Letters of Jamer Martinean,
and other memoirs of College teachers and distinguished
students, to which reference will be found in the notes,

It has been a great privilege to an old student of the
College, whaose father also was a student both at Yerk and
Manchester, to be allowed to undertake this work, in which
he received encouragement and invaluable help from two
other clder friends and old students, Dr. Edwin Odgers and
Alexander Gordon. To their memory, as to that of his own
revered and beloved teachers in the College, Martineau,
Drummond, Upton, Carpenter, he would have desired, had
it been worthy, humbly and gratefully to dedicate his work.

¥.D.D.
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PART 1

EARLIER ACADEMIES



CHAFTER 1

THE FORE-RUNMERS

Owen the entrance to the buildings of Manchester College
at Oxford the inseription stands: “To Truth, to Liberey, to
Religion." The buildings were opened in October, 1893,
four years after the College had been brought from London
to Oxford, to the temporary shelter of No. go High Street.
Other migrations had marked its history, for it was then
more than a hundred years old, and it had been moved from
place to place as circumstance required, intent always on
securing the fullest opportunity for the service to which it
was devoted. The words of dedication, now inscribed in
stone at Oxford, were used at the foundation of the College
in Manchester in 1786, by Dr. Thomas Bames, the first
Divinity tutes, in his opening address; and for more than
another hundred years, from the earliest days of the ejected
MNonconformists of 1662, the ideal of service in the cause
of religion and learning, for which the Barnes inscription
stands as watchword, had been maintained.

Manchester College, or the Manchester Academy, as it
was first called, was indeed a new foundation, but it stands
in the line of a brave succession. Rightly to appreciate its
history, and the pact it has played in the life of the nation,
we must remember also the fore-ruaners, who frst kindled
and handed on the torch of religious freedom and loyalty
to truth, in face of the persecuting Acts of the Restoration
period.

1670 is the year from which we may definitely date the
beginning of the undertaking, 45 an act of determined faith,
out of which in due course Manchester College had its
bigth. It was the year of the second Coaventicle Act, which
asimed at completing the work of the ill-omened Act of
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Uniformity of 1662, and the calculated cruelty of the subse-
quent Conventicle and Five-Mile Acts; but it was the year
also of another event of very different character and far
happier promise for the future of religion and the welfare
of the people. This was noted by Alexander Gordon, in
his masterly historical address at the Centenary meeting of
Manchester College in February, 1886. It was a striking

coincidence that at the very time when Pacliament was
moving for a stricter enforcement of the laws and for &
new law of greater severity against Dissenters, Richard
Frankland, one of the cjected clergy, opened an Academy
at Rathmel, in the Craven district of Yorkshire, and thus
established the first of a line of Nonconformist schools of
“University leaming,” in which Manchester College stands
sixth in the succession. The significance of this quiet but
very effectual protest against the persecuting laws was
marked by Gordon in a pointed sentence: “The powers
that were in Church and State said, Nonconformity shall
die." Richard Frankland tock a step which meant, ‘Non-
conformity shall live," ™

The leaders of the dominant party, triumphant and
embittered by memories of what they had suffered at
the hands of Presbyterians and Independents under the
Commonwealth, were determined to crush out their
oppooents and all sectaries, enforcing episcopal mle in
the Church, and a universal adoption of the Prayer Book
liturgy. To that end, it was not only the clergy as preachers
who were attacked, but all university and school teachers,
on whom the same demand of conformity, under heavy
penalties, was made. The caleculation was that if the supply
of heresy could be cut off at the source, the pernicious
growth would very soon be destroyed. But the policy so
framed had not reckoned with the force of conscience and
readiness for sacrifice in the men who were to be coerced.
More than the traditional Two Thousand of the clergy, it
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is now estimated, were deprived by the Act which came
into force on that “one rigorous day"™ of St. Bartholomew,
1662, of whom Wordsworth wrote in his sonnet on *Clerical
Integrity,”

“As men the dictate of whose inward sense

Ourweighs the world."

Ne compromise of sclf-interest could tempt them, Driven
from cherch and school and college, homeless many of
them and in dire poverty, they refused to be silenced, and
they could not be destroyed. The claim of religion with
them was paramount. No authority of the world could
stand between them and the sacred obligation to maintain
a faithful ministry. In spite of harrying and imprisonment
they continued to preach as they could, and minister 1o
the people who looked to them for the bread of life. It isa
striking testimony to the spirit of undsunted courage and
consecration which animated them, that so many of the
sons of cjected ministers were ready to devote themselves
to a service in which their fathers had suffered, and were
suffering, such grievous things.

The protest was decisive, not only in the matter of an
unshackled ministry, but no less for the liberty of teaching,
Shut cut from Grammar School and University by the
enforcement of a yoke to which they could not submit, they
determined nevertheless that their children should be fitly
taught, and that for the maintenance of an adequate suc-
cession in the ministey their young men should not be
deprived of the learning rightly regarded as cssential to a
thorough equipment for their calling. Out of that necessity
arose the Noneconformist Academy. Many of the cjected
ministers, in those first years of suffering, in defiance of the
law, undertook the task of teaching. In the houses of
friends who pave them shelter, or, if they were men of

means, in their own houses, as in Frankland's case, they
]
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received pupils and began to establish schools. Some of the
earliest Academies may not have been more than Grammar
Schools in the standard of the education given, but others,
from which young men went out into the professions of
law and medicine, and to the ministry of religion, were
distinctly of a higher grade, not unworthy to rank, in the
quality of their teaching, with the national Universities.
Such, undoubtedly, was the character of Frankland's
Academy at Rathmel, and of its successors down the line
to Manchester College. It was, as Gordon said in his cen-
tenary address, not merely academy after academy, but
“academy out of scademy.” Each in turn produced the
man who was to carry on the work afver his teacher had laid
it down—not indeed in the same place, but to the same
end and in the light of the same ideal. Of the first four links
in the chain that is literally true, from Frankland of Rathmel
to Chorton of the first Manchester Academy and his
assistant and suecessor Coningham, to Dixon of White-
haven and Bolton, and Rotheram of Kendal. Each of these
carried on his academy, single-handed or with assistants,
on his own individual responsibility, taking up his former
teacher’s work. Then, in the middle of the eighteenth
century, came an enlargement of scope, with the grouping
together of 2 number of teachess in a more public institution,
the Warrington Academy, with an old pupil of Dixon at its
head; and finally, following immediately on Warrington,
with two men, who had been trained there, as its Arst tutors,
the Manchester Academy of 1786, now Manchester College,
Omford.

Many other Nonconformist Academies were established
throughout the country, some of them closely akin to these,
others of a different type. They fall broadly into two classes,

A of these Noncoaforemist Academies (1662-1820) hay mecatly
been publi im his volume, Englird Edwaiion ssdor the Tear Acty, by Dy,
H. McLachlan (Manchester Univenity Press, 1932). It is fioll of valuable
information, to which some reference will be found in subsoquent potes,
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of which those in our line of succession belong to what
came to be known as the Presbyterian body, as distinguished
fram the Congregational. The differcnce was not in the
matter of Church polity, as the two names would seem to
imply, for the English Presbyterians since the Restoration
had not retained anything spproaching to their distinc-
tive organization under the Commonwealth, As “United
Brethren™ after the passing of the Toleration Act of 1689,
Presbyterian and Congregational had made common cause,
and though the union was not of long duration, and the
Congregationals subsequently established 2 separate Fund
of their own for denominational support, both bodies
remained practically lndependent in their Church order.
The separation came through change of attitude towards
matters of belief. As the eighteenth century advanced,
those ministers and congregations who held to the ideal
of tolerance and liberty in Church fellowship, deriving
support from the older Fund, carried on the use of the
Presbyterian name, while the Congregationals, under their
own banner, insisted on a stricter doctrinal uniformity.
‘Thus it came abour that in the later eighteenth century
usage the name “Presbyterian™ simply denoted the men and
the Churches of the broader outlook, through their faith
in freedom open to the influence of new conceptions of
truth, in the spirit of a genuine catholicity. It is significant
of that change of meaning in the name that of the two
great Nonconformists of the early heroic days, Milton and
Richard Baxter, from whom the later English Presbyterians
derived a large measure of their inspiration, neither was a
Preshyterian in the proper meaning of the term. They were
elder contemporaries of Richard Frankland, who reccived
Preshyterian ordination, but Milton was unmistakably an
Independent, and Baxter, ordained by the Bishop of
Worcester, had his own special theory of right order
in the Church, Yet in those two men the later *Pres-
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byterians” recognized the noblest embodiment of their
own ideal.

Of the principle of freedom as bearing on the progress
of religious truth, Milton wrote prophetically in his Areo-
pagitica, while Frankland, a boy of fourteen, was still at
school :—

*Though all the winds of doctrine were let loose to play upon
the carth, so Truth be in the field, we do injuriously by licensing
and prohibiting to misdoubt ber strength. Let her and Falschood
grapple; who ever knew Truth put to the worse in a free and
encounter? Her confuting is the best and surest suppressing.
“Give me the liberty to know, to utter and to argue freely,
according to consclence, above all liberties.”

And Baxter, seven years younger than Milton, Frankland's
senior by fifteen years, through the tried experience of his
strenuous life, became a genuine apostle of eatholicity of
spirit. He had been in earlier life a vehement controversialist,
but through the mellowing influence of later years found
that “judgment and charity” abated his militant zeal, He
became, as he himself records,! “much maore inclinable to
reconciling principles,” and was “not for narrowing the
Church more than Christ himself alloweth it.” Longing for
a true Christian coneord, he was “for Catholicism against
parties.” Thus he became, as Gordon has said, “in a real
sense, a founder of the liberal traditions of Nonconformity.™s
To him the English Presbyterians looked as their typical
leader, and in the line of those traditions our Academies
stand.

' Ruligeaise Buocieriamar (1 o P 13s=1iy end sy, The Awfobivgraply of

Richard’ Baocter, Abridged by [, M, Llowd Thamas, 15eq, p. 116
3 Hrads of Usmitarian Firteey, Lecture ea Baster, p. 19.

CHAPTER I1

THE FIRST ACADEMYr

RarumEiL, the birthplace of Richard Frankland, where his
Academy was also first established, is a little hamlet in
Ribblesdale in the West Riding of Yorkshire. Some three
miles to the south of Giggleswick and Settle, its north-
ward view is bounded by the heights of Ingleborough and
Penyghent, and two miles to the south-cast, across the
valley, is Long Preston. The medern milway junction of
Hellifield is a little farther to the south, and beyond
that, Pendle Hill. Even a hundred years after Frankland's
time the Craven district was somewhat imaccessible, for
Mrs, Newcome Cappe, of York, the friend of Theophilus
Lindsey, in her Memoirs, telling of her childhood in the
Long Preston vicarage, speaks of almost impassable roads,
which no wheel-carriage could face, and of carriers bringing
their goods over the hills on pack-horses. In that country
of hill and dale Frankland was born in 1630, and except for
his college years at Cambridge, his whole life was spent in
the Morth, The vigour of its splendid air and the open
moorlands was in his blood, and he had the determined
character of the Yorkshire yeoman. There were several
Franklands in the district, and another branch of the family
farther north, having prospered in the cloth trade, was
advanced to a baronetcy, Richard Frankland inherited from
his father, a well-to-do yeoman, the estate to which afrer

¢ An elaboeste aocount of Rickard Frankland and kis Academy, with an
aneorated st of kis more thas thiee Bupdred students, will be Foand in the
vabmable historical work of a former member of the Mancheszer Collepe
Comminee, The Oilder Nomnformity i Kerda!, by Francis Michodioa, Peesl-
dent of the Marchesier Literary and Philosophical Scciety, and Beegat
hﬁmuﬁﬂi.ﬁ.thnﬂd.dhm,mdﬁudm';md:' ,“Rickard Frankland,'™
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the Ejection he retired, and there in 1670 he established his
Academy.

He had been educated at Giggleswick Grammar School,
and Cheist’s College, Cambridge (Milton's College), where
he graduated B.A. in January, 1651-52, M.A. in 1655, and
in the interval was ordained a Presbyterian minister. He
held various ministerial appointments in the North, chicfly
in the county of Durham, and it is said that in Cromwell’s
scheme for a University at Durham he was to have held a
teaching post, had not the Protector’s death made an end
of the project. In 1662 he was ejected from the cure he
held at Auckland St. Andrew, near Durham, and the next
few years appear to have been spent in retirement at Rathmel,
until the launching of his new undertaking.

The old house has long since disappeared, but there is a
little row of cottages still to be seen, standing at right-
angles to the road which passes through the village, over
one of the back windows of which is a carved oblong stone
bearing his initials and the date 1686. The buildings are
known in the village as “College Row" or “College Fold,”
and early in last century the tradition was still definitely
current of a college on that site. There had been an extensive
range of buildings, with a bell over the yard gate, and in
the large kitchen an oven big enough to serve as a con-
venient refuge in a game of hide-and-seek. If the date on
the stone is correct, it marks a probable enlargement of the
old house three years before the Academy was brought
back there after a serics of migrations. After the first four
years it was moved to Natland, in the Kendal neighbour-
hood, where Frankland also found opportunity for minis-
terial service. Thence, owing to trouble under the Five-
Mile Act, it returned in 1683 to Yorkshire, to Calton Hall,
the Lamberts® house at Kirkby Malham, and then from
year to year was moved successively to Dawson Fold, near
Kendal again, to Hart Barrow, by Windermere, and in
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1686 to Attercliffe, close by Shefficld. Frankland may have
thought of going back to Rathmel in that year, when he
enlarged his house, but then decided on Attercliffe, and it
was only after the passing of the Toleration Act in 1689
that be returned to his own and the Academy’s first home.
There in 1698 he died, and his work passed into other
hands.

For twenty-cight years he was active in that service and
the roll of his students numbered over three hundred, some
of them destined for the Law and Medicine, but the greater
number for the ministry. The first student entered at Rath-
mel was the son of an Episcopalian baronet, a relative of
Mss. Frankland; the first Divinity students were Inde-
pendents; it was only after the Indulgence of 1672 that
the Presbyterians began to come in. Frankland, himself a
Presbyterian and a Calvinist, was, like Baxter, uncom-
promising in his opposition to Socinian heresy, and his one
publication, a small quarto of 1697, with a preface by his
friend Oliver Heywood, dealt with that matter. But for the
rest he was “a man of great moderation,” and "an admirable
temper.” The portrait in Dr, Williams® Library, conven-
tional and expressionless, does not tell much of the manner
of man he was, but the testimony of old pupils and other
friends is of greater worth. I never knew a tutor so entirely
beloved,” wrote Dr, James Clegg, a student at Rathmel,
who was with Frankland when he died. Calamy’s record
speaks of him a5 “an eminent Divine and acute Meta-
physician, & solid interpreter of Scripture; very sagacious
in discovering errors and able in defending Truth : witness
his invaluable piece in print against Socinianism. He was
one of great humility and affability. Not very taking, but a
substantial preacher.” Of his influence as a minister it was
said that he was generally beloved and exceeding uscful.
“He had a thriving congregation, whom he kept in peace
by his candour and humility, gravity and piety, notwith-
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standing their different principles.™ Gordon in his Man-
chester College Centenary Address spoke of Frankland as
“a free man, holding strong views, and bringing up a
generation of free men as strong thinkers,” “He claimed
for all who went to him the liberty of a broad platform.”
And in his address on “Early Nonconformity and Educa-
tion," with its account of Frankland’s academy,® the family
motto is cited as characteristic of the teacher’s method :
“Libera ferra, Kbergue amimus,” which Gordon interprets,
“*Tis no free country till the mind be free.”

Thus we may gather the nature of the influence Frank-
land exercised upon the students who went out from his
Academy into the ministry; and looking forward to the
progress of the principles of freedom in the service of
truth and a broad catholicity in religious fellowship, there
are two names on the roll of his students which form links
of special interest in the course of our history. Peter Finch
was cntered as a student at Natland, 1678, the son of a
clergyman cjected from Walton-on-the-Hill, by Liverpool,
and subsequently minister of Platt Chapel, Manchester.
He was for more than fifty years one of the ministers at
Noerwich, and was there associated with Dr. John Taylor,
afterwards the fAmst Divinity Tutor of the Warrington
Academy. Finch died in 1714, on his ainety-third birthday,
two years before the opening of the present Octagon chapel,
So far as is known he was quite orthodox, but “of & peace-
able spirit, which loved concord in the Church beyond
controversy.” Edward Kenrick, entered as a student ar
Rathmel, 1693, ministered to congregations in Wales, and
was associated with Dr. Williams, founder of the Library
which bears his name. Edward was brother of the Rev.
John Kenrick of Wrexham, from whom descended the
Rev. Timothy Kenrick of the short-lived Exeter Academy

1 Palmer's Nowooaformicd Mesesrial, Vol, 1. p. 400,
b Addrerrer Bisgraphivel and Hirarical, p. B7.
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(1799-1804) and his son John, 2 rame illustrious in the his-
tory of Manchester College, at York. From another branch
of the family, engaged in business in the Birmingham
district, came two later Presidents of the College, Timathy
{1807-B3) and his ncphew the Hon. Willam Kenrick
{1831-1919).

The order of the students” day ar Rathmel is described
by Dr. James Clegg in his account of John Ashe, who was
entered as a student under Frankland at Attercliffe in 1688
and reterned with him to Rathmel in the following year.
Ashe was for many years a minister in Derbyshire and died
in 1735, The account is appended to Clegg's funeral sermon
for his friend.

“The method observed in the Academy was this, —The whole
family was called to prayer exactly at seven in the morming,
summrer and winter. About an hour after breakfast, the scverl
classes, according to their seniority, were called into the lecture-
room, and the Tutor, and his assistant, continued reading lec-
tures to them till noon. After dinner, the students that minded
thelr business retired to their closets till six ar night, and were
then called to prayers. After supper, the most diligent and
studious met, eight or ten in 2 chambesr, to confer about their
reading, and any difficulties they had met with in it, and one of
them prayed before they parted. On Thursdays the students
exhibited Theses, on such subjects a3 were given them, and
disputed in public on such questions as the Tutors appoinsed.
On that nighe, after supper, they had often dispurations in their
chambers, on such questions as they agreed to debae. On
Saturdays, before the evening prayers, one read in public what
was called an Analysis, or methodical and critical dissertation oa
some verses of a Psalm or some chapter of the New Testament ;
but this was not expected from any in their frst years. After
supper, on that nighet, they met in their chambers to confer on
some practical subject, and concloded with prayer, which each
performed in his turn, bot oaly one of 2 nighe.”

Of the subjects and methods of study we have a hint in
this further statement of Clegg that Ashe continued at
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the Academy “till he had gone through the usual course of
Logick, Metaphysicks, Somatology, Pncumatclogy,* Natural
Philosophy, Divinity and Chronology; during which he
writ over the accurate Tables his Tutor had drawn up for
instructing his pupils in those Sciences, which cost him no
little time and pains.™s

In contemiplating that programme of studies, it is to be
remembered that in those days, in the Nonconformist
Academies, as in the Universities, the lectures were all in
Latin, which was also the language used by tutors and
students alike during working hours, Doddridge was the
first Academy Tutor to abandon Latin for English in his
lectures,d an example followed, we presume, by Caleb
Rotherham at Kendal, and certainly the custom from War-
rington onwards.
' Preumatology denotea the doctrine of the rature and operstions of the
Spirat, a1 distisguished from Somatology, concemed with things of bodily
or material existence. It was one of the subjects assigned also 1o Dy, Darnes,
the first Divinity sator of the Menchestcr Acsdersy, In the elaborate schesno
of Doddeidge’s Divindry loctuses, aa publivhed in his collecied works, the
termn e b oover, boosdly speaking, the subjects inchaded in Mantinesu's
callege course on the Grounds and Trutks of Religion For varioas la-

stances of the wee of the tcom, of, Appeadix o McLachlan's Ewphich
Educarrom smeder thi Test Asts, pp. 27677,

* Quoted in Micholuon's Tée Odder Nanvsnfarmiy in Keedsl, p, 111,

¥ Crorgon’s Adiverses Biographival sed Historival, " Early Nonconformists and
Edwcation,™ p. 76,

CHAPTER III

FROM RATHMEL TO WARRINGTON

Coscrrning the men who carried on Frankland's work in
our succession of Academies only a few brief notes can be
added here, until we come to Warrington.

Dr. James Clegg, in his Diary, tells how on Frankland's
death, October 1, 1648, he was sent to Manchester to ask
John Chorlton, an old student of the Academy, to come
over and preach the funeral sermon. “In that joumncy,” he
says, “I was in great danger by the rivers which were raised
by the heavy rains.” Chorlton, born at Salford, 1666, was
entered a student at Natland when he was sixteen, and five
years later became colleague to the venerable Henry New-
come' in Manchester, and thus saw the building of Cross
Street Chapel, opened in 1694. He preached Frankland's
funeral sermon, but declined the further request, that he
would remain at Rathmel and carry on the Academy. Other
attempts to secure a successor to Frankland also failed, but
Chorlton's refusal was not absolute, He would not come to
Rathmel, but the light so effectually kindled there he deter-
mined should not be extinguished, and the record is thae
he “set up teaching university learning in a great house in
Manchester.” Eleven of Frankland’s students from Rathmel
completed their course with him,? James Clegg being one
of these, who noted the great advantage to the students of
being within reach of the Chetham Library.

v Of Meweome alss bt §s recorded that he “enived with the chamcter of the
pastor, that of the teacher of acsdemical literatuse.™

¥ Ohets went to the Academy eatablished by another old stedent, Timothy
Jollic, mt a}imliﬁnﬂ.:r anﬂt:ndu;d mlﬂ Bathmel. 2
:ﬂmﬁlﬁhtﬂ&;mﬁ g:u:;mdmunl'mnpmmiaﬂd'mch

secess to books, remarks in his Diary: "The writings of Socias and his
followers rade kittle imprcsdon on me | oaly [ eould never after be entirely
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Among the other students of this carlier Manchester
Academy was Thomas Dixon, who stands next in the line
of tutors, after Chorlton and his assistant and successor
Coningham., Chorlton was not left undisturbed by the
ecclesiastical authorities, but a threatened prosecution at
the Assizes was averted by some powerful friendly influence,
and after his death in 170y his colleague, James Coningham,
an Edinburgh graduate, still maintined the work of the
Academy, in conjunction with his ministry at Cross Strect
Chapel, until in 1712 he removed to London. By that time
D, Thomas Dixon, distinguished both as theologian and
physician, was established at Whitchaven, and his Academy
took up the succession after Manchester. Little is known of
him beyond the fact that during his ministry he practised
both a3 a doctor and an academic teacher, and that the
University of Edinburgh recognized his worth. John
Taylor, Caleb Rotheram and Henry Winder were among
his students, who afterwards ateained to eminence, each in
his own way, in the serviee of scholarship and progressive
religious thought. Dixon’s last years were spent at Bolton,
where he died in 1729, “Faale medicormwr ef fheologormey
priveeps,” as the record stands on the memorial tablet in
Bank Street Chapel.

There followed an interval of four years before his old
pupil, Calcb Rotheram, took up the work ar Kendal;® but
in the year of Dixon's death Doddridge had entered on
the notable undertaking of his academy at Northampton®

reconciled to the common dectrine of the Teenbty. . . . | sdmined 1he clear
amd sirong neasoning of Eplwcopie; and, afier that, cosld nover well relih
the doctrines of nigid Calvinasm,” Cf. Gondon, Addmin Bapraphical sl
Hirsorizal, p. §1.

v Ag with Frankland and Rathmel, Mickaluon and Axon pive a full account
of Rotheram and tbe Kendal Academy, wizh an annotated list of sredenes.
CF. alao Mclachlan wnd Gordon in D3N B,

* Doddridge was an Independent, but wi enflucntial also, among the
*Presbyicrians™ of tho ofd liberal Dissent, Cf. Geordem, Addrerins Bioprapdiva!
aad Hirtorical, p. 217,

FROM RATHMEL TO WARRINGTOMN ag

and Dr. Latham, of Findern in Derbyshire, had already for
some years been devoted to the same service. Rotheram, a
Cumberland man, was of the same age as John Taylor,
born 1694 (the year of the opening of Cross Street Chapel,
Manchester), and they were together wnder Dixzon at
Whitchaven. After a brief ministry in his native county,
Rotheram settled in 1716 at Kendal, where the rest of his
life was spent. He died at the house of his son, Dr. John
Rotheram ar Hexham, June 8, 1752. It was in 1733 that
hizs Academy, in soecession to Dixon's, was opened, so
that he completed just the same term of nincteen years as
Dixon in that service, More than fifty men he educated for
the ministry, and considerably more than twice that number
for other professions and business life. He was known as
& lecturer on scientific subjects as well as en theology,
union of gifts which reminds one of Joseph Priestley, who
wis bom in the year in which his Academy was opened.
“A great and uscful philosopher™ was the description a
young surgeon gave of him after a visit to Kendal in 1742.
In the following year he obtained his doctorate in Divinity
at Edinburgh, the subject of his inaugural dissertation being
“The Evidence of the Christian Religion." As an academic
teacher Rotheram was typical of the “moderation,” the
catholicity of spiritand devotion to the principle of freedom
characteristic of the English Presbyterians of that time.
He stands in the line of those who were turning from the
strict Calvinism of their predecessors to broader views of
Christian truth. An old pupil of his, James Daye of Lan-
caster, who preached Rotheram's funeral sermon, spoke of
his gifts both of mind and of utterance, which, “together
with great moderation, impartiality and a calm judgment,”
made him not only a populsr preacher but “equally
applauded by the most judicious.” And in the Academy,
aiming at “enlarging useful knowledge and propagating
rational and religious light among men,” his lectures were
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“rather the open informations of a friend than the dictates
of a master. As he was an impartial lover of truth, he
encouraged the most free and unbounded inquiry after it in
every branch of science.” In the Abbey Church at Hexham
a monument o Rotheram's memory speaks of his devotion
to the cause of “Religion, Trath and Liberty." This recalls
the subsequent dedication of Manchester College "To
Truth, to Liberty, to Religion,” while the Warrington
Academy, which is the link between Kendal and Manchester,
was devoted in the same spirit to “Religion, Liberty and
Leaming.”

CHAFTER 1Y

THE WARRINGTON ACADEMY

Tue story of the Warrington Academy falls narurally into
three parts: first the preparation and foundation, on more
public, broader lines than the Academics which preceded
it, with the first years, 1757-61, under Dr. John Taylor as
Divinity tutor; then the prosperous years, under Dr. Aikin,
1761-80, and lastly three years of incressing difficulties,
ending with suspension of the work in 1783 and the final
dissalution of the society in 1786.

