































































































7] THE UNITARIAN MOVEMENT IN ENGLAND

the master from his seat of honour, among those from
whom better things were to be expected.™

*The attempt to confute the theologians of Tilibingen out
of the Reasomabloness of Christianity scemed to Martineau,”
as Dr, Carpenter said, "a childish anachronism,” “On the
one hand, his critics saw in him the deswoyer of revealed
religion; on the other, he felt himself entangled in a “sect
enslaved to the letter of Scripture and tradition.” ™

Marntincan's appointment, howeves, in 1857 as Professor
of *Religious™ as well as “Mental and Moral Philosophy™
at Manchester New College is said by his interpreter and
successor in the Chair, Charles Barnes Upton, to be “very
significant,” "for it indicates that by 1857 the distinction
between ‘natural’ and ‘revealed’ religion was in the view
of the majority of the supporters of the College losing the
meaning which it had in the writings of Priestley, Belsham,
and their disciples, and was acquiring the meaning which it
now bears in Dr. Martineau's Sesr of Astbority in Eeligion;
that is to say, the word ‘revelation’ was beginning to
signify not some particalar historical disclosure authenticated
by miracles, but the progressive self-revelation which God
malkes of His existence and of His character in the divinest
experience of the human soul."s

Tie Seat of Antbority in Refigion, published in 1890, what-
ever strictures may be passed on its eriticism of particular
New Testament books or even on its theology as a whole,
completed the movement of thought begun more than half
a century earlier. The Scottish Free Kirk theologian,
reported by Dr, Carpenter,s had seized upon its most
essential teaching when he thus summed it up: “The whole
book comes to this, that the foundations of religion are in

1 E. Tagare, Lock's Wricings aad Plilasply, p, 6, London, 1851,
v Jemer Meriinnas, p, 364 .
¥ Divareenond and Upoon, Life awd Lifters of Jamer Martisen, 8, pp. to-1.
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reason and the conscience, and the heart of man, and that
proposition no one ean gainsay."

During the years that have passed since 1850 the con-
viction has been strengthened In the minds of thinkers of
many schools that, despite qualifications of the philosophy
with which they are associated, these foundations are secure,
and Scriprure as interpreted by open-minded scholars, of
whom Martineau was one, if It does not provide the whole
content of God's relations with man, does indisputably
yield invaluable material for the study of man’s quest for
God and the revelation of the Divine through the human.
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and unbounded inquiry after it, in every branch of science.™
It is probable that Dape was for 2 time assistant tutor in
the Academy. He was afterwards minister at Lancaster.
Other tributes to Rotheram confirm his judgment of his
ald tutor. Dr. George Benson, o distinguished theologian,
speaks of Rotheram as “a considerable scholar in many
branches of literature. But he chicfly excelled in Mathe-
matics and MNatural Philosophy. . . . He taught the other
branches of Philosophy and Divinity with great success,™
William Turner, one time student at Warrington, “'from
a perusal of papers in the Doctor’s own handwriting,” says
that “he not only instructed his pupils in the theory of
Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, but alio possessed
the happy talent of illustrating them with grear success,
by means of experiments performed with an extensive,
and, for that time, well-constructed apparatus™ The
apparatus in question had formerly been in the possession
of John Horsley, F.R.S., on whose death in 1731 it had
been purchased by Rotherham, It is described as "a con-
siderable apparatus in mechanics and hydrostatics.” A
catalogue of his books, which would be at the service of
his pupils, included works on philosophy, history, divindty,
and Biblical eriticism. In doctrine Rotheram was apparently
an Arian, and it is perhaps significant that he possessed
the eight folio volumes of Bibfothass Frafrom Poleworsor
iy Llnibariar vocanl.