The project was launched in a circular, dated from Man-
chester in July 1754, first among the stated reasons for the
appeal being the *total deficicncy of Academics in this pat
of the country,” The Findern Academy came to an end with
Dr. Latham's death in that year, and it was two years since
Rotheram's death. To meet the need both for an adequate
supply of ministers for Nonconformist charches and for
the education under suitable conditions of men preparing
for other learned professions and for commercial life, it was
now proposed to form a body of Trustees, who should be
responsible for the establishment of 2 new academy and be
the oltimate authority for direction and supervision of the
work, The plan was described as aiming “to unite in the
best manner the advantages of the public and more private
methods of education,” providing at the same time “for
the extensive learning of our youth and the security of their
morals.” Students preparing for commercial life or the
learned professions would not only gain "some knowledge
of the more useful branches of literature,” they would be
led "'to an early acquaintance with, and just concern for, the
true principles of religion and liberty, of which great
interests they must in futore life be the supporters”; while
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for those to be employed in the ministerial office “it will
be an invaluable advantage to have them educated where
they may frecly follow the dictates of their own judgments
in their inquiries after truth, without any undue bias im-
posed on their understanding.” So the foundation principle
of the Academy was laid down, and appeal was made to
the generosity “of all friends of Religion, Liberty and
Learning.™

The moving spirit in the launching of the project was
John Seddon' of Warrington, minister of the Noncon-
formist congregation of the Sankey Street (now Cairo
Street) Chapel. Born at Hereford, 1725, he had been 2
pupil of Rotheram’s at Kendal, and since 1747 settled at
Warrington. There,® after much debate as to the rival
claims of Manchester and Ormskirk (the latter favoured by
Liverpool supporters), the Academy was ultimately estab-
lished.’ Seddon had carried on an extensive correspondence
with leading Nonconformists in warious parts of the
country, and it was announced in the first circelar that
promises of subscriptions had been received from Man-
chester, Liverpool, Birmingham, Warrington, and by
April, 1753, the total promised was close upon f3c0. Nant-
i+ ‘To be distingubibed from Jokn Seddon, son of Peter Seddon af Coekey
Moor, bora 1719, sho one of Rotbermm's papils, snd minister of Cross
Sercct Uhapel, Manchewer, 173g-6g: after 176n san avowed Socimisn.
Joba of Wasrington was also son of & Peter Seddon, probably s second
cousin of the other, and miniser soocesively a1 Comakirk Heeedoed.,
G, DUNVE, For boek Seddom.
* Warringeea af thar time was alresdy a trede centre of some nole. Dusing
the Acsdermy petiod ir s said 1o have peoduced half ihe sl cloth reguined
by the Mavy, It lay on the chied road fo the North-West, with the onlky
bridpe acrcas the Meesey until fur up towards Manchesser, It wan Bocamse
hat bridpe wen broken down chat in ibe pebellion of 1745 the Protonder
tock the oad through Manchester. CF. Dir, Aikin's Desrriprion of the Coumtry
roumd Maseberter, 1804,

3 CF. A Hirtorical Shesch of Warrington Acadewy, by Heary Arthur Brigh,
MLA., Liverpocd, tiyg. Reprioted from the Trewsartionr of by Fisgrned
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wich, Bristol, Excter were ready to help; only from Leeds
came the adverse suggestion that all they required in the
way of education could be secured at Glasgow University.
On June 30, 1757, the first general meeting of subscribers
was held at Warrington, and the rule was adopted, as it
was afterwards for the Manchester Academy, that anmual
subscribers of two guineas and donors of twenty should
constitute the body of Trustees. Lord Willoughby of
Parham was appointed president, John Lees of Manchester,
vice-president, Arthur Heywood of Liverpool, treasurer,
and John Seddon, secretary. The promises of annual sub-
scriptions amounted then to £469 §5., and benefactions
£148 115. Houses were to be secured for the tutors, who
would receive students as boarders. The terms for this
were fixed at L1y for those who had two months” vacation,
ot for those who had no vacation £18, with further payment
for “tea, washing, fire and candles.” The tutors were to
receive £100 a year for salary. The Academy paid their “leys
and taxes.” In December, 1718, salaries were raised 1o L120
and ultimately to L135; but Priestley in his Memoirs said
he had only £ro0, and his house.

The Academy was opened in October, 1747, in the house
which is still standing at “Bridge Foot™ close to the river.
It is now preserved as a public institution, the home, since
1899, of the Warrington Society. The old house, happily
renovated, with its collection of books, manuscripts and
other treasures, is full of historical interest; but sitvared
as it is in an unquiet corner of the modern town, it requires
an effort of imagination to pictare it as it was in Aca
days and as Mrs. Barbauld (Anna Laetitia Aikin) celebrazed
it, in the lines of her *Invitation" :—

“Mark where its simple front yon mansion rears,
The nursery of men for future years|
Here callow chicls and embryo statesmen lie,

ﬂndunﬂcﬂg‘:ipnculh:ﬂ excursions try:
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While Mersey's gentle current, which too long
By fame neglected, and unknown to song,
Bevween his rushy banks, {no poet’s theme)

Had crepe inglorious, like a vulgar stream,
Reflexts th' aseending steps with consclous pride,
And dares to emulate a classic tide.

¥ -

“Beneath his willows rove th” inquiring youth,
And court the faie majestic form of truth.
Here nature opens all her secret springs,
And heav'n born science plames her eagle wings.

* -

“Ye Generous youth who love this studious shade,
How rich a ficld is to yous hopes display'd |
Knowledge to you unlocks the classic page,

And virtue blossoms for a futare age.”

The poetess was a girl of fifteen when she came with her
father to Warrington and she grew up in the Academy
circle of which she furnishes so charming an ideal picture.®
There she found among the students

“Friendship, ardent as 2 summer's noon;
And generous scorn of vice's venial tribe;
And proud disdain of interest’s sordid bribe;
And conscious honour's quick instinctive sense;
And smiles unforc’d : and easy confidence;
And vivid fancy and clear simple truth;
And all the mental bloom of vermal youth,”

Into the world they were destined to go, to various careers,
and would gain the treasures of many lands:—

v Misg Afkin mareied la 1774 Rochemont Barbauld, who kad Iuml!nndu_'ll
in the Aesdemy, five yeam ber senjor. They wene wettled ar Palgrave i
Suaffolk, wheee bz waa minister of the Nooconformist congregation end
cazried oo a seccessfial schood, uneil thelr removal o Hampsicad da 1786
Her bushand died in 1808 ar Newington Green, There M. Barbauld speat
her eermatning years, and In the summer of 1824, loss than & year before her
desth, Jumes Mantinenu, then a student ax Manchester College, Y ok, exlled
upon her, Leng aftersrards he recallod the memory and told of her eaducing
charm,
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“But tell each land (where every toil they share,

Firm to sustain, and resolute to dare),

MAM is the nobler growth our realms supply,

And sours are ripen’d in our northern sky."
The first working plan of the Academy included the appoint-
ment of three tutors, for Divinity and Moral Philosophy,
MNatural Philosophy and Mathematics, and Languages and
Polite Literature,' For this last an invitation was given to
George Dyer, but declined, and the Academy opened for
its first session with only two tutors, Dr. John Taylor in
Divinity and John Holt of Kirkdale, Liverpool, in Mathe-
matics. Subsequently, John Aikin of Kibworth was ap-
pointed to the third post and eame to Warrington in time
for the opening of the second session.

The number of students was at first very small, but in
the course of the twenty-six years during which the work
was carried on just over four hundred students were
enrolled. By far the lacger part of these were lay students,
destined for the Law, Medicine, the Army or Trade, but
fifty-five at least were Divinity students, twenty of whom
received aid from the Presbyterian Fund, which marked
their denominational interest a5 on the side of the broader
type of Nonconformists. Thirteen of the students entered
the Established Church, and cne of them became an
Irith bishop, Nathanicl Alexander of Clonfert. Among the
Divinity students who afterwards made their mark among
liberal dissenters were Philip Taylor, Ralph Harrison,
Thomas Barnes, John Prior Estlin, Pendlebury Houghton
and William Tarner; among the lay students, Thomas
Pereival, John Aikin (the tutor’s son), Thomas Potter,
Philip Meadows Martinean, Samuel Heywood, Samuel
Shore, Samuel Gaskell and Richard Enfield.

i A Report of 177 on the stase of the Academy notes the following subjects
included in the five yean' coume for students foe the mindsery: Logic,
Ontalogy, Pacumatology, Ethics, Jurisprudence, the Evidences of Heve-
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The appointment of Dr. John Taylor as Divinity tutor
marked the importance of the undertaking and the high
hope with which it was contemplated. He was recognized as
one of the most eminent scholars of his day, and in the
maturity of his powers he gave up a position of happy
security as minister of an influential Nonconformist congre-
gation at Norwich to embark on this new venture. Born at
Scotforth in the parish of Lancaster in 1694, he had been
a pupil of Dixon at the Whitchaven Academy, and after
cightcen years as minister at Kirkstead in Lincolnshire,
settled in 1733 at Norwich. Thus during the whole period
of the Kendal Academy under his old fellow-student
Rotheram he was engaged in the work of his ministry and
by the publication of a succession of theological works
establishing his reputation as a scholar. His Seriptare
Docirive of Original Sin a in 1740, and the first
volume of his maguam opus, the Hebrew Concordance adapted
to the English Bible; Dispased after the Manner of Buxctorf, in
1734. Two years later he received the degree of D.D. from
Glasgow, and the second and concluding volume of the
Concordance was published in the year of his removal to
Warrington,

+ Among other of Dr. Taylor's publications wene the Parapbrar of e
Epintie ta tbe Romans, 1747, T Leriptare Dhocirine of ibe Atonesent, 1751, und
Tie Lerd's Supper explaioed o8 Seripisare Priscdples, 1714. The two doctrinal

treatises were in Schilelermaeker's lsbrary, a5 was & German vamslarion of the
wark on Origiral 8in, Ta chis both Jobn Wealey and Iiase Wars pablished
nphu.m:l%urul:nn Edwards spoke of it with reprobation. Taylor's grand-
son, Philip, for many yesrs minister in Dublin, is respomible for the repore
-ul'lpm:nqr:l:;.lﬁllﬂnlrdcnﬂnlmln the Mok of Ircland, who weened
8 bearery apalnar the book, lew they should become pervens from “their
old faich." T deslre that none of you will sead jt; for it i a bad boak
a dangerous book, and a heretical book; and, what is worse than all,
book is unanswemble.”™ Burns, in his *Epistle to John Goudie of Kik
marnock,” is xnother witeess to the far-resching lafluence of the book:—
*"Tis you and Taylor wre the chiel
Wha are to blame for thiv mischief."

B

TEY
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In these and other works we may see the method of Dr.
Taylor's teaching, and the ideal of open-mindedness which
he upheld in the service of truth, The Bible was the ultimate
authority ; that was taken for granted. As the unique vehicle
of Divine revelation, “the most perfect and invariable
standard of truth,” it must be throughout self-consisteat,
secing that it is the produet not of human wisdom, bat
“of ane Spirit, the Spirit of God." The part of the teacher,
therefore, is to study in the light of that conviction, to
study and rightly interpret the sacred Scriptures, and so
declare the actual content of the Divine revelation. At the
same time it is to be recognized that the troth there revealed
must be consistent with the laws of Natural Religion, “with
the known perfections of God and the notions of right and
wrong, good and evil, which are discovered in the works
of Creation and in the present constitution of things.” For
the language of Nature is “most certainly the language of
God, the sole author of Nature.” Christianity, therefore,
“calls us to the noblest exercise of our understanding, and
we lose the benefit of it, if we do not think seriously and
judge freely.”

That is the position maintained in the “Scheme of
Scripture Divinity” which Dr. Taylor drew up for the use
of his students and made the basis of his teaching during
the short period of his work at Warrington. After his
death, it was published by his son, Richard Taylor, and the
high estimation in which the work was held is marked by
the fact that Bishop Watson of Llandaff, Regius Professor
of Divinity at Cambridge, included it in the first volume of

§ arl ard in the list of moe
eyl oy kg Ayt

ecclesiastics mnd hesds of colleges, wogether with ualveniey, college ansd
catbedrul libraries. Among the Mooconformist 1l-lhl-r_n'h1_~_n wers Maskanie]
Lardaer, Hugh Farmer, Job 01:1::;,1 Hich.[‘i":ﬂ. Wiml.h:}mc'..l;:?;r. Hagh
Waorthingron, Joseph Priestley, Sedidon (Warringon, otheram
(deceased), Jonathan Mayhew (Boston, Mass.). Alse Theophilas Lindsey,
kater to become a MNoncondomist.
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adventure. “There had been an unhappy difference between
Dr. Taylor and the trustees,” Priestley reported in his
Memoirs, and while his relations with the two other tutors,
Holt and Aikin, scem to have been of the plessantest,
there was evidently a growing clash of temperament between
him and Seddon, who was thirty years his junior. They
had exchanged cordial letters and been on very friendly
terms during the years of preparation for the establishment
of the Academy, but later causes of acute differcnce arose,
They belonged to different schools of Moral Philosophy,
Seddon having been a favourite pupil of Hutcheson at
Glasgow, of whose Scbewe of Morality Taylor published a
critical Examination; and while that was no ground for
any personal quarrel, Taylor is said to have resented 1 lack
of deference, which he fele to be his due. The two men were
brought into still mare definite antagonism over the question
of liturgical services, which had become a subject of con-
troversy through Seddon’s part in the preparation and
advncacy of the Liverpool Liturgy, afterwards adopted
(1763} by the congregation of the Octagon Chapel in that
city. Taylor's Seriptare Accosnt of Prayer, of which Gordon
in the D.N.B. speaks as “by far the most impressive of his
writings," was published after his death. The preface is
dated February 23, 1761, and in the night of March 5

he died in his sleep. A tablet to his memory in the Chapel
at Chowbent, where he was buried, bears these words:

“Enquirc among the friends of Learning, Liberty and

Truth, These will do him justice.™

THE PROSFEROUS YEARS

The appointment of Aikin to succeed Dr. Taylor as
Divinity tutor marks the beginning of the happier period
in the history of the Academy. He and Holt the Mathe-
matical tutor, whom Aikin's granddaughter Lucy, familiar
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with the traditions of the place, described as *a man whose
whole soul was absorbed in his science,” were joined in that
same year by Joseph Priestley, and these theee, with Seddon,
who acted as librarian, formed the little group of teachers,
of whom Priestley in his Memoirs gives this pleasant
glhp::.—
“Tn the whole time of my being at Warrington, 1 was singularly
happy in the socicty of my fellow-rators, and of Mr. Sedden,
the minister of the place. We drank tea together every Saturday,
and our conversation was equally instructive and pleasing. 1 often
thought it not 2 litde extracedinary that four persons, who had
no previous knowledge of each other, should have been brought
to unite in conducting such a scheme as this, and all be zealous
Mecessarians, as we were, We were likewise all Arians, and the
only subject of much consequence on which we differed, was
ing the doctrine of atonement, concerning which Dr.
Aikin held some obscare notions. Accordingly, this was fre-
quently the topic of our friendly convemations. The oaly
Socinian in the neighbourhood was Mr. Seddon, of Manchester,
and we all wondered at him. But then we never entesed into
any particular examination of the subject.™

Lucy Aikin also, in a letter quoted in Bright's Historical
Skeseh, adds a welcome touch to our picture of this modest
academic circle, having in mind not only the four men of
Priestley's time, but others who came later:—

“ have often thought with envy of that Society, Neither Oxford
nor Cambridge could boast of brighter names in literatare of
science than several of those dissenting tuters—humbly content
in an obscare town, and on a scanty pittance, to cultivate in
themselves, and communicate to a rising generation, those
mental requirements and moral habits which are their own

v Tt wai not bong before Priestley ceased to wonder at his Cross Seeeer cal-
Jeague in Manchesser. On his removal in 1367 to Mill Hill Chapsl, Leeds,
he notes in his Memolss: “1n this sitwation | nstunlly resumed my spplica-
tion 1o epoculmive Theclogy, which bad cccupled me st Needham, and
which had been internzpeed by the business of teaching at Manswich aed
Warringeca, By eeading with care Dy, Lardness Letter en tbe Logns 1 bocame
what is called & Socinisn.
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exceeding great reward. They and theirs lived together like one
large family, and in the facility of their intercourse they found
large compensation for its deficiency in lusary and splendour.”
The name of John Aikin stands pre-eminent in the record
of the Academy, for length of service and far-reaching
influence, through the men he trained for the ministry, and
for civil life. Unlike his younger colleague, Priestley, he made
no contribution to theological or scientific literature, but
for more than twenty years he gave himself with single-
hearted devotion to the work of teaching. Gilbert Wake-
field, who came to Warrington as classical tutor towards
the close of his long term of service, wrote in his Memoirs:
“Our Divinity tutor, Dr. Aikin, was a gentleman, whose
endowments, a5 a man, and as a scholar, according to my
sincere judgment of him, it is not easy to exagperate by
panegyric.” His son, the younger Dr. John Aikin, and his
daughter, Mrs. Barbauld, may be cited as further witnesses
to the fine qualities of intellectual and moral worth, and
religious influence, which contributed so much to the
distinction attained by Warrington in the academic world
of the cighteenth century. The University of Aberdeen
recognized Aikin's distinguished service by the grant in
1774 of an honorary doctorate in Divinity.

Bom in 1713, the son of a Scottish linen draper settled in
London, John Aikin had some business training in his
youth, but finding such a career uncongenial, he became a
student for the ministry under Dr. Doddridge at Northamp-
tos. Thence he proceeded to Aberdeen, retuming for a
short time, as assistant to Doddridge in his Academy. From
1759 ooward he kept 2 school at Kibworth in Leicester-
shire, until his call to Warrington. There the rest of his
life was spent, and in December, 1780, he died, not quite
sixty-seven years of age.

Jeseph Priestley, who was born in 1713, in a farmhouse
in the West Riding of Yorkshire, was thus twenty years
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his junior when they became colleagues at Warrington.
Priestley had been trained for the ministry under Caleb
Ashworth at the Daventry Academy, but even before his
college days had realized that he no longer held to the
strict Calvinism of his upbringing. Three years' ministry at
Needham Market in Suffolk, and three at Nantwich, where
he also kept a school, preceded his settlement at Warring-
ton, to which he came in his twenty-eighth year. He was
appointed to take up Aikin's former work as tuter in
“Languages and Polite Leaming,” but his cager, versatile
mind quickly led him into further fields. He lectured
aleo on “History and General Policy,™ on the “Laws and
Constitutions of England,” and published a “Chart of
Biography." Other activities are noted in his Memoies :—

“Finding no public exercises at Warrington, 1 introduced them
there, so that efterwards, every Saturday, the tuters, all the
students, and often strangers, were astembled to bear English
and Latin compositions, and sometimes to hear the delivery of
speeches and the exhibition of scenes in plays. It was my

ince to teach clocution, and also logic and Hebeew, The
first of these | retained, bat, after & year or tweo, I exchanged the
twrs last articles with Dr. Aikin for civil law, and one year 1 gave
a course of lectures in anatomy.™

While at Warrington, Priestley nmade acquaintance, during
visits to London, with Richard Price and Benjamin Franklin,
and was thus led, following & patural bent, to devote much
of his frec time to scientific observation and experiment.
On Franklin's suggestion he wrote his History of Elwiricity,
published while he was still at Warrington, and it was these
pursuirs which gained for him his LL.D. from Edinburgh
{1764), and membership in the Royal Society. Pricstley spent
only six years at Warrington, removing in 1767 to Leeds
as minister of Mill Hill Chapel, and the major part of his
scientific work, including the discovery of oxygen, was
accomplished later; but it was in those early years that he
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Collection of Sermens, which he edited in nine volumes, 1773;
Tihe Speaker, 1774; and the Institutes of Natwral Philasephy,
1785, a large quarto volume, which embodied in an elabo-
rate series of propositions the substance of his teaching in
Mechanics, Hydrostatics, Pneumatics, Optics, Astronomy,
Magnetism and Electricity. Enfield's Sgeaker, published in
the year in which he received his LL.D. from Edinburgh,
remained for several generutions a popular book. It was
dedicated to John Carrill Worsley, late President of the
Academy, a8 having been “undertaken principally with
the design of assisting the students at Warrington in
acquiring a just and graceful elocution.™

Thus Warrington led the way in furnishing means for
due attention to a matter of the utmost consequence in
training for & successful ministry.

When in the summer of 1785 the work of the Academy
came to an end, the use of the library and the “philosophical
(scientific) apparatus™ was granted to Dr. Enficld, while
he remained at Warrington. He continued his ministry
there and engaged in private tuition until his removal two
years later to Norwich, as minister of the Octagon Chapel,
Dr. Taylor's old pulpit. He died in November, 1797, only
fifty-six years of age.

More ox JosEps Priestisy
(Fee p. 44.)
Although Priestley had no direct personal eonnection with
Manchester College, his sympathies undoultedly would be with
its early efforts, as they were with the short-lived Hackney College
founded in the same year. H:gw:mnn::hmmtcri‘huuﬂd
Warrington courses of bectuses there, shortly before his emigra-
tion to America, when, after the Birmingham riots of 1791, he
succecded D, Price as minister at Hackney, To that time belongs
Coleridge’s ardent admiration of Priestley, which found expres-
sion in his pn:nn “Reli Musings, written on the Christraas
Eve of 1794." wid then rwenty-two, three years
before the publication of the Lyrical Ballads. Invoking the
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great ones of the past, who would share in the triumphaot
advent of the “Despised Galilsean,” having named in that great
kost Milton and Newton, the poet adds :—

“Lol Pricstley there, patriot, and saint, and sage,

Him, full of years, from his loved native land

Statesmen biood-stained and iuuid:ultuuu

By dark lies maddening the multirade

Drove with vain hate. Calm, pitying he retired,

And mused expectant on these promised years."”
In view of the subsequent establishment of Manchester College
at Oxford, it is of interest o remember that the sratue ufPﬂEIIIE

E. B hens) in the University Museum was present

}’:rmﬁu,dswud;gﬂztﬁ:mmﬂfmdmﬁd:qufrhtﬁﬁthh
Assoclation, when Huxley had his great encounter with Bishop
Wilberforce, on the subject of the Descent of Man, A public
breakfast was held on July 3rd, to celebrate the gife of the
statue, when Dr. Brodie, Univensity Professor of Chemistry,
who was in the chair, tpn-itnfl'rmd:jrud::nﬂtll;.:mdﬂuf
pneumatic chemdstry. De. Davy, who was among BHERTE,
mslmrfmﬁﬂq.ﬁﬂﬁmwmmbﬂ
October 31, 1801, to his brother Sir Humphry Davy, welcoming
him into the held of tal chemistry. Among othets
present were James Yates (in the vice-chais), Mary Carpenter,
James Heypwood, William Hincks and John Kenrck. (CF
Christian Reformer, August, 1860, p. jeg.) The gift of Opic's
portrait of Priestley was received by Manchester College in
1821, and subsequently one of the hundred prints of Fuseli's
pactrait {of 1783) issved in 1836

THE CLOSING YEARS

After Dr. Aikin's death there remained less than three years
during which the work of the Academy was carried on.
To relieve him from part of the burden of teaching, when
his strength had proved no longer equal to the stmin, a
senior student, Pendlebury Houghton' who entered the

1 Perdl: Hi bon (171R-1824) alier leaving Warrdngron was for &
[0 |L:|'I=b“rlr:|u.]l.ﬂ Sharewnhury asd then joined his old roror D, Enfeld
ut the Cetagon Chapel, Morwick, His list ministeral ebasge was 1 Paradise
Strees Chapel, Liverpool, s colleagies of John Yase, s fellow-studest of kis
at Warrington.
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Academy in 1773, undertook his classical work for the
session  1778-79, after which Gilbert Wakefield was
appointed Classical tutor, and on Aikin's death, in Deceme
ber 178s, Nicholas Clayton succeeded him as Divinity
tutor. These two, with Enficld, were the last of the War-
rington tutors,

Dr. Nicholas Clayton (1733 #~1797) came to Warring-
ton, as Enfield had done, from the Benn's Garden Chapel,
Liverpool, having been previously minister of the short-
lived Octagon congregation there, for which the liturgy of
1763 was prepared (the liturgy in the production of which
Seddon had taken part). Clayton was afterwards for ten
years minister of the High Pavement Chapel, Nottingham,
as colleague of George Walker, with whom he had been a
fellow-student at Glasgow University. In 1795 he retnened
to Liverpool, where the last years of his life were speat. It
was while at Warringron that he obtained his D.D. from
Edinburgh University.!

Gilbert Wakeficld (1756-1801) also came to Warzrington
from Liverpool. Born at Nottingham, son of the rector of
St. Micholas, he geaduated as second wrangler ar Cambridge
and remained at the University for two more years as
Fellow of Jesus College. He then served for a short time as
curate, first at Stockport, then at Liverpool, until for con-
scientious reasons he resigned and severed his connection
with the Church. While at Warrington he published in
1781 2 new translation of 1 Thessalonjans and in the followr-
ing year of the Gospel of Matthew, with copious notes;
also an Ersay en Inspirarion, His Biblical studies culminated
in a translation of the whole New Testament, issued in
three volumes, with notes, in 1791. As a classical scholar he
rendered even more distinguished service, notably in his

! The Acadermy, it seoms, made o payment of L1 7o 6d, for Dr. Clayron®s
Edinkargh diploms; snd when his appointment it Warrington came o an
untimely end, 8 speclal geant of 103 was made o him, "m 8 consldesstion
for the peculiar edrcamatences astending his cane a3 lace twion,™
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splendid edition of Lucretius, 1796-99. In private life said
to have been the mildest of men, Wakefield's unrestrained
eagemess and vehemence in controversy, both political and
thealogical, brought him into teouble, and finally, through
a clash with the Government of the day, for the last two
years of his life, into Dorchester jail. Before that catastrophe
he had been resident for some time at Hackney, where he
lectured for one session, 1790-91, a8 classical tutor in the
recently established college. On his release from prison in
the summer of 1801 he returned to Hackney, but only to
die a few weeks later of typhus fever.

If eminent gifts of character and scholaeship could have
saved the Warrington Academy, these three men, Clayton,
Enficld and Wakefield, must sarely have been equal to the
task; but an sccumulation of difficulties, a heavy burden
of debt on the buildings, internal troubles through the
failure of discipline, and consequent discouragement on the
part of responsible managers and supporters proved only
too soon that the position had become hopeless. At a
general meeting of Trustees in January, 1783, it was decided
that at the end of that session the doors must be closed.

Dr. Enficld, as Rector Academiae, had been the chief
sufferer from the insubordination of an unruly type of lay
student inadvisedly admitted to the Academy. His view of
the situation was expressed, a month before the decisive
meeting of Trustees, in a better to a friend. Confessing to
much resson for despondency, he wrote ;—

“Our number of students is only seventeen; of these oaly eight
are expected to rerarn next session. After the experience of many
years, I find myself confirmed in the opinion that it is unprac-
ticable to carry on the Academy in such a place as ours, where
youths from 14 to 18 years of age are placed in college apart-
ments, without any superior resident amongst them, and free
from all domestic restraints, Irregularities have from time 1o
time wnsvoidably arisen, which have ar lase, 1 am afmaid, led the
public to form a decided jedgment against the Academy.”
o
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After the closing of the Academy in June 1785 a period of
indecision followed. A suggestion to carry on the work
under new conditions was accepted at one meeting of
Trustees but abandoned at the next, and finally at the
annual meeting on June 29, 1786, it was resolved by
twenty-five votes of those present, and twenty-nine proxies,
“that this Academy be now dissolved”; and further, that
the surplus, after the sale of the buildings and payment of
all debis, be equally divided between the intended scademies
in or near London and Manchester. The Warrington
library was given to the Manchester Academy, the philo-
sophical apparatus to Hackney,

The end was indeed disastrous, and ten years later
similar ill fortune, for much the same reasons, befell the
Hackney College (1786-96), honourably associated with the
name$ of De, Richard Price, Kippis, Rees and Belsham.?

But in spite of that ill-fortune, Warrington through
twenty-six years of active work had accomplished much.
Among its students were many who as ministers of religion
and as citizens made their mark in after-life, and the Academy
left to the community of Liberal Dissent a fine tradition of
public service, and a signal demonstration of the efficacy
of its foundation principle of undogmatic freedom in the
concerns of religion and of leaming. Though as an institu-
tion it suffercd untimely dissolution, its spirit lived on and
found new embodiment in the Manchester Academy, des-
tined through its various migrations for happier fortune
and & greater permanence. The Warrington window in the
library of the College at Oxford remains a visible memorial
of the historical connection and of the distinguished men
associnted with the earlier Academy.

i Ci. an articke by Die. H. McLachlan on the Hackney College, in the Trams-
scitens of the Unitersay Hirforeal oty Ootober, 1qey.

PART 11

MANCHESTER COLLEGE



CHAPTER ¥

THE FIRST MANCHESTER PERIOD
1786-1803

Ur to this point in our history we have followed the course
of one hundred and thirteen years, during which the
succession of Academies, from Rathmel to Warrington,
carried on the work, to which now for more than a hundred
and forty years, since its foundation in 1786, Manchester
College has been devoted. Five Academies went before,
handing on from one to the other the torch of Trath and
Freedom, for the better service of Religion; and in what
follows there are five stages in the progress of the new
College,! moving from place to place, where at each crisis
in its history it was judged that the work could best be
done, First came seventcen vears in Manchester, then
thirty-seven at York, followed by another thirteen years in
Manchester and thirty-six in London; finally, since 1889,
the Oxford period, already covering more years than any
of the others. Thus the hope of greater permanence has
been fulfilled; and how worthily the tradition has been
muaintained, the names of some of the chief among the
1 *“The Manchaser Academy™ wia the name fint adopted, in sutcomsion o
Wassingrea, 1o & elpoalar of 1797, bt b called che “Academnical Institutian of
Mew Callege st Manchestee,” snd George 'Walker, on the title-page of &
valeme of hiv Ervepr in 1809, is desigraced “late Profomos of Theclogy In
the Mew College and President of the Philcsophical and Litesary Socety,
Manchester." A College docament of s#og beam the thile "The New Col-
lege, Removed 1o York"; othen of vley, 1810, eic, "Manchester New
College, Removed 1o Yook Leters of Jobn James Tayler, in 1k:6 and
1818, nee dared ea fron “"Mancheszer Mew College, Yerk™; biat during the
York pesdod the prevalling wse wus simgply “Manchover Colloge, York."
On the rerusn 1o Manchener in lhn&umhmﬂ"m:lm?'

g gnd condinued the London period, It wis afier
Eﬂqu_hm“‘h Eﬂphﬂdmpwmw,hﬂtm&r.ﬂm, in the near
neighbousbocd of the ancient University foundation of New College, tht
the “"Mew" wan climinated from the same of Munchester College.
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teachers in the College, Bamnes, Wellbeloved, Kenrick,
Tayler, Martineau, Drummond, Carpenter, stand as witness.

The final resolution of the Warrington Trustees on
June 29, 1786, referred to the “intended” Academy in
Manchester, but there was then no doubt as to the fact
of the new foundation. The decision had already been made
at a meeting in the Cross Steeet Chapel Room in Manchester,
on Wednesday, February 2:nd, of that year, when the
appointment of the two ministers of the chapel, Dr. Thomas
Barnes and Ralph Harrison, as tutors, was also announced.
The new committes had met on Mareh 15t, and on Sunday,
Mareh 26th, Harrison had preached a sermon, afrerwards
published, “on the occasion of the establishment™ of the
Academy. It was in fact a group of the same men, promi-
nent in the North of England in support of Liberal Dissent,
by whom both decisions were made, Of the fifty-foar
Warrington Trustees who voted dissolution seventeen had
been among those who signed the invitation to Barnes
and Harrison to undertake the new work, and twelve of
them were members of the new committee,

Chief among them the Chairman, Dr. Thomas Percival,
F.R.5., a leading physician in Manchester and a member
of the Cross Street congregation, must be accounted, with
the two minister-tutors, the most potent influence in
secoring the foundation and shaping the policy of the
Academy, These three had already been closely associated
in other efforts to promote the higher interests of the
community. They were at that time all in the prime of life,
Percival a few years older than the other two. He was bom
in 1740, Barnes in 1747, Harrison in 1748, They had all
been stadents at Warrington, and Percival and Barnes were
natives of the town. Harrison was alse of a Lancashire
family. His great-grandfather, Cuthbert Harrison, was one
of the Ejected in 1662, his father, William Harrison, an
Edinburgh graduate, had been for some years minister at
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Stand, but was at Chinley, in Derbyshire, when his son
was born. Percival’s name stands first on the roll of War-
sington students, a pupil therefore of Dr, John Taylor.
Harrison and Barnes, who entered in successive years, 1763
and 1764, were fellow-students under Aikin and Priestley,
and remained close friends to the last. They died in the
same year, 1810, Percival six years earlier, in 1804, a year
after the removal of the College to York. Of the two minis-
ters, Harrison came first to Cross Street, 45 a young man of
twenty-five, succeeding Joseph Mottershead in 1771, two
years after the death of the “Socinian" John Seddon. Before
accepting the Academy tutorship he had for some years
carried on 2 suceessful school in addition to his ministerial
work. Barnes, who had first ministered for twelve years
with conspicuous success at Cockey Moor (Ainsworth),
joined his friend at Cross Strect in 1780, and at once made
his mark as an eloquent and fervent preacher and as a
lecturer on philosophical and literacy subjects,

Thomas Percival, after his student years at Warrington,
proceeded to Edinburgh and thence to Leiden, where he
graduated in Medicine. His father had been in business in
Warrington, but others of the family, his grandfather and
an uncle, whose name he bore, were doctors in the town.
He himself also began his practice in Warrington, but in
1767 sertled in Manchester, where the rest of his life was
spent. Two years previously he had been elected 4 member
of the Royal Society. He is remembered as a pioneer in
town sanitation and as the carliest advocate of factory
legislation.! He drafted the first petition sent up from the
¥ Tt wes u time of mementous growth in the history of Manchesier and the
woemounding discrice, The Induwimial Revolation kad begien, In Manchester
the intodwction of seam power was giving & teenendous Impetus to the
cartan indusary, snd 1he opening of the Bridgewater Canal had brosghe new
facilities of weanaport, The population of the toen, which En 1786 was about
yoean, by the eaul af the cenrury was 75,000, wnd with Salford added, net

fas from 90,000 and destined 1o will forrher mpid increase. Im 178y the fint
cattan mill had beca bailt in Milks Serest and by 180y there were sbd 1o be
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country in support of Wilberforce's anti-slavery endeavours.
At his house, in 1781, the first mecting of the Manchester
Literary and Philosophical Society was held and he was
president to the end of his life. Barnes was for some years
secretary with Thomas Henry, F.R.S., the chemist, also a
member at Cross Street. It was after a paper by Barnes on
“A Plan for the Improvement and Extension of Liberal
Education in Manchester,” read before the Society in 1783,
that the short-lived College of Arts and Sciences was estab-
lished. Of this Percival was also president. Barnes lectured
for the College on Commercial Law and Ethics, and on
Moral Philosophy, courses which were aftervards available
for the Academy.

So these men were prepared for their new task, which
was to be undertaken not only for the benefit of Manchester,
but in the interest of Liberal Dissent throughout the
eountry. The opening statement in the printed record of
the first meeting is historic. It remains the fundamental
declaration of the trust of the College.

“A wery respectable meeting of gentlemen was held this 2and
day of February, 1786, when it was unanimously agreed, after
due deliberation, that an Academy should be uuhhnhnd in
Manchester, on a plan affording a full and sypstematic course of
education for divines, and preparstory instrucdon for the other
learned professions, as well as for civil and commercial life.
This institution will be open to young men of every religious

ninety-theee spisning factorics in the town, “which receive theit motion
from that valuable discovery the wieam enpine.” *"Those powerful auxilkarion
e husman industey™ appoiled also 1o the poct's Imaginuion, as witness
Esasenus Daswin's Botawic Gardew, T, ¥iL:

“Preaa'd by the pond'rous i, the pivion falh

Resbatdess, seriding theough its ircn walls;

Quick moves the halenc'd beam of giant binh,

Wields his large linbs, and nodding shakes the carth.*
Engines 'mm:lmwllfﬂ:ﬂdlbﬂhﬂ rendered that aseful
article very dewr.”” The average price was 174, 6d. 8 ron, 31 moted in Aston's
Hﬁﬁrﬂfﬂﬂtfmﬂ%frm*h:h&lhﬂpﬂdﬂlhﬂmm
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denomination, from whom no test, or confession of faith, will
be required.”

That last sentence went to the root of the matter, marking
the essential principle on which the Academy was to be
established. Its dedication was “To Truth, to Liberty, to
Religion,” as Dr. Barnes declared in his opening public
address, at the beginning of the first session.

Harrison's inaugural sermon had been no less emphatic
in its vindication of the Nonconformists® right to spiritual
freedom in pulpit and college. Their conviction, he declared,
was “‘that Christ is the only king in his Chuech and permits
no one to share in his authority. That no profession, rank
or number of men has dominion over the conscience.”

Barnies, in his address, pressed the argument home :—

It is of unspeakable importance to the interests of religion that
those who ate to be the assertors of its truth, the guardians of
its puarity, and, under God, the instruments of it power, shall
feel its noblest influence upon themselves, that they shall study
its doctrines free from the control of human decision and
suthority, and that they shall with all simplicity follow wherever
truth and reason point the way."

Having reminded the supporers of the Academy of what
their fathers had achieved in the cause of freedom, he went

O S=

“Educated in the principles of liberty, civil and religious, and
deeming those principles cssential to every higher interest of
man, you have wished to form a seminary of BEducation, which
shall breathe the same spirit, and which shall thus serve, in the
most effectual manner, the cause of truth and goodness. Hence
you have formed your institution upon the most lberal and
generoas basis, guarded by no jealous subscriptions, and open
without suspicion or fear to all who wish to enjoy the advan-
tages of science unfettered and free. You regard it as your duty,
you demand it as your birthright, you glocy in it as your privi-
lege, to judge for yourselves on every subject of science, and
above all of Religion, and to act according to your own con-
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victions ; you consider the Great Head of the Christian Church
as the sole lawgiver and judge of men; you appesl to his word,
ay the oaly infallible standard of divine truth; and you worship
the Father of spirits according to the dictates of your own
conscience. . . . Yours is not the cause of any party. You rank
yourselves under no distinguishing pame, The liberty which
you claim for yourselves you extend with equal latirade to
others, The barden to which you will not submit you will never
impaose, You plead for the equal, universal dominion of reason,
of conscence, and of truth, To these great interests alone you
consecrate this serainary, I these be promoted, your first, your
highest hope will be secomplished.”

And this was his final word :—

“You are erccting 2 Temple, on the front of which you will
inscribe no name of any distinguished human leader, either in
science or theology. You will dedicate it “to Tavrn ! to Linexry]
to REvigion |’ When you turn your eves towards it, you will
breathe forth the dying Patriot's fervent aspimstion (Erte
Perpatna ). You will pray that it may fourish, with increasing
honwour, to many furure gencrations. Nor will you confine your
good wishes to this Seminary : you will alio pray that the sacred
cause to which it is devoted may extend its influence abroad
with glosious success ; and that the holy light of truth, of resson,
and of righteousness, may shine over all the nations of the carth
with growing lusire, even to meridian day."”

The Address was given in the Cross Street Chapel Room,
on the morning of Thursday, Scptember 14th, and subse-
quently published, topether with Harrison’s sermon and
an appendix, reproducing the firse printed record of the
foundation meeting in February (of which two thousand

-Thzmﬂdmmﬂlﬂhluhuhtﬂ-pdltmmﬂuphuﬂmm
ana it was 1o ondered by the Commines st their meeting on

mummmdqhwldhAMmﬂudhﬁﬂrMh
i:-g'-uqu:l-lrmbtr 1ath, annoanseed the “Public Ommdon,” "at Eleven o'cock
in the Chapel." iuknrrqumudnhuﬂhnmdfﬂﬁth to **DHne ogether
st ibe Hotel in Exchange Street, o0 the e day st Thiee o'elock™ (Thoemas
Peoter apd John Birch, Stewards), In the Chapel Room tbe work of the
.ﬂﬂd:ﬁrh:pn,-hlhmmhmldmpmahlqﬁtm weit in courig of

Erection.
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copies had been issued), a later circular with further par-
ticulars as to proposed courses of study and Academy
regulations, and a first list of benefactions and anoual
subscriptions.t

To the opening declanation of February 22nd, 2 statement
is added of reasons for the new foundation and a number
of resolutions settling the constitution under which the
Academy is to be governed. As reasons for the “expediency,
and even necessity,” of the new foundation it was urged
that there was “no place of education for youth, on the
liberal and extensive plan proposed” within more than a
hundred miles of Manchester, and that “the great popalous-
ness of this vicinage, the opulence of its inhabitants, the
number and respectability of the Dissenters and the in-
creasing taste for learning, insure both adequate support
and a constant succession of pupils”; and further, “that the
town is remarkable for a well-regulated police, and for
a serious attention to the duties of public worship; and
that the industry, ingenuity and enterprising spirit which
chasacterize the people cannot fail to influence by example,
and may carch the minds of youth by a sccret and powerful
sympathy.”

As regards constitution: the body of Trustees, as at
Warrington, was to consist of benefactors of twenty
guincas and upwards and annual subsceibers of two guineas
and upwards, An Executive Committee, chairman and
twenty other members, including treasurer and secretary,
was to be clected from year to year from among their
number, at the annual meeting of Trustees. The internal
government of the Academy was to be vested in Bames and

t The greater number of donors and nsbeceibers in this fint Bat belonged
natarally to Manchester, bat there were otbiers From afl pants of the eoustry,
from Loadan, Briseel, Morwich, Birmingkam, Lelcester, Derby,
Sheffichl, Wakefield, Doncaster, Chesier, Stockport, Alrincham, wq.:-nm
tan, Liverpoal, Bdu:-u,l!u:-_r Cromon, Chowbent, R-:-:hdtltmd.tbmh;r.
amang the rest Josiah Wedgwood of Etruria, The dosatbors amourrted o
a1, the promised snsual subsesipions to [a4) 1as,
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Harrison, the two appointed tutors. The final resolution in
the matter of “constitutions and regulations” provided that
these “shall not be altered but by & majority of votes, taken
by ballot at an annual meeting of Trustees, and thar after
the experience of three years they shall undergo a due
revisal and then be established in a Code of Laws not
alterable but by the votes of three-fourths of the Trustees,
present at their annual meeting.”

There is, however, no record of any such revisal having
taken place, and there is no original trust deed. The trusts
on which the buildings and permanent fund of the College
are held are therefore primarily to be inferred from the
intention of the original founders, recorded in the statement
of February 2z, 1786,

The final resolution on that occasion embodied a pious
aspiration =
“That this assembly highly approves of the proposed establish-
ment of an Academy in the neighbourhood of Loadon.t They
carnently wish, in the spirit of true catholicism, that a mational
#eal for evil and religious liberty may be kindled, and the

sacred light of knowledge and truth diffused over the face of
the whole earth,”

The second circular announced the programme of studies
to be pursued in a five years' course for Divinity students
and shorter courses for others. The subjects assigned to Dr.
Barnes were Hebrew, Logic, Ontology and Pneumatology,
Ethics and the elements of Jurisprudence; the Evidences,
Doctrines and Precepts of Christianity, Ecclesiastical His-
tory, Jewish Antiquitics and the duties of the Pastoral
Charge.

“Through the preatest part of this course particular attention
will be paid to Scriprure Criticism, and to the composition and
delivery of sermons. For this purpose the students will be
employed, every week, in analysing the best printed seemons, in

" CE p e

THE FIRST MANCHESTER FERICD 61

ng schemes of their own upon subjects proposed by

their Tutor, and in Elocution, Whilse thes engaged, they will
enjoy opportunities of attendance on the other Professors, for
the scquisition of the several branches of science essential 1o a
Liberal Educarion.”
Harrison, as “Professor of the Classics and Polite Litera-
ture,” would teach Latin and Greek, and “illustrate his
lectures with observations on the History, Mythology,
Manners and Philosophy of the Ancients.” In the matter of
Polite Literature a course of lectures each session would
deal with various subjects, “namely, the Theory of Language,
particulasly the English, Oratory, Criticism, Composition,
History and Geography.” A third professor was to be
appointed for Mathematics and MNatural Philosophy, and
students would have further opportunities in courses in
connection with the College of Ans and Sciences, on
Chemistry, Anatomy and Physiology.

As regards discipline in the Academy, the [ollowing rules
were announced :—

*No student shall be allowed to be out of his lodgings, without
leave from the Conductors of the Academy, after ten o'clock.

“No student shall be permitted to ride out of town, or to be
in & Tavern or Inn, withour leave from Dr Barnes or Mr.
mﬁmm' hall be strictly prohibited

“All of chance s ¥ :

“Tt shall be earnestly recommended to the students, to use
great plainness in dress, and in expenses. And it is

that Parents and Guardians will second so imporant an

advice by their allowances and influence. e

“Every student, except where an exemption is particularly
requested by their friends, shall, when the public buildings are
completed, regularly attend moming and evening prayers at
the Academy.”

The Academy buildings, erected during the first year, have
long since disappeared, and the scene can only be pictured
in imagination. The necessary land was obtained from the
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Trustees of the Cross Street Chapel, on ¢ plot between
what is now Cooper Street, at the back of the Town Hall and
Mosley Streer,” “the most elegant and retired street of the
place,” as John Dalton deseribed it a few years later. It
was near to that open space on the outskirts of the town
where St. Peter’s Church was then about to bhe built and
which in 1819 was the scene of the tragedy of Peterloo.?
The buildings consisted of a central block, in which was
the Common Hall, with library and lecture rooms, and on
either side a house for tutors and students, One of these
was nocupied by Dr. Barnes during his years of service in
the Academy, after which he moved into Faulkner Street.
The annual meeting of Trustees in 1787 was still held
in the Cross Strect Chapel Room, but next year in the
Academy.

The record of this first Manchester period is not so
complete or clear as one would wish. The beginning was
full of bope, and during the first eleven years under Dr,
Barnes there were altogether one hundred and thirty-five
students enrolled, of whom twenty were destined for the
ministry, and four of these definitely for the Church. A
prospecius of 1798 repeats the essential principle of the
Academy :—

“This Seminary is open to young men of cvery religions de-
nominstion and exempt from political distinetions or doctrinal
subscriptions, Parents and guardians may be assured that a
serupulous regand will be paid to their direction respecting the
¢ Micaley Strect ag that time had “‘many fine houses, sesbdences. of the rich,"
and there aleo in 1789 & new Unitarian Chapel was bulle, reprosenting &
different type of thesght from the Adaniam of Dy, Darees, A wcondd Inde-
pendert Chape] hed been bl i 2388, the your of o funker enlasgeencal of
Crows Street Chapel. Onfiord Srzece at that time did not exist, De Cralncey's
father, whso died in 179, when the boy was only scven, had inken his femily
m"ﬁmhr."-:mr,&um:uﬂk out of Lo, the felds which
alfteresmls botame Greonbeys. Percival was De ' \

| Commemarating the Conterary of Peterloo, the e Cwardian o
Augeit p2, 1909, repreduced an old pring of the sere of the ™ masace,”
Ba. Perer's Chaupch wn to the lefi oot of the pictare,
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plazes of public worship to be attended by the students. Seats
will be provided for the purpose both in the Established Church
and in the Disscating Chapels.”
Of the cighty-cight students destined for “commerce” a
considerable number were resident in Manchester. There
were twelve students of Law and eleven of Medicine, Of
the Divinity Students, Edward Higginson, entered in 1791,
and John Grundy, in 1797, were among those who attained
distinction in after-life. It was in Higginson's house, then
minister at Derby, that James Martincau was living,
when in 182z his decision was made to abandon his
chosen profession as engincer and devote his life to the
ministey.

For the first year Barnes and Harrison undertook the
whole work of the Academy. A third tutor for Mathe-
matics was added in 1787, in the person of Thomas Davies
(1736-1811), a student of the Carmarthen Preshyterian
College, who remained for two years and then went as
minister to Walmsley, He was succeeded at the Academy by
T, Nicholls until 1793, when John Dalton was appointed. In
the prospectus of August, 1798, of the “Academical Institu-
ton or New College at Manchestes™ Dalton’s subjects are
set down as incleding, with Mathematics and Geography,
Natural Philosophy and Chemistzy, theoretical and experi-
mental. It is a memory to be recalled with peculiar satis-
faction that for seven years the College had the services of
this eminent man of science, A native of Cumberland, a
member of the Society of Friends, born in 1766, Dalton
had been teaching for some years in a school at Kendal
when he received the Manchester appointment. That was
the year, 1793, of his first publication, Meteorviogival Obrerva-
tions amd Ersays, and a year after resigning his tutorship he
published papers on The Constitation of Mixed Gaser and
The Expansion of Gases by Heat. His greatest achievement
in the formulation of the Atomic Theory came later, as did
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the honours of his F.R.S, and Oxford D.CL. Manchester
was his home to the end, and for many years after serving
as secretary he was president of the Literary and Philo-
sophical Society, He lived to be nearly seventy-eight and
died in July, 1844.

We are fortunate in having a letter of Dalton's, written
during his first scssion at the Academy, to his cousin Elihu
Robinson of Eaglesfield, near Cockermouth (his own native
place). The letter dated from Manchester in February, 1704,
furnishes a welcome picture of the Academy and the con-
ditions under which Dalton's work was done :—

“"Our Academy is a large and elegant building in the most elegant
and retired street of the place; it consists of & front and two
wings; the first floor of the front is the hall where most of the
business is done; over it is a Library with about cight thousand
volumes; over this are two rooms, onc of which is mine; it
s about cight yards by six, and above three high, has two
windows and a fireplace, is handsomely papered, light, airy and
retived; whether it is that philosophers like to approach as near
to the Stars as they can, or that they choose to socar above the
vulgar into a purer segion of the atmosphere, I know not; but
my apartment is full ten yards above the surfice of the earth.
One of the wings is occupied by Dr. Barnes's family, be is cne
of the wutoss, and superintendent of the Seminary; the other is
occupicd by a family who mansge the boarding and seventeen
In-students with two tutors, each individual baving a scparate
room, ete. Our Out-students from the town and neighbourhaod
at present amount to nine, which is 33 great a number as has
been tince the institution; they ase of all religious profiessions ;
one friend’s son from the town has entered since [ came. The
tutors arc all Dissenters. Terms for In-students forty guiness
per scssion (ren months): Out-students twelve guiness. Two
tutors and the In-students all dine, etc,, together in a room on
purpose: we breakfast on tea at 8§, dine at 5}, drink rea at §
and sup at 8} ; we fare a5 well as it is possible for anyone to do.
At a small extra expense we can have any friend to dine, etc.,
with us in our respective rooms. My official department of tutor
oaly requires my awendance upon the students twenty-one
hours in the week; but I find it often expedient to prepare my
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lectures previously. There is in this town a large Ubrary,! fur-
nished with the best books in every art, science and languoage,
which is open to all, gratis; when thoa art apprised of this and
such-like circumstances, when thou considerest me in my private
apartment, undistarbed, having a good fire and a philosophical
apparatus around me, thou wilt be able to form an opinion of
whether 1 spend my time in slothful inactivity of body and
mind, The watchword for my retiring to rest is—"past twelve
o'clock, cloudy morning.” ™

When Dalton came to Manchester, Harrison had already
relingquished his work as Classical tutor, having resigned
in 178g on grounds of health, His interest in the Academy,
however, remained unabated, and his name appears more
than once in the following years as a member of the Com-
mittee. The new arrangement was that Dr. Barnes should
be responsible for the teaching of Harrison's subjects in
addition to his own, but engage an assistant Classical tutor.
So it was that in 1790 Lewis Loyd (1767-1858) undertook
the work, being at the same time minister at Dob Lane.
He had come up from Wales in the previous year as a
Divinity student, after completing his course at the Presby-
terian College, then at Swansea, For two years he taught
in the Academy ; then in 1792 he married the sister of Samuel
and William Jones, was taken into partnership inL thc.i'r
Manchester bank, and scttled as their representative in
London. His only son, 2 well-known authority on banking
and finance, became Lord Overstone,

As Classical tutor at the Academy Loyd was succeeded
by William Stevenson (1772-1829), 8 native of Berwick-on-
Tweed, who remained for four years and under the influence
of Dr, Barnes became an Arian. In later life he was Keeper
of the Records of the Treasury in London, and his daughter
Elizabeth (of Crenford fame), born at Chelsea in 1810, was
¥ The Chetham Libienry, the valise of which bad already been recognised by

m&ﬂ.mﬂim’nm“w;ﬂfmﬂ#

Chatlion's in Maschenter, CF. p. a7.
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also destined to be closely associated with the College, in
the second Manchester period, as the wife of William
Gaskell.

When Stevenson left in 1796 the whole burden of the
teaching, with the exception of Dalton's subjects, fell on
Dr. Barnes, and in May, 1797, he sent in his resignation, but
with the intimation that he would be willing to carry on
the work until June, 1798—which in fact he did. There
are indications that some years carlier he had fele the
responsibility and difficultics of the situation so great that
he was anxious to withdraw; but now, in resigning, he
addressed the following letter to the Trustees :—

“I should do viclence to the feelings which rise at this moment
if I did not offer, in the strongest language I could find, my
warmest and most grateful scknowledgments for all the kindness
and support which 1 have experienced since the first establish-
ment of this Academy. I shall retire, if Providence spare my life
to that time, with a stnse of your goodness, which nothing,
I trust, will ever be able to efface. With every sentiment of
ardent gratitade and of affectionate esteem, I rermain, Gentlemen,
your most obliged and most obedient servant, Tuo, Bannes,”

To find a successor willing as Divinity tutor to undertake
the responsibility of the Academy was a task for the Com-
mittee of no little difficalty. The confidence and hope of
the first years would scem to have been waning, and the
trouble was no doubt aggravated by the failure of Hackney
College, which was closed in 1796, At an adjourned meeting
of Trusices, July 12, 1797, it was, however, decided that
the Academy should be carried on, and Dalton, as Mathe-
atical tutor, was informed of the decision “with the
assurance of the respectful attachment of the Trustees and
of their perfect satisfaction in his services.”

The invitation to succeed Barnes as Divinity tutor was
sent successively to William Turner of Newcastle, Thomas
Belsham of Hackney, Charles Wellbeloved of York,
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Timothy Kenrick of Excter and Joseph Bretland, also of
Exeter, and in each case declined.