One of his papils, Thomas Dixon, son of his old tutor
st Whitchaven, who aftervards became eolleague of Dr.
John Taylor at Norwich, is said to have set great store by
two quarto volumes of M35, notes in shorthand on the New
Testament with which he left Kendal4 and he is stated,
on the evidence of his writings, to have been “amongst

] :ﬂﬂwb’m Draark of €, Ratleram, proanked af Kendal, Tane 14,
IR, P 15, ® Jibmirs of Winder, p. 33,
i

Bepaniery, v, p. 208, 1510, ¢ Thid., p. 3aé.
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the best Scriptural critics and fearless minds of his day.™

During the illness of Rotheram in 1752 the Academy
was conducted by his assistant, Richard Simpson, a former
pupil at Northampton under Doddridge, who continued
it for a vear after his colleague’s death. Shontly after
Rotheram's death, however, the Presbyterian Fund students
were withdrawn, and, with ane exception, sent to Daventry.
During the twenty years of its existence there were educated
at Kendal one hundred and twenty laymen and fifty-six
Divinity students. Amongst the latter were many who
became Unitarian ministers, and two who were appainted
tutors at Unitarian scademies—John Seddon, tutor ar
Warrington, and George Walker, ER.S., tutor ar War-
rington and Manchester New College.

The apparatus of the Academy was acquired by the
Trustees of Warrington Academy, and on the dissolution of
that institution was transferred to Hackney College in 1786.

Warrington Academy (1757-86), cstablished by Uni-
tarians, was open to young men of all religious opinions
preparing for civil or ministerial life. No academy had so
large & proportion of lay students, OF three hundred and
ninety-three educated during the less than thirty years of
liflc which the Academy enjoved, only fifty-five were
Divinity students, of whom twenty were assisted by the
Presbyteran Fund, The full course of study was one of
five years, but for men “intended for a life of Business
and Commerce” a course of three vears wis arranged.
Their curmiculum included Marhematics, French, Namoral
Philosophy, English, and Commercial subjects. In addition
to the first four subjects named, Divinity students were
tught Hebrew, New Testament Greek, Philosophy, Belles-
lettres, Classics, Homiletics, Jewish Antiquitics, Church
History, and Chemistry. The tutors included Divinity:
John Taylor, D.D., 1757=67; Joha Aikin, D.D., 1761-80;

o 1, Baker, Nommaforenity fo Badlor, p. §4-
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you provided for me, were all openings up of rich feasts,
after starvation. Myself, as you know, pretty much of an
idealist in edocation, 1 shall always look upon you as one
of the ‘Reformers before the Reformation.” ™ Amongst
Beard's assistants, it may be added, were a Scotsman named
Peter Livingstone and 2 German named Crains.

The appeal of these schools extended far beyond the
limits of the denomination to which the teachers belonged,
and one of the problems which still awaits solution by
modern educationalists seems to have been solved as early
as the eighteenth century. Thus the Presbyterian minister,
already quoted, speaking of his school in the West of
England, observes: T had children of all religious denomi-
nations, including Catholics, Quakers, and Jews, and never
experienced any religious difficulty. My school was non-
sectarian—indeed, non-theological and non-doctrinal—and
would by some be designated non-religious, for 1 did not
even use the Scriptures in the school.” Clearly, it was only
on this foundation principle of unsectarianism that schools
could be conducted by Unitarian ministers, and no school
i$ known to the writer in which doctrinal opinions con-
sonant with those of the teacher were to be accepted as
A condition of entrance. Matthew Ansts (1740=1821), an
old seedent of Carmarthen Academy, after a brief ministry
at Colyton (1766-68), was sctually invited by the Corpora-
tion of Bridport to undertake a school in that town. Both
dl; hﬂ-}'! and boarders were admitted, and some of the

families sent their childeen, After his retirement
from the minkstry Anstis took occasional services and was
a frequent contributor to The Manthly Repasitory.