Finally George Walker, F.R.S., minister of the High
Pavement Chapel, Nottingham, accepted, and on his
recommendation Charles Sanders, a young Church of
England clergyman, was appointed Classical tutor.! Walker's
experience in this new undenaking was in some respects

unhappily parallel to that of Dr. Taylor at Warrington: a
man of high charmscter and assured reputation, already
advanced in years, moved by a strong sense of duty to
give up a position of great influence in the ministry to
devaote himself to a task judged to be of paramount impor-
tance—but then, too soon, finding insupenable difficultics,
which brought upon him bitter disappointment and sense
of failure. Death eame to Taylor with merciful, sudden
release ; Walker, after five years of devoted effort, retired in
failing health, which left him only a short remaining span
of life before the end,

1 In eonsecrlon with this appointment 8 resohution was passed st & special

thﬂmulmm]mﬂ,lml,r'hddlil.-u{in-l_:r:!ll:ﬂrlﬂm
phasis on the fousdstion principle of the College, and is significast of the
temper of the times i—

“It is the opinion of the Coenmittee that as this Instimtion is founded on
the mest liberal and catholic principles and designed to furnish mition to all
young men who will conform eo jis regulations and discipline, witkout dis-
tinction of politieal parcy or religioos pervaasion, the Troseees cen have
no objection to ke appointment of a dergyman educated in the Chusch of
England to the Clissleal professonhip, peovided be engage to fegand irea his
duty not to apposs o 10 intedere with the instrctions of the profcaser of
Thealogy. Bt in coefaemity with the liberal eosatitution of the New Cal-
lege, the Committee arc dorply soficitoss that no averne should be opened,
especially in these critical and nurbulent times, 1o knclic stadents to contro-
versies in religicn or dispuses in pelitics. In the chaies therefors of o clanizal
unwine, they are anvicas to pay serupulous regard, not only to his taleots,
tente and erudizion, bt to the modeestion of his mind, to the disceetion of
bix condact, asd to his exemption froen polemic real, cither = it relates to
govemnment o bo thealogy. The Comsmlizes rrmuug_lhq_m I_uv: eeceived
fram Mr, Walker the follest information on these points in which his foture
Entercat and a3 well as the nfthh&mnlq,mknwlmd:

in his o sk Rev, Banders, B, A, (lase of Quecni
m idge), to eome down for an imerview s o candidate.™
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George Walker was born about 1735 at Newcastle-on-
Tyne, and was thus a comtemporary of Priestley, his
junior by hardly two years, and more than ten years older
than Barnes and Harrison. His boyhood, from his tenth
year, was spent at Darham, under the care of his uncle,
Thomas Walker, who in 1748 moved to Leeds, as minister
of Mill Hill Chapel. After a college course, first under Caleb
Rotheram at Kendal and then successively at Edinburgh
and Glasgow, George Walker began his ministry in 1757
in his uncle’s old pupit at Durham, removing in 1761 to
Yarmouth, Two years as Mathematical tutor at Warrington
followed, as already noted,’ and he had been for twenty-
four years minister at Nottingham when he accepted the
call to Manchester. He was widely known thronghout the
country a$ 2 leading Nonconformist, an ardent advocate
of civil and religious liberty. He had tken prominent part
in the agitation for repeal of the Test Acts, and his “Dis-
senters’ Plea™ was recognized by Charles James Fox as the
ablest statement of the case that had yet appeared. In 1790
he published rwo volumes of Sermenr o Farionr Oveasions.?
Several of these were on National oceasions, in the troubled
time of the French Revolution and the War with America,
and he spoke out boldly as an advocate of peace, whose
patriotism could not be allowed to warp his sense of jus-
tice. In 1791 it was he whe drew up the Address of the
ministers of Nottingham and Derby of all denominations
to Pricstley, after the Birmingham riots, Gilbert Wakefield,

! O, p 4.
* O & secomd edition of these Sermons, with two more volumes added, be
wal engaged ut ehe rime of kiy death in t8c7. Two further vobames of Encayr
o Barianr Swbierty appenred in plog, with a memoir of the Avibor by kis
#ef, The foenh vﬂunud'lkkrmumuhu-lhtm"ﬂutbumght
of Individual Jedgment in Religion,” preached ar Chowbent in 1800, At
the Anesual Previscia Meselng of the Ministers of the Presbytedian Per.
sumsion,'” It is the viterance of & clesrqghted, eament mosal teacher, of
ratiosal plety, convineed of the sbmpliclry of the Chelsdan Gospel, Theo-
Walker had mo¢ followed Pricsdey in his scecpranee of the Socinlan
scheme, but held with matisfiod conviction to s rempened Arfanbim.™
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who had known Walker at Nottingham after the short
term of his Warrington tutorship, wrote of him in his
Memoirs : “This gentleman, take him for all in all, possessed
the greatest variety of knowledge, with the most masculine
understanding, of any men I ever knew. He is, in particular,
a mathematician of singulas accomplishment.” Such was
the man who came to Manchester in his sixty-third year to
undertake the responsible charge of the Academy. The
Prospectus of 1798 thus announced Walkes’s subjects, as
Professor of Theology :—

“Logic and Metaphysics, Ethics or Moral Philosophy, includi
tht;us:inﬁplu. thr::r:::urd histary of Civil Eu-:'n:t:;. to ﬂ':j:‘;l
will be annexed a view of the laws and constimution of Great
Britain. Matoral and Revealed Religion; comprehending their
history and evidences, Critical Lectures on the New Testament.
Composition. Superintendent of Academical Disputations and
aof exercises in Elocution."

With him at first were Sanders and Dalton in their respec-
tive subjects, and a note is added that “Provision will also
be made for tuition in French, Italian, German, and also for
subordinate accomplishments of music, drawing, etc.” How
far the scheme of work was put into practice we cannot tell,
for the record is too scanty and just in those years even the
roll of students fails as a source of information, beginning
again only after the removal to York.

Sanders remained only for the one session, and was suc-
ceeded as Classical tutor by William Johns {177:1-1845),
but he also for only onc year. Johns was the son of a Pem-
brokeshire farmer and had been minister at Gloucester and
Totnes before coming North, Subsequently he carried on a
school in Manchester, preaching also to small congrega-
tions in the ncighbourhood. From 1804 to 1830 Dalton,
who was unmarried, lived in his house, and for some
years they were joint secretaries of the Litcrary and Philo-
sophical Society, until Dalton became president. Johns
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wtote much on theological subjects, and from 1832 to 1839
was joint-editor with John Relly Beard of the Christian
Teacher.

In June, 1800, Dalton and Johns both retired from the
Academy and from that time the whole burden of the
work fell upon the Divinity tutor. Having received the two
resignations the Trustees decided before the end of the
session, at a special meeting on May 15th, that “better to
curtail for the present the scope of the institution” no more
appointments should be made, and Walker should remain
sole tutor to the Divinity students, “with permission to
take a few lay students, if it does not interfere with the
care for the others.” For two years he bore the burden and
then resigned, for the end of the session in June, 1803. The
resignation was accepted with great regret, but it was deter-
mined in October, 1802, and confirmed at the Annual
Meeting of Trustees in March, 1803, that the funds of the
institution should still be used “for the education of young
men for the sacred ministry among Protestant Dissenters.”
Then the question arose, Where this could best be done?
And the result was the removal of the College to York.
Walker continued for some time after his retirement to live
in Manchester and on Dr, Percival’s death in 1804 became
president of the Literary and Philosophical Society; but
in the following year he moved to Wavertree, near Liver-
pool, and on a visit to London in connection with the
publication of his sermons died at the house of a former
pupil, on April 21, 1807. Barnes and Harrison were then
still the ministers at Cross Street until their death three
years later.

CHAPTER VI

MANCHESTER COLLEGE, YORK
1803-1840

For thirty-seven years the work of the College was carried
on at Yotk under the direction of Charles Wellbeloved,
minister of the St. Saviourgate Chapel, who was Divinity
tutor for the whole of that time. He was thirty-four when
he took up the work and seventy-one when he laid it down
—a longer term of service than that of any teacher in our
line of Academies up to that time, and since exceeded only
by Kenrick, Martineau and Carpenter. It was a notable
period in the history of the College, which carried it
through some anxious years to a position of assured
stability, not only in the matter of finance, but even more
in the confidence and loyal support of the religious com-
munity of Liberal Dissent, to the service of which it was
primarily devoted.

One strong reason which had led Wellbeloved to decline
the invitation of 1797 to succeed Barnes at Manchester was
the absence of any permanent fund which would give
some security of outlook to the work; but very soon after
the removal to York a beginning was made towards the
remedying of that defect. The College property in Man-
chester remained a modest source of income. The land and
buildings were valued in 1803 at f£4,000, to which the
process of time brought such increment that in 1861 the
property was sold for £14,025. In 1808 Samuel Jones, the
generous benefactor of the Trust which bears his name,
gave L1oo for the beginning of a2 permanent fund, to which
other friends immediately made additions, and two years
later the York property was acquired for the housing
of the College. It was not long before the needed sum of
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£3,140 had been raised by special donations from a number
of friends. Then in 1824 a substantial property near Kirkby
Moorside, between Helmsley and Pickering, was bought
for fo,000.0 So the foundations were laid of that ample
endowment now enjoyed by the College at Oxford.

At the same time confidence in the future of the College
was as surely established by the personal service and
influence, not only of its teachers, but of the group of
men most closely engaged in the management of its
affairs, Wellbcloved's letter accepting the office of tutor
wis addressed to Ottiwell Wood, treasurer at that time
and one of the original trustees of the College, whose son
Samuel was later a student for the mintstry. With him on
the Committee, as Chairman and also sometime treasurer,
was Thomas Robinson, another original Trustee, whose son
Thomas Henry was the first to be enrolled as a lay student
at York and afterwards served as secretary until his death in
1821, while another son, Samuel,? a school friend of John
James Tayler, also a York student, was president 1867-71.

Another influential friend was William Wood, of Mill Hill
Chapel, Leeds, Pricstley’s successor in that pulpit, whose
son George William Wood, M.P. for South Lancashire and
afterwards for Kendal, was treasurer from r808 till his
death in 1843, 2 man to whom for his business capacity,
high principle and personal influence the College was
immeasurably indebted.d As treasurer he was succeeded by
his son William Rayner Wood, a York student, while in the
" This property, the Lingmoor Fame and Oxclose Farm, in the face of
falling walues, was sold in sgor for {3,000, and ibe College buildings kn
Yok bhad w go for D1,500 In 18g0; bt these losses weee far les tban the
gian on the sale of the origing Manchester peopesty,

v Sxmoe] Robieson, 8 business man of gress benevolence, had also some
15teswry disrimrrion as suthor of ke first rraealabon into Fnglish of Schiller's
Fillelwr Tell ol & srodent of Pemban poetry, rambsions from which sre
ineluded in hix Essays on the subject.

1 It was while on & wisit to the Wonds ar Plan, Manchesser, En the sumener

of 18eh tkar Welbeloved sar for kis pontewic by Lonsdale, & moch finer pee-
sentment of the man of fifty-seven than the well-kngwn peint of It saggesns.
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fourth generation George William Rayner Wood carried on
the family tradition of loyal service to the College until his
death in 1926, William Wood had been a friend of Well-
beloved since the beginning of his ministry at York and
was intimately concerned in his appointment to the College.
As himself the first appointed Visitor he was in close touch
with the work, and as an elder friend of Wellbeloved one
of his chicf encouragers, until his death in 1808, From that
year until 1840, the end of the York period, and for years
after that, William Turner, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, held the
office of Visitor. Born in 1761, the son! of an carlier William
Turner for many years minister at Wakeficld, a friend of
Theophilus Lindsey, he had been a Warrington student,
and his son, the third of that name, was first a student and
then tutor at York, His own life extended beyvond that of
his son, covering indeed the whole of the second period of
the College in Manchester, where he died in 1839, in the
home of his daughter, the wife of John Gooch Robberds,
another York student, minister of Cross Street Chapel. It
is with the College at York, as with his long ministry at
Newceastle, that his memory is chiefly and most gratefully
associated,

Supported by the sympathy and counsel of such men as
these, Charles Wellbeloved entered upon his new work as
College tutor. It was cleven years since his sertlement at
York, as assistant to Newcome Cappe, and three years since
he had been in sole charge of the St Sﬂiuu:glm congrega-
tion.? Soon after his marriage to Ann Kinder, in 1793, he

¢ His grascifatber Jobn Tuemer (0685=1747) had been o student of Jemes
Coningham's in the fims Manchester Academy. The elder William Tumer
{r714-1754) wan & pupil of Lacham® st Findern.

* As w matter of facz the whole roxponaibility for the pulpit had from the
first fallen on bim, a8 Cappe bad sufered an atinch of paralysis before he
camne, snd never preacked again. From 1796 to 1858 the minisry of these
mu&hmwuwﬂ;mdmnhmnmmm“h:f
when Wellbeloved scttled st Vork was cie, of which only ffo fell to his
share. Hence the necessity of taking pespils 43 an additional source of income.


















By A HISTORY OF MANCHESTER COLLEGE

The village preaching episode throws an interesting light
on the life of the College at thae time. The quarto sheet of
letter paper on which the students’ petition was written,
cndorsed on the back by Kenarick “Missionary Project,” is
still to be seen in the College library. It is undated, but
belongs in all probability to the auteman of 1822, The writing
seems to be J. R. Beard's, whose signature follows that of
J- H. Ryland, the senior student, and is followed by those
of W. 5. Brown, Edward Tagart, J. H. Worthington,
F. Howorth, George Lee, Edward Talbot and James Mar-
tincau. The petition opens with an acknowledgment of the
students” sense of the importance of good elocution and
readiness in extempore speaking, which they feel cannot
be sufficiently acquired by college teaching and practice
in private. They beg therefore to be allowed to go out as
missionary preachers to the villages within reach of York,
many of which “are very inadequately instructed in things
which rclate to their eternal peace, certainly the majority
utterly ignorant of the truths of genuine and unadulterated
Christianity.” To such work they arc eager to devote
themselves. They instance the suceess of Methodist village
and ficld preaching, and while critical of certain aspects of
it, feel that "under due regulations a similar plan might be
useful in propagating those principles which are considered
to be pre-eminently honourable to the Deity, and advan-
tageous to man."

The petition was not refused, for though the tutors were
: .
e M b e
are by . V. Semith in 1840, It appears from o note in Sepiember, 1iey, that
the Society bad then been established for three yeass. On Sundsy, April 3,
1814, Martincan and Worthington went o Wellwm and began a Susday
School there. In the session yErg-26 Mastisean wan treasiorer of the
Socicty, and In his bag sexslon, seeretary. He records o mecting on Scpeem-
ber 28, 1826, when Wellbeloved informed the membens of regulations to be
obizrved, inclading one that no whedent should presch before hin fourth

year. The mare friendly attinede of the tutor towards thelz work, thaen ag
the beginning, is noted.
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very doubtful of any advantage to be gained by what they
reparded as premature efforts of public ministey on the part
of the students, the College Committee was clearly sym-
pathetic and encouraged the effort. The Annual Report of
1824 speaks with great satisfaction of the preaching of the
students at various neighbouring chapels of Unitarian
Baptists, of the Sunday Scheol work at Welbum, and the
need of a chapel there; and in the following Januvary, on
the application of Edward Tagart, a grant of £10 was made
to the College Missionary Society.,

Martinean, looking back over a period of seventy years,
spoke of the gain to his own religious life of those “early
exercises of pulpit duty, which were mther reluctantly per-
mitted by our College tutors,™ and in his own administra-
tion of the College in after years he habitually encouraged
the students to undertake such work, His Biographical
Memoranda of 1877 furnish fuller reminiseences of what
he and his fellow-students did at York.

“They [“the most assiduous™ students, impelled “'to escape, at
least on Sundays, into a higher region of activity and affection]
allied themselves with o venerable man of remarkable force of
intellect and character, who for half his life had toiled as an
artisan and preached as an apostle and now, in his old age,
needed help in sustaining the village congregations which he
had formed. A College Missionary Socicty supplied John
Mason with a band of youthful coadjutors, and expended our
pent-up zeal in labours which transported us from books to
life. In the village of Welburn, almost ar the gates of Castle
Howard, the society to which we preached so increased that no
room was large enough to hold it; and the students managed,
during one of their vacations, to collect the means of building
a small chapel. Fancying that my eaginesring experience ?muld
enable me to construct anything, they insisted on my acting as
architect, and it devolved upon me to draw the plans, and ride
over periadically to superimend the work. On one of these
visits 1 met Sydney Smith on the ground, loocking at the rising

* In s beteer to G. B. Dalby, geeted in Carpenter’s famer Mariinea, p. 40
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walls. He was incambent of the parish, and could not regasd
a new conventicle with favour. On my saying, in the endeavour
to parey his good-natured grumbling, thar without the chapel
the people for whom it was meant would go nowhere, he
replied ; “Well, well, it is a pity they won't all come to me; but
s0 long as you only gather and tame my refractary parishioners,
1 shall look uwpon yoa as my curates, to get the people ready
for me." "™

A similar good-natured protest Sydney Smith made in a
note to Wellbeloved, with whom he was on terms of friendly
intercourse ;—

*Your Unitarian preachers have stolen away four of my congre-
gation, who had withstood Ranters and Methodises, 1 shall
make reprisals, and open a chapel near the Caollege; but ir shall
be a generous and polite warfare—such as is the duty, not the
disgrace of a Christian divine,"s

It was not coly the College Committee that encouraged the
students in these missionary efforts. They had the warm
sympathy of the elder William Turner, who in his anoual
addresses as Visitor repeatedly urged upon them the need
for greater carc and constant exercise in the matter of
elocution, for distinct, simple, direct and forcible speaking,
while at the same time dwelling upon the essential nature
of their work as ministers of the Gospel. He made a great
point of the use in preaching of Scriptural language, and of
& preference for words of Saxon rather than of Greek or
Latin origin, and pleaded with them for an unaffected sim-
plicity of manner and such preaching as simple folk would
understand.

' Life and Letiers of James Martineas, Vol. I. p. 35. CF also T. H. Gill's
Mesvoirs of Franklia Heserth, p, 13, 8 ktver of Howerth's telling how he and
Martisicas walked 1o Sclby and back, thieny eniles, con Sonday, May 3, 1824,
o take services there, be ia the afteraoon, Maniness [s the evening, peing
back to College at half-past eleven, Alse Russcll Carpenter's Mawair of his
brother Philip, the chapter oa their College life. They were both at Yark
towurds the end of the period there, and took ciger pan in the missionary
preacking. + Mrsoir of I ullbeloved, p. 196,
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Wellbeloved and Kenrick were by no means umaware of
the importance of good elocution for an efficient ministry,
and more than once arranpements were made for special
teaching in the College. Thus in the summer term of 1822
George Bartley spent a month with the students, teaching
elocution, and only a theatrical engagement in London
prevented him from repeating it in the following year.
Already in April, 1813, Kenrick had written to the treasurer
with reference to some complaint as to the students’ defec-
tive elocution t—

“] am far from pretending that everything is done here that
might be done, Unformunately your three tutors, from somewhat
different causes, could teach anything bemer than practical
oratory. Were either of us qualified to instruer them in elocution,
to preside in their debating socictics and give them an :dnd;ntptt
of re ing in ing or summing up the te,
to wm%. :ﬁl’m would be highly beneficial
to the students. 1 should cermainly feel it a duty to make roam
for anyone, who should join this talent with other qualifications
necessary for his office—but where Is he to be found? In the
hope of introducing a better style of composing and manner of
reading prayers we have lately begun to take our tum once a
week in the public prayers with the students. A society too
has been formed for the cultivation of elocution, which meets
once a week—Mr. Tumer [the Mathematical tutor] presides
in it, and I hope it will be of service."

“Yorkists™ had the reputation in after years, and rightly
so, of solid learning. Charles Beard, in his Centenary
Address, quoted a traditional reply of Kenrick to some
question of the students: “The object of this institution,
gentlemen, is not to make preachers, but scholars.” “And
certainly,” Beard added,

“If any genuine preacher, like Thomas Madge, sprang from
York, he owed his persuasive eloquence, as perhaps most
preachers do, rather to his own innate fire, than to any academical
training. At the same time, it should not be forgotten how many
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faithful and zealous ministers of the Gospel found, in those
years at York, the inspiration of a self-devotion which
was their life-long strength: men who, while they eould favour-
ably compare with other religious teschers in the width and
solidity of their theological preparation for their work, were
certainly not behind them in the practical labours which build
up and strengthen a congregation. If they did not leaen these
things at York, York st least sent them out willing and apt to
I-H-l'ﬂlhl:ﬂ-"

John Kenrick’s name stands in the record, with Well-
beloved's, pre-eminent as that of an ideal scholar, The two
men were closely linked together, not only through the
long years of their devotion to the College, but more inti-
mately through Kenrick's marriage, eleven years after his
coming to York, to Wellbeloved's eldest daughter Lactitia,
Their sharing in the commeon sorrow of Mrs. Wellbeloved's
death in the following year, 1822, brought them yet more
closely together.

When he first came to York, Kenrick had no thought of
remaining there, as in fact he did, for the rest of his life,
He had been destined from boyhood for the ministry,
Born at Exeter in 1788, the eldest son of Timothy Kenrick,
minister of the George’s Meeting, he was entered very
early as a student in the Academy for the trining of
ministers, which his father conducted, with his colleague,
Joseph Bretland, from 1799 until 1804.' Timothy Kenrick’s
sudden death in the latter year, at the carly age of forty-five,
brought the Academy also to an end, and the boy was then
placed under the care of John Kentish, minister of the New
Mecting, Birmingham, until in 1807 he went with a Dr.
Williams exhibition to Glasgow. After graduation there,
1 Thus feviving the trwditicn of the carlics Exeter Academy of 176071,
Tﬂiﬂ:ﬂrﬁtﬂhﬂilﬂuﬂ that Er.fmm;;.;]. Llah;ﬁ;:imj. wis sub-
mﬂu'h'lck"lr lmﬂuH.L;.hrdr.mlﬂ. i i:llﬂt ciry, until 181g, Illm?f.'.ﬁ:.l.h'-m' ga

wisit of Wellbeboved and John Kentick to Exeter in the previoes summer,
hnﬁlﬁdhliﬂl.ﬂdmmmm Callege oz York.
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he came, as already stated, in 1810 to York. Long afterwards,
at a gathering of old York students in Manchester, he told
how he had first approached the city, and from the top of
the “Highflies” coach saw in the distance the towers of
the Minster, beautiful in the afternoon sun; but for him at
the moment that beauty had no appeal, because of the
sinking of heart with which he drew near to the place
“where the great trial of his life must be undertaken."* And
on an earlier occasion, in a speech at the Jubilee meeting of
the College in 1836, he confessed what had led him to
gbandon his first intention of remaining only a short time at
York and then secking 2 post of active ministry. In the
College he had very soon recognized, through the growing
support and confidence of the public, and the plans wisely
laid by the Committee and liberally followed out according
to their means, that it offered him an opportunity of accom-
plishing a useful work, “The Church of England," he said,
“has first of all injured Dissenters, and then insulted them
for the inferiority in leamning which is the consequence of
her own injustice.” Shut out from the great resources of the
old universities, he recognized st as an artainable end,

“to give to those who are edvcated for the ministry among us
such a portion of sound and accurate knowledge as should
prevent their being exposed to the imputation that their faith
was the result of their ignornce; and | hoped that by remaining
at Yok, by gradually enlarging the plan of education, and above
all by sticking to the point, I might be instrumental in accom-
plishing this object.”

The final decision to devote himself to that work was made
early in 1819, when Kenrick obtained leave of absence for a
year, to pursue his classical and historical studies abroad.
The winter semester was spent at Gittingen, the summer
semester of 1820 at Berlin, For the session 1819-20 at
Yaork, John James Tayler, who had been for two years at

v Cheintian Rifarmer, 1811, po §85.
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radical and ardent politician who took active part in elec-
tions at York. He served there for twelve years, leaving at
the clase of the session in 1839,

By that time it had become clear that some radical new
departure in College armangements would soon have to
be made. Wellbeloved had passed his seventieth year, and
Kenrick had resigned, a year before Hincks, During the
last three years of the York period he was for the most
part absent, through ill health, and his work was put into
commission. In the session 1837-38, Walter Coupland
Perry, who, after completing his course at the College,
had just taken his Ph.D. at Gottingen, acted as assistant
Classical tutor, and in the following session Frederic
Hornblower, a senior Divinity student, took up the work,
while John Howard Ryland, a fellow-student of Martineau's,
came back to the College, and read Kenrick's History and
Literature lectures. MNext year, after Hincks had gone,
George Vance Smith, a senior student, was appointed to
teach Mathematics and Ryland undertook, not only the
Classical work, but, with his sister’s help, the duties of resi-
dent tutor. In the sutumn of 1840 he moved with the
College to Manchester,

The Jubilee of the foundation of the College had been
celebrated in Manchester in 1836 with some felaf. Services
were held in Cross Street Chapel on Sunday, January a4th,
Kenrick and Martineau being the preachers; and on the
following Wednesday there was a dinner at Hayward's

t Oe leaving York Hincks settled in London, taking pupils and the charge
of Stamiosd Street Chapel. Heo was the Go ediior of the [eperer, 184047,
Afier pome yeur &8 Profewor of Natural Hisbory wt Caren's College, Cork,
I:u:-uuli.n|t”anraum.'wh:ndmhuumEu.mr:lede[ip
tory. Botany wes his chief subject, but be lectured alio on zoclogy. The
mmemasial potice of bis life in the lepsirer, Erpl-rmh'r;u-. i#71, was writien
his som, Thomas Hincks {1818-99), at one time minser of Mill Hill
Leeds, ihe wuthar of well-known hymns and & Fellow of ihe Royal
Ihnm.hl:umiulmnhghl Cf, Dictionary of MNavissal
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Hotel, at which more than two bundred friends of the
College were present. Mark Philips, M.P., was in the chair,
having on his right Wellbeloved, his father, Robert Philips
{of the Park), who was President, and Martineau; on his
left Dr. Shepherd, of Gateacre, George William Wood and
Kearick. Among other ministers present were John James
Tayler, John Hamilton Thom, Charles Wicksteed, John
Relly Beard, Edward Tagart, William Hincks, Samuel
Bache and Robert Wallace, Thankfulness for the past and
confidence in the future marked the whole procesdings.
The Jubilee sermons, Kenrick's on “The Respect due
to Christian Liberty in Religious Eduvcation,” and Mar-
tincau's on “The Demand of the Present Age for an En-
lightened Christian Ministry,” were subsequently published
together. It was the year of Martineau's publication of his
first volume, the six lectures on “The Rationale of Religious
Enquiry : or the Question stated of Reason, the Bible and the
Church.” He was then minister of Paradise Street Chapel,
Liverpool. His feeling towards his old College was
beautifully expressed in the closing words of the Jubilee

ECTMONT j—

“The houss spent in that much-loved retirement, I muse on
with delight : the ideas with which they furnished me arc among
my choicest treasures; and those who imparted these ideas, or
enabled me to find them, live and prow in my most affectionate
veneration. Would that all could enter life throuph such a
vestibule of well-directed years! and life would be to them a
temple of duty, consecrated by cheerful memories, and kindling
with inextinguishable hopes.”

It was two years after this happy celebmtion that the ques-
tion of the future of the College was brought to an issue
by Kenrick's resignation. Martinean was appointed with
John James Tayler to make inquirics of a number of

v CF, Martinesu's Eruny and Addresses, Vol IV. p. 368 The tide in the
eepeine by Need of Cader for the Chrixtian Minivicy.
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was instituted, and the loss of this support was an added
motive towards securing a large independent income for
the College. Welcome, in view of this failure of supplics,
was the first £1,000 benefaction, which came to the College
in 1831 from the estate of Richard Godman Temple, of
Rochampton, who in 1812 had been one of the donors
towards the cost of purchase of the College buildings st
York. It remained a solitary gift on that scale, until legacies
of f1,000 cach were received, in 1867, from James Silver,
of the Isle of Wight, and, in 1873, from William James
Lamport, of Liverpool, and the still greater benefaction of
{9,000 from Miss Humble, of Chester, the last survivor of
an old Nonconformist family, in 1877, Then in the new
century came other thousands, and preatest of all the Arlosh
and Upton benefactions.

The close of the period of the thirny-seven years of the
College at York was marked by an unusually large gathering
of Trustees and old students, for the proceedings at the
end of the session. The annual dinnee, which as in many
previous years was held at Ewridpe’s Hotel, on June 2y,
1840, was made the occasion of a farewell presentation to
Wellbeloved. It was an oceasion notable for the number and
character of those who took part in it, and many others,
who joined in the gift to their old tutor, though wnable to
be present. It was proof, not only of the reverence and
affection in which Wellbeloved was held, but of the high
value also, for the community at large, of what had been
Ead abandoned orthodox belief end become Unitarisn, since such docirine
wneil the passing of Willism Smich’s Act in 1813 was contrasy 1o law, Tt was
Beld In ihe coums thet, whatever cluim 1o the right of progresive thought
they might make, Unktsrian Trustees could ot legally hold or sdmiziner
property under sny trost fiounded by Trinimrians. This, from the moesl
point of view, in the light of the history of the old foundstices of Liken
Dissent, designated in the pleadings as "“Presbytesian,” was o manifest in-
justice, which the Government of the day recognized, and remedied by the
passing of the Dissenters’ Chapels Act of 18a4, It secured the unorthodon
bodders of the old foundations in their right of possession, and the privilege
of the Open Truat.
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achieved by the College at York. The roll of its students
during the period numbered 231, of whom 122 had been
for the ministry and 113 lay students. Among the latter
were many who in after years became leaders in the higher
ranges of commerce and industry, and in public life “men
who, not ashamed of their nonconformity, held the out-
posts of conscientious conviction stoutly, yet in all charity
and courtesy; to whom the principles of civil and religious
liberty were as the very breath of their nostrils; who were
the ardent advocates of every social and palitical reform;
and full of a fine public spirit, showed themselves the salt
of the communities in which they lived."s

The names of several of these have been already men-
tioned. Robert Philips, of Heybridge, who presided at the
dinner, and was later to serve as president of the College,
was & nephew of Robert Philips, of the Park, president at
the time of the Jubilee Celebration, whose son Mark, M.P.
for Manchester, was to serve twice as president, 184246
and 1871-73, and whosz younger son, Robert Needham,
M.P. for Bury, was treasurer, 1854-60. Offley Shore, who
occupied the vice-chair at the dinner, was son and grandson
of the two Samuel Shores of Mereshrock and Norton
Hall, Sheffield, both of whom served as president carly in
the York period. (The younger Samuel was a Warrington
student.) Of the Strutts of Derby and Belper, several of
whom were at York, Edward, afterwards Lord Belper,
was M.P. for Derby and in 1853~34 Chancellor of the Duchy
of Lancaster. Other lay students were William and Edward
Enfield, grandsons of the Warrington tutor, Archibald
Kenrick, first-consin of John, Samuel Ficlden of Todmorden,
John Pemberton Heywood, the Wakefield banker, who was
president, 18y8-6o, and several other Heywoods, Cromp-
tons, Potters, Busks and Pagets. The name of John Paget
is of special interest through his subsequent scttlement in

v Chares Besrd, Comtenary Addre,
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College, as Professor of English History and Literature,
post which he held until the removal of the College to
London. He then became Chairman of the Committee
and in 1859 also Visitor, and held both offices to the end.
In the carly days of Owens College he had taken some part
in the teaching there also, of Logic and Literature, He was
associated from the first with Dr. . R. Beard in the work
of the Unitarian Home Missionary College, founded (25 2
“Board"™) in 1834, and was Principal for the last ten years
of his life.* Two lectures of his on the "Lancashire Dialect”
were appended to the fifth edition of his wife's Mary
Barton.

Two other appointments of 1846 remain to be noted.
Eddowes Bowman (1810-6g) succeeded Newman as
Classical professor for the rest of the Manchester period.
A mative of Mantwich, of an old Nonconformist family, he
had been for some years with George 5. Kenrick, the
resident partner, as sub-manager of the Varteg Iron Works,
Pontypool; and when the works were given up in 1840,
he went to Glasgow to study Classics, and there took his
M.A. After his seven years at the College, he still found
occupation in Manchester as a teacher, and was a devoted
worker at the Lower Mosley Street Schools and ar Upper
Brook Strcet Chapel. He was prominent in the contro-
versy of 1857, presently to be described, as one “sincerely
attached to a revealed and supernatural Christianity,” unable
to follow Tayler and Martineau in their interpretation of
the things of the Spirit.

George Vance Smith (18316-1901), at the age of thirty,
was appointed to succeed Wallace as Professor of Theology

i D¢ MeLachlun, in his bistors of the Hoemne Miulonary College, 1905 [now
the *“Unicarian College, Marsbeeer™), quotes the tribate of Ward, the Maser
of Pereshouse, formery professar at Crwens, 1o Guskell i " tined Eng-
lish scholar and sbed weiner, He alio possessed o marked poctic
giFi, which b chicfty cxesclied in the composition snd transintion frosnchs
German of hymsn and cthes saceed verse"
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and Hebrew, He had been a student in the College, 185641
and in the last year at York, before moving to Manchester,
assistant tutor in Mathematics. He had since held minis-
terial appointments at Bradford and Macclesfield. His
father, George Smith, was a working joiner, and he had
been prepared for College by Charles Wicksteed, then
minister at Mill Hill Chapel, Leeds, who recommended
him very warmly as a student to the Committee, as one who
had been a faithful teacher in his Sunday school, and in
four months had learnt as much Greek as an ordinary boy
at a public school in as many years. The appointment of so
young a man as Professor of Theology and Vice-Principal
was not made without some hesitation. His distinguished
work as @ New Testament scholar was accomplished later.
His connection with the College ended in 1857, when he
went abroad for further study, and next year became Well-
beloved’s assistant and successor as mindster at York. When
Kenrick declined in 1870 to serve, at Dean Stanley’s in-
stance, on the New Testament Revision Committee, Smith
was appointed as the Unitarian member, and in 1871 he
published his Bibde amd Popular Thealogy, a work which went
through several editions, and in 1881 another useful little
book, Textr and Marginr of the Revised New Testament affect-
ing Thealegical Doctrines In carlier years he had done sub-
stantial work on a revised translation of the Old Testament,
in continuation of the undertaking of Wellbeloved's Family
Bible. From 1876 to 1888 he was Principal of the Preby-
terian College, Carmarthen. His later years of retirement
were spent at Bath and Bowdon, where he died, in February,
1oz, The years of his connection as professor with Man-
chester College were not altogether happy. It may have
been a matter largely of temperament, for his scholarly gifis
were undoubted; but he evidently failed to win the con-

t Far a complete et af Dr. Vance Smaih's puHh:l.liuru pee Gondens i
dromary af Natfomal Blagraply article, Supploment, Vel IIL
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1835 was the year also of the famous Liverpool Unitarian
Controversy, when Martineau and Thom and Henry Giles
were called upon to defend their faith against the onslaught
of thineen clergymen of the Church of England, and
proved themselves more than equal to the task.r It was of
Martinean's past in that controversy that Channing wrote,
in June, 1849, to his sister Harriet:—

"You speak of your brother James, Since writing to you, I have
read his lectares; and they seem to me among the noblest
efforts of our times. They have quickened and instructed me.
Indeed, his lectures and Mr, Thom's give me new hope for the
cause of truth in England. Not that I expeet any great immediate
effects; but noble spiritual action in a few is an augury of good
which cannor fail."

To Martineau himself Channing wrote with special appre-
ciation of the lecture on “The Christian View of Momnl
Evil,” rejoicing over his protest against the doctrine of
philesophical necessity :-—

*Mothing for a long time has given me so much pleasare. 1 have
felt that this doctrine, with its natural connexions, was a mill-
stone round the neck of Unirarianism in England. . . . 1 have
always lamented that Dr. Priestley’s authority has fastened this
doctrine on his followers.™

From that time onward Martineau's emancipation was
complete from the camping of the system of philosophy
which he had hitherto accepted and taught. It was, as he
described it, “an inward deliverance from artificial system
into natural speech; . . . an escape from a logical cage
into the open air.™4 Confirmed in his new conviction, as

v CF aa artiche on 1he Comgovessy by Charles Wickseond in the Theadiploal
Fovdez of Juneiry, 1877,

s Life of Willism Eliery Chaning. Ore volame, Ed. 1¥8s, p. 435-

3 Lifr end Lavrers off Jomes Martivean, Wol. IL p. a72.

i ki, Ve, I1. p. 275, and Preface o the Typer off Etdwal Thesry.
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Tayler and Thom had also been, by the quickening and
liberating influence of Channing,! he and his friends were
now entirely at one in the broad lines of their religious
faith, recognizing its foundations in the moral and spiritual
nature of man, not resting on any cxternal authority,
whether of Scripture or Church, but on the inward witness
of the Spirit and acknowledging the supreme revelation of
God in Jesus, as “Head of a divine humanity."s What these
three friends were at that time and essentially remained to
the end of the rich fruition of their lives, may be seen in
the volumes of their sermons, Tayler's Christion Aspects of
Faith and Duty, first published in 1851, and a second post-
humous volume in 1877, Martineau's Esdecponrs After the
Chrirtian Life, 1843 and 1847, and the later Howrs of Thanght
on Sacred Things, and Thom's Lawr of Life After the Mind
of Chris#, published after his retirement from active ministry.
At first they were regarded with grave suspicion by a large
mumber of their brethren, as mystical dreamers and sub-

# ] speak of mysclf, as ameong the G on this dde of the ocean to receive
the impact of hin mind, oaly to illestrare what be was 10 80 many ; the opener
of & new rcligioes life, not @ the feander of & school, but as the destroyer
of all sehools exocpt the Schood of she Spieis.” . H. Thom, at ibe Liverpoal
exbebration of the Chamning Centcaary, vEBo. O the Memoir of Thom in
the welume of sclestions from ki ocesslonsl Sermons and Addresses, A
Minirier of Gad, 1921,
¥ CF, Mastincau’s Lerr and Gale v Rovend Theodagy; Ernys and Addvaiiis,
Yol IV. p. s81; Jobw ases Tagder's Lasters, Vol 1L po 2g. *'T canniot but
n-rrh&:tpﬂm t e ppomplishod ; And thet, wheceer | o
, 18 8 wor {14] : whenever it is, it
mrmw,ﬂmﬂuhm.ﬂtm truths, the indestructibls
religiots intincts, of the soul of man. In the mesntime, my own relisnce i
Erm on the voder within, conttrmed by the still distincter and more awthori-
tative valoe of Chrier, and the wonderfully profound impression left in
pame myaktrious sy on the minds of kis immedisie followers, that he was
riaen Frosn the dead,™ This keerer of [mimace confidence was written to his
fricnd Thosm ln r8gy a2 & vime when bis nsiare had been stirred #o it deptha
by ke desk of his only son. In en carlier passsge, referring to the Uni-
erisnfim bn which he kad been brovghs up, Tayler mid that in his vice its
w;mmm-nmﬂgmmﬂmmﬂumm
ing end the Amcrican Scheol come to the rescue, must bave ubi-
matchy led o its exzinction as & form of eligion elogether.™
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first legistative recognition of the great principle of un-
limited religious libesty and of the right of private judgment
as paramount to the profession of any peculiar theological
tenets.” Its purpose was declared to be twofold, as an
academic residence for students in the neighbourhood of
University College, under a resident principal, and at the
same time a centre of teaching, to provide for the students
“instruction in theology, mental and moral philosophy and
other branches of knowledge not at all or not fully taught
at University College.™ It was to be & memorial, “caloulated
to advance the progress of liberal edueation and to promote
the free exercise of individual judgment in matters of
religion.” It was thus apparent, and was doubtless from
the first in the mind of some at least of the founders, that
if Manchester College were brought to London, the Hall
could provide the necessary accommodation and would be
its most Atting home,

When therefore the question of the future of the College
came again to be sericusly contidered, a3 it did already in
1845, this new fact had an important bearing on the argu-
ment. There was at first strong opposition to the reopening

cular 1o secune them in the possession of their old chapels and oiber tnast
propenty (cf. p. o9, note). The actus] foundation meeting of ihe Society of
University Hall was held, July 28, 1848, arv Dr. Willinra's Libruary, James
Heywood in the chair; and twno years liser the fint stone of the building in
CGrosdon Square was labd by Mark Fhilips, snd sn insagarsd sddress was
given in the ihearre of Univessity College, by F. W. Newman, the Principal
elect, Wewman, bowever, resigned before the building was complessd, gnd
when it was opened [n Ocrober, 184p, Arthur Hugh Clough was Peincipal.
He was mmocoded by Richard Flole Hetton, and when illeess

Husten's withdmwal in vz, by De. W, B, Carpenter, and be in 1359 by
E. 5, Beealy, For the foundation of the Hall 5 eaplal pam of 10,000 was
rabicd a dosations of [1e snd epwaeds, from 147 colgleal meenbery of the
Socicty, whh & few minor donstion and Gve of 1o fom congregations., It
wih provided i the conitiinion that in the event of the dissclution of the
Beslery 1he governdng Councll of the Hall shoubd have full disertion in
dealing with any remuining funds afics the dispossl of the bullding, cither
1o hand them over to the tessurer of Univenifty College, of 1o apply them
“for soch caber puspoics ae the Councll ahall coenider meat in sccandanse
with the declared objects of 1his Society.™
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of the question, and a motion at the Trustees” meeting in
June, 1846, asking for consultation as to the advisability
of remaining in Manchester, was countered by a vote for
the previous question; and in December, 1847, the Com-
mittee declined to discuss a resolution of the Council of
University Hall, suggesting removal to London and co-
operation with the Hall, which had yet to be buile. But in
March, 1848, at a largely attended Trustees’ meeting, an
amendment to the Report was carried, though only just
carried by §t votes to 3o, to leave out all the words with
reference to the continuance of the College in Manchester.
This was followed by the appointment of a special Com-
mittee to consider the plans of University Hall, University
Callege and Owens College, with reference to the interests
of Manchester New College.

It was generally recognized by this time that the College
could only be maintained as a School of Theology, which
must look to some other institution for the required teach-
ing in Arts and Science; and the actual istue was between
connection with University College in London or with the
new Owens College, then preparing to begin its work in
Manchester. At a special meeting of Trustees in December,
1851, it was reported that Owens College had only just
entered on its first session of work, and it was too soon to
form any judgment as to the likelihood of its meeting the
needs of Manchester New College. On the other hand,
counsel's opinion had been obtained from Richard Bethel
and Roundell Palmer, in which the solicitors on the Col-
lege Committee, Samuel Dukinfield Darbishire and Robert
Worthington, concurred, that removal from Manchester
could oaly be effected by means of an Act of Parliament. A
year later, however, the decisive step was taken, and happily
without the need of resort to Parliament.

The decision was made at a meeting of the Trustees on
December &, 1852, It was then proposed by John Kenrick,
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and seconded by Mark Philips, that the College should be
moved to London, as a theological institution, in con-
nection, for literary and seientific purposes, with University
College. An amendment, moved by James Yates and
scconded by Samuel Bache, to the effect that Owens College
could supply the required literary and scientific teaching was
defeated by 33 votes to 17, and the original resolution was
then passed by 36 votes to 4. A further resolution, moved
by Thomas Ainsworth, and scconded by James Heywood,
appointed John Kenrick, Samuel Dukinfield Darbishire,
J- Aspinall Turner, Brook Aspland, Robert Worthington,
John Hamilton Thom, Charles Wicksteed and John Pem-
berton Heywood, a special Committee, to consider the best
way of establishing the College in London, with full powers
to negotiate with the Council of University Hall, “with a
view especially to providing for lay and Divinity students
the means of 2 common religious and ethical eulture™;
and after completing such negotiation and constructing a
scheme for the future working of the College, to report to
the Trustees.

At this meeting a letter was read from William Rayner
Wood, who had resigned his office as Treasurer at the
beginning of the year in protest against the suggestion of
removal, stating that if the proposed step were taken, it
would be a manifest breach of trust, which he should con-
sider it his duty to resist by process of law. And he did in
fact take what was the first step towards a suit in Chancery,
by applying for leave to file an information against the
special committee deputed to arrange for the removal of
the College to London. To this, objection was successfully
argued before the Attorney-General on the part of the
College authorities, who secured a speedier and less costly
settlement of the question at issue,

The College, represented by a number of Trustees,
obtained leave to proceed by way of petition to the Master
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of the Rolls," who heard the case on February 25 and 26,
1843, 2nd on April 15th gave his judgment. It was a com-
plete vindication of the right of the Trustees to remove the
College to any place held to be best fitted for the fulfilment
of its essential purpose.

What he had 1o decide, the Master of the Rolls declared,
was not whether the Trustees were wise in their decision
to move the College, although a very large majority? had
approved the step, but whether under the trust they were
entitled to do so. His judgment was based on what he
described as “the only instrument of foundation,” the
printed report of the mesting of February 22, 1786, with
the regulations for the establishment of the College, then
known as the Manchester Academy.d From this it was clear
that the fundamental purpose was the establishment of an
Academy, primarily to afford a systematic course of educa-
tion for Divines, and secondarily to afford preparatory
instruction for the other leamed professions, as well as for
civil and commercial life; the whole institution to afford
these advantages “to the class or denomination of persons
commonly called English Presbyterian Protestant Dis-
senters.™ At the same time, the essential regulation was
cited: “This institution will be open to young men of
every relipious denomination, from whom no test, or
confession of faith, will be required.” Thus the open
principle of the College was established, and at the same
time the special interest in it of the body of Protestant
Dissenters known at that time as “English Presbyterians,™

* Sir John Romilly {1foa-74), sfeer 1864, Losd Roenilly, It was vnder bis
fasher, Sir Samuel Romilly's Act, providing s sussasy cemedy bn cases of
lil:nl:.l:k'l'rul.l that the - lﬂﬁﬂd:]wmuﬂtd A full report of
the proceedings appeared in the riiam i e 1E5 ).

t When it waa decided to go to the Coure, & eircular was sent to all the
Tnastees, wt that time 199, saking wheiber they approved or oot. From 13
B reply wras reoeived. the pemalngng 144, all bt three approved, OF the
lh&t objectars, W, R, Wood, of couns, we ans,
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case, 1864. In his pleading for the College there was one point
on which he scems hardly to have grasped the true position or
fairly represented the mind of the Trustees. There had been
considerable diseussion in 1850 on 2 proposal to introduce
religious instruction into the curriculum of Owens College, then
sbaout to be established. The trust of the College laid it down that
there must be “no religious tese, and in the teaching nothing in
reference to any religious or theological subject reasonably
offensive to the consclence of any student or his guardian,
pelatives or friends™; and when the trustees avowed their
intention that there should be religious instruction offered for
those students who desired to avail themselves of it, serious
objection was raised, on the ground of the danger of sectarian
influence coming in, contrary to the distinet provision of the
trust. This doubt was shased by the Manchester College Com-
mitree, and was noted in their report of 1851 on Owens College.
But when the Solicitor-General in his pleading referred to this,
as though the College authorities were afraid that the influence
of such teaching at Owens might lead their stadents “away from
the particular form of belicf in which it was the duty of the
Trustees of Manchester College to keep them,” he was cleady
wide of the mark as a representative of the College and its funda-
mental principle of free teaching. The question of possible
religious teaching at Owens had really very linle, if anything,
to do with the isyue, a3 pegards Manchester College. John James
Tayler had taken part in the public discussion as o Owens and
the controversy over unscotarian education in the schoals, which
was going on at the same time, A letter from him appeared in
the Masbester Guardian of Mareh g0, 1850, in which he affered
a most interesting suggestion a8 a better alternative to the
proposed religious teaching in Owens College itself, *How then
is religious instruction, which the course of scientific teaching
provided for all inevitably excluded, 1o be collaterally supplied?
Mo plan so obviously just and practicable suggests itself, as that
different religions bodics should supply out of their resourees,
in halls specially opened for the purpose, courses of lecrures
on the chief topics of theology and ecclesiastical history and
religious philosophy, in which the subject should be distinoly
presented from their own point of view and set forth earnestly
in accordance with their peculiar principles. The clustering of
many soch schools of religious leaming around a common
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scientific centre, growing out of the deep heart and nourished
by the spontancous energy and zeal of different churches, would
be a far nobler homage to religion, and tend far more to diffese
its power and blessing, than a formal provision wvoid of all
charscter and earnestness, which could not meet the wants of
all and might infringe on the consciences of some; and though
such an armangement hae, at first view, & sectarian aspect, it
would contribute in the final sesult more than any other method
tos remove the causes of sectarianism and to encourage & genuine
catholicity of spirie? It is of interest to recall this letter, in view
of the later development of the Theological Faculty, established
in the University of Manchester in 1904, in the benefit of
which the varions denominational colleges prouped sbout the
University are now enabled to have their share.
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Usivensiry Hawr, as a residence for students anending
University College, had been open for four years when
Manchester College was moved to London, and in the
Hall it had its quarters for the thirty-six years of the London
pericd—only one year less than the time at York. The
Hall, which is now Dr. Williams’s Library, is a substantial
building, with a sufficient touch of academic dignity, in
Gordon Square, Bloomsbury, near the south-west comer,
adjoining the Catholic Apostolic Church. Tt has a pleasant
outlock upon the garden of the Square, and at the back,
in College days, there was a way through to University
College, in Gower Street.

Manchester College, for an annual rental of L1e0, in-
creased after the first three years to Lig0, had the use of
a large upper room for libmry and lectures, and a corre-
sponding room on the same floor, the Council Reom of the
Society, also for lectures, while the large dining-hall, with
its frescoed walls,! on the ground floor, was available for
public functions and the students’ exercises in preaching
and elocution. There, during the first years, Sunday services
at stated times were conducted by the Principal, John James
Tayler. He, as already noted, lived close by, at 22 Wobusn
Square, and there was from the first the closest friendly
co-operation between him and the resident Principal of
the Hall, Dr. W, B, Carpenter. When Martineau came to
London, he lived first at 16 Gordon Street (renumbered as
§, in 1874), until in 1880 he moved across to 35 Gordon

v The freieo, by Armytage, was added in oids OF Loters of fola Joavr
Tarler, Val. IL, p. y2o.
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Square (with the front door in Taviton Street), which
remained his London home to the end.

When the move to London was made, Martineau’s
future was still undetermined. There were then only two
members of the staff appointed: the Principal, who was
Professor of Ecclesiastical History and Doctrinal and Prac-
tical Theology, and Vance Smith, Professor of Critical
and Exigetical Theology, the Evidences of Religion and
the Hebrew and Syriac Languages. There had been an
effort, at the instance of John Hamilton Thom, Thomas
Ainsworth, Darbishire and others, to add a third full pro-
fessorship in Philosophy ; but there was division of opinion,
aot only on the subject of available financial resources, but
also of personnel, and all that was decided by the beginning
of the scssion was that there should be a lectugeship in
Philosophy.' But before the end of the year the friends who
were determined that Martineau's services must be retained
for the College succeeded in raising a special fund and
securing his appointment to the lectureship, This he held
for the next four years, coming up from Liverpool on the
Monday for two days' lecturing once a fortnight. His
opening lecture in London, delivered on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 7, 1854, “A Plea for Philosophical Studies,” is in-
cluded in the fourth volume of his collected Errays and
Addresses,

The session had opened, October 14, 1843, with an
inaugural address by the Principal, in which he told of
the circumstances which had brought the College to
London, as a “School of Theology and Religious Philo-
sophy,” in touch with “a national scat of secular learning,”
and then went on to speak of the purpose which, under the
new conditions, it was hoped to achieve. After describing
the course of study to be pursued in the College, he laid

' The circumatunces afe fully selased |a the Life awd Livters of Jamvei Mar-
Howam, Vol. L. pp. 359-49.
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eontinued success and undiminished reputation. I believe that
the fecling which was evinced, 1 learn on all hands, by such un-
mistakablc signs, at the late meeting of Trustees, was a faithful
reflection of the deep interest fele in this subject by a very
influential portion of our laity, and by & large and incressing
majority of the most eamest of the young and rising minds
amongst us, We cannot afford to lose the zealous sympathy of
such minds; it i the life-blood of our fumare churches: but we
oo shall lose it, and lose it i bly, if we allow
th:m::i!: whose writings are mmwl?ﬁym the thoughtful
and inquiring of all parties than those of any other man of our
body—whose mera/ influence on the minds of our best young
men (I could specify names, if it were not invidious) has been
so purifying and elevating—to be displaced from the position
in our College to which his talents and atmainments so pre-
eminently entitle him, to make room for any stranger whatever.
.« « 5o strongly do I feel the necessity of the ame arrangement
with a view to which all these changes have been suggested,
that I am quite willing to resign 2 situation which 1 did not
seck, if by so doing 1 facilitate the completion of plans,
which I am sure ssght 1o be made, and which, if mof made under
some form or other, will leave our College stripped of its
honour and its strenpgrh,”

The Commirtee was clearly of the same mind as the Prin-
cipal. A resolution was moved by Robert Darbishire, and
scconded by Dr. Joseph Hutton: “That it is expedient to
entrust the theological and philosophical instruction of the
College to two professors, instruction in Hebrew being
provided for by the Committee.” This, after two amend-
ments by dissentient members had been decisively nega-
tived, was carried by 14 votes against 5, and then it was
further agreed, on the motion of Dr. Hutton, seconded by
Edward Enficld, that Tayler and Martincau should be
appointed.

Their acceptance was received on February 2oth, when
Aspland resigned the sccretaryship and Charles Beard
took his plice. At the same mecting, Tayler's offer to
relinquish 100 of his salary, for the provision of the
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necessiry teaching of Hebrew in the College, was received
and gratefully accepred.

The two professors had been requested to prepare a new
scheme for their proposed teaching in the College, which
was embodied in a special report to the Trustees, and it
remains of permanent historical interest. Leaving Hebrew
to be provided for by a special teacher, they divided the
rest of the field of study, on the principle that Tayler would
take the historical and Martineau the philosophical side,
the one dealing with the “facts and materials of historical
revelation,” the other with the “laws of thought, the
principles of belief and sentiments of conscience, which lay
us open to this divine teaching.”

Their scheme of study was accompanied by an explana-
tory letter, with these concluding words :—

*We will only add that in carrying it out, should it meet the
approval of the Committes, our earnest desire will be to preserve
and transmit unimpaired, the high examples set by our honoured
predecessors, of candour and justice to human beliefs and of
simple trust in God's eternal Truth, To give faithful and judicial
report of the thoughts of wiser and better men, yer never
shrink from guileless expression of our own, we understand to
be our traditional duty as appointed teachers of Manchester
MNew College.™

Such was the mind of these two, as they contemplated the
responsible task to which they had been called; but further
trouble arose, and before the way was quite clear for the
new departure, another public expression of distrust and
dissent had to be faced. The five dissentient members of
the Commitee, with sixty-four others, including well-
known ministers and laymen, published an elabomate pro-
test “against the recent proceedings of the Committee™ in
the appointment of Tayler and Martineau. The objections
were stated under five heads, the really crucial points being
that under the proposed armangement, in the matter of the
Evidences of Natural and Revealed Religion, *‘there are
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artained only in conjunction with entire theological fearlessness,
And it is in accordance with these venerable principles that the
commities, at the sacrifice, on the part of some of its members,
aof thelr particular views and feelings, have deliberately made
choice of those whom they considered the fittest inseruments
within their reach, to pesform the great waork of cherishing a
reverent love of truth, and promoting a rational piety, in the
future ministers of the Church of Chrise."

The meeting, which was held in Cross Sereet Chapel,
Manchester, on April 16th, brought Trustees from all parts
of the country to the aumber of 141, In the absence of the
President, James Heywood, the chair was taken by Richard
Meade King of Taunton, The first resolution, adopting
the special Report and thus confirming the teaching arrange-
ment, with an expression of unabated confidence in the
Committee, was moved by Mark Philips and seconded by
Jokn Hamilton Thom. His speech, which contained the
above-quoted sentence, was again, as st the recent annual
meeting, recognized as of commanding elogquence and
effective power. An amendment, in the sense of the protest,
moved by George Long of London and seconded by
Eddowes Bowman, having been negatived by a large
majority, the resolution of confidence was passed by 113
votes to 17. A further resolution was also passed, on the
motion of Edwin Wilkins Field, reaffirming the foundation
principle of the College :—

*That this Instisution is founded for the sole purpose of giving
University learning to stwderus for the Christian Ministry
among Monsubscribing Dissenters, withoot test or confession
of faith, and pot for the purpose of instruction in the peculiar
doctrines of any sect; And that in appointing professors it
would be a viclation of this fundamental principle to attempt
to secare the representation of the views of any particular school
of religious thoughe.™

The result of the meeting was entirely salutary, clearing
the air of much misunderstanding, and it brought most
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welcome relief and encouragement to the two professors.
An address of sympathy and confidence, in view of the
crisis, and of warm and grateful affection, had been sent to
Martineau by a number of old students, and in a letter of
acknowledgment (April 24th) he wrote :—2

“Time alone can show whether I delude myself with the hope
of better realiring my own conception under the new conditions
of daily devotion to the scademic work, and the constant
counszl and sympathy of my accomplished senior colleague,
Bat, thus far, the only credit [ can take to miyself as & Teacher is,
for an honest desire to be always just to the sentiments of
others, and ingenuous in the statement of my own; to respect
the md:pcndmt working of the student’s mind, and never
transgress the limit that separates guidance from dictation; to
conceal no difficulty, to shelter no fiction, but encourage a simple
reverential trust in whatever God has made real or has set forth
as true and good. Hitherto it has not devolved upon me to
conduct any portion of the special studies for the Christian
ministry. Heneeforth it will be otherwise. And no change could
be more congenial to my deepest faith and affection than that
which enables me to enter the saceed circle of Christian doctrine,
and to share more directly in tending forth Fithful men, well
furnished as preachers of Christ’s holy Gospel and pioncers of
his heavenly kingdom. If I do not mistake the signs of the times,
many threatening clouds are passing away from us; and with
candid interpretation and hearty support of one snother, we
may hope for a blessing on the future not wnworthy of the good
examples of the past.”