Ralph Harrison, minister at Cross Street Chapel, Man-
chester, kept school from 1774 to 1786, when he became
classical tutor at Manchester College. In the Memoir of
his father, William Henry, M.D., FR.5., Copley Medallist,

" M3, leteer.
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a pupil at the school, Dr. Charles Henry says: “Harrison's
repute as 4 teacher nfth:mﬁmhngulau was so widely
spread as to draw to Manchester sons of persons of rank
at a distance, and, among others, those of the Marquis of
Waterford, attended by their accomplished tutor, M. de
Pelier.™

David Davis {1745-1827), the Welsh poet, for forty-four
years (1785-1827) provided: not oaly the sons of Dissenters
but also of many Churchmen with an excellent education,
and for many years a large part of the candidates for
ordination in the diocese of St. David’s were young men
from his school, until Bishop Horsley, the able antagonist
of Joseph Priestley, alarmed by this fact, determined thae
no candidate from a Dissenting school should receive ordi-
naticn. Davis could boast that “in the course of twenty
years he sent above twenty students to the academies, four
of whom had become tutors, two at Carmarthen, one at
Manchester, and one at Oswestry."” Owing to the oumber
of pupils and the scanty accommeodation of the school, the
older scholars, it is said, were allowed “to study out of doors
in the open air, bringing in their lessons when prepared,™

James Lindsay (1753-1821), a graduate of King's College,
Aberdeen, and minister (1783-1821) at Monkwell Preshy-
terian Church, kept a school at Newington Green, which
he removed to Bow, Middlesex, in 1804, the year in which
his university conferred on him the degree of DUD. One
of his pupils in residence at Bow (1809-12) was William
Page Wood, afterwards Lord Chancellor Hatherley, whose
brother had preceded him at Bow. From him we learn that
both regularly attended Bow Church, “as did the majority
of the boys belonging to the school.™ At Liverpool in 1813
another school is described in which “most of the pupils
are sons of parents who artend the Established Church.™

¥ A Biggrapbival Aseosmt of iy ot Willios Hewry, p 7, Manchester, 15
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held its meetings in the Cross Street Chapel Room, The
first President of the Manchester Natural History Society
{est. 1821} and of the Chetham Society (est. 1844) was Dr.
Edward Holme. The firse President of the Mechanics'
Institute (est. 1824) was Benjamin Heywood, and two years
later James Heywood became the first President of the
Athenacum,

In 1821, we are told, “the sum of 1,000 was raised in
more or less oqual contributions by some twelve friends
of John Edward Taylor, all of them Whigs and Re-
formers and most of them Unitardans, and this sum
formed the capital on which The Mawberfer Guardian began
its career,”

The first Mayor of Manchester {1838) was Thomas Potter.
All those named were members of Cross Street Chapel. In
1829 Cross Street and Mosley Street Chapels between them
counted as members no fewer than a dozen men who after-
wands entered Pacliament, and five who became mayo.s of
Manchester. The Manchester subscription library, known as
the Portico Library, owed much to Unitarians for its incep-
tion and administration, and the Rev. Willlam Gaskell,
M. A., minister of Cross Street Chapel, was its Chairman
from 1849 to 1884, In the establishment and work of the
Manchester Society for Promoting National Edueaion
{1837), the Lancashire Public Schools Association (1847,
and the National Public Schools Association (1836},
Unitarian ministers like William Gaskell, John Relly Beard,
and John James Tayler took an active part. It was on the
initiative of Sir John Potter (son of Thomas Potter), who
became M.P. for the town and was three times its mayor,
that the free library was founded in 18y2—the first public
library established in the country after the passing of the
Free Librariez Act of 1850,

Plainly, Sir Alfred Hopkinson, one time Vice-Chancellor

"W, L Mills, The Masedunter < rsiag, A Coctory f Hisdory, pe 33.
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of Manchester University, had good reason for saying® that,
“n Mid-Victorian days the intellectual aristocracy of South
Lancashire was largely Unitasian," and Unitarfans “took an
active part in the local life of the cities and especially in the
University movement.”

In what follows no attempt is made to trace that moves
ment in any detail, or to belittle, by the necessary omission
of almost every reference thereto, the work of non-
Unitarians in it, but of university teaching in the North of
England Unitarians were undoubtedly heralds and pioneers.