To the relief which the issue of the crisis brought to Tayler
we have his testimony, in a letter to Martinean written from
Kiel (August 1oth) during the summer vacation of that
year:—2

T have got into still waters ; the clouds of suspense and anxicty
which the last months had gathered over me, are beginning to
disperse; I scem to see my way more cleady into the future,
and every day I feel more and more the quickening sunshine of

i Lifi and Letters of Jomes Mertinnaw, Vol. 1. p. 118
¥ Leivers af faba Joants Tapler, Vol 1L p. ya.
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successive generations contributed reminiscences, which
picture him as he was in their student days. Thus James
Drummond, who was a student in 1856-39, wrote :—

"What [ mest distinctly remember from my student days is the
sense of that personal fascimation which proceeds not from any
single charscreriatic, bur from the whole spirt of a man, that
subtle power by which one soul lays hold upon another, and
translates it into an ideal world. . . . Yet this power was combined
with 2 certain aloofness, due no doubt in part o absorption in
his work, but partly, I think, to homility and 2 natural shyness,
which made him shrink from attempeing to exert a disect personal
pressuce. It was accordingly in the fulfilment of College or
public duries that his inffuence was moae Felt. The shore moming
services in the Library, when conducted by him, carried us into
the Holy Presence, and left a consecration on ouor day. . . . His
appearance in the classroom at once arrested our attention, and
prepared us for an hour of intellecrual delight ; for an expression
of power was stamped on every lineament of his face. . . . Then
came the lecture, written in the most finished style, replete with
subtle reasoning, brilliant memaphor, and searching insight,
delivered somewhat slowly, so that good notes could be taken,
and at the same time with all the expressivensss of his musical
and varied tones. He always gave us of his best. . . . It was one
of his meat valuable and beauriful eraits as a teacher, that he oot
oaly mught us to be candid and independent in our judgment,
but always treated our immature opinions with & serious
courtesy. He thus showed his sympathy with the heant of a

learner.”™

Estlin Carpenter, who was a student, 1860-66, added this
further touch to the picture :—

“We knew that we were confronted by a grear personality. His
never-failing punctuality, his dignity of manner, the noble
lines stamped elear upon his face, the decp tones of his voice,
even the "sumptuscus simplicity’ (as one of his hearers called it)
of his little apparatus—the moroceo portfolio, the luge page
of MS. unspoiled by correction or crasure, the ivory paper-knife
and (in cald weather) the almost regal robe of fur-lined purple
cloth—all these seemed but the extermal harmony of the innes
preatness which gesture and words alike conveyed."
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Henry Gow, who was at College 1879-84, and thus one of
the last of his students, wrote ;. —

“He moulded our thought, not by dogmatism, but by 'h:lping
s to think; he raised and directed our ideals by the beauty of

his chasacrer. . . I remember his rich, deep, gentle voice, his
vmﬂ:rﬁllhumiltty his cxquisite graciousncss and cager
sympathy. He was so simple that it did not often strike us a3
a sacrifice that this man, recognized by all religious thinkers as
a leader, should spend his time in training a dozen very ordinary
youths; and yet underneath we did feel a litte of the privilege,
and we did, perhaps uncomsciously, respond to the appeal
which such 4 sacrifce st make, | remember the rather bare

puritanic lecture-room, and the students, sometimes dull or

frivolous ar oaher lectures, but always touched by reverence
with him; and best of all I remember that beautiful face, severe,

tender, lined by thought and knowledge of suffering and know-
ledge of God. It was a benediction which sank into our lives,”

These three, who had been his students, came afterwands,
each in turn, to be themselves teachers in the College, and
they were all there, with many others, in the College library,
on October 18, 1858, when the Martineau statue was un-
veiled. That is a great possession, the statue in white marble,
the figure robed and seated, in the silence of a wonderfully
lifelike grace and dignity. Drummond was then Principal,
and after the unveiling and the acceptance of the statue by
the President, David Ainsworth, on behalf of the College,
he also spoke, in acknowledgment of “a very beautiful and
precious gift.” After a word of warm congratulation to the
sculptor, Hope-Pinker, he said:—

“These sits our revered reacher on his white throne, the familiar
form rendered, theough the art of the sculptor, "o express and
admirable’ that we almost expect those marble lips to open, and
allow us to hear once more the melodious voice, to whose
sentences, 30 replete with thought and wisdom, we have so often
listened entranced, Surely we may be proud, not of ourselves,
but of cur ancestors, when we remember that this man, with
sach varied and exact leaming, with such profound thought,
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with such literary grace and brillians :imlg:in:l'rinn, and, oot lexst
with such decp religious senaibility, such ardent and unquench-
able faith, is altogether a genuine afvmmwr of this College. At
the time when he was young, the great Mational Universities
were cloged against such men; end he was obliged to betake
himszlf to & small and obscure Academy, but one which had
Undversity ideals, which cherished larpe aims, and socceeded
in imparting a rich and noble culture to its sons. And throughoat
life his loyalty to this Instioation has remained unabated.”

Martinean himself was then in Scotland, for the last time
in his summer home at Aviemore, and his long life was
within ffteen months of its peaceful end; but the statue
remains, 4 constant, benignant presence in the library, to
remind all who come in there of his great work and abiding
influence in the College.

The Watts portrait is also a valuable possession, though
unfortunately it was painted at a time of stress and un-
certain health (1873-74), after Martineau had been obliged
to relinquish his ministry at Little Portland Street, and
when the shadow of Mrs. Martineau’s failing strength was
glready resting on his home. The portrait recalls Mrs.
Tennyson's description of him, in her journal of Novem-
ber, 1869, when he had visited them at Farringford: “He
struck us as having a subtle and wonderful mind: he is
strong, mournful and tender-looking, ‘a noble gentleman.”

The thought of Martinean naturally dominates the whole
of the London period of the College, but the eminent
service rendered by his colleapgues, who successively joined
him in the work, claims also a full measure of grateful
recognition. Afrer Tayler's death in 186g, his pt:::r_ a%
Professor of Biblical and Historical Theology and the
Truths and Evidences of {_-.E'.ri!d;i:n'ih_.r was taken b}' Jam:i
Drummond, and when in 1875 Martineau had obtained
partial release from the burden of his College work, being
then seventy years of age, Charles Barnes Upton, one of the
carlicst of the London students, came to take Logic and
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Mental and Moral Philosophy (and after 188 the full work
of the professorship), while the staff was completed by the
appointment of Joseph Estlin Carpenter as Professor of
Old Testament, Ecclesiastical History and Comparative
Theology, Since Russell Martineau's retirement, Philip
Magnus had been teaching Hebrew in the College, and he
continued for Carpenter’s first year, after which Hebrew
Language and Literature was added to his subjects. These
three, after serving, Drummond for twenty years, Upton
and Carpenter for fourteen, in London, moved with the
College to Oxford. Their service in London was decply
appreciated, not only as teachers in the College, but as a
distinct force in the religious life of the churches of their
Communion, in the Domestic Missions and the work of the
Sunday School Association. The students of the College
while in London bad the advantage of being in touch with
such work, and Martinean had always encouraged them in
it, especially at the scheols connected with Little Portland
Street Chapel, an advantage offered much more fully by
London than has been possible at Oxford.

The achievement of the London period of the College, in
its specific work of training men for the ministry of religion,
was hardly less than that of the York period. In length of
time it was shorter, but only by one year, and the roll of
the Divinity students numbered 113, as compared with 122
at York. The great difference was in the absence of lay
students on the College roll, the three Ainsworth brothers
being practically the only ones corresponding to the con-
siderable body of lay men from leading families of the
Liberal Nonconformist community, who received part at
least of their training at York, Among the first of the
London Divinity students, Upton has been already named,
and there were Charles Clement Coc, Robert and James
Drummond, Enfield Dowson and Alexander Gordon; then
the remarkable group knit together in close College friend-
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ship, Edwin Odgers, Richard Armstrong, Estlin Carpenter
and Philip Wicksteed. These in the sixties, as in the eighties
the later group, L. P. Jacks, H. Gow, F. K. Freeston, E. L.
Fripp, Travers Herford and W, H. Drummond (the Princi-
pal’s son)—all of them in after years closely associated with
the interests of the College, and, with a number of others,
distinguished in the service of the churches. J. H. Muirhead
was 4 student 1884-87, and in 1888, the last year in London,
Dawes Hicks was entered, and moved with the College to
Oxford. In the London period the line of students from
the Unitarian Churches of Transylvania also began, among
whom George Boros has attained the highest honour, in
his own country, as Bishop since 1928.

Another point of interest in the London period was the
coming into operative force of the Hibbert Trust, from
which students for the ministry on the open principle of
the College have received great benefit.?

* Robert Hibker (1770=1845) had been s private pupil of Gifbert Wake-
field's a1 Mettinghum, befose going to Cambridge, whene be gradeited. For
soime yexrs be was out bn the West Indies, where he hael preperty and busi-
mlﬂwuh:ﬁ}hﬂﬂmﬂdld&dlflmmw-ﬂam
a4 firne (roseces his eoualns, Mark Philips and Robert Philips of Heybridge.
Te eseshlished & Pand, ihe I.nmnrd"lith..l.l'nu' hinown and ki wife's deab
{which cccurred in Febouary, 1871), wa to be sdminivteeed by the Tresees
“in puch manmer as they, bn ehefr unconerolled discretion, shall fram time 1o
time deem most conducive 1o the spread of Christiasity in ks most simple
anul [npelligible fosen, and to the unfenered cxercise of the pigha of privace
]-udm.: i marens of eeliglon.™ The Trusices, therefaoe, kad the lurgest
libery of judgrent, sccoading to the circumstanees of the time, with
ib#hmiuﬁhh:mmmd’:}:rmnﬁmudthqﬂum:ud
fnservaly of ewensy-five years 1o reconsider any plams they might adope, in
their sdnsinsstrasion of the e ln-::urdmﬁﬂuhcﬁmmn,m;
gested by the Founder himacld, :thmuﬂhpnbr:ﬂtdﬂgmhaimhpn
which were nﬂhm“mﬁddhuminm” T
Mlmhﬂﬂmhmmmdf and aferwacds for funber snady
abroad, & bencfit sebacquently exrended vo other sl and eontioued to tie
present time, Another signal service rendored by the Trust has been the
imtimtion of the Hibbem Lectures, the firse serics of which began in 1878
with Max Moller's locsures on “The Origin and Growth of Religion, s

ilbantrased by the Relighons of India,™ given in the Jerusalem Chamber ac
Westminster Abbey, and concluded in 1894 by Drummond’s **Vis, Verinas,
Vits," loctutes on *Cheivtlanity in irs Simplest and meat Inselligible Foam,™
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The close affinity of the principle and purpose of the
Trust to that of Manchester College naturally led to co-
operation between the two. The first sugpestion of the
kind came very soon after the abolition of tests at the old
Universities, when it was proposed that a united effort
should be made to establish unfettered theological teaching
at Oxford or Cambridge. The Hibbert Trustees asked for
a conference to that end with representatives of the College,
and it was held at University Hall, in February, 1872, But
when it was realized that the project, if it came to action,
must involve the remeval of the College from London to
one or other of the Universities, it was felt thar the diffi-
cultics at the moment were insuperable. The purpose,
however, was not abandoned, and when the next serious
inquisition was made into the work and prospects of the
College, 23 it was, by resolution of the Trustees in June,
1875, the scheme for such removal took more definite form,
with the prospect of substantial support from the Hibbert
Trust,

There had been growing dissatisfaction with the results
of the connection with University College, and in 1871 a
system of external undergraduate exhibitions had been
adopted, by which men were enabled to graduate at some
other University than London, and so come to the College
only for their theological course; and it was now suggested
that the College might do better to abolish its undergraduate
course aliogether. The main question, however, was whether
London still afforded the best situation for the College, or
whether the time had not come for another move.

The Special Committee appointed in 1875, after exhaustive

given in Oxford and Londea. A secend srics, which began in tyi1 with
Famnell’s becrures on “The Higher of Greok Religion,” inchuded

s volume of t5i5 on Thuivm i Mediral [ndir. The esrablishment
of the Millers Jaresl in 1ges, odiced from the fimt by L. P Jacks, was
farther messure of far-reaching Enflucnee, hﬂghhmwi‘m
Ferered thought and religous enlightensnent
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inquiry and long and careful deliberation, presented a report
in 1879, which offered an impartial statement of three pos-
sible courzes to be adopted: “1st, that the College should
remain in London; 2nd, that it be removed to Oxford o
Cambridge ; yrd, that jt should be removed to Manchester,
with or without a possible amalgamation with the Uni-
tarian Home Missionary Board.” In offering the first pro-
posal, to remain in London, the Committee recognized that
the connection with University College had largely ceased,
and would be completely broken, if the undergradoate
years at the College were entirely superseded by the system
of external undergraduate exhibitions; and while stress
was lid on the value of connection with religious work
in London, the disadvantage to the students of living in
scattered lodgings was pointed out. A sugpestion was
added that it would be well to gather them into a common
residence. In connection with the second proposal, w0 go
to Oxford or Cambridge, which would invelve the erection
at least of lecture-rooms and a chapel, and possibly also a
Principal’s house, the interest of the Hibbert Trustees in
such & scheme was noted: “The Committee have reason
to believe that substantial assistance would be given them
by the Hibbert Trustees, probably to the extent of providing,
for a term of years, the salary of an additional Professor.™
The strongest motive at the back of this proposal was
expressed in the following passage of the report :—

“A further object, which the promoters of this scheme have in
view, 15 to set in a more vivid Hght, and in a position of greater
publicity, the chamcierstic principle of the College, namely,
that theology, like other sciences, can be taught by teachers who
are aot fettered by previously imposed tests, to students whose
sole object is the attainment of oruth, This principle upon which
the College was founded in 1786, has already been recognized
by the older Universities in the case of every other science:
bat its application to theology is still & manter of the future. In
London, with its numerous and overwhelming metropolitan
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intercats, the College is lost in the crowd : and its very existence
is uokoown, exdcpt to those who are persomally concemed in
it whilst probably no means could be adopted, so sure to bring
ir under the notice of the educated classes, and to force is
characteristic principle upon their attention, as to set it down
at Oxford or Cambridge, at the centre of academical life. No
doubt there would be some dificalty in preventing it from
being looked upon as a denominational College. But that is
quite as much the case now, with far less opporunity of demon-
strating that it 15 not 5o, Whether this change of locality would
lead to an increase in the number of students, it bs impossible
to predict, There is no resson to believe that it would lessen "

The third proposal, that the College should retum to
Manchester, its original hame, was included in the report,
a3 it had been earnestly advocated by those who felt strongly
the sentimental tie with Manchester and the great advan-
tage of contact there with the vigorous life of Noncon-
formity, but in the subsequent discussion it was recognized
that there was no likelthood of its being adopted, and the
real issue was between London and Oxford.

The alternative proposals were keenly debated in the
General Commiteee, and ultimately the supporters of the
London proposal prevailed. The report was adopted for
presentation to the Trustees, together with a resalution to
be moved on behalf of the Committes, for remaining in
London. On this, Robert Darbishire gave notice of an
amendment, for the adoption of a scheme of removal o
Osford. It was this which led to Charles Beard's resignation
as Secretary.!

A special meeting for the consideration of the Report
and the Committee”s resolution was held in Manchester, at
the Memorial Hall, on October 30, 1879, attended by sixty-
eight Trustees, the President, Edward Enfield, in the chair.
William Gaskell, as Chairman of the Committee, moved the
resolution, “That the College be retained in London,” but

L ]
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avowed his own preference for a return to Manchester, if
it had been practicable. Chasles Beard had been requested
by the Committee to second the resolution and explan the
London scheme, and he did so, painful as the duty was,
since his own conviction, as he frankly stated, went with
the Oxford proposal. It was his belief that “Those who
wish the College to go to Oxford or Cambridge are the
men who see farthest into the future, are the men who are
most emancipated from the fears and prejudices of the
past.” He would certainly have supported the Oxford
proposal, if he had not felt that to press it at the moment
was premature and likely actually to delay the achievement
of the end they had in view. As secretary he had been
responsible for the drafting of the London scheme, and
felt bound to abide by the decision of the majority.

The Committee's resolution having been so moved and
seconded, Robert Darbishire moved, as an amendment :—
**That this mecting declares that in its opinion the establishment
of the College at Oxford or at Cambridge, as one of the great
scats of national University life, would emipently conduce to
the more effective education of Ministers for Free Churches
in this country; and in the chamctenstic devotion of this College
to free teaching and frec leamming in Theology would, according
to the opportunitics of its supporters, assist in promoting
generally, for Laymen as well as Ministers, scientific research
after truth, and frank declaration of the progressive resuls of
unfettered inguiry in such matters, and thereby help in preparing
the way for enlightened and thorough culture, and for the
worship of God in spirit and in truth in every Church."

In suppert of this amendment, he spoke with the earnest-
ness of profound conviction, and was seconded by Henry
Russell Greg. In the discussion which followed, John
Hamilton Thom spoke strongly against the Oxford pro-
posal, as did Harry Rawson, though he only agreed to
London, because he could not hope for Manchester, and
Henry William Crosskey, who, however, nine years later
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avowed himself & convert and voted for Oxford. Among the
supporters of the amendment were Thomas Ashton, E. M.
Geldart, who a3 an Osxford man made an impassioned
appeal, Richard Armstrong, 5. A. Stcinthal and Philip
Wicksteed.

On & vote being taken, the amendment was lost, 17 votes
being for it and 34 against. The resolution to remmin
in London was then carried by 31 votes to 13, and further
consideration of the London scheme was adjourned to a
subsequent mecting of the Trustees. So the matter for the
moment was settled and the College remained for another
ten years in London.

The crucial matter of debate, after this decision had been
made, was concerned with the students’ endergraduate
years, and the conditions of their residence. It was decided
at the adjourned meeting to abolish the undergraduate
course, but at the following June meeting of Trustees, after
the receipt of a report from the professors decidedly adverse
to the change, the resolution was rescinded, and the whole
course remaned as it had been for the rest of the London
period,

The question of residence became involved in another,
which almost immediately arose, of the financial position
of University Hall and its relation to the College. It led
to 2 new experiment on the part of the College, which had
a very definite part in determining the ultimate issue of
1889, in the removal to Oxford. Early in 1881 it appeared
that the finances of the Hall were in an unsound condition,
and the position with regard to the College had to be re-
considered. As an immediate measure of relief, the College
made an extra payment of [:ije, on condition that ten
rooms in the Hall should be available for its students in
the coming scssicn; and in June a further scheme was
approved, under which the College accepted responsi-
bility for the management and came practically into pos-
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session of the Hall. The property was vested in a new body
of Trustees, half from the College and half from the
Society of University Hall, and under the new Trust the
College was to have the use of the Hall for an experimental
term of years, and longer, if it was desired, after which the
property was to be disposed of and the Trust Fund result-
ing held for the benefit of the purposes of the College. It
will be remembeted! that when the Hall Society was estab-
lished, it was provided that in the event of dissolution
the remaining funds should be applied in furtherance of
the declared objects of the foundation. These, with a
Hall of Residence, included provision for instruction in
Theology and Mental and Moral Philosophy, on the
principle of “unlimited religious liberty and the right of
ptivate judgment as paramount to the profession of any
peculiar theological tenets.” Thus, when the crisis arose,
the College naturally and very fitly came into the inheritance
of the Trust.

For seven years, until June, 1889, the College maintained
the Hall, under the devoted principalship of Henry Motley,
Professor of English Literature at University College, with
the help of his son, Dr. H. Forster Motley, as Dean. It was
a time of prosperous and happy life for the community
of students, under such wise and genial headship, and it
largely met the wishes of the College for the advantage
of common residence for its own students. But it was a
costly experiment, which threatened much more serious
loss financially, when Motley’s tenure of the principalship
should terminate as he had announced that it must in June,
1889. It was therefore clear that some radical change must
be made; and to prepare for this, and at the same time
take into consideration the whole future of the College,
the Committee was instructed, at the annual meeting in
January, 1888, to prepare a special report, for the considera-

t Cf, p. 124,
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tion of the Trustees. It was this report which brought the
issue between London and Oxford to its ultimate decision.

But before that date two events occurred, of the deepest
interest to all friends of the College, Martineau’s retirement
from active service in 1885, after the celebration of his
eightieth birthday, and the Centenary celebration of the
College.

At the annual meeting of Trustees in January, 1885, Mar-
tineau’s letter of resignation was received and the resolution
of inevitable acceptance was moved by Robert Darbishire,
in a speech of deep feeling and grateful reminiscence. It
was seconded by John Hamilton Thom, his closest friend
from the earliest days of their ministry together in Lives-
pool. In the course of his speech, after a reference to the
trouble of 1857, the storm which fortunately “blew over
peacefully,” Thom added :—

“There are now no two parties amongst us. There are no two
sections, looking jealously, suspiciously and distrustfully at
one another. And I think Manchester New College has reason
to be proud that mainly owing to the influence of its two latest
Principals, of John James Tayler and his congenial successor,
Dr. Martineau, our Church, in all essential matters, is now a
Church of the Spirit.”

At the June meeting of Trustees further acknowledgment
was made, Martineau himself being present, when a resolu-
tion, moved by Dr. Thomas Sadler, seconded by Richard
Hutton and supported by William Shaen and John Rob-
berds, an old York student, was passed, recording his
forty-five years of service to the College, sixteen of them as
Principal, and “the faithfulness and dignity with which he
has maintained its fundamental principle of free teaching
and free learning, while, with surpassing ability, vindicating
for a devout spiritual philosophy its high place among
theological studies.”

Thete was also a memorable dinner at the Freemasons’
L
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Tavern, at which an Address from his old students was
presented to Martineaw, an expression of their “reverence
and love,” and two other Addresses, one from the Con-
sistory of the Hungarian Unitarians, signed by the Bishop,
the other from the seven Hungarian (Transylvanian)
students, who had been successively ar the College, who
wrote in glowing terms of gratitude and vencration o
their old teacher.

Martincan, in the course of his response at the students’

dinner, with many happy reminiscences, spoke of the
College, with confidence in its future:—
“The foture, like the past, will show that, without ancient
pedigree or splendid traditions, thoroagh Acdemic work may
yet be done. Our .Afme Maser is cerminly no Queenly personage,
whose sons are Prnces and Judges of the camh, Stll, though
but a City Matron, she sends forth hooest men, whom none
can deny to be, in fair propostion, good citirens of the Suwtes
of the Republic of letters, and of the Kingdom of God."

And his fimal word was :—

“T quit my post as tescher, to take my place among you &8 an
old student ;—so old that, as one of the milestones in the College
history of which I spoke, it must appear to you guite away
from the now frequented track, moss-grown and dim in the
far perspective, mingled already with the hedperow and the
grassy road, There, however, let mie stand and be counted with
you. Accept me as your comrade; and let us joln our vows of
Alial kayalty to Manchester New College.”

Close upon Martineau’s retirement came the College
Centenary celebrations. At the annual meeting of Trustees
in January, 1886, he was clected President and held the
office for two years. On the actual hundredth anniversary
of the founding of the College, February 11, 1886, there
was a great gathering of friends for the celebration in
Manchester. A service was held in Cross Street Chapel, in
the conduct of which Drummond, the new Principal,
Vance Smith, Principal for some time in the sccond Man-
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chester period, and John Robberds took part, and an
cloquent sermon of commemoration was preached by
Charles Beard.

In the evening, on the invitation of the Mayor of Man-
chester, Alderman Goldschmide, 2 reception was held in
the Town Hall, attended by some five hundred guests, when
g resolution of thankful commemoration and rededication
to the high ideal of the College was passed. It was then that
Alexander Gordon's historical address was given, in which
he traced the line of descent of the College from the first
Academy of Richard Frankland at Rathmel, and there were
further addresses by the Principal and Charles Hargrove,
Martineau was unable to be present, but sent a letter of
repret, in which he looked forward with hope to the London
meeting in June.

That further celebration included Beard's Visitor's
Address to the students,! a Centenary soirde at Willis's
Rooms, when Martincau delivered a further historical
address, and the June meeting of Trustees, at which he
and Thom and William Shacn spoke to the resolution of
Commemaoration :—

“As Trustees of this Collepe, meeting for the first time since the
completion of its hundredth year, we record our serious judg-
ment, thae its fundamental principle of free teaching and free
learning has been amply vindicated by a century’s experience;
our gratitade for the release, at the old national universities,
of all departments of study, save one, from the pressure of
exclusive tests; and our conviction that, while this exception
continues, the duty is s1ill imposed of here securing to Theology
—embracing the supreme subjects of human thought—an
unrestricted application of enlarging knowledge, the perennial
freshmess of unbidden faith, and the varying inspizations of
personal devotion.™

* ‘This and his sermen, and Gordoa's sddsess with other Centerury speeches

by Martiness, Thom and Dirammond, are repeimed (o ibe volome Thankgy
and Pirty; Alike Frov, ediced by *An Old Seudent™ (Rober Darbishire), in

ihse.
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the Report be referred for consideration to a spectal meeting
of the Trustees, to be summoned at not less than three
weeks' notice, at Birmingham, or some other central
place.” The amendment was lost, by 26 votes to 41, and
the resolution was then passed, by 34 votes to 7. On a
subzequent appeal to the Committee from 2 number of the
disseatient Trustees a poll of the whole body was taken.t

There were at the time 376 Trustees, of whom, however,
1er were such only as Life Members of University Hall,
and not as subscribers to the College. On the poll 256 votes
were given, 138 in favour of the scttlement, 109 adverse
and g neutral. So by March 1st the matter was setthed and
the result loyally accepted, some of the strongest opponents
being subsequently among the most generous donors to
the Oxford Fund, The great window in the Collepe Chapel
over the Communion Table, with its eentral figure of the
youthful Christ, was the gift of Frederick Mettlefold and
his wife.

At the close of the session in June, 188q, farewell was
taken of University Hall and of Henry Morley, with very
grateful recognition of the service he had rendered during
the seven years of his principalship. It was a bitter dis-
appointment to him that the Hall was not secured as a
continuing residence for students of University College,
but the actual event, its purchase* by the Dr. Williams
¥ In the imterval, daring F : isaaed, Iy ad
By hene g o) U g
5. Lisser, David Martinedu, Siephen 5. Tayler, Rusell Martinesu, ], T.
Whichesd, Frederick Netlefold, T. Smish Osler, Lindsey M. Aspland,
Hensy Lerson, P W, Clayden, W, Blake Odgers and W. Anbkar Sharpe. On
thds, & couned statement followed, conasining individus! comments oa the
objectioas by 5, Alfrcd Sccinstal, H. Enfeld Dosrson, B. A, Armscroag,
F. D, Daarbiahiee sl . Edwin Odgen. There was alvo an urgent sppeal in
favour of 1be sextdement, and For yuppont of the sction of the Commizee,
signed by Afty-eight Trussoes.

* The purchase price of {11,400, with a funber smouns from the sale of
furnitare, restoeed 1o che Callege the ff,000 which had been invessed in

ihe Hall wnder the asmpgemens of 188, and brought a (urcher £6,000 10
ihe College, beld andes ehe Univerisiy Hall Truse.
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Trustees for the Library, kept it more elosely in the line of
the tradition of liberal Nonconformity and the memorial
purpese of its origin. On the Wednesday evening of the
final week of the session a farewell soirée was held in the
Hall, at which London supporters of the College enter-
tained the professors, stodents, officers, committee and
other friends. The last Visitor's Address in London was
given by Edwin Odgers, and at the Valedictory Service in
Little Portland Strect Chapel, conducted by the Principal
and the other two professors, the Welcome into the Ministry
was given by Stopford Brooke,



CHAPTER IX

MANCHESTER COLLEGE, OXFORD

Tms record, as a history of Manchester College, can,
happily, not be completed. Through the fortunes of a
hundred years, from the first foundation in Manchester, in
succession to the line of earlier academics, its various
migrations have been traced, and the valuable serviee
rendered to the cause of learning and religion has been
noted, up to the time of irs final settlement at Oxford. That
was not the end, but a beginning, and the aim of this last
chapter is to tell of the sertlement and the purpose which
prompted it, and to show how far the afier-experience of
the next forty years has justified the undemaking, while
the future remains open for yet more adequate service
in the time to come.

With high hope the College was brought to Oxford, as
the fittest place for its distinetive work, at one of the chicf
centres of national culture; and with an camest conviction
of duty, that witness ought there to be borne to the funda-
mental principle of its foundation. As a Free School of
Theology, for post-graduate study, its service was offered,
and as a place of training for the ministry of religion, on the
open principle, with freedom from all dogmatic eonstraint.
That was the original purpose of the College, which through
every change of place and differing method, as experience
determined, has remained constant, a trust to be faithfully
fulfilled. In a recent statement isswed by the College
(December, 1928) its position was thus clearly defined :1—

*“The founders were liberal Nonconformists of the latter years
of the eightcenth century and their determining motive was
the need of ministers to be trained for service in thelr churches.
The College was established as an independent scademic instita-

AANCHESTER COLLEGE, OXFORD
From the Seuth-East, The Chapel in ke Fongrouns]






170 A HISTORY OF MANCHESTER OOLLEGE

all whom we can influence, a higher learning, a deeper faith,
and a more devored love. Oh, that our pm?:[c,whnmlhl:
supporters of this College, may rise to the dignity of a noble
and disinterested enterprise, and henceforward, in the spirit
of their forefathers, may consecrate their College, not to the
limited service of & sect, but to the interests of the nation.”

It was on the same occasion that Robert Darhishire, in the
course of his memorable address, declared :—

*It is with no love of change that we have come to Oxford.
We have sought here a wider leamning, a larger intercourse
with studious and pious men in this national seat of Learning
and Religion; coming back to claim our share, as Englishmen,
in the vaditions and bonour of Oxford, conscious of our
littleness and weakness, but eonscious, also, of an equal eamest-
ness and as tree a faith, We come, and we are unfeignedly glad
to think of this—we who have been ejected and :
who have been refused the opportunities of learning here, and
been prevented from teaching anywhere,—to seize our first
opportunity opce more to take our stand, humble a3 our effort
is, with the Church of Englind iteelf—I may say with the
Churches of England—amongst those who shall mould the

highest life of our country.™

The appeal for the Oxford settlement had been urged not
simply on the ground of the greater educational efficiency
to be s0 secured, but for this added reason, that since the
benefits of the University were now open to all comers,
laymen of libersl Nonconformist families were more and
more resorting there, and for their sake as well as for the
Divinity students, who as undergraduates were already
holding external exhibitions at Oxford, the College also
ought to be there, with the offer of friendly countenance
and sympathy on the part of its teachers and the benefit of
its chapel services. Ouxford was preferred to Cambridge,
because of its great historical significance and its stronger
appeal to religious interests. “From the days of Wiclif 1o
those of Wesley and of Newman," it was pleaded, “Oxford
has been the cradle of those movements of thought which
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have most stimulated and refreshed the religious life of
England"”; and contact with the atmosphere of the Uni-
versity could not fail both to widen and invigorate the
mental outlook of rthe students.

One of the objections urged by Martincau and others
was that the College at Oxford would be isolated and not
really in touch with the life of the University, but actual
experience has proved happier than that forchoding. From
the first the students had the advantage of attending lectures
by such distinguished University teachers as Tylor, Wallace,
Diriver, Cheyne, and the privilege has always been open, for
the enrichment of the College curriculum, The welcome
received from members of the University was also more
ready and cordial than had been expected ; and as time went
on the recognition became more and more complete. This
was largely due, undoubtedly, to the eminent gifts and
character of the successive Principals and other members
of the College staff. Drummond, as a graduate of Trinity
College, Dublin, on coming to Oxford was able at once
to incorporate as a member of the University. Oxford had
conferred a DLC.L. on Martincau in 1888, and in 1901
Catpenter received an honorary M.A. and was welcomed
as 2 member of Corpus Christi College. In 1911 Jacks also
received the M.A. and Gow in 1928, Martineau had ex-
pressed the fear that the presence of the College at Oxford
would hinder mther than help the progress of the liberal
movement in the University. He would have rejoiced
when in 1920 degrees in Divinity were made open and
three years later Carpenter took an Oxford D.D. In 1922
Carpenter had been appointed a member of the University
Board of the Faculty of Theology, and Jacks a member of
the Delegacy for the training of Teachers, A further step
towards recognition has been the inclusion of College
lectures on Philosophy and New Testament in the list of
University lectures each term. Distinguished members of
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the University have also been willing to accept office as
Visiter to the College. In that capacity the names of Max
Miiller, Edward Caird, R. W, Macan and Gilbert Murray
are on the roll. For twenty years Dr. David C. Simpson,
latterly Canon of Rochester and Oriel Professor of the
Interpretation of Holy Scripture, has been a greatly valued
member of the Teaching Staff, in the department of Old
Testament and Hebrew. At the President’s luncheon, in
celebration of the opening of the Coallege, in October, 1893,
Sir William Markby, of Balliol and All Souls, following
the Warden of Merton in a speech of cordial welcome and
good wishes, said: “We hope to see Manchester College
among us a5 an integral part of our Oudord life.” On that
occasion repeated reference was made to the sorrowful loss
just sustained by the death of Jowertt, the great Master of
Ballicl, who had promised to be present and offer the wel-
come. “Tt was he,” the President said, “who weleomed and
encouraged us by his presence, when four years ago we
first came to Oxford”; and the Principal, after grateful
words of tribute to his memory, added: “While he is
unable to offer, in spoken words, the welcome which we
should have so decply prized from him, we feel his welcome
in our hearts, and I trust that something of his mre and
beautiful spirit will remain amongst us." To which Mar-
tineau also added his word of heartfelt concurrence.

The work of the College at Oxford began very quictly
in the autumn of 188y, in temporary quarters, which had
been secured in the upper rooms of an interesting old
house, go High Street. The rooms had been recently
vacated by Mansficld College on moving into its own
building, and there for the next four years Manchester
College was housed. The Principal’s opening Address, on
Friday, October z5th, was on “Old Principles and New
Hopes," and a regular Sunday morning service was also
instituted,
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The Teaching Staff consisted of the three who had moved
with the College from London: The Principal, Rev, James
Drummond, M.A., LL.D,—New Testament and Divinity.
The Vice-Principal, Rev. J. Estlin Carpenter, M.A.—His-
tory of Religion. Rev, Charles Barnes Upton, B.A., B.Sc.—
Philosophy. To whom was added the Rev, P. H, Wicksteed,
M.A., Lecturer on Social Economy."

The question of a site for the College building had been
anxiously considered. Years ago Thomas Ashton had
bought a valuable plot of ground in St. Giles', at the Alfred
Street comer, and held it at the disposal of the College, if
required; more than one other sugpestion was made, but
ultimately the decision was for a site more extended than
that in 5t. Giles’, including the old houses in Holywell,
which some years later became the College Residence, and
the open ground at the back, on which the College now
stands. Mansficld Road was only opened out into Helywell
while the College was in eourse of erection. The land was
purchased from Meron College for £8,000. The building,
of which Thomas Worthington of Manchester was the
Architect, was by the autumn of 1891 so far advanced that
on Tuesday, October 25th, a public laying of the Memorial
Stone over the main entrance took place.

It began with a simple ceremonial, when the President,
Henry Russell Greg, and other officers of the College, with
the Teaching Staff and students, walked in quict procession
from go High Street to the site, and after a bricf service
of devotion, in which Upton and Carpenter took part,
Robert Darbishire gave the address to which reference has
R e oot o3 B o 4t s on
the fimg years a2 Oaford In 1850, & bonclacdon of f3.000 was received,
under the will of Mim Joanna Dmnkin of Scuthampron, sisierin-law of
Fdeund Kell, Unbarian miniser in that town, and [n ibeir memory the
Dunkin Lecrereibip on Social Economy was founded, This was beld mare
than once by Wickisced, snd from year to year by a namber of cther dis.
tinguished ceonombs,
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more than once been made in this record.r The President
then laid a stone and unveiled the stone of dedication, beae-
ing the historic inscription: “To Truth, to Liberty, to
Religion.” His address was followed by onc from the
Principal and the Benediction pronounced by Thomas
Hincks, one of the surviving students of the York period.

A greater celebration followed in 1893, when the build-
ing was complete and a public opening took place at the
beginning of the autumn session, October 18th and 1gth.
The response to the appeal for a building worthy of the
high ideal of the College and of Oxford had shown how
widespread and deep was the interest in the undertaking
among the people of the Free Churches, who locked to the
College for the training of their ministers. The work was
on 2 scale never before contemplated in its history, and the
whole amount required, for land and building, with 10,000
for chapel endowment, £11,000 in all, was given, not indeed
before the opening, but by the end of the year, The building
fund was begun with a donation of L3000 from William
Hollins of Pleasley, and another from Henry Tate, who
afterwards added a second 3,000, thus securing the pro-
vision of the beautiful library, which bears his namec as
founder, In the list of donors to the building fund there are
more than six hundred names, and there were many others
who gave in united contributions from their congregations.
This and the satisfying completencss of the building, with
the beauty both of library and chapel, witness to the ample
measure of faith and loyalty devoted to the work.

The entrance to the Collepe is from Mansfield Road,
under the tower, with the Chapel on the south side of the
quad and the library on the north, over the lecture and
dining rooms and the junior common-room. The rooms
of the teaching staff are in the central block, fronting on
Mansficld Road, and one of these, on the ground foor, is

* CE pp. 130 mnd 10,
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now devoted to the Carpenter Library of Comparative
Religion, On the further side of the quad are domestic
buildings, and beyond these the College Garden. Such was
the plan of the original building, as opened in 1893. Larer,
in 1899, two of the Holywell houses were reconstructed
as a Residence for the students, who until then had been
in scattered lodgings, and No. 27 became the Warden's
house, In 191t an extension of the property was secured,
including two more houses, one of which, No. 29, is now
occupied by the Principal. The cost of this extension,
£12,500, was met by two gifts of £5,000, from the Arlosh
Trustees' and Sir John Brunner, who was then President,
and £z,000 from Mrs. George Holt, of Liverpool, and her
daughter. Later still, the Arlosh Hall was built on the
ground between the Chapel and the Holywell houses, and
opened in October, 1919, Percy Worthington being the
Architect, who with his father had shared in the original
building of the College,

The opening celebration in 1893 brought together a
great gathering of friends, close upon seven hundred, from
all parts of the country, and from Oxford ieself many
prominent members of the University. On Wednesday
afternoon, October 18th, the officials of the College with
members of the Committee and wvarious deputations,
together with past and present students, met in the Holy-
well Music Room nearby and proceeded to the entrance in
Mansficld Road. There 2 gold key, tendered by the Archi-
tect, was presented by the Treasurer, Charles W, Jones, to
the President, who opened the door and Jed in the assembled
company. At the door of the library another key was pre-
sented by Joseph Lupton, who had been President for the
five years before Martineau, to the Chairman of Committee,
Harry Rawson, who opened the library on behalf of Henry
Tate in his regretted absence.

" S pots ofi P 17T
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A service of dedication followed, in the Chapel,! in which
the Principal, with Upton and Carpenter, took part, and the
sermon was preached by Enfield Dowson, for more than
rwenty years the deveted secretary of the College, in suc-
cession to Charles Beard, and afterwards President, in
succession to Sir John Brusner. The Benediction was
pronoenced by Dr. Martineau, A further benediction was
received from him, when at the Communion Service next
moring he gave a decply moving address. The Com-
munion plate, then used for the first time, the gift of over
cighty old students of the College, bears this inscription,
which he, the senior of them all, had written :—

“These memarials of the Last Supper were presented to Man-
chester College, Oxford, for the Communion Table of its
Chapel, on its dedication, October 18, 1893, by past students of
the College, in grativude for its Free Teaching, and reverence
for its Interpretation of the Christian Life.™

The Principal's Opening Address was given at noon on
that day, followed by the President’s luncheon at the Ran-
dolph Hotel, ar which over two hundred guests were
entertained. The speeches on that oceasion are recorded
in the published volume of the Opening Proceedings, as
are the greetings at the Evening Reception in the library
of the various deputations, from Harvard University, the

! The cak salls in the Chapel e paselling of the walls wene there from
ihe first, bug ake beawiful sereen an the emirance wa gives kater, by Anbur
Crreg; in memory of ks beocher, Heney Banedl Grep (1832940, to whese
FTIdEIII-:iEIﬂ'H’EHI and fwiehful service &5 Presbdene, a5 for rany yeam be-
mlh:ulmhrdﬂ&mﬂlmhfﬂhﬂm&@yim
The ok benches in the body of the Chape] wese slio a laser gily of Arthur
Geeg'i. The Orgman Screen now bears the following rsesipeion: *This
Organ was given o Mancheseer College Chapel, Ocrober 183, by M.
Gensge Bue M.Htmmquf}uhlhnd. It was rebuile and enlarged
Cezober 1952, by their daughser Alice, in memory of ber hushass], Joseph
Euelin Caspemier, whoie love and wirship foond wicerance here,”™ Within
five years of the cpeniag all the windoms i the Chapel were Alled with
colouted glis, the work of Willkam Marris from desigr by Bame-Jones,
Eiven as memoelals by varleus Friends, The fast 10 be flked was ooe of the
soull windows, fGcing the argan, the gift of old snedents of the College,
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Bishop and Consistory of the Unitarisn Churches in Hun-
gary, the Hibbert Truse, the Presbyterian Board, Cross
Street Chapel, Manchester, and Cairo Street Chapel, War-
rington. Among those who speke at the luncheon were
the Principal and Dr. Marntineau, Professor C. C. Everett
of Harvard Divinity School, Canon Fremantle, Dr. Vance
Smith, Professor Dicey, and, as already noted, the Warden
of Merton and Sir William Markby.

The ideal of service to which the Principal desired the
Callege, in its new home, to be devoted, he pictured in the
following passage of his opening Address 1 —

“The f{uture must reveal its own secrets. Meanwhile we are
bere, restored by the providence of God to the impiring
sssociations of a poble inhedtance, to bear 2 wery humble,
bur, I truse, a faithful part, in shaping the young life of this
great mation. We stand, 1 suppose in common with all colleges,
for purity of character, for a manly sense of duty, for plin
living and high thinking; but we stand also for freedom of
conscience and of intellect, outward frecdom from all human
fetters, inward freedom wrought in the soul by the Spirt of
God; for spirituslity of worship, and doseness of communion
between the Father and his child; for Christian fellowship
unlimited by uniformity in rtual or belief, But to the lofty
ideal of the Puritan we would add the grace and playfulness,
the sweetness and tenderness, the richness and beauty of a
wider humanity. And so we pass beyond our Puritan forefathers
to & Son of Man to whom the whole Cheistisn Church looks
up, and in the divine completeness of whose manhood we rise
to be sons of God."”

Tue Arvosw Beseracmon
(Nt from p. 1714
The great benefaction of James and Tsabella Arlosh, who died
within a few days of each other in 1904, came to the College
through the tragic circumstance of the desth of their anly son,
Godirey, while an undergraduate at Oxford, in 1850, He was
at Brasenose, and out riding one day in July of that year, fell
from his horse. The parents in their desolate grief found great
M
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support and comfort in the College services, first in the room
at go High Street, and lj;lﬁt;:tﬂl in the Ch.lpd.{.lr:l]in the

and fricndship College teschers, T
mdﬂm of the Six Days nijﬂ!innﬂ !h: Ehpfinwnmr:
their gift, in memory of their son. James Ardosh was
mrv‘ivsnr in the male line of a Cumberland family of landed
geatry, with & record reaching back for more than six hundred
years. (CF. Loasdale’s Cwmivrdand Worthins.) Tt wean theie estare,
Woodside, near Carlisle, that eame from him to the College,
For some gencrations the family had used an abbreviated form
of their name, and there is an interesting historical link with
the College at an easlier date in the fact that James Losh, the
grandfather of James the benefactor, was for many yeas o
member of the congregation of William Turner, of Newcastle-
on-Tyne, closely associated as Visivor with the College at York.
This elder James graduated at Cambridge in 1786 and studicd
for the Church, but having become a Unitarian, read for the
Bar, and was ultimately Recorder of Newcastle. Turner preached
his funesal sermon in 1833, ]lm?u:yﬂmr]:d'ﬁ‘: also educated for
rhe Church, vatlng ar Dus 2 T osome years was
viu:ut'hquf:'il;finﬂumhuhnd; hurllhrhtnlsu-_rﬂlumi
that he was o Unitarian, and resipned his living. His fher,
William Septimus Losh, bad inherited the family estate late in
life, after the death of six elder brothers without issue, and
then within a year he also died. 50 James Arlosh, an only child,
came into possession. After his death, the Arosh legatees,
having contributed [y.000 towards the purchase of the land
and having built the Hall at a cost of over {10,000, were enabled
to place an endowment of some [io,000 at the disposal of
the College. At the public opening of the Hall, the chair was
taken by the President, Enfield Dowson, uhd_u mmgunl
address was given by H. A. L. Fisher, ar that time President
ufth:erdn[Edumdnu.ﬂrmnflhnh“:m?wdlhy
Mirs. Humphry Ward and seconded by the Master of University.
The proceedings are reported in the faguirr of October 18,
1919,

THE COLLEGE TEACHERS

Of the teachers in the College who took part in the cpening
procecdings in 1893 not one now remains. Their lives,
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each prolonged to the full measure of over eighty years,
and the fine work they accomplished, went far to establish
the reputation of the College at Oxford and left it enriched
by many beautiful and precious memories,

James Drummond (1855-1918) was the younger son of
Dr. W. Hamilton Drummond, of Dublin, He took a
brilliant degree, as Senior Classic, at Trinity College, before
his Divinity course in London, and was subscquently
minister for ten years at Cross Street Chapel, Manchester.
He had already given twenty years of service to the College,

he came, as Principal, to Oxford. Two of his most
valuable works of scholarship, embodying the material of
claborate courses of lectures, had been already published,
The Jewish Messiab, in 1877, and Phile Judeens, a study of
Jewish Alexandrine Philosophy, in 1883, In 18g4 his
Hibbert Lectures, on the fundamental truths of Christianity,
appeared, with the title s, Veritar, Vita, and in 1809
his commentary on the Pauline Epistles, one of the volumes
of Putnam's International Handbooks to the New Testa-
ment. Then came the Life and Letters of James Martinean and
in 1903 his elaborate work on the Fourth Gospel. In 1906
he retired, but continued devoted to his chosen studies to
the end, which came on June 13, 1918, Two years aftec his
retirement he had published an invaluable work, Shudier af
Christian Dectrine, and finally four velumes of a more
purely devotional and practical character, fobamnine Medizs-
frons, The Way of Life (two volomes on the Parables and
other Teaching of Jesus) and Powlise Meditations. The
proofs of this last were on his desk when he died, and it
was issued with a Memorial Introduetion consisting of
Personal Memories by his daughter Edith, and a fuller
study of his life and work as “Religious Teacher and Theo-
logian™ by one of his students, G. Dawes Hicks. The Times
memorial notice was headed “A Great Theologian,” and
spoke of his long life of studious labour, “as scholar and
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upon fifty, though not all of them so completely concen-
trated on College work, and for five years, up to his eightieth
birthday, he was also President. He and Upton came to the
College together, and when Drummond suecceeded Mar-
tineaw a5 Princpal in 1885, he became Viee-Principal, and
continued in full work at College for the first ten years at
Oxford. In 189y he resigned as Vice-Principal and gave up
the greater part of his teaching, to concentrate more fully
upon literary work and other religious interests in the
country. At College he retained only the Case Lectureship in
Comparative Religion, the establishment of which was due
to the Hibbert Trustees. Then in 1906, when Drommond
retired, he became Principal and held office entil 1915. In
1914 he bad been appointed in the University as Wilde
Lecturer in Comparative Religion, and he continued to hold
the College lecoureship also on that subject until his final
retirement in June, 19z4. In the autumn of that year there
was 2 happy celebration of his eightieth birthday, when at
a festive dinner at College two letters of congratulation
were presented, from the College jtself and from one hun-
dred and thirty-four old students of his period, from 187y
onward, with warm expressions of reverence, gratitude and
affection. Diligent to the end, with an astonishing persis-
tence of vitality and determined purpose, he published in
his cighty-third year a mastery work on the Johannine
Writings, a study of the Apocalypse and the Fourth Gospel,
and had been contemplating further work when on June 2nd
of that year he died, in great peace, “a learned, pentle and
most Christian soul.™ His was a record unique in length
of time and illustrious, among the most honourable in the
College history. We are happy in the possession of the
Memorial Volume, with 2n admirable and most satisfying

i 8o bhe wai deseribed by the Pablic Orasns of the Universivy: “Plosar Col-

Hmum-:.ptum theol LEulin
i Uﬂ“JWF‘Jm Caspeniles, Enkmam
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memoir by Dr, €. H. Herford, the beautiful and intimate
Revaliections, by one of his Oxford students, J. H. Weatherall
{now Principal of the College), and contributions of great
value from Professor A. 5. Peake on his Old and New
Testament work and by Dr. L. K. Farnell, on what was
perhaps Carpenter’s most distinctive work, in Comparative
Religion.* When he came to Oxford, Max Miller was still
engaged in his great work of editing the Sacred Books of
the East, but in the teaching of the University the study of
Comparative Religion was far from receiving the attention
that was its due. Carpenter, as a lecturer on the subject, was
something of a pioneer, and his work brought distinction
to himself and to the College. He took a leading part in
the work of the International Congress for the History of
Religions {1908) and in various summer schools of Theology
held in Oxford. The gift to the library of his valuable col-
lection of books on Comparative Religion is not the least
of the benefits the College owes to him.

With these three, as alecady noted, Philip Henry Wick-
steed (1844-1927) was associated, as lecturer on Social
Economy, for three of the first years at Oxford, and later
he twice held the Dunkin lectureship on that subject, in
1898 and 1912, Although not on the permanent staff of the
College, he was throughout the time of Carpenter’s service
intimately associated with the work. They were of the same
age and died in the same year. From their student days
together in London they were as brothers, and when Car-
' There iy alen an exhaoseive Bihliogmphy, whick shows the grest nge of
Clrpﬂmﬂ'q:mlﬂ-ﬂudlh::hhhmnfldﬁtmﬂn]fnbﬂmml
imparmng of his books are noted here: The Lify and WFark of s
187y ; Tie Firar Three Cragpele, their and Ralsitiony, 180, 1?2 Tis Hirsca-
teack, winh Infrodsriion, eoc. (with | Baarervby), tgos; Hitdy im
Ninetormth Crndwry, 1503 Jomer Mardinign, Theslapion and Tembyr, toeg; Th
Dighe Nihepa (Pall Teat Socicty), Vols. I and 11, with Rhys Duvids, 1955,
1gas, Yol 111 alane, 1911 ; Comparati Raeljprer, Hosne Unlverdty Libragy,
"915- Pharer of .Emj- f:ﬁ'u-fw*,r Amcrican Leetares, 1geb; Thulos in

Mtiora Imdfe, Hibbert Loctares, 1930 ; Huddfiirer snd Clrdritanffy, @ Comtrast
and & Parallel, Jowest Lecrares, 1983 ‘I!irjm [Fritimgr, 1q07.
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been repeatedly raised in the course of its history. Well-
beloved consistently maintained the principle of freedom.
Tayler devoted a long passage of his opening address in
October, 1857, to exphining the relation of the avowed
Unitarianism of the teachers in the College to their theo-
logical teaching, and when Addis resigned, the Committee
bore testimony with regard to him:—

“He has been entirely loyal to m::fthtﬂu]l
while at the same time & con e nd:'th:!l.ng!rﬂn
Church. His presence in the College has been a striking

af the possibility of doing what Manchester College claims to
do, wir.: “frecly imparting Theological knowledge without
insisting on the adoption of particular Theological opinions.”
He has taupghe the Old Testament not in the interests of any
church, but a5 o scholar secking freely and without prejudice
o know and to impart the truth.”

There had been a previous occasion for questioning, when
on the day of the stone-laying in 1891 the opening address
to the students was given by 2 well-known Broad Church-
man, known to many as a4 contributor to the Theolspraal
Revirw, John Owen3 (1836~ 66), Rector of East Anstey, North

' Cf. pp. 76 and 3,

i Published in ihe Clrirtien Robrmer of that yrar and qaoted in the College
tepart of 1818, “Uslaaaniem la say form b not the medivos, bai the -
gueney of ot weaching, fAowing from ihe spplication of e principles on
which it is based. In proportion to the strength of our coovi that Uni-
tarkanisen b in sccondince with the waching of Serfpeuse, will be our =l
Beis 1o leave it to this lawoe. We are sog pledped beforchand to any part
eubar type of doctrine.™

1 The addecs on "The Medifieatton of Dopma regasded 21 8 Condiifon of
Husnun Propeess” was afterwards published, 1t eoniained an eloguent vindl-
casion of the foundutbon painciple of ke Collepe, Having podnied 4o the
expericice of history a3 witasssing 1o the decay of varlous forme of snclent
dogreariim, ke sabd ! "Yeour Foundaticn-—difesens from all those tbae have
preceded i in this Unbversdep—is based on other principles. Freedean gnd

lesson
hiaman intellect snd the condiricms. of its energies, thar we can B0 moee
ferer Trath in her etermal forwerd musch tan we can smy the motion of
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Devon. When the action of the Committee in inviting Owen
was called in question by influential trustees, the reply was
an emphatic vindication of its consistency with the aims
and principles of the College.