MANCHESTER

On April 9, 1783, Dr. Barnes read a paper before the
Manchester Literary and Philosophical Sodiety entitled, A
Plan for the Improvement and Esctension of Liberal Febea-
fow in Manchester, He pleaded for the establishment of a
n:nllcgcin which “the happy art might be learned of connect-
ing together, Liberal Science and Commercial Industry™ by
instruction in “Natural Philosophy, the Belles-lettres, Mathe-
matics, History, Law, Commerce, Ethics, and Languages
anclent and modern.” At the request of the Society he drew
up a plan of study “for young men designed for Civil and
Active Life, whether in Trade or in any of the Professions,™
“In this Institutdon,” he declared, “every narrow principle
ought to be rejected. . . . Science and Art are of no palitical
or religious party.” On the lines ladd down by Thomas
Barnes, the short-lived College of Arts and Science was
instituted June 6, 1783, of which the nine officers of the
Literary and H::Imu-pl‘u.ﬂl Society became Governors,
inclading the three prominent Unitarians, Thomas Percival,
Thomas Henry, and Thomas Bamnes, of whom the last two

were appointed lecturers,
On February 2z, 1786, Manchester College was estab-
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16 THE UNITARIAN MOVEMENT IN ENGLAND

London University examinations to which students were
attracted led to the establishment of classes in languages,
literature, and philosophy. In 1887 Yorkshire College
became an integral part of the Victoria University. With the
break-up of the federal university, Yockshire College, less
willingly than her sister colleges at Liverpool and Man-
chester, petitioned for a separate charter, which was granted,
April 22, 1904. In view of the subsequent rapid progress of
Leeds University, it scems certain thae the reluctance of the
College to stand alone was by no means justfed.

Amongst the Life Governorsof the College in 1874 were
members of well-known Unitarian families ; Briggs, Brown,
Fairbairn, Ficlden, Lupton, Marriott, and Schunck; and
amangst other gencrous supporters later may be found the
names of Buckton, Kison, Qates, Gaskell, and Mather.
The Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Council
from the beginning until his death in 1884 was Francis
Lupton. A resolution of sympathy passed by the Council
an his death concluded : “They feel that among the names of
those who deserve to be held in lasting honour in the
Yaorkshire College, few, if any, will stand higher than that
of Francis Lupton™ ; whilst the obitwary notice in The Leeds
Mercwry (May 21, 1884) observed: “The idea of founding
and raising into due prominence a Yorkshire college was
perhaps that which of late years had the largest measure of
his 'ﬂiﬂﬂght-"

It was probably due largely to Unitarian influence that the
first clause in the Articles of the Association of the College
(July 9, 187%), signed by seven subscribers, including
Francis Lupton, contained the provision : *“That no Student,
Professor, Teacher, or other officer or person connected
with the College shall be required to make any declaration
as to, or submit to any test of, his religious opinions.” Sub-
stantially the clause is retained in the section of the Charter
of Leeds University relating to the powers of the Court,

THE MODERN UNIVERSITIES 167

The connection of Unitartans with the University is clear
from the naames of the members of the Court, which inelude
those of Briggs, Kitson, Lupton, and Marriote—in more than
one instance representing several members of the family
whilst amongst the honorary graduates are the names of
Lupton, Airedale, and three Unjtarian divines—Robert
Collyer, Charles Hargrove, and Philip Henry Wicksteed, OF
lh'.-—“’ Collyer, the famous American preacher, was a York-
sh:m:':mm by birth, and Wicksteed was the san of the former
miinister of Mill Hill Chapel. Charles Hargrove (1840~1g18)
Wils tI".:t munister of the chapel from 18% to 1o12, and,
z::t_dmg to Dr. L. P. Jacks, his biographer, there was at
time “a suggestion, emanating from Leeds itself, that

he :hn:ruffl become Professor of English in the Yorkshire

Dmidanas Aogemi J L
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