“In sdhering o its welcome offered to a Scholir trained in
another School, the Comminee desire simply to recognize a
fellowship in that higher learning of Theology, which is the
exclusive propesty of no single communion or pamy, and o
make ecordial acknowledgment of an enlightened sympathy
with its own eforts, which it deeply values,™

And the Principal, in offering cordial thanks for the address,
paid tribute to Owen, as having come among them with
frankness and courage:—

“He was liable to some misenderstanding in moge than ooe
direceion; but this he has boldly faced, in order to express a
sympathy which he has told us he had long felt with the freedom
of our position, and to prove that it is possible for 1 member
of the Church of England to enter cordially and sympathetically
into the very principles for which a body of Nonconformists
were driven out of the Chuech, and forced to cocupy & sepamte
position in English life, two hundred years ago. I hope that this
friendly visit, though only a small beginning, may be a sign that
the old eamities are to die completely away, and that the time
is coming within sight when the various denominations will
meet a8 brothers, and will help ooe another in seeking after
learning and truth,”

To appoint a clergyman in orders to a regular teaching post
in the College went much farther than the simple invitation
to a friendly visit, but it has been no less definitely vindi-
cated, a8 consistent with the open principle of the College.
Martineau had been anxious that Colenso should be ap-

wus o plenct,—chat we can 6o made aetest ber growh, of lmis it to oo
pariieuler seape, chan we can e the inceming few of the sccan, of fender
far ever mosiondes the cocrnal progrosion of time.™ Oen wan the snbos
of Erveirgr srah tbe Thepiier, 8 wola,, 1880 ; Tl Thotics of e Fromd Rimziz-
sanre, R0y The Jhepoiey of ole Tialion Rmsirsamer, 1895 and The Fi Gross
Sheptieal Dramar of Hisiery, tigh,
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pointed in 1874 to the Chair of Old Testament and Drum-
mond was clearly in sympathy with the suggestion;* but on
the College Committee opinion was divided, and the invi-
tation was not given. Colenso, Martineau felt, had clearly
proved himself a devout, fearless and independent religious
thinker, who in his teaching would sarisfy the requirement
of the College for “the free exercise of a competent mind
and the conscientious communication of its best light," and
as regards his relation to the Church of his ordination, and
subscription to its articles, that was a matter for his own
judgment and conscicnce, and not for sny inguisition on
the part of the College. "I do not see,” Martineau wrote,
“that our own rule of abstinence from tests obliges us to
sct up a test against tests.” In Colenso's case, as in that of
other Broad Churchmen, such as Stanley and Jowett, with
whom he steod in intimate relations, it was impossible for
him to question their honour and sincerity, or their com-
petence to teach, in the freedom of the spinit which they
claimed. So also Darbishire wrote, in the matter of Owen,
in 1891, that the principle of non-subscription to formu-
lated creeds was fundamental to the College Committee, a5
to their crities, “but we neither pretend to constrain anyone
to be a non-subscriber, nor refuse such service as he can
give, because he conscientiously subscribes.™

One of the reasons given for the establishment of the
College at Oxford was that in the University “there has
recently sprung up 2 school of theological teachers com-
bining the broadest liberality with the most distinguished
scholarship, and it would be of the utmost benefit to our
students to attend the lectures of these eminent men.™ And
surely, if such & teacher, from whom it was good for the
students to learn in the University, was willing 1o come
into the College, and could whole-heartedly accept its
principle of free teaching and free learning, if he was judged

t CF Life and Letters of Jamer Martiveas, ¥ol. IL pp. aj-50
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to be the best teacher available on any required subject,
there could be no valid reason against the acceptance of his
services, but on the contrary he should be most cordially
weloomed,

This matter of principle was brought into acute debate
in connection with Addiss position in the College, and a
further question, which arose at the same time, with regard
to students holding College bursaries, who avowed the
intention of entering the ministry of the Church. A con-
siderable nomber of the supporters of the College had mis-
givings as to its position in Oxford and feared that its Non
conformist principles were being compromised. In Sep-
tember, 1904, a requisition, signed by forty-five Trustees,
asked for a gpecial meeting, with notice of a resolution, to
declare :—

**That the historical principle of the College is that it is a non-
subscribing Protestant Institution, that its essential purpose is
the training of students for a Minkstry of Religion in which
no theological test is imposed; and that no portion of the funds
of the College can properly be applied for any purpose incon-
sistent with the principles of Noncoaformity Nonsubscrip-
tion,"

On this, the Committee gave notice of an amendment to be
moved at the meeting on their behalf, maintaining that
the College adhered to its fundamental principle, “and the
Trustees will do nothing to limit for themselves and their
successors the freedom the College has inherited and has
enjoyed for nearly a century and a quarter.”

Documents appealing to the history of the College were
issued on both sides, and there was much preliminary
correspondence. Those who argued that the benefits of the
College ought to be restricted to students destined for ser-
vice in Mon-subscribing Churches ignored the fact that it
had been from the first declared “open to young men of
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every religious denomination, from whom no test or con-
fession of faith will be required™ and that some of the
first students enrolled were specifically marked for Divinity
“in the Church™; and further, that in one of the circulars of
the first Manchester period it was definitely stated, in view
of the importance of the students’ attendsnce at public
worship, that “seats will be provided, both in the Estab-
lished Church and in the Dissenting Chapels.™ It is, of
course, manifest, from the whole record of the College,
that it is a “Nonsubscribing Protestant Institution,” that it
was founded by a body of broad-minded Nonconformists,
with the definite purpose of providing for the education of
their own ministers; but no less clear is the principle on
which the College is founded, as a public institution, not
confined to the interests of any one denomination, and for
teachers and students alike free from the imposition of
any dogmatic test. It was because the open principle
of the Collepe and its ideal of genuine catholicity were
fele to be endangered that the issue between the resolu-
tion and the Committee’s amendment was regarded as
critical.

The meeting was held in the College on November 2gth,
the President, 5. A. Steinthal, in the chair, and the names of
one hundred and forty-five Trustees present were recorded.
The resolution in question was moved by John Harrison, a
great grandson of Ralph, the College tutor of the first Man-
chester period, secondly by W. G. Tarrant, and supported
by C. ]. Street and A. W, Fox. The amendment was moved
by Russell Scott and seconded by Arthur H. Worthington,
who in 1893 had suceceded Robert Darbishire as lay secre-
tary of the College. In support of the amendment letters
were read from Richard Armstrong and Stopford Brooke;
other speakers in support were Drummond, Wicksteed,
Carpenter and Lewis Beard. The amendment was acoepted
Sl ' CF.p. 62 .
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by a decisive vote of 113 to 29, and then passed as the
substantive motion. A full report of the discussion appeared
in the lequirer of December 3rd.

From that time, Addis had still six years of service as a
teacher in the College. His increasing attachment to the
Church and desire for ministry in its communion had raised
a difficulty for him in connection with the Sunday services
in the College Chapel and the prevailing Unitarianism of
the services and the congregation. He did not feel happy
in prezching there and asked at the beginning of the year
to be relieved from the duty, in which members of the staff
took their turn. It was a request to which the Principal felt
bound to accede, though it was contrary to his own feeling
and desire. Addis, writing on the subject to the secretary,
said that he took every opportuanity to let his friends know
that his withdrawal was entirely voluntary, on his own part,
and he bore testimony to the perfect harmony of feeling
betoreen himself and the other members of the staff. Three
years later he withdrew also from the charge of the Resi-
dence, of which since its establishment he had been the
Head. His devoted work, as teacher, continued until his
resignation in 1910, when Simpson was appointed his suc-
cessor. So the open princple of the College, 25 a Free
School of Theology, was again demonstrated, with fresh
emphasis on the desire for that “comprehensive spirit,”
and the “wider intercourse and fellowship,” of which
Drummond had spoken, when the foundation-stone was
laid.
The further appointments in the College of those who
have since carried on the work remain to be briefly recorded.
When Simpson succeeded Addis, Carpenter was Principal,
and Lawrence Pearsall Jacks, as successor to Upton since
1903, in the Chair of Philosophy, was Dean, in charge of
the Residence, and was to follow Carpenter as Principal in
1915, In that year, in the midst of the difficule time of the
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War, Henry Gow also joined the teaching staff. He and
Jacks, graduates of London University, had been fellow-
students in the College in London, and they together
reached the age-limit of seventy years in the service of
the College, retiring in June, 1931. Since 1903, Gow had
been clerical secretary of the College, in succession to
Enficld Dowson, and when he first joined the teaching
staff, taking up Carpenter's New Testament work, he still
continued his ministry at Rosslyn Hill Chapel, Hampstead.
Then in 1922 he came for whole-time service to Oxford.
He was appointed Warden of the Residence, and in 1926
Vice-Principal. Raymond V. Holt, an Oxford graduate, who
was a student in the College during the first years of Car-
penter’s principalship, also joined the staff first for parn-
time service, being then minister at Banbury. He came in
1921, as Danicl Jones Fellow, for rescarch and teaching of
Church History, and three years later settled in Oxford for
whole-time service.' In that year, 1924, J. Cyril Flower,
also an old student, was appointed Upton Lecturer in the
Psychology of Religion, being at the same time in the
ministry at Cambridge. After a year's absence he has now
come into residence for whole-time service at the College.
These two and Canon Simpson remain as members of the
teaching staff, who after the farewell 1o Jacks and Gow
continue to serve the College with the new Principal,
John Henry Weatherall, He, an Oxford graduate, of Exeter
College, a Divinity student of the years 18g3-—g6, with a
record of teaching at Carmarthen College, of University
Extension lecturing and of ministry, takes his place sixth
in the notable succession of old students, who have come
back to teach and serve as Principal—Tayler, Martineau,
Drummond, Carpenter, Jacks, Weatherall,

¢ Hole is College librarian end alio secreswry of the Old Snadents” Associas
tin, which was extablished En 1919,
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THE PAST AND THE OFEN FUTURE

Looking back over rather more than forty years of com-
pleted work since the Callege was brought to Oxford, and
comparing this period with the thirty-seven years at York
and thirty-six in London, it appears that the average number
of students trained for the ministry, who have gone out
from year to year—sometimes more, sometimes less and
once of twice none at all—has remained very much the same
through the three periods. The roll of Divinity students at
York numbered 122, that of London 113, while at Oxford
the number i3 now up to 134, reckoning men alone. The
average thercfore has not varied more than a fraction over
three in the year for cach period. Bur while that must seem
an extraordinarily small result, considering the labour ex-
pended and the ample resources of the College, it muost be
remembered that this central and specific purpose of the
training of ministers is really very far from representing all
that is sccomplished by the College—quite apart from the
great value of the published writings of its teachers—in
the service of learning and religion. That is emphatically the
case in regard to Oxford, and here even in the matter of
the training of ministers the average of attainment ought to
be placed considerably higher.

The controversy over the admission of women to the
College was settled in London, afier a resolute litile com-
pany headed by Frances Power Cobbe and Anna Swanwick
had made their way into Martinean’s lecture-room. The
debate was prolonged over two years, ending with the Yote
for admission at an adjourned meeting of Trustees in
February, 1876. That was the period in which the degrees
of London University were also opened to women, and for
several years, up to the time of his retirement, women, as
occasional students, attended Martinean's lectures, The first
woman to be admitted to the full course of training for the
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ministry entered the College as a graduate from 5t. Andrews
in 1gor and six others have since then completed the full
course, while other women have come in for shorter periods
of study, from this country and Ameriea.’ These should be
added to the Oxford roll of 134, and there are further addi-
tions to be made. The succession of Transylvanian students
from the Unitarian Church of that country, which began
in London, has been continued at Oxford, and to these have
been added Indian students, destined for service in con-
nection with the Brahmo Samaj, also a number of Japanese
students and welcome visitors from the United States. Nor
has the teaching of the College been confined to this en-
larged company of its own students. Its influence has
reached a wider circle of students drawn from other Col-
leges in the University, who have come in to hear Carpenter
on Compartive Religion and Jacks on Philosophy, and
other distinguished men who have been inwited to the
Collcge to give special courses or occasional lectures of
public interest. It is one of the cherished memories of the
College that for six years from 1g9oé® onward Henry Jones
of Glasgow University was Hibbert Lecturer in Meta-
physics, and to the interest of the Hibbert Trust the College
has also owed the lectures given by such eminent philoso-
phers as William James, Royee, Boutroux, Bergson, Sorley,
Burnet and Pringle-Pattison. When Dean Inge lectured for
the College in 1920 the attendance on his course, in the
Arlosh Hall, varied from three to four hundred. A similar
far-reaching interest in the work of the College has been
1 A& speetal Bepaee of che Commince on the admision of Weemnen wodens
{hixy, 19 15) referred to comuin diffcudiben thar kad been realized, throwgh (ke
presence of a small number of women in what wai cosentially a communisy
of men, e asnoanced freah regulatioes which i wai hoped woald obviate
any such difeulsien end “open the way mmhmm-ﬂ
suimble women srodents who may dedee 1o come 1o the

' T wans in oy thas Hﬂ'l.lj']-m{lljl-lp.ﬂ}, wheo had gleeady been Dhans

kin Lecvarer, gave the Cersenary Address In the College on *“The Fhilo-
sophy of Marriresn in relstion o tke Idealism of the Presenr Day.™
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secured by those who, following Philip Wicksteed, have
held the Dunkin Lectureship on Social Economy. Among
these have been Graham Wallas, Muirhead, Bosanquet,
A. L. Smith, M. E. Sadler, Clutton-Brock, Marriott and
Hobhouse. To Carpenter's initiative and wide acquaintance
with Continental scholass, especially in the feld of Com-
parative Religion, were due the visits of Pleiderer, Jean
Réville, Cumont, Wendt, Krliger, Paul Sabatier and others;
his interest in the Religions of India brought Rabindranath
Tagore in 1913, a visit happily repeated in 1930, when the
Arlosh Hall at his lectures and the Chapel when he preached
at a Sunday moming service, were crowded to the doors.

During the whole course of his work for the College
Jucks had been at the same time exerting a far-reaching
influence on religious, moml and social thought, through
his editorship of the Hibbers Josrnal, and to him, as to Car-
penter, has been largely due the increasing power of the
College for wider service.! Further opportunity, beyond the
regular work of the scssions, the College has enjoyed
through the part its teachers have taken in the summer
meetings of University Extension students, through their
lectures and the Chapel services.

The desire of Jacks, as Principal, that the resources of
the College might be put to fuller use led him to suggest the
introduction of Education as an additional subject of study,

Mng;hed:myuuqfh;pdmphhp.]ﬂh gabned o conseently
increasing reporation, which bas refleceed hooowsr on the College, by his
Hibben lecruzes given (n Empoment ceminos ket the cousiry, and by
ru.muhq:l.nupnrhtl.l'nlnhiﬁum weud hariber by his poblisked weltings,

by yoi somploe, In addiica o the iragina.
tive wark of his Mad Thipbendr and of Smakeswer, the velume of philos
sophical essays, The Alobesry of . and his Lives of Swopford Brooke
and Charles Hurgrove, shoald be specially noeed here, Many of his lecnares
ﬂmhﬂbﬁmpﬂﬂhﬂhiﬂ##ﬁ;’iﬂmﬁﬂTﬁ
Challonge of Life, Religiset Perpleciies, & Liwing
Uinirrsv, He is ahio the editor of a series of studles cn "The Faithe : Varieties
fﬂuﬂrﬂmﬁ:mﬂ.“m?hﬂhﬂmﬂﬁﬁ'mﬂ!mmfﬁ
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to meet what he felt to be “the growing tendency among
teachers to regard the work of education in close connection
with the philosophy of life and their desire to study its first
principles in a religious atmosphere.”™ Special lecturers were
invited to initiate the experiment, beginning with a course
by R. H. Tawney, 1921, and three years later a scheme was
adopted, in the hope of bringing in a new element of lay
students into the College, The scheme included “Sunday
School Teachers, Lay Preachers, Social Workers, Teachers,
intending Teachers and accredited Students of three years'
standing in the movement generally known as Adult
Education, especially in the Workers' Educational Associa-
tion.” The oaly appreciable response, so far, to the induce-
ments thus offered was from men associated with the
Workers" Educational Association, who, with the help of
“Adult Education Studentships,” came to the College for
periods of study of from one to three years, They greatly
valued the opportunity for such study, and their presence
added an interesting and welcome clement to the College
community. The last of the students so admitted completed
his course in June, 1931. It will be & question for the
future whether this or any similar effort can be usefully
continued. Any such enlargement of the scope of work,
within the compass of its resources, could hardly fail to
be of advantage to the College, not merely in the mateer of
numbers, but by reason of the wider range of interests
brought into its common life, with decided benefit to the
students of Divinity, in their preparation for a special
calling.

This record of the College ends at a point of new depar-
ture in its history. It should suffice to have made its position
clear, a5 an old foundation, with an open furure, an institu-
tion in one sense denominational, and yet fundamentally,
on principle and avowedly, undenominational, open to all
alike : denominational in the fact of its origin in connection
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with a certain body of Liberal Nonconformists, from whom,
in the present community of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches, it derives its main support, and also in the fact
that with few exceptions its Divinity students have entered
with a view to ministry in those Churches; but always with
this proviso—"denominational” in the Open Way, pledged
to the service of Truth alone, as the Churches of its imme-
diate connection also are, definitely on the foundation of
Freedom, open to all reverent seckers of truth in religion
and philosophy. The College has never assumed that this
desire for a true freedom of mind and spirit is confined to
on¢ denomination alene, and the hope has not been aban-
doned that its appeal may yet reach a wider circle than that
of its original community, that students contemplating
ministry in other Churches may be glad to come in,* and
yet ampler opportunities be found of service to the cause
of leaming and religion.

The College had its origin in the religion of the founders
and their faith in spiritval freedom, the result of which
the whele course of this record has served to illustrate. It
is a fact to be recognized as matter of history, that in the
College, as in the Churches, the conviction of truth has
determined the position of its teachers, in the broad feld
of Christian experience, as from the first prevailingly Uni-
tarian. So it has remained, through all the changing aspects
of recent religious thought ; and the worship of the College

t There have been such cxven in tbe pase, wnd s 8 marter of fao; the prin-
ciple of Froedomn has w0 worked ouz dusing these fory years of the College
at Oaford chat scveral of it wodenes have gone out 1o ministor in othe
Churches. It in ensenafal thay the sindene’ freedom should be genaine, 10
fallow the elesr eonviedom of truch, ard firally, in welf-dedication to the
ministry, to make conscicnslous ehobee of the religious connection la whick
they dexise to serve. So i1 bas come sbowt thar, while the large majarity of
these who eptered the College have fulfilled their purpose of mindwery a8
Unitasdans la the communicy of io immedise connection, there have been
cases of men whoen coaviciion led o the Church of England, to the Meeho-
dist, the Presbyierisn, the Congregational Charnch,—men wheo, in making
szl ehaice, were peefecly within cheir rght.
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Chapel has been inevitably of the same type. But this has
not been a matter of dogmatic presupposition and insist-
ence. The dedication of the College “to Truth, to Liberty,
to Religion” is not a mere pretence or idle profession; its
teachers are pledged only to reverent setvice in that Open
Way.z

The greater prevalence in the present day of the desire
for liberty of faith and utterance, with a more genuine
catholicity of religious communion, completer mutual
understanding and co-operation among members of different
religious bodies furnishes the more teason for gladness, on
the part of all supporters of the College, in their devotion
to its high ideal, It is an added reason for confidence in
the future. It does not mean that the task of the College
is accomplished and its service no longer required, but
rather that the work may now be carried on with happier

* A timely illustration and justification of the foundation principle of the
College Martineau offered in the speech with which, as President, he moved
the commemorative resolution at the June meeting of Trustees in the Cen-
tenary year of the College (cf. p. 163):

““Suppose this College had been set up by Unitarians as such, on trust to
impart an education, including some specified contents of their own most
liberal type of doctrine. “There can be no harm,’ it might be said, ‘in asking
assent to what every Christian believes.” Suppose, then, that in 1786 the
College had been opened on that principle, and that nothing had been laid
down for acceptance by Tutors and Students, except propositions which
were at that time held to be absolutely axiomatic and beyond dispute. Any-
one who knows the state of theological opinion a century ago will perceive
that, in spite of this honest intention to take a stand on immovable and
common ground, positions would have been laid down which are absolutely
untenable now. . . . Where should we have been now, if the changes which
bave occupied the century from Dr. Barnes to Dr, Drummond had been all
barred out? Should we have fixed a tenderer or a colder eye upon the face
of Christ? Should we have been conscious of a closer ot of a more distant
relation between the human spirit and the Divine? May we not say that,
when tested by spiritual results, no less than when estimated by the wisdom
of necessity, our free principle is amply justified? To suppose that our will
can arrest the law of change which is inherent in the growth of the human
mind is presumption; to wish that it could do so is infidelity. Life itself is
movement, its highest form is the stir of thought; and the longing for sta-
tionary thought is a prayer for death! For my part, I am heartily thankful
ltixat we and our forefathers have sincerely conformed to this Providential

W.”
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confidence, in fellowship with other comrades in a good
cause.

The College has a definite work to do in the service of
the Churches? and in the great field of religious culture for
the common good. The achievements of the past stand on
record. The fine tradition of the College, the memory of its
teachets, the fellowship of its friends, can be contemplated
with a deep and thankful satisfaction; and there is every
reason to hope that in the future the vigour of its life will
be well maintained and its coming teachers will not fail
to carry on the good tradition. What shall yet be achieved
the future alone can tell; but it is greatly to be wished that
before long another teacher may be found in the College,
following Carpenter as an authority in Comparative Reli-
gion, to supply a need seriously felt in the University; and
memories of what has been give ground for hope that in
the coming time other voices may be heard, kindred to that
of James Drummond, “devout interpreter of the mind of
Christ,” with the kindling power of a pure spiritual faith,
and with the moral ardour and commanding genius of
Martineau—not in the lecture-room and the College Chapel
only, but on some happier day in the pulpit also of the
University Church.

The concluding passage of Drummond’s opening address
of 1893 has been already cited.2 Those words of hope and
aspiration for the College followed a reference he had
made to the situation, as it might affect the duty of the
College, which would arise when the last barriers of dog-
matic and ecclesiastical restriction should be removed, and
t The close connection of the College with the community of Unitarian and
Free Christian Churches has been happily recognized by frequent vacation
meetings within its walls of Summer Schools of the Sunday School Associa-
tion and the Social Service Union, and Easter gatherings of the Fellowship
of Youth and the Lay Preachers’ Union. In 1906 the College welcomed the
National Conference of Unitarian, Free Christian and other Non-subscribing

and kindred Congregations to Oxford.
: Cf. p. 177.
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the ideal of free reaching in theclogy be completely realized
in the University. Martineau, in the critical debate of 1889,
had sugpested that when that time came there would be no
further need for Manchester College as a separate institu-
tion and it might contemplate a “dignified euthanasia." But
not s0 Drummond, speaking as Principal in the completed
College building :—

“We are bere not to incolcate this Theology or thar, but to
explore the open field of divine truth, so far 35 God may grant
s power, and to teach all whom we can influence to prize truth
above all worldly or party gains, and to weigh every conclusion
in the cven scales of a just and sober and prayerful j:ﬁﬂtﬂ!.
But why, then, have we reared o permanent home dedicated
to Truth, to Liberty, to Religion®; for may we not at last lose
our separate existence in the completeness of victory and melt
away into the general body of an emancipated mﬁm? Only
one faculty in the University is stll boend by tests; and if the
time should come when the Professors of Theology ace chosen,
without regard to their cotesimstical connection, simply on
account of the extent and salidity of their learning, the soundness
and impastlality of thelr judgment, and the spirituality of their
character, our distinction will indeed be gone, and we shall
offer up hallelujahs to the Loed of all for this breaking down of
ancient walls of comity and sepamation. Ber s then o sball maf
be witbout a function to fwlfil. As the ancient Colleges prepare men
for their degrees in Ants, 5o we could offer tutorial help in the
preparation for degrees in Diviniry. Moreover we eould provide
the student for the ministry with chat special training  which
a distinct profession requires. And further, we can hardly
anticipate the time when there will be no divergent Schools of
Theology; for though 1 am profoundly convinced thar perfeet
freedom of thought and study will bring sbout far greater unity
of belief than decisions of Councils and Acts of Uniformity
have ever done, still the tendencies of the human mind are 20
various, afd the objects of religious contemplation exhibit so
many aspocts, and extend so far beyond the mnge of our faculties,
thar there must always be different tones of theological thoughr,
and the vivid play of faith will never stagnate into the deadness
of o fixed and mechanical knowledge.”
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So then the College will still have a part to play in the
vital movements of thought and the general life of the
University, while it carries on its own distinctive work of
training men for the ministry. It would be faithless to sup-
pose that it can have no contribution of value to make to
the full current of learning and inspiration which Aows
through College and University channels into the life of the
nation,

Of the nature of such contribution, Edwin Odgers had
also written in the course of the discussion of 138g:—

“If we share the hope—and | do so most fervently—that before
many years Subscription will be no longer required from the
occupants of Divinity Chairs at Oxford, is not this an additional
reason why we should do all we can vo insure that every good
result of sur free reaching has fair play and representation, in the
free teaching of the Oxford that is to be? We must not stand
apart; we must be ready to contribute to the teaching Seaff
of the new Open Faculty men approved by Ouford standards,

her distinguished sons, who know her men and

her methods, and who, besides this, can bring to the task they
undertake that mixture of sobeicty and fearlessness, of consciens
tious independence and sympathetic understanding of opposing
systems, which stand to many of us as the distinguishing mark
of our College, our heritage from the past, and our ideal seill."

It is not for us to forecast the future; but faith will hold
to the ideal, and the issue is in God®s hand. We know whar
is required of these whe would “follow the Gleam,"—what
coumge, what reverence, what humility, what camest, stead-
fast purpose. “Freedom to grow in the knowledge of God™
is the trust and privilege of all those who have any part
in the fellowship of life and work in Manchester College.
Its dedication is to the service of Religion, in the Open Way
of Truth and Freedom, “the only methed of revercnt
approach to the knowledge of the inexhaustible God." It is
an offering of faith, which in the coming time, as in the
past, is to be made with expectant trust in the Eternal and
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humble confidence in the exhaustless riches of the Divine
Grace, There can be no limit in such service to what may
be achieved by simple faithfulness, nor to the glory of the
vision that may be granted. The word is spoken for all alike,
a testimony of the Spirit: “Faith and love abide. “Thy soul
and God stand sure." "

APPENDIX
More on tHE Cosgrivurion oF mii CoLiece

Tue coastitution of Manchester College, 30 far a3 iv has been
defined, Is to be gathered from the onginal report of its founcda-
tion meeting in 1786, and the serics of resolutions then sdopted.
Of thode resolutions the Afteenth declared *“That these constine-
tons and regulations shall not be altered but by & majority of
vates, taken by ballo at an annual mecting of Trustees, znd that
after the experience of three years they shall underpo g due
revisal and then be established in 8 code of laws not alterable
but by the vore of three-fourths of the Trostees, present at
their annual meeting.”

There is no record of anoy such revisal having taken place,
and when, in 1851, 3 question as to the constination of the College
came o be decided in the Court of Chancery, the Master of the
Rolls based his judgment on the report of 1786, as “the only
instrument of foundation,s

‘The founders esablished the rule, which had previously been
adopted for the Warrington Academy, thar the body of Truseess,
respansible for the maintenance and administration of the Callege
should be constituted of all donoms of twenty guineas and
anngal subscribers of two guineas.? Under their authority the
work of administration i5 underaken by = strong executive
committes, the number of which, according to the original
rule, was twenty-one, including a chairman, a treasurer and
& secretary, 4 number enlarged in 1897 to twenty-five. Since
1885 the Committee has been left to elect its own chairman.
From 1814 ooward there have been two sccretacies, a fayman
and a minister, and early in the period of the College at York
a further office, that of president, was added,—to be distin-
guished from that of principal, the head of the College as a
teaching body, Percival, who was the first Chairman of Com-
mittee, was virtually president, though not so desipnated, but

¢ P, g, ' Pp. ta7-8.
1 The mule was subsequently extended o admiz ministers of religion aa
Tmuﬂﬂuuﬂﬂmumhﬂn:ﬂ]dﬂnl.mdllibmﬂuh:ﬂnflfﬂinn&yﬂﬂl
in wizme of thae memberhip, The rule for minisers by now simplifed, (he
one condizion being an annnel mhmipqhud’mgulmiumdnfm
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langusge were sdherents of the Church of England to be
excluded on account of their creed. The difficulty in the present
case has arisen from the fact that whereas the foundation would
in 1986 have been almost exclusively of a dissenting character,
by reason of the absence of provision for the education of such
dissenters elsewhere, in recent times this has ceased to be so,
and dissenters can enter almost any academy of learning. I think
that it Is true that the original foundation was intended to be in
the main for the benefit of dissenters, and that it would probably
be a breach of trust to tum it to some purpose of a different
arder, a8 for instance to make it in point of fact an institution
mainly for the benefit of students of the Chureh of England.
But it nevertheless remains true that it is of the essence of the
foundation that & member of the Church of England should be
as free as anybody else to enter and to wke s benefits, .. . I
is perfectly true that in his judgment [the Master of the Ralls,
in 1853 he refers ml_ﬂl{!-t inu.irugm having bﬂ.ﬂ:&pedtlly d;vn:?d
to the purpose of afording advantages to the English Presby-
terian Protestant Dissenters.' But nowhere does the order made
say that the benefit of the instmtion is o be limited to English
Presbyterian Dissenters or any other religions body, and it
woald not have been in his power to make any such declaration,
aleering, as it would have altered, the original objects of the
trust. . . . [ am therefore of opinion thar the College awthoritics
are free to admit Divinity students Irrespective of their religious
belief and ecclesiastical connection, and that the only limiration
upon their power is that they must not complerely alter the
character of the College by terning it into a college of anothes
character than one capable of providing for the education of
dissenters.”

* Cf. pp. 157-8.
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